94th Session of the Senate of the Associated Students 
Minutes for Wednesday, May 27th, 2026 at 5:30 P.M. 
In Person: Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 Speaker Issa called the Senate of the Associated meeting to order on May 27th 2026 at 5:31 PM in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union and on zoom. Presiding Secretary Finau 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & LAND ACKNOWLEDGE
“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all” “We acknowledge that the University of Nevada, Reno is situated on the traditional homelands of the Numu (Northern Paiute), Wašiw (Washoe), Newe (Western Shoshone), Nuwu (Southern Paiute) peoples. These lands continue to be a gathering place for Indigenous Peoples and we recognize their deep connections to these places. We extend our appreciation for the opportunity to live and learn on their territory.”
3. COMPLIANCE WITH NEVADA OPEN MEETING LAW  
a. Was the agenda posted three full working days by 9 am, not including the meeting date? It is.• https://nevadaasun.com/meetings/senate-of-the-associated-students-13/ 
b. Is the meeting taking place on the day of the week, month, day, year, at the time and location listed on the agenda? It is
c. Is the Zoom link working and available to the public? It is.
d. “I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all”

4. ROLL CALL 
Present: Speaker Issa, Speaker Pro Tempore Evens, Parliamentarian Strabala, Senators Anderson, Barrus, Beneventi, Castro, Espinoza, Horst, Horvath, Johnson, Lawson, Nubel, Potter, Price, Radtke, Saporito, Scherschel, Strunk, Wilbur, Williams, Wilson

Absence Excused: Senators Rivers, Zuniga
Absence Unexcused: Senators Cain
-A quorum was present


5. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate

6. PUBLIC COMMENT (INFORMATION ONLY) 
a. Luis Aguilar
i. For those of you officers who are getting appointed today, sign your oath or NRS waiver. If you're in person, please come see me. Thank you.
7. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND REFERRAL 
a. Event Programmer – Taytem Lommori
b. Event Programmer – Ryenn Lommori
c. Event Programmer – Mary Slater
d. Club Commissioner – Andrew Gonzales
e. Club Commissioner – Emily Gomez
f. Senator for the Orvis School of Nursing – Ken Bhardwaj 
i. Speaker Issa seeks a motion to approve Agenda items 7a-f through unanimous consent. 
ii. So moved by Senator Barrus.
iii. Seconded by Parliamentarian Strabala.
 
8. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS (INFORMATION ONLY) 

a. President of the Associated Students, Dilon Moss- “So, good evening, everybody. I hope you guys are having a good summer so far. I hope you had an amazing Memorial Day weekend. Since we didn't do reports last week, mine will be a little bit more lengthy, I apologize. But we've just been doing stuff business as usual. Over the last couple of weeks, I've had the opportunity to attend, not only the programming coordinator position interviews, but I've also been able to sit on two of the three lunches for the, interviews for the assistant, vice president, roles, within Student Services. This year, Vice President Speed has moved forward with hiring, assistant vice presidents of student services, so it's been wonderful to sit down with candidates, with a number of members of the association. Very excited to see where that, who ends up in those positions and those kind of things. I don't think I can say anything about the programming coordinator yet, so, just keep your eye out on that. But just, beyond that, beyond those interviews, that kind of stuff, we've also been having a lot of meetings regarding the concert and, having conversations regarding the concert, so, I think we're making great steps and strikes, in that, planning of that initiative. Other than that, we've just been preparing for retreat, so I'm excited to go to retreat with all of y'all. I think gosh, I don't know my calendar, maybe I'll look at Director Barrera. Is that next… are we doing this retreat next week? Oh my gosh, next week! Time flies. So just be prepared for that. A packing list will, come out pretty soon. I'll let DEO Barrera go more in depth on that, but, get hyped and ready for the retreat. It's going to be an exciting one. I also want to shout out, Director Barrera, for hosting and organizing our leadership retreat that occurred today. That was a retreat with all the, members of the President's Cabinet. That are, just getting us ready for the retreat, getting us ready to set goals and make sure we're measuring our goals for the session, and being on the same page in that regard. It was a really great event, so once again, thank you, Director Barrera. Other than that, we're just looking towards, meetings, in the coming weeks. We'll hopefully be meeting with, Jeff Green, Vice President Calderon and I to discuss the Furthering Education fee waiver program in the next, hopefully next couple of weeks, so we're very excited about that. I'll also be attending, some stuff in regards to the Nevada System of Higher Education or the Nevada Student Alliance, for NSHE and all that fun stuff. I also will be meeting with the Alumni Council, this coming Friday, so if you guys have anything that you want brought up to them, please let me know. Other than that, it's mainly just getting ready. We also have the River Boardwalk District meeting this coming Wednesday, next week, on the 3rd. So, all very exciting stuff, mainly looking towards retreat. If you have any questions about retreat, please direct those to Director Barrera. But I think, oh, and then another thing, too, I always forget this, the Board of Regents is coming up, on the 11th through the 12th. We'll have an agenda pretty soon here, but, we're getting ready to work with, Director Hatch on preparing for, the NSA meetings and the Board of Regents meetings this, this coming this coming June. We do not have a agenda yet. Those are usually, released within. 10 days of the meeting, so once we have that, hopefully Director Hatch will have a brief ready for, Vice President Calderon and I. But we're looking forward to the Board of Regents, always a fun time to engage with our Regents and, advocate for students there. But right now, that's kind of just looking ahead. If y'all have any questions, let me know.”
b. Vice President of the Associated Students, Luke Calderon- “Hello Senators, I hope you guys are all having a great week. Just an hour ago, I had the opportunity to attend the Barrera Resolution Retreat out of Detroit. Great job, loved it. It was a great opportunity to go over some important reminders for us officers and review what we plan to achieve both at Retreat and throughout the year. Excited to see you guys on our retreat, for those who can't make it. I'm gonna miss you guys there, but for everyone who's going, I'm super excited, I honestly can't wait. Dylan and Tony and myself have been working hard toward planning our ASU and Welcome Week concert. They're coming along bit by bit, and I'm excited to continue working towards finalizing the venue, artist, and date. Really can't wait for the student body to be able to experience this, and I hope you guys are all just as excited as I am. You know, me and Dylan allocated some extra money toward it in the budget. So, I really think this is gonna be a great time, I really encourage you guys all to just get yourself excited, you know, find a way to be excited. One of our main things is tradition in our pillars, and we just want students to be excited to be on campus and interact with our student body, so really excited for that. Over the past month, I've been planning… I've been busy planning all the play, so I know with the new student initiative, once again, I go over a follow-up meeting. ASUN is going to be contributing $1,355 toward the event. $950 will go toward 2 hours of Kona Ice. $255 is gonna go towards the rental of the duct tank, and $100 is gonna go towards the student DJ. In addition to these items, we will be handing out some of the leftover orientation shirts. As a reminder, Paws and Plays is June 16th from 5 to 7.30. If you're in Reno, please try to make your way out there. It's a great opportunity to connect with some of the prospective students who will be coming to our campus in the fall, and it'd just be a great opportunity to kind of have a decide what ASUN is and how they can get involved. And lastly, my fun fact of the day is that an ostrich's eye is bigger than their brain. So, that was pretty interesting. Thank you guys.”
c. Chief Justice, Emma Silveyra- “These past two weeks have been pretty chill. I also attended the leadership retreat, and so just getting those materials noted and getting prepped and starting to brainstorm, some games and material for you all. I celebrated my 21st birthday last week, so that was very thrilling and exciting. And something that having my birthday brought up was the need to train my associate justices to be able to swear in officers when needed, and so when I helped semi-train in a rush one of my associate justices, and I'm planning on kind of streamlining a process so that all associate justices in the future get practice. And get prepared to swear in just, officers as needed.”
d. Director of Executive Outreach, Troy Barrera- “Hello, everyone. I hope you are all doing well. Since last time I shared a report, I worked around the clock, pretty much, to get everything retreat finalized. Everything from housing and food, to figuring out transportation logistics, to getting the PO approved for the ropes course we'll be partaking this year. I've had a lot to keep me busy. I also hosted a leadership retreat today for all directors, our Chief Justice, and Speaker of the Senate. This was a very intentional and productive hour preparing our leadership for the retreat in the year ahead, creating goals and setting priorities. Please keep an eye out for an email from me coming out this Friday. This will be an email with everything you need to know, from a packing list to the retreat schedule and more, so anything you need to know about the retreat will be in that email. I'm out of the office this Friday through next Thursday. I won't be getting back in town until 10pm the night before retreat, but if you need anything, please reach out. I'm available via email or Teams, but I can't promise a response until around 10 PM that night, but it's Eastern Time, so it'll be 7pm for all of you. I'm very excited about the retreat. We've put a lot of work into this, and I'm excited to see it come for us next Friday.”
e. Chief of Staff, Madison Atkinson- “I hope you all are having a great day so far. This last week, I've been contacting local high schools to try and present to them and their seniors about the retreat, or not the retreat, sorry, the internship this upcoming year. This morning, President Moss, Director Munoz, and I all got to speak to Spanish Springs High School, and there's a lot of engagement from the students, they all seemed interested and excited, so that's amazing. If you guys have any schools or contact information you'd like to send me, I'd be happy to send the presentation to them and reach out to them. I've also been working on creating an application and interest form for the internship. As of right now, the internship will open July 6th for all departments, and then for clubs and orgs and programming, it'll close August 7th, and then all other close or, well, all other departments will close September 7th. yeah, if you have any questions about that, please reach out to me. I can also send this out in an email, too, once we have, like, the internship form and everything finalized. And then I've also been drafting questions and communicating with the ICC about what questions they want to see on the internship form, application. And, also, before Senna, I was able to attend Director Barrera's retreat pre-retreat retreat thing, and he did such an amazing job showing us how to facilitate meetings and guiding conversations, and yeah, I'm super happy and super thrilled with how that went. If you have any questions, please reach out to me.”
f. Director of Clubs and Organizations, Sienna Nepa- “Hi everyone, I hope you guys are all having a great start to your summer, and if you're going to retreat, I'm super excited to see you all next week. Just in the last few weeks, I've been able to hire our entire department, which is super awesome. I've also had some foundational meetings with various campus partners, like Gabby Turner from Inkblot, Ricky and Val from FSL, and a couple other campus partners. This is just to kind of establish our goals going forward, and make sure that we are all aligned, and that our entire department as a whole is working in favor of the clubs and organizations that we serve. I have also been getting weekly updates from Maddie Wilson regarding the new lounge software, and I'm looking forward to solidifying our club renewal process, which will launch on July 1st, as well as, like scheduling the commissioner training schedule in the next few weeks.
g. Director of Programming, Antonio Munoz- “Hello, everyone. The past few weeks, I have officially completed the hiring process for our programming staff, and by the end of today's Senate meeting, our team will be fully staffed. With that in mind, I have been working closely with alongside my assistant directors to begin planning budgets for our upcoming Welcome Week, as well as our Marketing Strategies for Welcome Week. I have also been in contact with the Director Cook from Sustainability, and we decided to collaborate on a farmer's market event in this August, so be on the lookout for that and for more information regarding that soon. Additionally, I have had the honor of meeting and having lunch with three applicants for the Assistant Vice President. For the Student Affairs position, alongside President Moss, Chief Justice Silvera, Chief of Staff Atkinson, Senator Barris, Director Hatch, and Director Cook. It was a great opportunity to help represent the student perspective during the selection process. I also attended an interview and a Snapchat session afterward for the program coordinator for the student leadership and events position, alongside many other previously mentioned colleagues, as well as members of our professional staff. My assistant director and Assistant Director Ann Reason and Speaker Issa, Director Brown and Director Benuto were also in attendance. It was another great opportunity to engage with the hiring process and connect with members of our campus community. I'm also happy to share that I have had the opportunity to accompany Chief Justice of Staff Atkinson and President Woss to my former high school to present about ASUN and the internship opportunities available through student government. I know there's some future leaders there, and happy to reach out. So, as always, go Cougars! I have also had the pleasure of getting appointed with more of our professional staff and learning more about the work they do and what they do for the university and students. And lastly, I've been diligently working on preparations for Paint the N. In fact, I've even taken it upon myself to paint at the end one weed at a time… one weed at a time, so if anybody is interested in helping me out pull out weeds, I'd be more than happy to sign off on something community service hours. While I was up there, I had the pleasure of speaking with Heather Golding, one of our Nevada State Assembly members, from District 27, so you never know who you might be on the Hill. I've also been working with, Dylan Moss, President Moss, and Vice President Calderon. And some pro staff members on the ASUN concert, so I want us to come on that. And as always, thank you all. I hope to speak with you at retreat, and thanks to the hard work of Director Barrera.”
h. [bookmark: _Int_6uCqS5nf]Director of Government Affairs, Isabelle Hatch- as read by Chief of Staff Atkinson- “Good evening, Senators. I hope the summer is treating you well. Our department has been having off-the-record meetings to discuss our goals and hopes for the upcoming session. We look forward to sharing those at retreat. The department met with the University's Office of Government and Community Engagement to discuss upcoming projects and provide a few introductions for new officers. I attended the NSHE Board of Regents special meeting on May 21st. Furthermore, I look forward to meeting with a few of you in the upcoming weeks, and we are all very excited for retreat. We have begun preparing for the NSHE Board of Regents Quarterly Meeting in June. I will be sure to inform the Senate for opportunities for public comment. Thank you and go pack!”
i. Director of IDEA, Jorge Benuto- “Hi everyone, I hope you guys are enjoying your summer, even though the weather's been a little bit crazy. As you guys all saw last week, my department has been filled and all my officers have been sworn in. What we've been working on is kind of putting together an event calendar for the year, just talking about some things we could do, more advocacy-focused stuff also, besides events, and I will be presenting to the Committee on Idea next Wednesday, just talking about kind of our goals, for the session and what we're going to try and do. Today, I attended the President's Cabinet Leadership Retreat, by Director Barrera. Super fun, I had a great time. Thank you for that. We talked about retreating and skills for facilitating good goal setting for the session with our officers and things like that. And overall, it was a really good opportunity to kind of learn more about stepping into this role. That's all I have for you guys today. If you guys have any questions, just feel free to reach out via email.”
j. Director of Sustainability, Kendra Cook- “I do, thank you. Director Cook, for the record, hello, Senators. I hope you're having a good summer break. Some updates from my department were that I got to sit on the UNR Tahoe Campus Strategic Planning Committee last week to build an intentional future for the campus. Some of the main highlights of this plan are to create impacts through community engagement, being a leader in sustainability, and scholarship. The final vision for the Lake Tahoe campus will be announced during President Sandoval's State of the University Address in October later this year. And if you don't know about the Tahoe campus, this is where the Sustainability Certificate is offered, so you can stay there for a semester and do the certification. And then if you're interested in this program at all, please come talk to me. I'd love to talk to you more about this and give you more information. Some of the other things I've been working on is partnering with programming to host the Farmers Market and Resource Fair during Welcome Week, planning a nature walk activity for the ASUN retreat coming up, and planning the first trash cleanup during Nevada Fit to encourage freshmen participation. So, thank you.”
k. Director of Campus and Public Relations, Keira Mendoza- “Hello Senators, I hope everyone is doing well. I met with the Senate leadership last week to talk about the Legislation Digest and, how to execute it well. That will be up and running by the time the fall semester begins. I also met with Chief of Staff Atkinson to discuss the internship marketing, and I know she's going to make it look amazing. I will be meeting with Heather Speed next week to talk about ways ASUN can collaborate with other organizations on campus and make them feel heard. I will also be meeting with Gabby Turner on Friday to discuss the 94th's marketing timeline and how we can improve the socials. I then plan on reaching out to marketing chairs in each department to keep them updated and on the same page. That is all, thank you.”
l. Director of Campus Wellness, Jordan Brown- “Hi, everyone! I hope you guys are having a great start to your summer. My assistant director, Chris, was appointed to office last week, and I'm super excited to work with him this semester. I know he has some super great ideas. We are planning a time to meet this upcoming week to brainstorm ideas for upcoming tabling events for Campus Wellness this fall. Our goal is to make these events interactive, inclusive, and accessible. We are super excited to start that planning process this upcoming week. And then I also plan to meet with my department and our advisor, Maddie Wilson, after retreat to transition with our new advisor, Lindsey, and we're super excited for the guidance and help she'll provide during our planning process. And then lastly, I plan to meet with Director Cook on Monday to follow up about Safety Week this upcoming fall. That is it, thank you.”
m. Director of Ethics & Compliance, Andrew Sanchez- No report at this time.
n. Speaker of the Senate, Jason Issa- “So, assuming all nominees are present tonight and take their oath of office, we'll officially have nobody left to confirm before retreat, and as such, the Senate will be transitioning to a biweekly schedule moving forward. This means that we will not be meeting this week. So, our first of the meeting back will be on June 17th, and we'll continue meeting every two weeks from there throughout the summer, unless, otherwise necessary. On Thursday, May 21st, Speaker Pro Tempore Evans, Parliamentarian Strabala, Senator Barris, and I met with Amy Kokas, David Turner, and Director Mendoza to discuss the logistics and timelines surrounding the Legislative Digest. And additionally, on Sunday, May 24th, Senator Espinoza, former Senator Doty, and I met to gain additional context regarding the instrument's past relationship with the Title IX Office, now known as the Office of Civil Rights and Access. It was an informative conversation, and we plan to meet with the office in the future to begin forming a stronger open relationship moving forward. At least I will speak to you about that before that happens. I also want to give a shout out to Senators Barris, Castro, Jamuna Wilbur for their Senate recap post to continue efforts to enrich communication. ASUN very serious regarding the work being done in Senate. And additionally, I would like to remind Senators that we do have a candidate on the agenda tonight, so I encourage everyone to approach tonight's discussion with debate and integrity, professionalism, and thoughtful consideration. Regardless of where any individual senator may stand, we owe every candidate a fair, respectful, and attentive process. And of course, because we're meeting the joke tonight, I want to ask things I would like to ask that everyone please try to keep reports as concise as possible for your writing flow on time. And as most of you should know, by now, you have access to all of you should have access to the out-of-box folder now, so please take the time to bookmark that link, that I sent in Teams for easy access moving forward. And as a reminder, this folder contains an important set of resources, including the outreach form, legislation tracker, Committee, templates, and various other materials for the session. I'm still working on that Senate Expectations document, and I plan to have that compiled by this Friday at the latest, and once it is distributed, I ask that everyone please review it thoroughly, as it will help clarify expectations moving forward. And primary season is upon us, so, please do vote and encourage your constituents to vote as well, that would be greatly appreciated, and lastly, I need to let everyone know that I will be visiting my Nona in Italy from June 8th to the 21st, so early to make sure all will be joining our meeting on June 17th. And even though I will be out of the country, I also try to be as available as I can, so please reach out to me if you need any assistance. But if you need any immediate assistance, please contact, Speaker Pro Tempore Evens or Parliamentarian Strabala. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out as always”
9. REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEES (INFORMATION ONLY) 
The Speaker shall recognize the chairperson of each standing committee, in alphabetical order, and then each special committee, in alphabetical order, to report for no longer than five minutes on the committee’s activities since the previous meeting 
 
a. Committee on Academics and Student Affairs - Michael Nubel- No report at this time.
b. Committee on Budget and Finance - Henry Lawson- No report at this time. 
c. Committee on Democratic Civic Engagement - Kaylee Radtke- “I don't have much report. I sent out a when to meet first summer meeting session, so if you haven't put that out, please do as soon as possible. And if you have any questions about your liaison reports, or, you know, your liaison positions, or DC in general, please let me know. Thank you.”
d. Committee on Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion - Viviana Castro- “I'm agendizing currently for our meeting next Wednesday, June 3rd. I'm sorry for a mix-up in dates, that's my mixing up my own schedule with work, apologies. For members of my committee, make sure to check on the, the Teams chat, because I've already put a WTME in there for the summer.”
e. Committee on Government Operations - Lance Zuniga- as read by Speaker Issa- “We're still working on scheduling our meeting over the summer, but Thursdays at 6 p.m. seem to work for everyone, so we're roughly planning for Thursday, June 12th for Thursday, July 17th.”
f. Committee on Safety, Sustainability and Wellness - Anna Barrus- “Hey guys, if you're on my committee, please fill out the one to meet so we can meet over the summer. We have one piece of legislation to look over. Thank you.”
g. Special Committee on Food Insecurity - Alexander Saporito- “We have a meeting this Friday at 3pm. We're gonna be signing liaison positions and the vice chair. If you guys got any presentations, send them to me. That should be it.”
h. Parliamentarian – Faith Strabala- “Hi, guys! I'm gonna keep the shirt sweet. While Speaker Islas in Italy, please feel free to reach out to me, give me a call or text. Pretty good at responding. Also, shout out to Senator Horst and Senator Price for their huge recap. As an honors student, I super appreciate it.”
i. Speaker Pro-Tempore – Dominic Evens- “I met with Luis Aguilar-Herrera a couple days ago regarding my duties as pro tempore. We talked more about the internship program, which is what I've just been doing for the last couple weeks. I'll talk more about it at retreat during our presentation, and before anything's finalized, I'm going to meet with Issa and Strabala about it to make sure everything looks all good. So, let me know if you guys have any questions.”
j. Committee on Oversight - Jason Issa- “The Committee on Oversight last met on Friday, the 15th, where we heard reports from committee chairs, reviewed outreach submissions, and assigned points for appropriates. Overall, I was very pleased with the amount of outreach Senators have already been conducting this early to this session, and I want to especially give out a shout out to Senators Benaventi, Castro, Horvath, Horst, Johnson, Radke, Saporito, and Churchill for demonstrating exceptional outreach efforts and engagement with their constituents. Also, I'm still in the process of finalizing the committee's summer meeting schedule, as there are still a couple of senators who have not yet to complete the wins me. If you have not already done it, please fill it out as soon as possible. And I'll read out the points memo as it stands right now. The current points memo is as followed. Senator Lawson with 1 point, Senator Potter with 2.3 points, Senator Price with 1 point, Senator Rivers with 3.3 points, and Senator Zuniga with 1.3 points. And as a reminder, if you currently have points assigned to you, you will have the opportunity to provide testimony at our next oversight meeting, should you wish to seek both to remove or provide additional context regarding the circumstances surrounding these points. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.
 
10. REPORTS OF SECRETARIES OFFICE (INFORMATION ONLY) 
The Speaker shall recognize any senior officer of the Association to offer a report on official activities since the previous meeting and make any summary announcements for no longer than five minutes.  
 
a. Senate Secretary, Joshua Fan- No report at the time
b. Legislative Clerk, Daphne Gutierrez- No report at the time
 
11. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK APPOINTMENTS (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The motion to fast track a resolution or appointment confirmation shall be in order if recommended by the committee of relevant jurisdiction. 
a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate
 
12. APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS OF SENATORS AND ASUN OFFICIALS (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The Senate will consider the following nominations for Association office. When the Senate has concluded its deliberations, the Senate may approve the nomination, reject the nomination, or take no action upon the nomination.  
a. Senator for the Orvis School of Nursing – Ken Bhardwaj
i. Mr. Bhardwaj presents his experience and qualifications for the role of Senator for the Orvis School of Nursing.
ii. Senator Horst asks “you spoke about having a lot of campus mental health, sort of, I guess, interest. Have you possibly looked into the student advisory board, that's looking to directly impact student camp student mental health, and have you looked into working with them, possibly?”
iii. Mr. Bhardwaj responds “I have not. Again, I think that the timeline of my application and, like, kind of getting the outreach done before I presented to the Senate was a little bit accelerated, so I wasn't getting able to get all that in. It is something that I have written in, like, the footnotes of everything I'm trying to do, because there's a lot of organizations on campus that I think are trying to you know, help counseling services, and also just, like, broadly help, like, mental health services broadly at the university, like, be more accessible to students, but, to answer your question, no, I have not, but it is absolutely something that I would, like to do.
iv. Senator Barrus asks “seeing that there's 8, out of the 24 senators that are women, and your college is majority women, how do you plan to best represent the women in your colleges?”
v. Mr. Bhardwaj responds “Well, first of all, I think effective representation starts with listening, right? And I want to be very clear that my responsibility as a senator would not be to assume experiences I haven't lived myself, but to make sure students feel heard, respected, and advocated for in spaces like these, where decisions about their careers, and their student lives are being made. So the way I see it, the kind of representation the representation that I want to do is, prioritizing, you know, like I said in the presentation, maintaining strong relationships with organizations across the School of Medicine and Orvis, especially you know, like I said, organizations centered around women in healthcare and STEM, I also think that it's very important, that advocacy doesn't stop just, like, once we pass a piece of legislation. For example, I really appreciate your work, Senator Barris, surrounding the ASU and Metro Hygiene Fund, and I'd want to that's one of the things that I want to continue helping promote awareness around, and surrounding resources like that, so students actually know that they exist and how to access them. So, yeah, like, ultimately to me, the representation that I want to bring means being accessible, listening very carefully, and following through responsibly on the concerns that students are bringing forward to me, which is how I plan on, centering my work.
vi. Parliamentarian Strabala asks “Considering that most of the committees are full, if you had your choice of any committees, what committees would you be on, and why?”
vii. Mr. Bhardwaj responds “I would join, ASA, Budget and Finance, SCFI, and IDEA. I've already served in ASA Budget and Finance and SCFI, so I would like to continue the steps that I was taking in the 93rd session with those committees and work closely with the chairs and fellow committee members, there. Idea I was also, I briefly sat on in the 93rd. I think that, there's a lot of work to be done with the Department of IDEA in terms of the stuff that I want to do, in terms of effective representation, and I think that there's a lot of ideas that Director Benuto has that I'm very aligned on. So, I mean, there's also an open seat, and there's a full table, so I would be happy to be one of the senators that would sit on that committee.”
viii. Senator Wilbur asks “I was just wondering, what was your reasoning in this last election cycle for running to represent the College of Science and not for running to represent, Orbis and, the School of Medicine?”
ix. Mr. Bhardwaj responds “I did not have a speech pathology and audiology major at the time of the election. I was only a neuroscience and journalism major at the time. So, obviously, like, I had a decision to make in between those schools as well. I ultimately leaned towards the College of Science because I believed that, I was very I deeply resonated with the work that I was doing, especially with how the type of legislation I was passing was very much geared towards the students of the College of Science, so I felt that moving into the 94th session, it would be very prudent for me to continue the work that, the foundation that I had laid forward, rather than starting anew with the journalism school. I added a speech pathology and audiology major solely for the sake of my professional career. I think that in terms of, like, what I want to do professionally, it makes a lot of sense for me to, add, for me to add a spa major. So that's the reason I added that on, and then ultimately, once I added that on, I was like, I mean, I meet the requirements for the open Senate seat. I didn't initially plan on applying, to be totally transparent, but, I think that it's, this type of work is something that deeply resonates with me. I think that there's still a lot of work that's left to be done, and I would be honored to serve again, which is why I chose to apply.”
x. Senator Scherschel asks “Senator Schirchel, for the record, thank you for your presentation. I just wanted to ask, so last session, you had 3 other senators to help you, with all of your work and making sure that people were represented and everything like that, and I was just wondering how you're planning to approach being the only senator for your college.”
xi. Mr. Bhardwaj responds “Yeah, I mean, yeah, it's no doubt that I had a great supporting cast around me. I will say that after Senator Levy's departure, it was really only three of us running the show, but I think even then, I think that the College of Science is a huge school, not to say that the students that I'm representing are also not going to have a huge population, but I think that there's tiers. You know, so, I think that in terms of the work I want to do, I'm not going to try to overstretch myself in terms of the scope of the things that I want to get done. I'm gonna make sure that I'm grounded and I'm actually able to follow through in the stuff that I'm, I'm presenting, the ideas that I'm presenting right now. So I think insofar as I'm able to do that and not, really overreach and kind of end up disappointing the students that I'm representing, I'd want to stay grounded and make sure that I'm routinely following up on the things that I'm, looking to do.”
xii. Senator Horvath asks “How has your journalism experience helped prepare you to be the senator for the college, for the School of Nursing?”
xiii. Mr. Bhardwaj responds “I think that, yeah, yeah, my experience in the, in the rental school is, been very beneficial for my ability to, like, articulate my thoughts. Obviously, still working on that, but I think that it's been very, very, very, yeah, very beneficial for me, in terms of articulating my thoughts. Obviously, like, writing pieces of legislation, it's been a lot more speedy, since I've, really been a part of the Reynolds school, so I think that, like, it's tangible stuff like that, that has really been, a proponent from me being a student in the Reynolds School.
xiv. Senator Barrus debates “I am a little iffy on voting yes. Obviously, I think Ken is… was a great senator in the 93rd, and I'm also a little biased because he is my little for PiE. The reason why I'm a little hesitant is only because there's 8 women at this table, and there's 25 seats total. I'd love to have more female representation, but I think Ken would be great in filling the seat, but I am a little on the edge, so if anyone has any points of debate that would kind of steer me more towards voting yes, I would take that into consideration.”
xv. [bookmark: _Int_v26YfzuY]Parliamentarian Strabala debates “I totally agree with Anna. I was actually looking at what the statistics were in approximately 83% of nursing is women, and 56% of the School of Medicine is women, so that's an extremely large majority. However, I do think that he represents other communities, like the East Asian community, that we don't have anyone at this table, really. And that's also a large population of UNR as a generalization. Which I think he represents really well. I feel like he would do really well, and I an idea, and he was a great senator in the previous, session, and obviously we're friends, so I think he's a great candidate, but I think that we should all keep in mind that we're lacking women at the table, and what we can all do to encourage more.”
xvi. Senator Horst debates “Do we have anybody else who's volunteered for the senator position? Like, who applied? Yeah. We did have one candidate, but they did not meet the requirements to be a senator, so they're not on the agenda. Okay, and then another question for the body, is it pertinent to have a senator for the School of Nursing and Medicine at this moment?”
xvii. Senator Barrus responds “I also forgot to bring this up in my initial point of debate, but this seat has also been historically vacant since it's been a seat, so that college has gone historically underrepresented, so if we end up not voting for Mr. Barnwash tonight, this seat will probably be vacant for the rest of the session.”
xviii. Senator Wilbur debates “I will say, initially, I was, leaning towards no on this candidate, and then, but then through this period of debate, I do think that after hearing that this school has historically been underrepresented, it is far, it is far better to have someone that is actually able to sit here at this table to represent these students, instead of having an empty seat at the table and having this population of students of our university go unrepresented, so I'm leaning towards yes at this time.”
xix. Senator Scherschel debates “I'm a little 50-50 at the moment myself. Something that I try to do as a senator is to take in things like race and gender as a factor for voting for someone, but I don't want that to be the sole reason for why I vote for someone. I think that, when Mr. Barwage was a senator last session, he did a lot of great work. I would love to see a woman here, but I think I'm probably leaning a little heavier on the yes side, just because of the work that he has done, and I think he'll do a good job, and it would be nice to have someone fill the seat.”
xx. Senator Horvath debates “Okay, so, I'm also 50-50. My two negatives, I do see… so, I do see this as carpetbagging, just for political gain. But I don't think we should be going after, force-centered bardwash. just because he's, not a woman. In the 93rd session, he was a very strong senator. He has an amazing track record. I'm 50-50 right now. But I don't think we should be going against him just because he's a man. We should not be playing identity politics at, right now. But he is a strong senator. From what he's shown to us before. And his, stances on mental health, I really do like. I do support that, and, I would help him if we do elect him right now, regarding mental health initiatives, in the Senate in this session.”
xxi. Parliamentarian Strabala responds “Just for clarification, my issue is not that Ken is a man, but my issue is that he's possibly going to represent a college that has a very, very large female population. And that's really important. However, I do believe that because this is a traditionally unrepresented and underrepresented college, I think having him in the position, especially with his previous Senate abilities and capabilities and understandings, would be fantastic, but I think it's just something we need to keep in mind.”
xxii. Senator Price debates “I really appreciated hearing everyone's debate and just kind of taking everything in, that people were saying. I do want to just remind everyone that this is also the same body, that voted, in favor just a few weeks ago, to protect, women's reproductive rights. Despite still being a majority male body, and so I just did want to highlight that as well, saying that that's a really good step, in, I guess, highlighting the struggles that women face, on college campuses, but also, I hope that we can have that work continue. I think that we've proven, yeah, I think that we've proven that this body, despite being majority male, does still keep in mind, the interests of women on our campus.”
xxiii. Speaker Pro Tempore Evans debates “I am definitely gonna vote yes on Bhardwaj. I was a senator last session, and when I watched Bardwash's presentation versus last session versus this session, I think there is extreme improvement on how he handled himself here. I don't think his last presentation was terrible, but there were some critiques about the way he was speaking that people had problems with, and now looking at this presentation, I was extremely impressed with how he made it. I thought he answered questions well. And also just the fact that if we did postpone this or didn't vote for Bhardwaj, this seat would most likely remain vacant for a long time. So I will be voting yes for Bhardwaj.”
xxiv. Senator Castro debates “I'm just gonna play a little devil's advocate really quickly, which is to say that I'm of the opinion that this and someone who's as interested in this sea as Mr. Bardwage, would be more willing, than average to come back if we were to decide to consider this matter again next week. I want to remind everyone that This position we sit in as senators, it's strange, and it's mechanics and the fact that, unlike any other job, we don't actually present ourselves, we don't actually see candidates who are presenting themselves with the amount of time that they would get in a job interview, with the level of depth of questions we can ask them. I'm just thinking back on my history of being frustrated with the questions and conversations we've had in haste, rather than things we've been able to think through, and I'm questioning whether or not the table would be more favorably seeking a motion to postpone until next week, I think it's rational to think about giving us more time to think about this thing.”
xxv. Senator Wilbur debates “I just wanted to kind of add something to what Luis just said. If we were able if we were even able to postpone this vote, we would be taking away representation for this group of students for additional time when we don't have to do that. We were all elected to represent students, why are… why would but why are we thinking against taking away representation for some students?”
xxvi. Senator Scherschel debates “still a little in the middle, but just thinking out my thought process here, on some of the positives, something I really admired from, Bardwash when he was a senator was how quick he was at writing the legislation and the quality that came from it. That he would see an issue or often help another new senator and help them with their pieces of legislation. My only other thing on the negative side is when, Luis brought up, what our college, like, wants to see in representing students, I look back personally to the votes and that my school did not vote for. Mr. Bhardwaj, so that has me a little hung up, but I think I am still leaning slightly towards yes.”
xxvii. Senator Strunk debates “I think he did a great job last session. He was very vocal on the table, kind of communicating his ideas, did a great job on registration and to add something else that I was gonna point out. I think what kind of highlighted, what everyone's been saying, too, of course, we also want representation of the majority of that, big majority for nursing. But overall, I'd rather have someone that's on the table who's ready for the ideas out, compared to waiting God knows how long, maybe weeks, months, before we actually get someone nursing.”
xxviii. Mr. Bhardwaj is confirmed as the Senator for the Orvis School of Nursing.
 
13. VETO MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The Senate may reconsider acts vetoed by the ASUN President if they are returned by the President with his objections.  
 
a. There are no veto's submitted to the Speaker of the Senate. 
 
14. CONSENT AGENDA (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The Speaker shall sequentially proceed through such acts of legislation that have been previously been placed on the consent agenda. Such acts shall be considered adopted by consent, unless a single senator rises in objection thereto. All acts so objected are immediately placed on the end of the agenda for second reading.  
a. Event Programmer – Taytem Lommori
b. Event Programmer – Ryenn Lommori
c. Event Programmer – Mary Slater
d. Club Commissioner – Andrew Gonzales
e. Club Commissioner – Emily Gomez
i. Speaker Issa seeks a motion to approve Agenda items 14a-e through unanimous consent.
ii. So moved by Senator Barrus
iii. Second by Senator Wilbur.
 
15. FIRST READING OF LEGISLATION (INFORMATION ONLY) 
The following bills and resolutions will receive their first reading and may be considered under item 16 
a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate 
 
16. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK LEGISLATION (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
A senator may move that legislation under item 16 of this agenda be considered at this meeting. Such a motion shall only be in order provided that a one-day notice has been given to the speaker. The motion shall be decided without debate, and shall require the consent of a two-thirds majority of the senate.  

a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate 
 
17. REFERRALS TO COMMITTEE (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate 
 
18. SECOND READING OF LEGISLATION (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The following bills and resolutions will receive their second reading and may be considered:  

a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate


19. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 

a. Senate Committee Changes and Additions
a. Senator Bhardwaj moves to appoint himself to the committees on Academics and Student Affairs, Budget and Finance, IDEA, and the Special Committee on Food Insecurity through unanimous consent.
b. Second by Senator Price.
c. Senator Potter moves to place himself on the Committee on IDEA through unanimous consent.
d. Second by Senator Barrus.
b. Senator Reports
a. Senator Horst reports “I'm working on two pieces of legislation, one in support of park and order, which is a campaign on campus, and another against the increase in permit fees. I don't know if you all have seen that. If you would like to reach out to me about it, please do. Shout out to Senator Espinoza for asking through the lab, I really appreciate it. Two, so, I met with Dean Means, Senator Price met with Dean Means Weekly. And we were going to see if we could possibly come up with a list of honor students. If you are an honor student, could you please see me on Teams? I'd really appreciate it. And last but not least, we have an honors session and an honors fit slot for ASUN specifically, if you'd like to share something, something, a memorable moment, impacts, and opportunities that you've had in ASU as a senator, please feel free to send it to me, and I will be sure to incorporate it in my presentation. Thank you.”
b. Senator Barrus reports “I'm gonna try and keep this very brief. So, something super cool. Assemblywoman, Erica Roth saw the question 6 bill that I passed recently, and invited me and the other authors to a Planned Parenthood fundraiser event. Since both of the authors could not make it, Speaker Isa came with me. So, this was a super cool opportunity, and we were able to share the mission of ASUN and what we do as a student body. We also led a lot of different advocates on how we can continue to advocate for Question 6. I also went to one of the ABP lunches on May 19th. It was a super cool opportunity to get to know one of the candidates, and I'm super excited to see you fill this position. And then, regarding the emergency contraceptive vending machine, I'll probably be beating this dead horse until, August, but I had two meetings. One, I know of Kelly Cleland, who's the Executive Director of the American Society for Emergency Contraception. We discussed different ways to market the machine administrators to make sure that we could get this out. I also reached out to CSUN student body president. I was very pleased to find out they already knew who I was through my senator Instagram, so go pack. But the purpose of this was to discuss emergency contraception and what it looks like on their campus. I found out they already have a vending machine on their campus in one of the dorm halls, and I hope to use this as a leverage to promote it on our campus. I also discussed the potential for a joint resolution with CSUN, so I'll let you know how this progresses. I also met with Michelle, who's the new manager of the bookstore, to discuss how we can utilize the vending machine AZ1 already owns, so it's that one on the first floor by the store. I found out they'd be totally down to revamp it downstairs to make it more of a wellness corner, so moving forward, this is going a lot faster than I originally thought, so we're looking at contracts into getting Plan Bs, fentanyl testing strips, Advil, Tylenol, Tums, pregnancy tests, condoms and other wellness items, so I should hear back in two weeks' time to see if these contracts are able to take in place. If so, Plan B will be the vending machines by office, so super excited.”
c. Senator Saporito reports “This Saturday, from 12 to 2 p.m, if you know where Container Park is, it's near Fremont, CABNR is hosting an event with the Southern Nevada Food Council, giving out educational access to food recipients in Vegas. So I'm going, if you guys are interested in going, let me know. I believe they're looking for volunteers, but it should be a good time. Alright, thank you.”


20. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (INFORMATION ONLY) 

- There are no comments or announcements at this time.
21. PUBLIC COMMENT (INFORMATION ONLY)
a. Luis Aguilar-Herrera comments “Dear Senators, great conversation today, like the critical questions, like the critical thinking, and being objective retreat next week. I'm looking forward to a great time with all of you. Please bring your energy, bring your enthusiasm, be open-minded, meet new people, open to new ideas, and more importantly, have fun and connect with your fellow senators and officers. So, great job, look forward to connecting with all of you next week.”
22. ADJOURNMENT 
Speaker Issa adjourned the Senate of the Associated Students meeting on May 27th, 2026 at 8:51 PM in the 
Joe Crowley Student Union room 320 and over Zoom.
