Senate of the Associated
Students of the University of
Nevada

915t Session, 2023-2024

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF FENTANYL
TESTING STRIPS

Resolution Number: 64
Authored By: Senator Limbacher and Beaulac

Sponsored By: 2023-2024 Student Government Assembly

Whereas, from 1999 to 2021, 645,000 people died from drug overdose in the United States’;

Whereas, fentanyl is a tasteless, synthetic opioid 50 times more potent than heroine and 10 times
stronger than morphine;

Whereas, fentanyl can cause sedation, confusion, drowsiness, dizziness, nausea, vomiting, urinary
retention, pupillary, cyanosis, comas, and respiratory failures leading to death?;

Whereas, 2 milligrams of fentanyl is considered a lethal dose. To put this into perspective, this tiny
amount of fentanyl is small enough to fit onto the tip of a pencil;

Whereas, in 2022, fentanyl was the leading cause of drug-related deaths, contributing to 68.4% of
cases and was responsible for 200 deaths every day in the United States;

Whereas, fentanyl deaths are up 540% in the last three years in the United States>;
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Whereas, in 2021, 20.4 million illegal prescription pills were seized by the US Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) and over half of them contained fentanyl¢;

Whereas, 7T out of 10 pills seized by the DEA contain a lethal dose of fentanyl, and 62 million fentanyl
pills have been seized so far in 20237;

Whereas, according to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA),
harm reduction “is an evidence-based approach that is critical to engaging with people who use drugs and
equipping them with life-saving tools and information to create positive change in their lives and potentially
save their lives.”’8;

Whereas, in a study conducted by Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health to understand
fentanyl overdose harm-reduction methods, 84% of respondents were concerned about the presence of
fentanyl in the drugs they consumed?;

Whereas, in a study published by the Harm Reduction Journal, young adults were given, and trained
on, fentanyl testing strips, and 95% reported that they planned to continue using the testing strips'’;

Whereas, in the same study, 50% of participants reported at least one positive test result, over a ten
(10) month period;

Whereas, the University of South California (USC) only began distributing fentanyl testing strips after
the disastrous loss of twelve (12) students, highlighting the urgent need for institutions to implement harm-
reduction methods!l;

Whereas, rather than waiting for tragedy to occur, institutions need to get ahead of substance- related

issues, such as the introduction of drug testing strips on campuses;
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Whereas, many other universities give their students life-saving access to fentanyl testing strips, such
as the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Riverside University of California, University of California, Santa
Barbara, University of California, Santa Cruz, University of Washington, University of New Mexico,
University of Colorado, Boulder, West Virginia University, University of Maryland, and New York University;

Whereas, fentanyl testing strips are extremely easy to use, and can be used with multiple different
forms of drugs, including pills, pastes, sprays, liquids, and powders 2;

Whereas, fentanyl testing strips have been proven to have a 96% to 100% accuracy rate'?;

Whereas, fentanyl testing strips are priced a just one dollar'3;

Whereas, individuals may hold the perception that the availability of these testing strips could
inadvertently encourage or legitimize drug use, however, they are failing to recognize the complexity of
addiction and the role that fentanyl testing strips have in saving lives;

Whereas, instead of promoting reckless behavior, testing strips empower users to make informed
decisions about their drug use, reducing the risk of accidental overdoses;

Whereas, as an Association, we need to prioritize saving lives over making judgements about the
morality of testing strips;

Whereas, the University of California, San Francisco, found that distributing fentanyl testing strips did

not increase fentanyl use on campus'4;

Whereas, it must be considered that without these tools, people might unknowingly consume drugs

containing fentanyl, leading to more overdoses;

W hereas, fentanyl testing strips are just one part of a broader harm reduction strategy, and should be

used simultaneously with other preventative measure;
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Be it resolved that, The Associated Students of the University of Nevada, Reno supports and strongly
encourages fentanyl testing strips become readily available on campus.
Be it further resolved that, this legislation be sent to the following individuals:
e Cheryl Hug-English, Medical Director of the Student Health Center
e David Alejo, President of the Interfraternity Council
o Talia Guzman, President of the Multicultural Greek Council
e Eric Hansen, President of the Independent Interfraternity Council

e Eric James, Assistant Vice President, Chief of Police

Adopted in Senate on January 24, 2024

Attest:

Ally Chavez, Senate Secretary

Fayza Salah, Speaker of the Senate
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