94th Session of the Senate of the Associated Students 
Minutes for Wednesday, April 29th, 2026 at 5:30 P.M. 
In Person: Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 Speaker Issa called the Senate of the Associated meeting to order on April 29th 2025 at 5:31 PM in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union and on zoom. Presiding Secretary Finau

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & LAND ACKNOWLEDGE
“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all” “We acknowledge that the University of Nevada, Reno is situated on the traditional homelands of the Numu (Northern Paiute), Wašiw (Washoe), Newe (Western Shoshone), Nuwu (Southern Paiute) peoples. These lands continue to be a gathering place for Indigenous Peoples and we recognize their deep connections to these places. We extend our appreciation for the opportunity to live and learn on their territory.”
3. COMPLIANCE WITH NEVADA OPEN MEETING LAW  
a. Was the agenda posted three full working days by 9 am, not including the meeting date? It is. • https://nevadaasun.com/meetings/senate-of-the-associated-students-13/ 
b. Is the meeting taking place on the day of the week, month, day, year, at the time and location listed on the agenda? It is
c. Is the Zoom link working and available to the public? It is.
d. “I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all”

4. ROLL CALL 
Present: Speaker Issa, Speaker Pro Tempore Evens, Parliamentarian Strabala, Senators Anderson, Barrus, Benevente, Cain, Castro, Espinoza, Horst, Horvath, Johnson, Lawson, Nubel, Potter, Price, Radtke, Rivers, Saporito, Scherschel, Strunk, Wilbur, Williams, Zuniga

Absence Excused: Senators Wilson
Absence Unexcused: Senators
-A quorum was present 
 
5. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
a. There are no minutes to be approved at this time.
6. PUBLIC COMMENT (INFORMATION ONLY) 
a. Chief Justice Silveyra comments on “In this formal letter of resignation from my position of Associate Justice on the Judicial Council of ASUN, I’d like to express my gratitude for the opportunity to work alongside you all. Though my two-year term is up, I am grateful for the experiences and friends I made on the Council. I know that my fellow Council members will do a great job, and I am excited to hear about what amazing things they, and new members, will do in the years to come. Thank you all for two great sessions at ASUN! -- Megan Cavallar”
b. Sephora Lee comments on the qualifications of Kendra Cook for the Director of Sustainability.
7. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND REFERRAL 
The Senate will receive communications addressed to the Senate and, if necessary, refer each to the appropriate committee. No action will be taken on communications other than referring them to committee unless placed on the fast-track agenda. 
a. Chief of Staff – Madison Atkinson 
b. Director of Executive Outreach – Troy Barrera 
c. Director of Campus Wellness – Jordan Brown 
d. Director of Sustainability – Kendra Cook 
e. Director of Campus & Public Relations – Keira Mendoza
i. Speaker Issa seeks a motion to approve agenda items 7a-e through unanimous consent
ii. Speaker Pro Tempore Evans moves to approve agenda items 7a-e through unanimous consent
iii. Senator Barrus seconds the motion

8. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS (INFORMATION ONLY) 
The Speaker shall recognize any senior officer of the Association, including the Secretary, to offer a report on his or her official activities since the previous meeting and make any summary announcements he or she deems necessary for no longer than five minutes. 
 
a. President of the Associated Students, Dilon Moss- reports continuing conducting interviews for cabinet positions and his presentation of this year's Athletics Wolfy Awards and his AI Task Force meeting University leadership. 
b. Vice President of the Associated Students, Luke Calderon- reports on his presentation of this year’s Athletics Wolfy Awards and has started his search for the Welcome Week concert for next Semester. The random fun fact of the day is that kangaroos cannot walk backwards. 
c. Chief Justice, Emma Silveyra- reports that today is Denim Day, a day to remember sexual support survivors and her first interviews for Associate Justices.
d. Director of Executive Outreach, VACANT 
e. Chief of Staff, VACANT 
f. Director of Clubs and Organizations, VACANT 
g. Director of Programming, Antonio Munoz- reports on conducting interviews for the programming board and being very nice to talk to. 
h. [bookmark: _Int_dstozyrO]Director of Government Affairs, Isabelle Hatch- no report at this time
i. Director of IDEA, VACANT 
j. Director of Sustainability, VACANT 
k. Director of Campus and Public Relations, VACANT 
l. Director of Campus Wellness, VACANT 
m. Director of Ethics & Compliance, Andrew Sanchez- no report at this time
n. Speaker of the Senate, Jason Issa- "Good evening, everyone. I would like to begin with a few updates regarding Senate operations and expectations moving forward. First, last week I began our first period of one-on-one check-ins with each Senator. These meetings are an important opportunity for us to connect, discuss your goals, and ensure you have the support you need to be successful this session. If you have not yet scheduled a one-on-one with me, please do so as soon as possible. At this time, the following Senators have not yet scheduled a meeting with me: Barrus, Castro, Espinoza, Evans, Horst, Lawson, Potter, Price, Rivers, Strabala, Strunk, Wilson, and Zuniga. I look forward to meeting with each of you soon. Second, this is a reminder that our first outreach period is due on May 6th—Dead Day. It has been brought to my attention that our returning Senators do not yet have access to the Nevada Box. I am currently in communication with Associate Director Aguilar-Herrera to resolve this issue as quickly as possible. In the meantime, please use the updated links that I have shared in the Teams chat to access both the Outreach Form and the Legislation Tracker. Third, I would like to address today’s agenda. We are honored to have two faculty presentations this evening. I ask that all Senators remain attentive, engaged, and respectful throughout these presentations. Our guests have taken time out of their schedules to be here with us, and it is important that we extend the highest level of professionalism and courtesy. Please feel free to ask thoughtful and respectful questions when appropriate. Fourth, we will be meeting again next week on Dead Day. I understand that this may be a challenging time due to finals and studying; however, we do have important business to complete, including the confirmation of two remaining cabinet nominees. At this time, I do not anticipate that the meeting will be lengthy. If you foresee any issues with attendance, please reach out to me following tonight’s meeting. Additionally, we will be suspending the rules of the Senate at our next meeting to allow for flexibility with meeting dates and outreach requirements. Even after we suspend the rules, we will continue to meet weekly until all Assistant Directors, Commissioners, and Programmers are confirmed. Following those confirmations, we will transition to a biweekly summer meeting schedule. Any outreach conducted over the summer will count toward the first outreach period of the Fall 2026 semester. Finally, Committee Chairs, please schedule your first committee meeting at your earliest convenience—especially for committees with liaison responsibilities. It is important that members are assigned and that liaison contacts are established as soon as possible so that committees can begin their work early, build strong relationships with campus and community partners, and ensure that all responsibilities and expectations are met in a timely and effective manner.”
9. REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEES (INFORMATION ONLY) 
The Speaker shall recognize the chairperson of each standing committee, in alphabetical order, and then each special committee, in alphabetical order, to report for no longer than five minutes on the committee’s activities since the previous meeting 
 
a. Committee on Academics and Student Affairs - Michael Nubel- Reports on meeting with the university libraries and with the liaison for residential life.
b. Committee on Budget and Finance - Henry Lawson- reports on the Budget and Finance committee will be meeting on Fridays.
c. Committee on Democratic Civic Engagement - Kaylee Radtke- Reports on the first DCE meeting will be on Thursday and a reminder for everyone to fill out the meeting form. 
d. Committee on Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion - Viviana Castro- Reports on their first meeting and a reminder for everyone to fill out the meeting form. 
e. Committee on Government Operations - Lance Zuniga- Reports on their tentative first meeting and a reminder for everyone to fill out the meeting form. 
f. Committee on Safety, Sustainability and Wellness - Anna Barrus- “Hey guys, I hope you are all doing well. SSW will be meeting next week on Friday at 4:00 p.m. We already have one piece for first reading; we will assign liaison positions and have vice chair elections.”
g. Special Committee on Food Insecurity - Alexander Saporito- Reports on two organizations that contacted him and for everyone to fill out the meeting form. 
h. Parliamentarian – Faith Strabala- No report at this time
i. Speaker Pro-Tempore – Dominic Evens- “Hello everybody, hope you’re doing well and studying, getting ready for finals. Update on the lab coat drive. I placed bins on the 3rd and 4th floor of the DMSC with the permission of Sam DiMouza, and with the help of the chemistry lab instructor Dr. Mahoney emailing all Chem TAs about the lab coat drive, I was able to collect 10 lab coats today already, which is pretty awesome considering we haven’t posted a flyer on the ASUN Instagram. During this week and next week, my science senators and I will be doing the lab coat duties, we will get a flyer posted on the ASUN Instagram, email STEM Professors, and do everything we can to market this drive. Let me know if you have any questions about it all.”
j. Committee on Oversight - Jason Issa- “I am currently working to schedule our first Committee on Oversight meeting as soon as possible. A few Senators have not yet submitted their When2Meet—you know who you are—so please complete that at your earliest convenience so we can move forward with scheduling. Again, with regard to outreach, this is a reminder that outreach is due by the end of our Dead Day Senate meeting. This will be the only outreach period for this semester, and there will be no outreach period over the summer. However, any outreach completed during the summer will count toward the first outreach period of the Fall 2026 semester. If you have any questions or need clarification, please do not hesitate to reach out.”
 
10. REPORTS OF SECRETARIES OFFICE (INFORMATION ONLY) 
The Speaker shall recognize any senior officer of the Association to offer a report on official activities since the previous meeting and make any summary announcements for no longer than five minutes.  
 
a. Senate Secretary, Joshua Fan- No report at the time
b. Legislative Clerk, Daphne Gutierrez- No report at the time
 
11. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK APPOINTMENTS (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The motion to fast track a resolution or appointment confirmation shall be in order if recommended by the committee of relevant jurisdiction. 
 
a. Chief of Staff – Madison Atkinson 
b. Director of Executive Outreach – Troy Barrera 
c. Director of Campus Wellness – Jordan Brown 
d. Director of Sustainability – Kendra Cook 
e. Director of Campus & Public Relations – Keira Mendoza
i. Speaker Issa 
ii. Senator 
iii. Senator Scherschel seconds 
12. APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS OF SENATORS AND ASUN OFFICIALS (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The Senate will consider the following nominations for Association office. When the Senate has concluded its deliberations, the Senate may approve the nomination, reject the nomination, or take no action upon the nomination.  
a. Chief of Staff – Madison Atkinson 
i. Ms. Atkinson presents on her qualifications and plans for her role as chief of staff for this upcoming year and how important the intern program is to ASUN.
ii. Senator Barrus asks “What does running the internship coordination committee look like for you, ensuring high retention in our program and making sure interns understand you are a resource for them to go to? When seeking applicants in the ASUN internship program, how are you going to foster diversity within the program, ensuring we get a large group of students from all different backgrounds.”
iii. Senator Barrus debates the nature of her qualifications and expresses her support for Ms. Atkinson.
iv. Senator Saporito debates her qualifications, mentioning how Ms. Atkinson was his vice chair for SCFI last year and expresses his support.
v. Ms. Atkison is confirmed as the Chief of Staff
b. Director of Executive Outreach – Troy Barrera 
i. Mr. Barrera presents his experience and qualifications for the role and his plans for the 94th session.
ii. [bookmark: _Int_7rRX68Uc]Senator Barrus asks “How do you plan to help to support the Vice President in planning events such as Block Party, Paws n Play, etc., to ensure continued engagement with our student body?”
iii. Senator Scherschel asks details about a specific form that Mr. Barrera would like every officer to fill out regarding outreach hours. 
iv. Parliamentarian Strabala asks how Mr. Barrera will promote accessibility and carry it out.
v. Senator Lawson asks for clarification for the outreach hours form if it is a budget form or not. 
vi. Parliamentarian Strabala asks if Mr. Barrera means transparency when he says accessibility.
vii. Mr. Barrera is confirmed as the Director of Executive Outreach 
c. Director of Campus Wellness – Jordan Brown 
i. Ms. Brown presents her experience and qualifications for the role as director and her plans for this current session.
ii. Senator Barrus asks how Ms. Brown will grow the ASUN Menstrual Hygiene fund for future sessions. 
iii. Ms. Brown is confirmed as the Director of Campus Wellness 
d. Director of Sustainability – Kendra Cook 
i. Ms. Cook presents her qualifications and experience for the role as director and her plans for this session.
ii. Senator Barrus asks “I was the Senator who authored the bill to reinstate the ASUN menstrual hygiene fund. How do you plan to grow the ASUN Menstrual Hygiene Fund, to ensure that this initiative stays alive for sessions to come?”
iii. Senator Horst asks for more details on the specific initiatives Ms. Cook wants to implement this session.
iv. Senator Saporito debates the experience Ms. Cook has and expresses his support for her as Director
v. Senator Barrus debates and echoes Senator Saporito in his support for Ms. Cook. 
vi. Parliamentarian Strabala debates and agrees with the past two senators and reiterates how important this position is. 
vii. Senator Horst debates and mentions how she has known Ms. Cook for years and that she is excited to see her ideas potentially come to fruition. 
viii. Ms. Cook is confirmed as the Director of Sustainability 
e. Director of Campus & Public Relations – Keira Mendoza
i. Ms. Mendoza presents her experience and qualifications and plans for this session as the Director. 
ii. Senator Barrus asks “Do you see a collaboration in the future to post more transparency towards potential legislative digests within Senate or budget reviews?”
iii. Senator Price asks how we can better utilize the ASUN Instagram account to promote students. 
iv. Parliamentarian Strabala asks how Ms. Mendoza will make sure that none of the events that ASUN puts on get buried.
v. Senator Horvath asks if Ms. Mendoza will use the journalism students to help with the outreach. 
vi. Ms. Mendoza is confirmed as the Director of Campus & Public Relations
13. VETO MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The Senate may reconsider acts vetoed by the ASUN President if they are returned by the President with his objections.  
 
a. There are no veto's submitted to the Speaker of the Senate. 
 
14. CONSENT AGENDA (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The Speaker shall sequentially proceed through such acts of legislation that have been previously been placed on the consent agenda. Such acts shall be considered adopted by consent, unless a single senator rises in objection thereto. All acts so objected are immediately placed on the end of the agenda for second reading.  
a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate 
 
15. FIRST READING OF LEGISLATION (INFORMATION ONLY) 
The following bills and resolutions will receive their first reading and may be considered under item 16 
a. S.B. 94 – An Act to Approve the Budget for the Fiscal Year 2027 
b. Speaker Issa seeks a motion to approve agenda item 15a through unanimous consent
c. Speaker Pro Tempore Evens moves to approve agenda item 15a through unanimous consent
d. Second by Senator Barrus

 
16. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK LEGISLATION (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
A senator may move that legislation under item 16 of this agenda be considered at this meeting. Such a motion shall only be in order provided that a one-day notice has been given to the speaker. The motion shall be decided without debate, and shall require the consent of a two-thirds majority of the senate.  
a. No items were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate for Fast-Track
 
17. REFERRALS TO COMMITTEE (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION)  
a. S.B. 94 – An Act to Approve the Budget for the Fiscal Year 2027
b. Speaker Issa seeks a motion to approve agenda item 17a through unanimous consent
c. Senator Barrus moves to approve agenda item 17a through unanimous consent
d. Second by Senator Lawson

 
18. SECOND READING OF LEGISLATION (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
The following bills and resolutions will receive their second reading and may be considered:  
a. No items were submitted for second reading to the Speaker of the Senate

19. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
a. Senate Presentation – PackLife 
The Senate will hear a presentation from Director Dean Kennedy and Assistant Director Maddy Wilson regarding the University’s transition away from PackLife. The old system is pretty dated, and this new alternative can help in almost every way.
i. Senator Scherschel asks if it would be possible to specific colleges to have their own spaces on this new system.
ii. Senator Lawson asks if the new ASUN website is going to be similar to this new system “Lounge”.
iii. Senator Scherschel asks what train programers would go through with this new app and if there would be anything over the summer. 
iv. Senator Wilbur asks if the university is the first campus that is utilizing Lounge or if other places have used it before us. 
v. Senator Price asks if the PO forms or Credit Card request forms are also going to be incorporated into Lounge. 
vi. Senator Scherschel asks how club commissioners will navigate Lounge next year provided that we adopted the new program.
vii. Senator Horst asks if Lounge will be compatible with Microsoft Callender or Canvas.
b. Senate Presentation – Office of Financial Aid & Scholarships 
The Senate will hear a presentation from Associate Director Geoffrey Green and Assistant Director Elizabeth Nubel regarding changes to student loans as a result of the passage of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act. 
i. Senator Johnson asks if the senators can be sent the presentation for future review.
ii. Senator Horst asks how the Big Beautiful Bill changes the qualifiers of Pell grants.
iii. Senator Lawson asks if there is any change to the Millenium Scholarship under the Big Beautiful Bill.
iv. Parliamentarian Strabala asks the time frame regarding legacy students and financial aid under the Big Beautiful Bill.
v. Senator Horvath asks if the cap number of scholarships students are able to receive.
vi. Senator Johnson asks if enrolling into a different major or minor will switch your status to “new” students instead of “legacy” students.
c. Senate Committee Changes and Additions 
The Senate may make changes to committee assignments. 
i. Senator Lawson motions to remove himself from the Committee of IDEA through unanimous consent
ii. Senator Scherschel seconds 
iii. Senator Potter motions to place himself on the Committee on SSW and Budget and Finance through unanimous consent.
iv. Senator Barrus seconds
v. Senator Rivers motions to remove himself on the Committee of ASA through unanimous consent.
vi. Senator Scherschel seconds
d. Senator Reports 
The Senate will share progress they have made in ASUN-related activities that they have been working on.
i. Senator Barrus reports “Hello everyone, long time no see. Recently, I have been having conversations with Senator Castro and Director Hatch on a piece I am co-writing, “S.R. 94 – A Resolution in Support of Nevada Ballot Question 6”. Senator Castro and I both agreed this is something we need to have support for, as abortion access is important to continue to have in Nevada. The question is phrased, “Should the Nevada Constitution be amended to create an individual's fundamental right to an abortion, without interference by state or local governments, whenever the abortion is performed by a qualified health-care professional until fetal viability, or when necessary to protect the health or life of the pregnant individual at any point during the pregnancy?" On November 5, 2024, Nevada voters passed Question 6 by 64.36%-35.64% this initiated constitutional amendments need to be approved in two even-numbered election years in Nevada, Question 6 will need to be passed again by voters for the initiative to go into effect.”
ii. Senator Johnson reports on meeting with speaker Issa on Monday to go over his plans for this session and a meeting with the assistant dean to the college of engineering and growing the classes provided at the Tahoe campus. 
iii. [bookmark: _Int_vWjWT3iX]Senator Horst reports on reaching out to the Director of parking reservices in an effort to reform the commuter student relationship. 
iv. Senator Horvath reports on having a meeting with the dean of the school of journalism. 
v. Senator Lawson reports on an update with the UNR rebranding efforts started in the previous session.
vi. Speaker Pro Tempore Evens reports “Hello everybody, hope you’re doing well and studying, getting ready for finals. Update on the lab coat drive. I placed bins on the 3rd and 4th floor of the DMSC with the permission of Sam DiMouza, and with the help of the chemistry lab instructor Dr. Mahoney emailing all Chem TAs about the lab coat drive, I was able to collect 10 lab coats today already, which is pretty awesome considering we haven’t posted a flyer on the ASUN Instagram. During this week and next week, my science senators and I will be doing the lab coat duties, we will get a flyer posted on the ASUN Instagram, email STEM Professors, and do everything we can to market this drive. Let me know if you have any questions about it all.”

20. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (INFORMATION ONLY) 
a. Senator Radtke announces going to an event at the Washoe County Commission with President Sandaval and President Moss
b. Senator Saporito announces a guitar concert going on that Friday for his retiring guitar professor. 
21. PUBLIC COMMENT (INFORMATION ONLY) 
a. Dillon Moss, President of the Associated Students of Nevada, comments on how well and how grateful he is to the Senate in their patience during the hiring and confirmation process of his cabinet and their subsidiary positions. 
22. ADJOURNMENT 
Speaker Issa adjourned the Senate of the Associated Students meeting on April 29th, 2025 at 7:48 PM in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union and on Zoom.

