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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Director Vaskov called the Department of Government Affairs meeting to order on Friday, October 21st, 2022, at 10:00am via the Presidents Conference Room, 3rd Floor at the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding Secretary, Amanda Drew.

2. ROLL CALL
Present: Director Vaskov, Assistant Director Hatt, Director Sauls, Director Schaffer

Absent Excused: Director Deal

Absent Unexcused: Coordinator Shipley

A quorum was present.

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
a. ASUN Senator Jefrin Jojan
· Senator Jojan introduced himself as an ASUN senator and a member of the Committee on Democratic and Civic Engagement. He announced that he was the Senate’s liaison for the Department of Government Affairs and offered his support on the department’s future projects.

4. MINUTES
· Motion from Assistant Director Hatt: Motion to approve the minutes from 10/05/22 through unanimous consent.
Seconded by: Director Schaffer.
· Question from Director Vaskov: Asked if there was any dissent to the motion. There was no dissent at the time.
· Resolved: Motion carried.

5. REPORTS
a. Report of the Director of Government Affairs, Amanda Vaskov
· Director Vaskov reported that she was in the process of planning Election Day programming, and she mentioned that she was solidifying her plans for the upcoming legislative session. She also announced that she had reached out to Assemblywoman Peters to discuss the protections that the department desired from their work together.
b. Report of the Assistant Director of Government Affairs, Isabella Hatt
· Assistant Director Hatt announced that voter registration tabling on campus would end soon, and that no additional planning was needed for those events. She mentioned that she may create a guide for reserving tabling events for future department members. She discussed the department’s upcoming meeting for the Day at the Legislature, and that it would occur on the following Thursday at 9:00am. She announced that the department’s interns were working on their ASUN branch presentations, and that Directors Sauls and Deal gave presentations to the interns on policy analysis. She mentioned that they had also simulated a voter registration for the interns. LAstly, she announced that she and Director Schaffer would begin planning for Elect All the People with Director of Elections Liesel.
c. Report of the Policy Director, Matthew Sauls
· Director Sauls reported that he had finished his briefs on student loans and inflation, and that they had been sent to Director Lara that morning. He mentioned that future briefs would first be sent to Coordinator Shipley, then to Director Lara and Inkblot. He also mentioned that he was in the process of researching for the DACA brief. Director Vaskov commented that UNLV’s law school had an online immigration guide that could be used as a resource for the brief.
d. Report of the Projects Director, Erin Schaffer
· Director Schaffer announced several upcoming events for Election week, which would begin the following week. She said that the Paint Your Future event would take place on the following Monday, and that she was researching other venues for that event as the Knowledge Center rotunda had been declined. She announced that the Nacho Your Average Election Day event would take place on the following Tuesday on the third floor of the JCSU, and that she would verify that the venue exceeded the required distance away from the polls. Lastly, she announced that the Stick With It event would happen on the following Wednesday, and that the event would be held in collaboration with the Department of Wellness. She also mentioned her upcoming meeting with Director of Elections Liesel on the following Tuesday, where they would discuss her vision for the upcoming elections.

6. OLD/NEW BUSINESS
a. Donut Forget to Vote Budget Amendment
· Discussion: Director Vaskov proposed a food budget amendment for the Donut Forget to Vote event that was held on October 12th, 2022. She explained that the original budget was not enough to cover the cost of donuts, and that this was the first time that the department had had this issue. She announced that the proposed amendment would change the event’s budget from $110 to $150.

· Motion from Assistant Director Hatt: Motion to approve the budget for Donut Forget to Vote through unanimous consent.
Seconded by: Director Sauls.

· Question from Director Vaskov: Asked if there was any dissent to the motion. There was no dissent at the time.

· Resolved: Motion carried. 

7. OLD/NEW BUSINESS
a. Stick With It
· Discussion: Director Schaffer outlined the current plans for the “Stick With It” event, which would be held on the day after the election, Wednesday, November 9th from 10:30-12. She mentioned that the event would be put on in collaboration with the Department of Wellness, and that there would be mental health resources and guides for students on how to keep updated with election results and politics after the election. She continued that there would be caramel apples and toppings for stuents to dip if they wished. She mentioned that, even with the food preparation involved with the event, she did not anticipate any issues with gaining approval from the Student Events Advisory Board.

· Motion from Assistant Director Hatt: Motion to approve the budget for Stick With It through unanimous consent.
Seconded by: Director Sauls.

· Question from Director Vaskov: Asked if there was any dissent to the motion. There was no dissent at the time.

· Resolved: Motion carried. 
b. Paint Your Future Budget
· Discussion: Director Schaffer explained that the Paint Your Future Event would supply students with wooden laser-cut Nevada shapes for students to paint. She added that the goal of the event was to discuss Election Day procedures with students. She stated that the budget for the event would include laser cutting wood from Amazon, paint, and tablecloths Director Vaskov commented that the total budget request is under $150, and that the breakdown of the budget would be viewed under the current meeting’s agenda.

· Motion from Assistant Director Hatt: Motion to approve the budget for Paint Your Future through unanimous consent.
Seconded by: Director Sauls.

· Question from Director Vaskov: Asked if there was any dissent to the motion. There was no dissent at the time.

· Resolved: Motion carried. 
c. Candidate Review
· Discussion: Director Vaskov mentioned her plans to host Assemblywoman Sarah Peters on campus after Election Day for a round table on her Student Loan Debt legislation. She also stated that she may invite the Interim Education Subcommittee on Name, Image, and Likeness Laws to come speak with UNR athletes, and that she intended to reach out to other stakeholders in this student debt legislation. She added that all political entities would likely be unavailable until after the upcoming election.
d. Plans Ahead - Session of Nevada State Legislature
· Discussion: Director Vaskov initiated a discussion regarding the department’s role in the upcoming legislative session. She mentioned her goals to establish transportation for students who wished to attend hearings, to find an effective method of communication regarding upcoming hearings, and to create a system to keep department members and students updated on the actions of the legislature. She mentioned that the department may reach out to members of the Committee on Democratic and Civic Engagement if department members were all unable to attend hearings. She also mentioned that she wished to solidify plans for the upcoming Day at the legislature. She added that Austin Brown at the Department of Government Relations could be a helpful contact for this. Assistant Director Hatt added that the department should advertise the dates of relevant hearings as soon as possible, and that the department should create promotional materials for students who attend. Director Vaskov added that the department could also create additional briefs on the issues that would be addressed by the legislature, and that briefs would be the best method for keeping students and department members informed on the proceedings.

8. PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment at the time.


9. ADJOURNMENT
Director Vaskov adjourned the meeting at 10:19am via the Presidents Conference Room, 3rd Floor at the Joe Crowley Student Union.
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