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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Speaker Thompson called the Senate of the Associated Students to order on Wednesday, 
August 31st, 2022 at 5:31 p.m. via the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, Third Floor of the Joe 
Crowley Student Union. Presiding Secretary, Wyatt Layland and Legislative Clerk, Nathan 
Habon. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
Present: Speaker Thompson, Parliamentarian Taeubel, and Senators Bergren, Brown, Bryan, 
Cano-Sanchez, Claussen, Galvez, Gonzalez, Greb, Fiorillo, Jojan, Kane, Kermanshahi, Kuhl, 
Landolfi, McCulley, Nithyanandan, Noble, Perez-Ramirez, Salah, and Swackhamer. 
 
Tardy Excused: Speaker Pro Tempore Ngo, Smith, and Taglang. 
 
Absent Excused: Senator Dean. 
 
A quorum was present. 

 
4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

No minutes were approved at the time. 
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
a. UNR Director of Government & Community Relations, Madeline Burak 

• Director Burak introduced herself to the Senate and discussed her role as Director of 
Government & Community Relations. 

 
Senator Taglang entered the meeting at 5:35 p.m. 

 
b. UNR Associate Vice President, Enrollment Services, Melisa Choroszy 

• A.V.P Choroszy discussed the need for additional funds for the Fall graduation 
ceremony.  She outlined the fee for last year’s ceremony and argued why additional 
funds were necessary. 

 
• Senator Greb spoke in support of the fund increase, citing broad approval from 

students and families alike during the past commencement. 
 

• Senator Noble asked about the logistics of the student fee increase needed to 
supplement the additional funding.  A.V.P. Choroszy highlighted organizational 
concerns and recent nationwide inflation as reasons to increase the fee, and Senator 
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Noble replied asking if the fee would rise throughout the years.  She stated that 
increases would be necessary if university enrollment increases as well.   

 
• Senators Greb and Jojan highlighted the need for a clearer formula when supplying 

funds for these events. 
 

c. ASUN Director of IDEA, Trace Wolfgang 
• Director Wolfgang read the following land acknowledgement into record: 

 
To begin, it is important to recognize this space and place that we are able to live, 
work and learn in.  We acknowledge that the University of Nevada, Reno is situated 
on the traditional homelands of the Numu (Northern Paiute), Wašiw (Washoe), 
Newe (Western Shoshone), and Nuwu (Southern Paiute) peoples.  These lands 
continue to be a gathering place for Indigenous Peoples and we recognize their deep 
connections to these places.  It is in this moment we recognize their connection to 
this land and honor their powerful legacy. 

 
• Senator Jojan stated that he would be working on legislation to enshrine the land 

acknowledgement into the Senate’s meeting agenda. 
 

d. Center for Student Engagement Associate Director, Amy Koeckes 
• Associate Director Koeckes introduced two recent CSE hires: Shannon Owens, the 

Assistant Director of Clubs and Organizations; and Sogand Tabatabaei, Coordinator 
for Student Publications and Marketing.  The two staff members then introduced 
themselves to the Senate body. 

 
Speaker Pro Tempore Ngo and Senator Smith entered the meeting at 5:47 p.m. 

 
6. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE 

AND REFERRAL 
There was no receipt of petitions or correspondence at the time.  
  

7. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS 
a. President of the Associated Students, Dionne Stanfill 

• President Stanfill complimented organizers behind the recently-held Undie Run event 
before reporting on a variety of meetings and engagements with administrative and 
community leaders. 

 
b. Vice President of the Associated Students, Bayla Fitzpatrick 

• Vice President Fitzpatrick reported on her work with the NevadaFIT program, 
including her travel to the Tahoe campus.  She then discussed her work hosting tabling 
events and promoting ASUN to incoming students, highlighting the turnout of the 
Welcome Week events as a positive indicator of student engagement.  Vice President 
Fitzpatrick concluded her report by discussing her meeting with the university’s 
Director of Public Relations, where they discussed Pack Friendly businesses near 
campus and around Reno. 

 
• Speaker Pro Tempore Ngo suggested reaching out to Num Num Boba to secure 

Pack Friendly status; Vice President Fitzpatrick agreed.  She also asked for 
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elaboration regarding the Student Media Advisory Board; Vice President 
Fitzpatrick detailed SMAB’s recent meeting as well as the outreach they planned 
with members of the College of Liberal Arts and with other groups. 

 
• Senator Noble encouraged that SMAB reach out to the Reynolds School of 

Journalism in addition to the College of Liberal Arts.  Vice President Fitzpatrick 
agreed. 

 
• Senator Perez-Ramirez recommended a Latinx-owned restaurant in Sparks, NV. 

 
c. Chief Justice, Zane Taylor 

• Chief Justice Taylor reported on his work regarding two pieces of legislation, both of 
which were reviewed by the Committee on Government Operations at their recent 
meeting.  He also stated his plans to present a budget reallocation proposal to the 
Committee on Budget and Finance at their upcoming meeting. He shared some other 
updates and words of encouragement with regards to student outreach (especially 
students at the recently-acquired Tahoe campus) before concluding his report. 
 

d. Chief of Staff, Ashley Martinez 
• Chief of Staff Martinez reported on the internship program as well as her work tabling 

at the Joe Crowley Student Union.  Additionally, she appealed for updated contact 
information from Association members. 

 
• Senator Greb asked if makeup headshots would be available to Senators who 

already took headshots; Chief of Staff Martinez said she would double-check with 
Inkblot, but that she generally did not encourage getting extra headshots. 

 
• Senator Kuhl asked about when the website would be updated to include 

headshots taken earlier that year.  Chief of Staff Martinez stated that she was 
unsure; she promised to check in with tech regarding the headshot uploads. 

 
e. Chief of Internal Affairs, Jada Maglinao 

• Chief of Internal Affairs Maglinao reported on preparations for Welcome Week events; 
she appealed to the Senate body for volunteers.  
 

f. Director of Clubs and Organizations, Tre Taylor 
• Director Taylor dis cussed the upcoming Club Fair event.  He discussed the 

department’s work preparing the event and appealed for volunteers.  Additionally, he 
discussed early preparations for iLead 2022, including the selection of a keynote 
speaker. 

 
• Speaker Pro Tempore Ngo asked when clubs need to check in for Club Fair; he 

replied saying 2:45 p.m. 
 

g. Director of Event Programming, Maria Zamudio 
• Speaker Thompson read a written statement from Director Zamudio, in which she 

promoted the upcoming Fall concert and encouraged Senators to purchase tickets. 
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h. Director of Government Affairs, Amanda Vaskov 
• Director Vaskov reported on her department’s advocacy efforts as well as her work 

planning or participating in several events, including the US Senatorial debate, 
NevadaFIT, and Welcome Week.  She also detailed her meetings with President 
Sandoval and her upcoming meetings with Board of Regents members regarding 
student issues. 

 
• Senator Swackhamer asked when the department’s Week of Welcome will take 

place; Director Vaskov replied September 19th. 
 

Senator Kermanshahi left and entered the room at 6:18 p.m. 
 

i. Director of IDEA, Trace Wolfgang 
• Director Wolfgang provided their contact information before providing updates from 

the IDEA department.  They shared the date for the upcoming Cultural Diversity 
committee meeting, discussed their meetings with UNLV advocates for undocumented 
students, stated their intention to attend an indigenous community event, and finally 
publicized the first upcoming Department of IDEA meeting. 
 

j. Director of Sustainability, Chris Rowe 
• Director Rowe reported on his attendance at a variety of events, including an on-

campus bicycle workshopping event.  He also discussed the Bird scooters initiative and 
parking on-campus. 
 

k. Director of Campus and Public Relations, Carlos Lara 
• Director Lara discussed the two press releases he issued regarding the Pack Rides 

rebrand and Welcome Week events.  He reported on upcoming meetings and discussed 
the association’s search for printing vendors outside campus. 

 
• Senator Salah asked if the university receives money from Bird scooter company 

 
• Speaker Pro Tempore Ngo asked if ASUN would go back to printing materials 

sooner than later with the recent developments in finding a new printing vendor in 
the community.  Director Lara answered no. 

 
• Senator Greb offered his connections for printing services. 

 
l. Director of Campus Wellness, Boris Carpio-Guerra 

• Director Carpio-Guerra discussed his meeting with the counseling student advisory 
board, his participation in wellness sessions for incoming students, and his and 
Assistant Director Suzuki’s planning for the “WOW” resource fair. 
 

m. Attorney General, Jakob Schein 
• Attorney General Schein reported on a potential NOML agenda posting violation 

regarding the Department of IDEA; he stated that the violation would be excused due 
to Director Wolfgang not having access to the website to post the agenda publicly.  He 
then discussed various legislative projects and initiatives, including a bill to post 
executive reports online. 

 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes 
Wednesday, August 31st, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. 
Page 5 
 

• Parliamentarian Taeubel asked for rationale behind the reports legislation; Attorney 
General Schein discussed the history of the idea and delivered a brief explanation 
in support of the idea. 

 
• Senator Greb concurred with posting reports online, echoing Attorney General 

Schein’s comments about student education about ASUN. 
 

• Speaker Pro Tempore Ngo inquired whose reports deserve to be posted, and how 
easily those reports could be posted. 

 
• Senator Galvez asked about the student government at UNR Tahoe.  President 

Stanfill outlined the prior campus’s student government, which consisted of only 
three members and did not follow formal government bylaws.  The Senate then 
discussed complaints from newly-branded UNR Tahoe students; Senator 
Kermanshahi stated that many students were annoyed about the acquisition and 
felt marginalized in comparison to their Reno counterparts. Further comments 
followed regarding the ethical implications of the acquisition until Speaker 
Thompson suspended the discussion and spoke in support of bringing the item to 
the Committee of Government Operations. 

 
n. Secretary of the Senate, Wyatt Layland 

• Senate Secretary Layland reported on the recent Secretary Meeting, the August 2022 
points memo, and the newly designed Senator Outreach Form. 

 
o. Speaker of the Senate, Andrew Thompson 

• Speaker Thompson reported on his visit to the UNR Tahoe campus as well as his 
attendance at the Student Leadership Committee. He concluded his report reminding 
Senators to schedule 1:1s with Senate leadership.  

 
8. REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTTEES 

a. Chair, Committee on Academics and Student Affairs, Nivetha Nithyanandan 
• Senator Nithyanandan reported on the upcoming Committee meeting, in which she 

planned on assigning liaison positions and discussing a student-submitted concern 
surrounding summer classes. 

 
b. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance, Nathan Noble 

• Senator Noble provided the Committee’s meeting time and location before discussing 
his plans for financial reviews conducted by the Committee. 

 
c. Chair, Committee on Democratic Civic Engagement, Kimberly Claussen 

• Senator Claussen delivered a summary of the recent meeting and discussed upcoming 
projects and initiatives spearheaded by the Committee. She concluded her report by 
reiterating the Committee’s meeting time and location. 

 
d. Chair, Committee on IDEA, Jaime Gonzalez 

• Senator Gonzalez discussed finalizing the Committee’s meeting date and time, which 
was undecided at the time. 
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e. Chair, Committee on Government Operations, Fayza Salah 
• Senator Salah detailed the legislation favorably approved at the recent Committee 

meeting.  She then outlined the agenda for the upcoming Committee meeting. 
 

f. Chair, Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness, Emma Bergren 
• Senator Bergren was not called upon to deliver a report at the time. 

 
g. Chair, Committee on Oversight, Andrew Thompson 

• Speaker Thompson announced the date and location for the upcoming Committee on 
Oversight meeting. 

 
h. Parliamentarian, Brayden Taeubel 

• Parliamentarian Taeubel discussed his recent activities after reminding Senators to 
schedule 1:1s with him. 

 
i. Speaker Pro Tempore, Olivia Ngo 

• Speaker Pro Tempore Ngo discussed her work on the Senate internship program, 
including finalizing the syllabus. 

 
9. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no comments and announcements at the time. 
 

10. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK APPOINTMENTS 
No nominations were submitted for approval at the time. 

 
11. APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS OF SENATORS AND ASUN OFFICIALS 

No nominations were submitted for approval at the time. 
 

12. VETO MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
There were no veto messages at the time. 

 
13. CONSENT AGENDA  

There were no items on the consent agenda at the time. 
 

14. FIRST READING OF LEGISLATION 
• S.B. 90 – A Bill to Update Senator Title for the Division of Health Sciences. 

 
15. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK LEGISLATION 

• Motion from Senator Perez-Ramirez: Motion to fast-track S.B. 90 – A Bill to Update 
Senator Title for the Division of Health Sciences through unanimous consent. 
Seconded by: Senator Smith 

 
• Senator Perez-Ramirez read her fast-track memo into record. 

 
• Senator Salah asked about the logistics of ordering new name tags; Senator Perez-

Ramirez stated that, due to her being the sole Senator for the Division of Health 
Sciences, only her nametag would be replaced. 
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• Question from Speaker Thompson: Asked if there was dissent to the motion. There 
was no dissent at the time. 

 
• Resolved: Motion carried. 

 
16. REFERRALS TO COMMITTEE 

There was no legislation considered for referral at the time. 
 

17. SECOND READING OF LEGISLATION 
a. S.B. 90 – A Bill to Update Senator Title for the Division of Health Sciences 

• Motion from Speaker Pro Tempore Ngo: Motion to approve of S.B. 90 – A Bill to 
Update Senator Title for the Division of Health Sciences. 
Seconded by: Senator Salah.  

 
• Senator Perez-Ramirez delivered an authorship speech in support of the legislation.   

 
• Senator Salah asked if the School of Speech Pathology would be separated from 

the School of Medicine division.  Senator Perez-Ramirez stated that she was 
unsure. 

 
• Senator Bergren asked for additional clarification about the split-up of colleges 

under the College of Medicine.  Senator Perez-Ramirez gave a brief explanation 
into the reshuffle and why the Division was absorbed. 

 
• Speaker Pro Tempore Ngo asked if the reshuffle has caused any communication 

issues within the administrative faculty at her college.  Senator Perez-Ramirez 
recounted several recent experiences wherein students did not know she 
represented the School of Social Work.  This dissonance only further supported 
further passage of the legislation. 

 
• Senator McCulley asked about the Speech Pathology majors’ input with regards to 

the legislation.  Senator Perez-Ramirez recounted speaking with several Speech 
Pathology majors who believed that they were represented by the School of 
Medicine.  She concluded her thoughts saying that all college students should have 
proper representation and know who to speak to with regards to their standalone 
colleges.  

 
Senator Cano-Sanchez left the room at 7:06 p.m. 

 
• Senator Greb clarified that Speech Pathology is in the College of Medicine.  He 

continued by detailing the differences between majors and departments within 
different colleges. 

 
Senator Kane left the room at 7:08 p.m. 

 
• Vote: 22 in favor, 0 against, 0 abstained. 

 
• Resolved: Motion carried. 
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18. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
a. Senate Committee Changes and Additions 

• Motion from Senator Galvez: Motion to remove Senator Galvez from the Committee 
on IDEA and to place Senator Galvez on the Committee on Government Operations. 
Seconded by: Senator Kermanshahi 

 
• Question from Speaker Thompson: Asked if there was any dissent to the 

motion.  There was no dissent at the time. 
 

• Resolved: Motion carried. 
 

b. Senator Reports 
• There were no Senator reports at the time. 

 
19. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. ASUN Speaker Pro Tempore, Olivia Ngo 
• Speaker Pro Tempore Ngo asked Senators for pictures of themselves for an office 

window collage. 
 

Senator Cano-Sanchez entered the room at 7:12 p.m. 
 

b. ASUN Community Health Sciences Senator, John Kermanshahi 
• Senator Kermanshahi encouraged Senators to attend the upcoming football game; 

Senator Greb concurred. 
 

c. ASUN College of Liberal Arts Senator, Nathan Noble 
• Senator Noble announced that there would be an opening ceremony for a 

NevadaCARES facility.  He stated that he would share more details with the Senate 
body as he receives them. 

 
20. PUBLIC COMMENT 

a. ASUN Attorney General, Jake Schein  
• Attorney General Schein raised concerns about reapportionment under S.B. 90 – A Bill 

to Update Senator Title for the Division of Health Sciences. 
 

21. ADJOURNMENT 
Speaker Thompson adjourned the meeting at 7:16 p.m. via the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd 
Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. 


