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94th Session of the Senate of the Associated Students 
Minutes for Wednesday, July 15th, 2026 at 5:30 P.M. 
In Person: Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 Speaker Issa called the Senate of the Associated meeting to order on July 15th 2025 at 5:33 PM in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union and on zoom. Presiding Secretary Fan

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & LAND ACKNOWLEDGE
“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all” “We acknowledge that the University of Nevada, Reno is situated on the traditional homelands of the Numu (Northern Paiute), Wašiw (Washoe), Newe (Western Shoshone), Nuwu (Southern Paiute) peoples. These lands continue to be a gathering place for Indigenous Peoples and we recognize their deep connections to these places. We extend our appreciation for the opportunity to live and learn on their territory.”
3. COMPLIANCE WITH NEVADA OPEN MEETING LAW  
a. Was the agenda posted three full working days by 9 am, not including the meeting date? It is.• https://nevadaasun.com/meetings/senate-of-the-associated-students-13/ 
b. Is the meeting taking place on the day of the week, month, day, year, at the time and location listed on the agenda? It is
c. Is the Zoom link working and available to the public? It is.
d. “I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all”

4. ROLL CALL 
Present: Speaker Issa, Speaker Pro Tempore Evens, Parliamentarian Strabala, Senators Anderson, Barrus, Bhardwaj, Cain, Castro, Espinoza, Horst, Horvath, Johnson, Nubel, Potter, Price, Radtke, Rivers, Saporito, Scherschel, Strunk, Williams

Absence Excused: Senators Benevente, Lawson, Wilbur, Zuniga
Absence Unexcused: Senators Wilson
-A quorum was present

5. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate
6. PUBLIC COMMENT (INFORMATION ONLY) 
a. No public comment at this time.
7. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND REFERRAL 
The Senate will receive communications addressed to the Senate and, if necessary, refer each to the appropriate committee. No action will be taken on communications other than referring them to committee unless placed on the fast-track agenda. 
a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate 
 

8. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS (INFORMATION ONLY) 
The Speaker shall recognize any senior officer of the Association, including the Secretary, to offer a report on his or her official activities since the previous meeting and make any summary announcements he or she deems necessary for no longer than five minutes.  

a. President of the Associated Students, Dilon Moss- “Hello, everyone! I hope you're doing great. I hope you all had a great 4th of July, and had a great time celebrating the United States 250th anniversary. Let's jump right into my report today. I've been meeting with our campus partners, such as government and community engagement regarding things such as Nevada Day at the legislature next year, 2027 legislative priorities and the upcoming midterm elections just discussing those races, all those different things, what the university's priorities are going into the legislative session. So it should be an exciting time. I also had a great one-on-one with Vice President Speed where we touched on a couple of things such as donuts with the president on the first day of school, which is a tradition where the ASUN president and vice president will join the vice president of student services and President Sandoval to give out donuts the morning of the first day of classes. So that was, fun to discuss. We also discussed the relationship between, university administration and the association, kind of where we can, bump that up in some places, and we also discussed, things such as the ASUN secretaries. We also discussed the concert and the excitement around the event, so, very exciting stuff, good stuff from, Vice President Speed. The Nevada Student Alliance also met this last Friday virtually where we spoke with the chancellor and the vice chancellor. Funny enough. Fun fact. The new Vice Chancellor of Government Relations is a former Asum President and former Speaker of the State Assembly, Jason Frierson. So it was cool to interact with him on that meeting. But we just met regarding NSHE, its priorities for the next year moving forward, and opportunities where students and NSHE leadership can collaborate. This includes the Chancellor, his Vice Chancellors, and the Regents themselves. The Chancellor also expressed that he would love to engage with students more, and our student government, so if we were to, or would want to invite him to speak at a Senate meeting, like last session, or, come to an event put on, by ASUN, he would be open to it. We also discussed access fees. I know we brought this up, and, Director Hatch and AD Casey, that we brought this up last Senate meeting, but, this is going to be a common thing that keeps popping up in terms of stuff we're discussing on the NSHE level, because access fees are, becoming a broader subject matter when it comes to the NHSE Board of Regents. So we discussed access fees as the NSA. And we have made the decision to move forward with a resolution from the NSA. In support of all of our institutions, access fees as they currently are, and I was designated by Chair Odunze as the primary author of that resolution. So Chair Odunze and I will be meeting tomorrow to begin drafting the resolution that will be considered at our August meeting of the NSA. I've also been discussing with Director Mendoza regarding the job descriptions for the media coordinator roles in the Department of Campus and Public Relations. We're doing our due diligence with the detail put into these roles, communicating with Hr. Handling things on the administrative end regarding those positions and getting them posted to work day. We are expecting those to go up mid to mid to end of July. So very exciting stuff there. I also got the opportunity to sit down with the executive editor and the deputy executive editor of the sagebrush to discuss the sagebrush student fee and a potential ballot question to come forward. I'm looking forward to seeing the progress on this thing moving forward, and we'll have more updates as it develops, as that will most likely come to this body. I also attended a training for lounge, and was able to learn the ins and outs of lounge, and how it will operate for us and our students. All issuing departments and branches will be, you know, supposed to register their own lounges which is kind of like those organizations on pack life. If you remember pack life, if you were on the administrative side of pack life. But the chair or like the department director myself, we have to make lounges for our departments. It'll be the same for committees. So if you are a committee chair speaker, Isa should be reaching out to you very soon in regards to getting you set up for lounge and having you register your committee to have a lounge as you'll need that to submit forms and stuff. So very exciting stuff. So please look out for Speaker Isa's message on that. And then that is mostly what's going on. For now, we are just going to keep moving along, getting stuff done for the furthering education scholarship program moving forward on some initiatives like pack works. So, we're very excited about all of those. It's also we're getting towards the end of July, which means that budget reconciliation will most likely be coming up very soon as we get those numbers. So please keep your eye out for that.”

b. Vice President of the Associated Students, Luke Calderon- as reported by President Moss- “Hey, everyone! I hope you are all doing well. I am 9 days away from returning to the United States after one of the best months of my life in Europe. I've been to both London and Croatia so far, and tomorrow I head to Paris before heading to Amsterdam on Saturday. I've been working on block party and handling small tasks while I've been away in Europe, but I'm very excited to return and get back to work for our amazing upcoming year that we are about to have. As always, if you need anything, have any questions, or just want to talk in general, my email and teams are always open. Take care, everyone.”

c. Chief Justice, Emma Silveyra- as reported by President Moss- “She wanted you guys to know that she's meeting with the Department of Sustainability to go over some best practices for her branch and her department, and she'll be back on August second, and we'll be attending issue and Senate meetings in person and when she returns.”

d. Director of Executive Outreach, Troy Barrera- as reported by President Moss- “Hi, everyone! I hope you are all having a great summer and enjoying the warm weather. Recently I've been working closely with NSI and athletics to bring block party together. The planning process has been going incredibly smooth, and I'm looking forward to putting on this event for our incoming students. In case you are interested in volunteering block party will be from 5 to 7 Pm. On Saturday, August 15th. I'll share more information as we get closer. Besides Block Party, I've started to plan the makeup retreat, and have been in conversation with President Moss about casual talks and the homecoming parade, and have started working on those events as well. If you have any questions, feel free to reach out at any time. I am available via email and Teams.”

e. Chief of Staff, Madison Atkinson- as reported by President Moss- “Hello! The internship application has been open for a little over a week, and a lot of engagement with the link and applications throughout the throughout the application being open, there will be posts made for each department. I encourage you all to repost your own departments, post, but also other departments, and engage with all the posts in some way. This is to help spread awareness about the applications and hopefully encourage more people to apply. As always, please reach out if you have any questions. Thank you.”

f. Director of Clubs and Organizations, Sienna Nepa- as reported by President Moss- “I have a few updates regarding club registration, funding hearings, and fall club fair. Renewal is proving to be easy and accessible with lounge. No more having to fully delay applications makes the process smoother with easier communication with clubs. We have almost 50 clubs who have applied for registration with about half of them being fully approved already. Everyone seems to be enjoying how user-friendly lounge is, and how easy it is to create a space for your club funding hearings will also be taking place every Friday at 10 Am. During the fall semester, with our 1st funding hearing being this July first. Commissioners have their final training next Friday, where they will participate in a mock funding hearing, with fake clubs being represented by several CSE staff. Fall Club Fair planning has been going smoothly. We have some drafts of the marketing materials in the works, and facility requests have been submitted. I have been in communication with Director Munoz about programming's involvement. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me.”

g. Director of Programming, Antonio Munoz- “Good afternoon, Senators. I'm happy to be back after completing my internship at UCLA. It was an incredible experience, but I can confidently say that Nevada will forever be my home. Since returning, I attended a training on lounge organized by Maddie Wilson. I'm very impressed with the platform and look forward to using it to better support our student organizations and events. My programming board has been working hard to finalize their welcome week budgets and coordinate our full first department SEAB meeting. Welcome. New planning has been coming together. Well, I'm excited for everyone to experience what you have planned for you guys all. I've also been working on finalizing the remaining details for our concert. We are currently waiting on a few final approvals, but I'm excited to see what's to come. Be sure to be, to keep an eye out for all of our marketing materials, as my assistant director, Jayden Ottaviano, has been working Has been doing an outstanding job to create them. And thank you.”

h. Director of Government Affairs, Isabelle Hatch- as reported by Assistant Director Casey- “Good evening, everyone. Hope your summer's going well. Our department has made progress on the Hot People Vote with designs for shirts, stickers, and buttons in the works. Our plans for Nevada Fit are underway. The department will be tabling, and I, myself, will be participating in skill sessions regarding voter registration and ACLN during Nevada Fit. The department will be meeting with government and community engagement on Friday to update the university on all of our plans and explore opportunities for further collaboration. Feel free to ask any questions or contact me myself or Izzy on teams or via email. Thank you.”

i. Director of IDEA, Jorge Benuto- as reported by President Moss- “Good evening, Senators. Over the last 2 weeks I have been meeting with Lindsey Arbogast to discuss upcoming events as well as communicating with officers. I have also had my officers take inventory of the things we have for upcoming events from previous years, in order to make sure that our events are sustainable and that we are using our budget wisely. I will be completing my Nevada open meeting law training this Friday, so the Department of Idea will be having its 1st meeting soon if any of you would like to attend. That's all I have for tonight. Thank you, Senators.”

j. Director of Sustainability, Kendra Cook- “Hello, Senators! I hope you guys are having a good day. My department has been working on planning some of our upcoming events for this fall semester a variety of other things. My department is hosting an event in partnership with the CSE Service Day during Nevada Fit called Plant Party. This will be a tea party themed event where students will plant 40 succulents and hand decorated terracotta pots that will be donated to patients at a local nursing home in Reno called All Plan Nursing and Rehab. Additionally, I've been working with the programming department to finalize the marketing for the Welcoming Farmers Market and Resource Fair, where we will be having 12 campus resources and 8 small local businesses tabling. This event will give students access to fresh foods and help them practice consuming local goods. Additionally, this week I've been contacting each department to set up a meeting to discuss the event sustainability best practices outlined in the SAS. Through these meetings, I hope to reduce waste created during events and increase eco-friendly practices by all the officers who host events. Additionally, my department is continuing to reduce plastic waste during orientation by collecting food voucher cards. Thank you.”

k. Director of Campus and Public Relations, Keira Mendoza- as reported by President Moss- “Hi, Senators. Apologies for not attending today. I'm currently spending time with family on the East Coast. Last week I met with AD Ottaviano to go over Welcome Week marketing. It's looking fabulous. We should be able to finalize those by the end of the month. I also posted the internship marketing done by Chief of Staff Atkinson. The engagement on the link tree is doing really well, and almost has the same amount of clicks as last year. I then posted the programming clubs and orgs. Internship posts amazing job to assistance director assist to their assistant directors. I will post the legislative internship post later this week, as Pro Tempore Evans has finished that up. Lastly, I will meet with Director Cook and Ad. Jesser to talk about how we can be more sustainable as an organization, and how my department can push those practices better. Thank you.”

l. Director of Campus Wellness, Jordan Brown- No report at this time.

m. Director of Ethics & Compliance, Andrew Sanchez- No charges has been filed at this time.

n. Speaker of the Senate, Jason Issa- “Good evening, everyone. So I've been continuing work on several initiatives aimed at improving the Senate's transparency and communications. I'm currently finalizing the format for the Legislative Digest, which will be sent to Director Mendoza soon for review. I'm also working on revamping our hashtag Senator Sunday Instagram post to better highlight the work each senator is doing throughout the session. I've also been working on the 94th Senate Composite, which is to be which is on track to be printed, framed, and displayed at our first Senate meeting for the fall semester. So, at the time, I've been recreating the 93rd Senate Composite as well to correct several spelling errors, so our records accurately reflect the members of the last session. And on the outreach front, Senators Espinoza, Castro, and I are working to schedule a meeting with Director Edmondson from the Office of Civil Rights and Equal Access. We're currently aiming to meet on August 4th to discuss how the Senate can continue building a strong working relationship with her office. And next Saturday I'll be meeting with Director Cook and A.D. Jesser to discuss the university's event sustainability best practices or ASUN's best practices, my bad. If you're planning on hosting any events this session, or simply just want to learn more about sustainable event planning, then you are more than welcome to attend, especially committee chairs that are, by statute required to hold certain events. I'll share any additional details once everything is finalized. I also want to mention that Speaker Potempor Evans, Senator Horvath, and I met with the leadership of the Nevada Sagebrush last Wednesday to discuss the newspaper's fiscal sustainability and explore ways we can better understand and support its long-term financial health, and as President Moss mentioned, including passing a Senate ballot measure later this month. I also invited the Sagebrush to come and present to Senate during the fall semester, so that's something that will be on our calendar as well. And lastly, myself, President Moss, Director Munoz, and some others attended a training for lounge last Wednesday. If you are a committee chair, I'll be reaching out to you to assist with making a lounge for your committee, as that's something that Director Wilson is asking everyone to do. And as always, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. Thank you.”

REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEES (INFORMATION ONLY) 
The Speaker shall recognize the chairperson of each standing committee, in alphabetical order, and then each special committee, in alphabetical order, to report for no longer than five minutes on the committee’s activities since the previous meeting 
 
a. Committee on Academics and Student Affairs - Michael Nubel- “Committee on Academics and Student Affairs met on July 6th at 12 p.m., where we reviewed a piece of legislation and recommended it to the table today, which you guys will get to look at. And I do not have the next meeting planned, but for my members on my committee, I did send out that fall when to meet, so if you guys could fill that out, that would be great. Thank you, guys.”

b. Committee on Budget and Finance - Henry Lawson- as reported by Senator Barrus- “he states just trying to explore alternative options to have the committee meet since there doesn't seem to be a time when we'll meet quorum. When we eventually do meet, we'll have 3 pieces of legislation to go over, and if you have any questions, please reach out to Senator”

c. Committee on Democratic Civic Engagement - Kaylee Radtke- “Hi, guys. DCE is meeting tomorrow on the 16th at 3 in the President's conference room. We will also be meeting on the 30th at 3 in the President's conference room as well tomorrow. It should be a relatively short meeting, as we'll only be giving reports, and there's no legislation to look at. So thanks, guys.”

d. Committee on Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion - Viviana Castro- as reported by Senator Radke- “Hi everyone, I'm having my wonderful Vice Chair, Senator Radke, read my report today, because I'm not in the position to speak currently, so thank you to her. Based off everyone's availability within the summer, when to meet, I'm scheduling our next meeting for Friday the 24th at 3pm. If you have any issues with that time, please feel free to let me know, and we can discuss further. That's all, I can't wait to see everyone in person soon. Thank you.”

e. Committee on Government Operations - Lance Zuniga- No report at this time.

f. Committee on Safety, Sustainability and Wellness - Anna Barrus- “Hey, guys, SSW met on July 2nd, where we discussed Safety Week, which is taking place September 14th through the 18th. And on the 17th, my committee is planning an event regarding sexual health safety. We're figuring out our next time to meet currently to discuss planning for this event and overall this week of how we could discuss how we can continue to support the Departments of Wellness and Sustainability, respectively, and then we'll also be looking over one piece of legislation. If you have any questions for me, please reach out.”

g. Special Committee on Food Insecurity - Alexander Saporito- “I'm scheduling a meeting for the committee by the end of July. Right now, we're developing a master doc, me and Senator Scherchel, showing, like, month-by-month initiatives that the committee can pursue for the next 2 semesters. So I'll show the team soon. We're also developing legislation regarding next potential steps for migrating high provisions to Sierra Hall. So I'll be meeting with Coordinator Ortega to discuss that, as well as how we can continue fostering relations with external nonprofits. But that's pretty much it.”

h. Parliamentarian – Faith Strabala- “Hey guys, short report today, I hope everyone's doing well. Just working on some of my presentations for Robert's Rules and a little bit more of how Senate works, for when we all get back to campus and working on a couple pieces of legislation at the moment. If anyone still has any questions or any concerns as to how or what, or legislation, how that works, and needs help, just let me know. That's all. Thanks, guys.”

i. Speaker Pro-Tempore – Dominic Evens- as reported by Speaker Issa- “Hey everyone, sorry I couldn't make it to Senate today. I'm currently on the road to Ohio and have no service. For my report, the main news is that the ASU and Senate internship material is finished and is waiting to be posted, or it is posted on Instagram by now. Please share with your friends and everyone you know once it is posted. I will also be sending the internship syllabus to the team soon, and I'll put it in the box as well. It will be very similar to last session's syllabus, as I will not be trying to reinvent the wheel. Please let me know if you have any questions. Also, since I'll be traveling to many different states and such, if you want any souvenirs from my hometown, or Buc-ee's, or whatever, please let me know, and we can arrange something. Love you guys!”

j. Committee on Oversight - Jason Issa- “Oversight will be meeting on Monday, July 27th at 2 Pm. We'll be going over points committee updates, and we'll be discussing the overall state of the Senate, and, as usual, if you have any points, please take this time to meet. Please take this meeting as an opportunity to get them removed, either by delivering testimony in person or submitting any written testimony to me before the start of the meeting. Additionally, we'll be reviewing the Senate expectations document to make any revisions as the committee deems necessary. That's all for my oversight report.”
 
10. REPORTS OF SECRETARIES OFFICE (INFORMATION ONLY) 
The Speaker shall recognize any senior officer of the Association to offer a report on official activities since the previous meeting and make any summary announcements for no longer than five minutes.  
 
a. Senate Secretary, Joshua Fan- No report at the time
b. Legislative Clerk, Daphne Gutierrez- No report at the time
 
11. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK APPOINTMENTS (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The motion to fast track a resolution or appointment confirmation shall be in order if recommended by the committee of relevant jurisdiction. 

a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate
 
12. APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS OF SENATORS AND ASUN OFFICIALS (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The Senate will consider the following nominations for Association office. When the Senate has concluded its deliberations, the Senate may approve the nomination, reject the nomination, or take no action upon the nomination.  
a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate

 
13. VETO MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The Senate may reconsider acts vetoed by the ASUN President if they are returned by the President with his objections.  
 
a. There are no veto's submitted to the Speaker of the Senate. 
 
14. CONSENT AGENDA (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The Speaker shall sequentially proceed through such acts of legislation that have been previously been placed on the consent agenda. Such acts shall be considered adopted by consent, unless a single senator rises in objection thereto. All acts so objected are immediately placed on the end of the agenda for second reading.  
a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate 
 
15. FIRST READING OF LEGISLATION (INFORMATION ONLY) 
The following bills and resolutions will receive their first reading and may be considered under item 16 

a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate 
 
16. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK LEGISLATION (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
A senator may move that legislation under item 16 of this agenda be considered at this meeting. Such a motion shall only be in order provided that a one-day notice has been given to the speaker. The motion shall be decided without debate, and shall require the consent of a two-thirds majority of the senate.  

a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate 
 
17. REFERRALS TO COMMITTEE (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate 
 
18. SECOND READING OF LEGISLATION (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The following bills and resolutions will receive their second reading and may be considered:  

a. S.R. 94 – A Resolution in Support of Welcoming PackTeach Into NevadaTeach Spaces
I. Senator Scherschel presents the piece to the Senate floor- “I'm super excited to get to speak to you all today about my first piece of legislation, and I'd like to start by giving a little background on where this piece came from. During campaigning, I spoke to a student who belonged to PAC Teach, and she seemed to dislike when I told her that I was from Nevada Teach. When I asked her why, she told me we don't even have stickers. And in that moment, I kind of realized the divide between the two programs, and we had a short conversation about it before I had to continue with other campaign endeavors. After elections, I presented Senator Benevente with the idea for this piece that you'll be discussing tonight. It's a very simple and straightforward piece of legislation, and it is based on the fact that PAC Teach has always been informally welcomed into Nevada Teach spaces, but there was a need for it to be more formalized. Now moving on to Senator Benevente's synopsis of the piece. Good evening. In the College of Education, there's a clear difference between the support and resources available within our secondary education programs. The Nevada TEACH program has been further developed through its age and funding resources, while the PAC TEACH program has not seen the same progress yet. For those not familiar, the Nevada TEACH program has access to specific offices and workspaces on the fourth floor of the Raggio building. The goal of this piece is to officially invite and inform PAC TEACH students that there are resources available and all secondary education students are permitted and welcome to use the Nevada TEACH spaces for work, study, and collaboration. If this piece passes, there are already next steps that we have planned. Firstly. It will be written in the piece that PAC Teach students will be notified of its passage. Additionally, we have spoken to the Nevada Teach STEM Club members and we are planning an event at the beginning of the year to celebrate formally welcoming all secondary education students into the space. We are optimistic and excited for what a formal ASUN resolution can do to inform secondary education students of the resources and spaces available to them. Our goal is to further a sense of community within all of our future educators. I would also like to add that this piece has been supported by various advisors and students throughout our outreach, and both the Nevada Teach staff and club president have confirmed that current resources and funding would support additional students using their spaces. Thank you.”

II. Senator Barrus asks “I'm just curious. So the point of this piece is just to notify students that they're welcome in certain spaces where previously they weren't welcomed at?”

III. Senator Scherschel responds “Yes and no. So, this space, as Nevada TEACH students, like, I myself am one, we've spoken to Pack Teach students, and we're like, you're welcome here, like, please, like, come in, bring other Pack Teach students. There just hasn’t We're just kind of saying it almost lazily in a way, but we really wanted to make this piece, and I've talked to Nevada Teach a great extent about it. And the biggest thing is kind of showing like an amount of effort that we really do care to have them in this space. If you ever get a chance to go, it's really great. They have, like, a big lounge area, a big game of chess, like, huge chess that's, like, this big, and, they have, like, a work area, all that, so we're just welcoming them in, and then, that's going to open some other doors for them.”

IV. Senator Horst asks “so you say at the bottom, be it resolved that Pack students are notified by the College of Education Center. How will they be notified?”

V. Senator Scherschel answers “Senator Benevente, he could speak better to this, but he has a contact that is the person who, emails Pack Teach, because, as a senator, we can't, like, mass email students, but he's spoken to them and has the approval that he can send out an email when the, piece passes to let them know that they're welcome in the spaces.”

VI. Senator Bhardwaj asks “Senator Bardor, for the record, Senator Herschel, I think that you address a very, a core problem that is faced in both of these programs, which is, like, access to the workspace, but beyond that, do you have any other ways that you think in the future Nevada Teach and Pack Teach could collaborate together?”

VII. Senator Scherschel responds “Yeah, that's a great question. It's something I spoke to with the last president of the Nevada Teach Club, and we've continued talking with the new president about this. And, what we want to do is kind of change the club to be less about Nevada Teach and STEM, and to be more focused on secondary education as a whole, because it is a club that is recognized by ASUN, so in doing this, and, like, helping them change the club over. That allows the Pack Teach students to come in, and then also through the different, like, club funding tiers, they can actually go back to that original kind of thing I talked about, and actually get their stickers and more resources for the Pack Teach students.”

VIII. Senator Horst asks “For the record, you refer to pack teach as a club. However, in the legislation you refer to it as a program. The difference between those one is individually student led. Is there a defining term for it in the way that we should handle it?”

IX. Senator Scherschel answers “Yes, so Nevada Teach and Pack Teach are programs. And then there's a group of students in Nevada Teach that have created their own Nevada Teach STEM club. And so those are separate things, but they include students from the program, if that makes sense. And so what we're aiming to do with the club on that end is to just open it to be a wider thing, but the programs themselves are dual degree programs run through the College of Education.”

i. Senator Barrus debates “if I'm quite honest, I'm not seeing a full point in this resolution. And what I mean by that, I think that this is a well-written piece, and I think that there's a lot of good meaning behind it. I think that there could be more amendments added, say where maybe the College of Education Senator has, like, an event with all multiple programs, every month or so, just to make sure that all of them are kind of in the same collaborative space together, and they're allowed. I just don't feel a notification is enough, and I feel like formalizing it to… for all of them to hang out in the same space maybe isn't enough. Maybe another method for them to reach out to their college education center would be a good one. But at this point, like with how the piece currently stands, I'm not seeing a complete point in passing it. But I do think that's an important piece, and I think that it's important for this specific program to have a space to hang out in. But I think that there could be more done with the piece to make sure that we can make a further of an impact, if that makes sense.”

ii. Senator Nubel debates “I just want to say from, the ASA perspective of a chair, the committee, like, recommended the piece because even though we kind of like we I don't know about we, but I kind of think that there's a difference between they sound different between Nevada Teach and PAC Teach, and they sound like they serve different students, but both of them do sound like they ultimately will be preparing, like, the future educators of Nevada, and so I think passing this piece is important, that way they can have that community and togetherness if they're gonna be working in that field together later on in life. And that's why we recommended this piece.”

iii. President Moss debates “Associate Director Aguilar-Herrera has asked me just to come up to give some key distinctions to help with this this piece and discussion a few key distinctions with pack teach and Nevada teach. Nevada teach is stem subjects. So your science, your math, your Senator Scherchel is a math major. So Nevada teaches all of your STEM, your sciences, your math, your other, other subjects, that kind of stuff. Pack teaches your humanities. It is social studies. It is English, it is arts, it is languages, that kind of stuff. Nevada teaches the older of the 2 programs from a historical perspective. That's why they have a little bit more structure and support from the College of Education in comparison to pack teach. I am a pack teach student, and so pack teach is a newer program. It's for you know those people who are pursuing dual degrees in a liberal arts college or other colleges, such as psychology. Psychology is a pack teach program as of last year. But for this for this bill. Nevada teach stem club is a separate club from the Nevada teach program. And I think that's what Senator Shershel was getting at earlier. It is a separate club to the Nevada teach program, and they have designated spaces in the College of Education building in the Raggio building, and those spaces. They are accessible to everybody. But speaking as a pack teach student sometimes it can feel like those spaces aren't completely open. And I think that's the reason that Senator Beneventi and Senator Scherfel have brought this piece forward. But I just on behalf of Associate Director Aguilar-Herrera. He asked me to come up and distinguish the 2 just for some extra context. So with that, thank you, Mr. Speaker.”

iv. Senator Bhardwaj debates “Yeah, Senator Bardwick, for the record, yeah, I don't want to add too much onto President Moss's points of debate. I think that the ideas that Senator Barris is bringing up have merit, but I think that those are more separate conversations. I think that the purpose of the resolution that Senator Churchill has brought up is pretty narrow. I think it's just about recognizing that, like, Pack students should have access to a space that's already intended for collaboration among the future educators of the program. And I think that, like, questions about funding events or providing additional resources are independent conversations. I think that they'd be better addressed probably through future realization or budget requests, rather than, like, expanding the scope of this specific resolution. Regarding my thoughts of the resolution, I really like that it focuses on something that's just very practical and unfocused, like taking an existing space that's already doing a lot of good for fostering a community, a teaching community, and opening it up to nearly 300 additional PAC students is, as Senator Scherzel said, a very simple change, but I think it can have a very meaningful impact, and I'm in support of this piece.”

v. Parliamentarian Strabala debates “Hi, guys. Reading over this piece, I think that it's important to look at like, where people feel welcome and where people don't feel welcome, especially being a COLA senator, I think it's important to make sure that COLA students, whether they're in education or not, feel welcome in other spaces as well. You see that a lot in our college, is being left out a lot of the times, but I think that formalizing this is, should be one step to a lot of other steps to make sure that COLA feels just as welcome in those spaces. Additionally, I think that hopefully, the this piece is just a motivator in addition to like. all of the established things for Nevada teach that Pack teach should also have open doors for it.”

vi. Senator Scherschel debates “I'd just like to build off what, Parliamentarian Strabala said that this piece really is about, opening a whole bunch of doors and, like, being that stepping stone to be able to help Pack Teach, because there are a lot bigger issues, like Senator Bhardwaj was saying, and there are conversations that, Senator Benevente has been having, and I know he'd love to talk about them if he was here, but part of, like, what President Moss was saying with the funding is that Nevada Teach is older, but we also receive support from, the College of Science, whereas, Pack Teach does not receive the assistance from COLA, and so that's a huge conversation about getting a whole line item in state budgets, and so that takes a lot more work, whereas a piece like this is just opening that first door so that many more can be opened later.”

vii. Senator Johnson debates “I'm just curious, Senator Scherchel, with your point of this resolution, is it to completely, maybe I didn't fully understand President Moss, but is it to completely merge the programs together, or the clubs?”

viii. Senator Scherschel answers “So Pack Teach currently doesn't have a club. They, like, compared to Nevada Teach, like, Nevada Teach, we have a club, we have spaces, we have an Instagram, we have, merchandise, all of that. Pack Teach doesn't have that, and we're not combining the programs by any means, they're completely separate, they need different things coming from STEM versus COLA, and so all we're doing is just creating a space for collaboration, if that makes sense.”

ix. Senator Horst debates “So you said that your end goal is to get a line item from the College of Verbal Arts. How is this collaboration going to help? Because from the piece it just looks like Nevada teacher. She's funding from College of Science. So I'm just wondering what kind of like the future plans can expand on, if you have any more.”

x. Associate Director Luis Aguilar-Herrera debates “Senator Horst, a great question, but I ask you to just focus on the piece of legislation that's on the table today. It's just providing space both organizations to come together and share one space. So that's not something that is on the agenda to discuss, and we're getting off the agenda right now by discussing possible anything. So please stick to the legislation that's on the table right now. And then also wanted to make another comment. Senator Barrus, you made a great comment about closing the loop, about how connecting. And so that is a great point about how do you close the loop and continue to connect with your constituents. But I also want to remind the senators that your primary role is legislation and not programming. Let programming handle programming. Please focus on legislation. That's all. Thank you.”

xi. Senator Williams debates “I just wanted to say, when my brother did go to school here, he was a Nevada TEACH student, and then I have friends who are in PACTEACH, and I'm a liberal arts student. Like, the support, I guess, within PAC Teach and Nevada Teach, and I think that this piece is really good, and I think it's a great start as well for inclusivity, and I think that if we really want equal opportunities, I think this is a great start for that, so I'm definitely in support of this piece.”

xii. Speaker Issa moves for a vote on agenda item 18a S.R. 94 – A Resolution in Support of Welcoming PackTeach Into NevadaTeach Spaces

xiii. The piece passes through unanimous consent.


19. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

a. Senate Committee Changes and Additions
The Senate may make changes to committee assignments.
i. There are no changes or additions at this time.

b. Senator Reports
The Senate will share progress they have made in ASUN-related activities that they have been working on.
i. Senator Barrus reports “Not much that I've been working on. I've mainly been working on amendments for SB 94, an act to establish the Furthering Education Scholarship Program. I've also been waiting to hear back from the bookstore manager, Michelle, to see if we're able to supply contraceptives inside the vending machine downstairs on the first floor of the Joe. I'll let you know as details move forward. As for right now, I'm working on a proposal to the university administration as well as legislation for the Senate body. So let me know if you guys have questions.”

ii. Senator Price reports “Senator Horst and I have been working hard at work this summer. Back on Friday, we hosted a summer honors session over Zoom for incoming honors college first-year students. During the session we introduce students to ASUN by explaining its structure, purpose, and the many ways that students can get involved. We also highlighted upcoming Welcome Week events and placed a strong emphasis on promoting the ASUN internship program. To make this session interactive, students completed an activity that matched them with the ASUN department that best fit their interests, and they worked in small groups to create a presentation about their assigned department and shared their work with the rest of the group. It was exciting to see such high levels of engagement, and, there was a lot of enthusiasm for incoming Honors College students, applying for the internship program. And then additionally, I've been working with Senator Hurst to finalize plans for Honors Fit. We're currently seeking student volunteers from organizations such as ASUN, Ambassadors, Fraternity and Sorority Life, and other campus leadership groups to participate in Honors Leadership Session. So like Speaker Issa, Director Cook, if you guys are interested, please shoot us a text. Volunteers will speak with small groups of students, incoming students about leadership involvement and opportunities on campus. So if you're an honor student that's interested in volunteering, please reach out. And yeah, we're to welcome you more than 700 honors, students and family members to campus next month during honors fit. We'll also be tabling at the resource fair during that during that event to share more information about the internship program and opportunities for student involvement. Thank you.”

iii. Senator Scherschel reports “I'd like to first share my gratitude to you for passing this piece tonight, as well as to ASA for favorably recommending it, and most importantly, to Senator Benevente for being the best partner I could have asked for in writing this piece, even though he's the College of Education is truly lucky to have you as their senator. Throughout writing this piece, I've gotten to see just how many ideas you have for your college, and I'm excited to see them come to fruition and I'm also very lucky to be able to pass this piece for the education students, as they also have a place in my Senator heart. Just a few updates regarding other pieces I'm working on. The Field Light piece is done being written and was sent to Budget and Finance by Senator Lawson and myself, so hopefully that should be in front of you all soon. Also, Senator Saporito and I are working on taking the necessary steps for hopefully moving PAC provisions to Sierra Hall in full transparency. This is a large project and will take some time, but we also sent over a piece to Budget and Finance to be reviewed for the feasibility study of Sierra Hall. So, Budget and Finance has been hearing a lot from me, and I'm sure you all. We'll see more pieces from me before summer is over, and hopefully Saporito and I will have more updates for you soon on Sierra Hall, but if you have any questions, ideas, or need any help with legislation, please feel free to reach out. Thank you.”

iv. Senator Horst reports “So I think Senator Price covered it mostly for the honor stuff. I'm very proud of ourselves. We did a great job, I think, with the summer session, and I looked over our canvas responses, and they look great. They look engaged. A couple of more notes. So we will now have a posting location for business within the lounge and the CEB. And in the CEB classroom. So if any of y'all would like to send me like a poster that I can print out, or like any updates or any events that you want posted there. Just please let me know. Parking is going well, so I have scheduled a meeting for August 4th with Michelle Horton at 11 Am. So let me know if you would like to attend. Senator Scherchel has already sent me a text about her interest. So if any of y'all would like to ask a question, or if you would like to attend yourself, it will be on teams. And then I will also be meeting with Senator Zuniga regarding the plans for government operations this year. I'm hoping to have a fully-fledged plan where we can further review the SAS and hopefully have it in working order. Thank you.”

v. Senator Saporito reports “Hey, everyone. Next Tuesday, I'm going to be going to this webinar on urban food resilience and the upcoming Building Integrated Agricultural Academy for city officials exactly how we, the city of Reno could, like, expand food production. So, if you guys have any questions on that, or would like to assist with that, possibly, we can have you in our help lobby, or assist with that initiative. Just, you know, bug me or annoy me. But that's pretty much it. Thank you.”

vi. Senator Espinoza reports “Hi, everyone, Senator Espinoza for the record. I'll try to keep it brief. Speaker Issa, Senator Castro and I are currently planning on meeting with Director Edmundson. from the office of civil rights and equal access to strengthen our connection with them. Additionally, I'm working with Director Cook to set up a meeting with the Department of Sustainability to discuss the sniff, and how we can better connect to my college's students to their resources and events. I would also just like to mention that I will be missing the next Senate meeting, as I will be in China with our office of the provost for a culture exchange with XJTU. Thank you all, and I will see you all when I get back on August 3rd. Thank you very much.

vii. Senator Horvath reports “So, as mentioned earlier, I met with Speaker Issa, as well as Speaker Pro Tempore Evans, as well as the Sagebrush leaders, and we talked about the financial fiscality of the sagebrush. And in terms of the ballot question, I have begun writing the bill for that. Other than that, I've also been talking with Claudia Cruz from the RSJ. We've been planning out RSJ Fest, which is when, I believe, a few of the clubs from the RSJ, as well as employers, basically, it's this big event with employers and RSJ clubs, and everyone, gets together, and RSA students could go there and, just meet employers and talk to the clubs. So that's the RSJ Fest. We have planned that for Tuesday, November 17th, I believe it is, and then Tuesday, March 2nd. Those are the, the two dates as of now. And yeah, we've just been planning that and we are planning on releasing something about that as soon as we could. Thank you.”


20. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (INFORMATION ONLY)

a. There are no comments or announcements at this time.
21. PUBLIC COMMENT (INFORMATION ONLY)

a. There is no public comment at this time.
22. ADJOURNMENT 

a. Speaker Issa adjourned the Senate of the Associated Students meeting on July 15th, 2025 at 6:28 PM in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union and on Zoom.
	
	
	



	
	
	



