
POSTED ON OR BEFORE 9:00 a.m.  
ON THE THIRD WORKING DAY BEFORE THE MEETING  
 
Posted at the ASUN Offices in the Joe Crowley Student Union, Frandsen Humanities Building, the Pennington Student Achievement 
Center, the Mathewson IGT Knowledge Center and online at www.nevadaasun.com. ASUN supports providing 
equal access to all programs for people with disabilities. Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate 
physically handicapped persons desiring to attend the meeting. Please call the ASUN at (775) 784-6589 in advance 
so that arrangements may be conveniently made.  
If you would like a copy of any of the agenda items listed, please contact  
Nivetha Nithyanandan at senatornithyanandan@asun.unr.edu.  
 

 

Committee on Academics and 

Student Affairs 
Senate of the Associated Students 90th Session 

Agenda for Friday, February 17th, 2023 at 5:30pm 

In-Person: Joe Crowley Student Union Room 406;  

Virtual: Email Nivetha Nithyanandan for Zoom link at senatornithyanandan@asun.unr.edu 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER* 
Call Meeting to Order must be listed by Secretaries. 

 

2. ROLL CALL 
Roll Call must be listed by Secretaries. 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (INFORMATION ONLY) 
Items heard under public comment may be for items either on or off the agenda. Action may not be 

taken on items raised under public comment. The Chair may elect to take public comment on action 

items on this agenda. The Chair may impose reasonable limits on the length members of the public 

may speak. 

 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
There are no minutes to be approved at this time. 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
There is no old business at this time. 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) 
a. S.B. 90- A Bill Creating Representation for the Honors College 

The Committee will discuss and consider favorably recommending the legislation.  

 

 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT (INFORMATION ONLY) 
Items heard under public comment may be for items either on or off the agenda. Action may not be 

taken on items raised under public comment. The Chair may elect to take public comment on action 

items on this agenda. The Chair may impose reasonable limits on the length members of the public 

may speak. 
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8. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Notes: 

ASUN supports providing equal access to all programs for people with disabilities. Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and 

accommodate physically handicapped persons desiring to attend the meeting. Please call the Speaker of the ASUN at (775) 784-

6589 in advance so that arrangements may be conveniently made. 

 

Requests for supporting material for an agenda item should be directed to the Archives of the Associated Students. All other 

inquiries should be directed to Senator Nithyanandan at “senatornithyanandan@asun.unr.edu.” 
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[DISCUSSION DRAFT] 
 

90th SESSION  
2022-2023 

 
 

S. B. 90- 
A BILL CREATING 

REPRESENTATION FOR THE 

HONORS COLLEGE 
 

_______________________________ 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS 

 
_______________________________ 

 
DECEMBER 7TH, 2022 

 
SUBMITTED BY SENATORS SALAH AND NOBLE ON BEHALF OF JAKOB SCHEIN TO THE SENATE OF 

THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS 
 

_______________________________ 
 

A Bill Creating Representation for the Honors College 
Whereas, To date, the Honors College does not have representation in ASUN through a Senate 

position; 

Whereas, This is the only academic college that lacks a Senator, largely dictated by a history of 

Attorney General Opinions; 

Whereas, The first time this was addressed was by Attorney General Omar Moore in his opinion 

dated September 29, 2019 where he stated “First, UNR Honors exists as a “program” not a college 

and would not be eligible for its own senate seat by definition. It does not have a dean or academic 

faculty (excluding program directors) nor are any majors housed in this program. Moreover, if it were 

a separate “Honors College” as treated at other universities the SAS would still prevent the school 
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from qualifying for apportionment as it would be treated as an administrative unit of another college 

or school. The Statutes are very explicit in their procedure for Senate apportionment in order to 

ultimately accurately reflect actual membership in the Association, in accordance with the 

Constitution. Due to the clear overlap present with students in the honors program and their 

enrollment in their respective colleges, this would not qualify as an independent school and therefore 

not be entitled to the minimum allocation of one senate seat per college”; 

Whereas, Attorney General Moore’s opinion is dated and inaccurate for several reasons 

1. The UNR Honors Program is now the UNR Honors College, as it is overseen by the 

National Collegiate Honors Council that has performed at least 2 external reviews to 

date. 

2. The UNR Honors College now has a Dean – Matt Means who is a full-time tenured 

dean. 

3. The Honors College is not merely an “administrative unit” of another college as it 

offers unique “Honors” classes. It also has been approved for full time tenured 

teaching faculty in the Honors College.  

4. Attorney General Moore makes an argument against overlap in students in the Honors 

Program and the other colleges. This is essentially an argument against “double 

representation.” This is irrelevant now due to SB 88.19, a bill that allowed for students 

to vote for senators in every college they are in, creating this double representation.  

5. It is also inaccurate that “if it were” an Honors College it would be treated as an 

administrative unit of another college. While there is a natural partnership between the 

Honors College and the other colleges, the Honors College is a unique college with 

independent academic requirements and classes, not just a part of another college. 

6. Dean Means is a fully recognized dean who sits as a voting member of the Dean’s 

Council. This is a change from previous years where the Honors program was under 

the Vice Provost for Undergraduate Studies. 
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Whereas, This discussion was furthered in an opinion written by Attorney General Sarsangi 

dated December 14, 2021 which states “Because the Honors College offers pathways that 

accommodate students within any major/majors, this would consider the Honors College as an 

administrative unit of other colleges and schools. With this being said, the Honors College does not 

qualify as an independent school and is not entitled to the minimum allocation of one senate seat per 

college as members are already represented through their individual colleges”; 

Whereas, This opinion is also flawed, mostly due to an misinterpretation of the following section 

of the SAS “SAS Title I, Ch. 101, Sec. 13 - REAPPORTIONMENT OF SENATORS c) The basis 

of apportionment figures shall be the enrollment headcount of undergraduate students in each 

college and school that is not an administrative unit of another college or school as of the 

University census date for the fall semester next preceding reapportionment. The headcount shall 

accurately reflect actual membership in the Association, in accordance with the Constitution.” 

Whereas, This section refers to “administrative units” of colleges, a term found in UAM 51-499: 

Major Units of the University, which lists the following colleges as Academic units: College of 

Agriculture Biotechnology and Natural Resources, College of Business, College of Education and 

Human Development, College of Liberal Arts, College of Science, Honors College, Orvis School of 

Nursing, Reynolds School of Journalism, School of Public Health, University of Nevada, Reno 

School of Medicine, School of Social Work, University Libraries, and University Cooperative 

Extension; 

Whereas, The same section, UAM 51-499 defines the following units as administrative units: 

Office of the President, Office of the Provost, Office of the Vice President for Research and 

Innovation, Administration and Finance, Development and Alumni Relations, and Student Services; 

Whereas, While the definition of an “academic unit” and “administrative unit” are not clearly 

defined, UAM clearly places the Honors College as an academic unit, disproving the logic used in 

Attorney General Sarsangi’s Opinion; 
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Whereas, This section of the SAS may also be referring to departments inside of the various 

colleges, such as the College of Engineering that hosts five different departments for nine different 

disciplines of engineering; 

Whereas, These opinions aside, it is evident that the Honors College is eligible for a seat, which 

would be very beneficial for the following reasons; 

Whereas, The Honors College is also a very quickly growing college, currently experiencing the 

fastest growth when compared to the other colleges; 

Whereas, This trend matches new enrollment, with NevadaBounds and enrollment events hosted 

by the Honors College seeing much higher attendance rates than other comparable events; 

Whereas, While the Honors College does not offer a unique major in “honors,” there is a unique 

distinction for Honors students displayed on their diploma as with any other major; 

Whereas, This notation is also reflected on s 

Whereas, The Honors College also emphasizes a more multidisciplinary student base with higher 

rates of double, triple, or even quadruple majors; 

Whereas, This creates a unique student-identity on campus of “Honors Students,” no different 

than you’d find a “Science Student” or an “Engineering Student;” 

Whereas, The Honors College currently serves 712 students, making it larger than the College of 

Journalism, about equal to the School of Social work, and on track to equal the College of CABNR 

by 2030; 

Whereas, This shows a large group of students, involved in a unique set of classes and programs, 

without any representation from ASUN; 

Whereas, The Honors College currently suffers from many problems such as lack of funding and 

space that students currently don’t have an outlet to raise concerns about; 

Whereas, Providing an outlet for these students and supporting the development of the Honors 

College is crucial to complete President Sandoval’s goal of joining the Association of American 

Universities; 
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Whereas, Members of the AAU often have average student ACT scores in the 32-34 range, while 

UNR’s is around 24-25; 

Whereas, Growth in the Honors College is one of the only ways to successfully achieve this goal 

by attracting the best and brightest students from Nevada, as per the first goal of UNR’s Strategic 

Plan; 

Whereas, This seats would provide Honors Students a proper route to raise concerns and 

awareness for the Honors College, embracing and bolstering UNR’s fastest growing college which 

will help the University of Nevada achieve our strategic goals; 

Be it enacted by the Senate of the Associated Students,  

a) The Honors College is recognized as an Academic College as per UAM, and therefore will be provided 

the minimum of one Senate seat in sessions beginning with reapportionment done in the 91st session; 

Be it further enacted by the Senate of the Associated Students,  

a) The adoption of Addendum A; 
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Addendum A. 

SECTION 13: REAPPORTIONMENT OF SENATORS 

a) On the first day of December, or within one week thereafter, of the Seventy-Ninth 

session of the Senate and of each Senate thereafter, the President shall transmit to the 

Senate a statement showing the whole number of persons in each college and school, 

and the number of Representatives to which each college and school would be 

entitled under an apportionment of the then existing number of Senators. The 

apportionment method used shall be the Huntington- Hill Method of Equal 

Proportions, whereby each seat is designated in sequence to the college with the 

highest priority value in descending order. Each college shall be charted on a 

horizontal axis and the row number on the vertical axis. The priority value (q) is 

determined by dividing the population of the college (p) by the square root of (n-

1)(n), “n” being equal to the row number in question. For the first row, each college 

will approach infinite priority, and each will be granted one seat: 
q = p / [((n-1)*(n))^(1/2)] 

q = p / [((1-1)*(1))^(1/2)] = p / (0*1)^(1/2) = p / 0 = ∞ 

The priority value of the fourth row, for example, will be determined 

as follows: 1) q = p / [((n-1)*(n))^(1/2)] 

2) q = p / [((4-1)*(4))^(1/2)] = (3*4)^(1/2) = 12^(1/2) 

3) q = p / 3.464101… 

One seat shall be granted to the college with the highest priority value, the next seat 

to the next highest priority value, and so on until each Senate seat is designated to a 

college. 

b) Each college and school as determined by the University Administrative Manual shall 

be entitled, in the Eightieth and in each Senate thereafter until the taking effect of a 

reapportionment under this section or subsequent statute, to the number of Senators 

shown in the statement required by subsection (a) of this section, no college or school 

to receive less than one Senator. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Senate, 

within fifteen calendar days after the receipt of such statement, to send to the Center 

for Student Engagement Staff a certificate of the number of Senators to which such 

college or school is entitled under this section. In case of a vacancy in the office of 

Secretary, or the Secretary’s absence or inability to discharge this duty, then such duty 
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shall devolve on the Senior Secretary. 
c) The basis of apportionment figures shall be the enrollment headcount of 

undergraduate students in each college and school that is not an administrative unit of 

another college or school as of the University census date for the fall semester next 

preceding reapportionment. The headcount shall accurately reflect actual membership 

in the Association, in accordance with the Constitution. 
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