
Department of  IDEA
Executive Board of  the Associated Students 90th Session

Minutes for Thursday, October 27th, 2022 at 5:00pm
ASUN President’s Conference Room, 3rd Floor of  theJoe Crowley Student Union & Zoom Meeting

Email Director Trace Wolfgang at diversitydirector@asun.unr.edu for more information

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Director Wolfgang called the Department of  IDEA meeting to order on Thursday, October
27th, 2022, at 5:05pm via the ASUN President’s Conference Room, 3rd Floor at the Joe Crowley
Student Union and on Zoom. Presiding Secretary, Amanda Drew.

2. LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Trace read the land acknowledgement into the record: “We are on Native land. During the
California Gold Rush between 1848 and 1855, countless Indigenous groups in California and
Nevada were forcefully and violently displaced, assimilated, and disposed of  their lands. The
University of  Nevada, Reno, which by way of  the 1862 Morrill Land Grant College Act, was
established as a land grant institution in 1874 by the Nevada state constitution. It is situated on
the traditional indigenous homelands of  the Numu (Northern Paiute), Wašiw (Washoe), Newe
(Western Shoshone), Nuwu (Southern Paiute) peoples. From their inception, land grant
institutions acted historically and disproportionately either explicitly or implicitly to serve white
male students while excluding many others, including Indigenous peoples. We acknowledge with
great respect, profound gratitude, as well as meaningful acknowledgement and context that we
have been able to and continue to live, work and learn on their ancestral territory. We recognize
their deep connections to these lands which continue to serve as gathering places for them.

3. ROLL CALL
Present: Commissioner Garduno, Commissioner Patel, Assistant Director Girma, Director
Wolfgang

Absent Excused: None

A quorum was present.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment at the time.

5. MINUTES
● Motion from Commissioner Garduno: Motion to approve the minutes from September

29th, 2022 through unanimous consent.
Seconded by: Commissioner Patel.
● Question from Director Wolfgang: Asked if  there wasany dissent to the motion.

There was no dissent at the time.
● Resolved: Motion carried.

6. REPORTS
a. Report of  the Commissioner of  Projects and Events, Nicole Garduno

● Commissioner Garduno outlined her recent weekly meeting with her intern. She said
that they discussed ways to change or improve the department’s operations, and that
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her intern suggested that the department give presentations to the different ASUN
Senate committees. Commissioner Garduno explained that these presentations would
educate the committees on upcoming cultural events put on by IDEA, as well as any
department operations with which the committee are unfamiliar. She also discussed her
attendance at a recent Latino Research Center event, where she met a representative
from Undocumented Pack and talked with them about future collaborations. She
discussed her plans to reach out to more clubs and offer them support on behalf  of  the
department. Lastly, she mentioned that the National Coming Out Day event went
smoothly and that she would like to work with Planned Parenthood again in the future.

b. Report of  the Commissioner of  Marketing and Outreach, Om Patel
● Commissioner Patel outlined his recent work publishing student blog posts and senator

interviews, which were published via a link in the October publication for the ASUN
newsletter. He also announced that his original plan to celebrate Proud to Be a Person
With Disability With Nevada included a poem and art gallery, but that this plan had
been canceled. He explained that he had planned to make the gallery accessible via a
link on the ASUN social media and website, but that ASUN cannot publish
copyrighted material. He mentioned that he was exploring ideas for different marketing
materials for this campaign and future events. Trace commented that Commissioner
Patel could reach out to disabled artists who work with the Brushfire, UNR’s Literature
and Arts Journal. They elaborated that the department could coordinate a collaborative
online display of  student art so that there would be no copyright issues. Commissioner
Patel also commented that he was not comfortable having a playlist for the current
Proud to Be celebration, and that he wished to assemble a monthly playlist with
highlights rather than tailoring the entire playlist for a certain group.

c. Report of  the Assistant Director of  IDEA, Helen Girma
● Assistant Director Girma reported that she gave a presentation for the legislative

interns, and that many of  them expressed interest in the Department of  IDEA. She
encouraged them to apply for the Social Justice and Policy Commissioner position
during the following semester. She announced that she and the interns would be
assembling Halloween gift bags for all of  ASUN and explained that the intern budget in
the current agenda included supplies for these bags.

d. Report of  the Director of  IDEA, Trace Wolfgang
● Trace announced that the department’s advisor, Becca Franssen, would be leaving her

position. They explained that the process to fill the department’s open commissioner
position would be different without an advisor, and that they had been conducting
frequent outreach to search for candidates. They expressed that interns should apply
for the open position, but that they must have GPAs of  2.0 or higher and be currently
enrolled in 7 undergraduate credits. They mentioned that any dual enrollment credits
from high school would be counted as a GPA if  the applicant were in their first
semester, and that they were willing to conduct mock interviews for applicants who did
not currently have a GPA. Lastly, they announced that all applicants would be required
to provide a resume and cover letter. They also mentioned that the Nevada Conference
for Student Councils would be held in Reno during November, and that an officer from
the Department of  Government Affairs invited the Department of  IDEA to present at
the conference.

7. OLD BUSINESS
a. Proud to Be a Person With Disability with Nevada

● Director Wolfgang stated their plans to reach out to Brush Fire and initiate a more wide
ranging collaboration with them for future monthly celebrations. They reiterated that
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their goal was to give students from diverse backgrounds a platform to release their art.
Assistant Director Girma asked if  the department could create its own Instagram
account to post about future celebrations, but commissioner Patel and Director
Wolfgang argued that they could reach more students by using ASUN’s Instagram to
advertise. Commissioner Patel explained that it may be difficult to start a new
Instagram account because the department of  IDEA would have to rebuild its
following.

8. NEW BUSINESS
a. IDEA Holiday Gram Intern Budget Approval

● Discussion: Assistant Director Girma announced that the Internship Budget included
supplies to assemble goodie bags for ASUN officers, and that the candy included vegan
and nut free options. She clarified that the budget also included a separate batch of
candy that included nuts.

● Motion from Commissioner Garduno: Motion to approve the budget of  the IDEA
Holiday Gram Intern Budget through unanimous consent.
Seconded by: Assistant Director Garduno

● Question from Director Wolfgang: Asked if  there wasany dissent to the motion.
There was no dissent at the time.

● Resolved: Motion carried.
b. Open Commissioner Position

● Director Wolfgang described the responsibilities involved with the open Social Justice
and Policy Commissioner position. They explained that it was not very structured, and
would involve reading policy, conducting research, and working with senators and
administrators. They added that the role would include passion projects and would be
very time sensitive. They reiterated that applicants should be prepared to be in an
unstructured position and that they would need to submit resumes and cover letters,
but that references were optional.

c. Circle of  Change Conference
● Director Wolfgang announced that the department would be attending the Circle of

Change Conference at the CSU Long Beach campus. They explained that the
department would be searching for low income and first generation college students to
attend. They stated that the conference would be tailored for students from diverse
backgrounds and that the Department of  IDEA would cover the students’ travel costs.

9. PUBLIC COMMENT
a. Mars Cooper, Legislative Intern

● Mars Cooper asked Commissioner Patel why it would be problematic to make a Spotify
monthly playlist with students’ song submissions. Commissioner Patel explained that
for Proud to Be a Person with Disability, students may only submit songs by artists with
visible disabilities. He continued that the department wanted to give equal recognition
to all disabilities, including those that are invisible. Mars also asked Commissioner
Garduno which resources would be available to UNR clubs if  they came to the
Department of  IDEA for support. Commissioner Garduno replied that the first step to
supporting any club would be to connect them to the club commissioner at the
Multicultural Center.
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10. ADJOURNMENT
Director Wolfgang adjourned the meeting at 5:47pm via the ASUN Presidents Conference
Room, 3rd Floor at the Joe Crowley Student Union.


