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Question 

In the drafting of the budget for fiscal year 23, President Stanfill and Director Rodriguez have 

observed that there have been discrepancies regarding Senator compensation as outlined in 

the SAS. Can you please provide me an opinion on what Senators should be compensated 

during the 90th session according to our governing documents? Can you please provide us any 

legal options to adjust this wage? 

Short Answer 

Senator wages should be set to $3,917.20 for the 90th Session. Senators have the ability to 

raise this to seven credit hours per semester or fourteen per year. They also can add a $500 per 

semester grant to this to be added to a Senator’s paycheck. Both of those changes would occur 

at earliest the 91st Session though.  

Background  

The compensation of Officers is laid out by Title IV of the Statutes of the Associated Students. 

Regarding Senators, their payment is laid out in Title IV, Chapter 401, Section 05, Subsection 

c1. “Senator: The aggregate amount of equivalent to the cost of six undergraduate credits-hours 

per semester at the university.” This calculation comes from a bill passed as a ballot question in 

the 2008 election titled S.B. 75-47.  

 

This ballot question read “Shall the Senate of the Associated Students be the authority to fix by 

law the compensation of Senators at a maximum of a $500 grant per semester in addition to the 



 

 

equivalent to the cost of 14 undergraduate credit hours per year?” According to the election 

results in the 75th session’s general election this ballot question passed with 938 votes yes and 

351 votes no. This gives Senators the authority to set their wages between zero and fourteen 

credit hours per year, or zero to seven per semester. I believe it also allows Senators to give 

themselves an $500 grant per semester.  

 

The application of this can be seen in the Senate budget justifications throughout the various 

sessions. As far back as I can find the $500 grant is not applied. For example, in the 85th 

Session senators are only paid at 6 credit hours per semester for a total of twelve per year. This 

runs up to the 87th Session where Senators are again paid for twelve credit hours. This brings 

their total wage to $3,156 per Senator. This changed in the 88th Session.  

 

The budget justification of the 88th Session calculates the Senator wage at 10 credit hours per 

semester, for a total of 20 per year. After speaking to parties involved, I believe this was done 

by the Speaker of the 88th Session when submitting the budget. This change was passed 

without any legislation, as it would be required by the Constitution of the Associated Students. 

Article 1, Section e of the constitution reads “The elected members of this government shall 

receive a compensation to be set by law. Any increase in compensation will take effect after the 

next intervening general election, which shall be subject to approval by a majority vote of the 

students voting in the election on that question.” The change from six credit hours to ten credit 

hours in the 88th Session violated this clause in two ways. First, it was applied without passing 

a ballot question. This would have been required, as the Senate was authorized to set it up to 

seven credits. This prevents the students their right to vote on their elected officials raise, 

causing a constitutional violation. This also was a raise done within the same session, when the 

constitution clearly states any raise will take place in the season proceeding the general 

election.  



 

 

 

For these reasons, I believe this change in the 88th was unconstitutional. It is extremely 

unfortunate that this wasn’t caught by any of the officers or pro-staff during that Session, but I 

believe there is an explanation. The budget was being passed in April and May of 2020, right 

when the COVID-19 Pandemic and lockdowns were beginning. I believe officers were likely 

distracted from their duties, allowing this to slip through. This raise remained unchanged 

throughout the 89th session causing the Senators of the 88th and 89th Session to be paid 

around $100k too much in wages. It was in designing the budget of the 90th Session that this 

discrepancy was caught. That leads to Speaker Thompson filing this request, attempting to fix 

the discrepancy of the 88th Session. 

Analysis 

In analyzing the way Senators should be compensated, I want to return to the wording of the 

SAS.  

a)     Level III 

1)     Senator: The aggregate amount of equivalent to the cost of six 

undergraduate credit-hours per semester at the university. 

 

Senators should therefore be paid the cost six undergraduate credit-hours per semester at the 

university. To reach this number, I will be using numbers from the Tuition and Fees section of 

the UNR Website. To calculate this, I’ve added the per credit fees together. These fees are all 

charged for each credit a student takes, therefore they will be multiplied first by six for the 

credit hours, then by two for two semesters. The $256 Registration fee + the $6.10 ASUN fee 

+ the $9 Technology fee = $271.10. Then, for the semester fees I have added them all 

together where they will then be multiplied by two for each semester. These are each charged 

at a flat rate no matter the credits, therefore they don’t have to be multiplied by six. I will be 



 

 

using the +4 credits Student Union Fee as the SAS states we are paying Senators for six credit 

hours. The $93 Health Center Fee + the $70 Counseling Services Fee + the $5 Performing 

Arts Fee + the $94 Student Union Fee + the $45 Fitness Center Fee + the $25 Academic 

Success Fee = $332. To calculate the full Senator wage, we will do $271.10 * two semesters * 

six credit hours + $332 * two semesters. By doing this we reach the wage of $3,917.20. To 

answer the first question, I believe Senators should make $3,917.20 in the 90th Session.  

 

When it comes to the options Senate has to change this, I believe there are a few options. 

According to the 2008 Ballot Question the Senate has the authority to set their wage up to 7 

credit hours. I believe through legislation they could make this change. This wouldn’t come into 

effect until the 91st session though due to the constitutional requirement we discussed earlier. 

I also think Senate has the authority to add up to a $500 grant per semester. This would sum 

to $1,000 over a Senator’s full term. This would be a change in compensation that could 

applied through legislation, although it also would take effect in the 91st Session. 

 

I also believe Senators could also adjust the compensation of their appointed internal 

positions. The current example of this is Committee Chairs Compensation of $500. To my 

understanding Senators are allowed to adjust the compensation of these positions at will. They 

also could add compensation to existing positions such as Vice-Chair or Parliamentarian. 

Finally, Senators can create these internal positions at will. An example of a position another 

organizations use is the “Member at Large” position, which has a variety of roles depending on 

the government. Finally, I believe Senators should consider the route of a ballot question. 

Although the students of 2008 granted this authority to the Senate body, due to the 

discrepancies of the 88th and 89th budgets, giving the ability for the students to vote on this 

would be important.  

Conclusion 



 

 

 

Although it is regrettable that Senator’s wages shall be reduced from the 89th Session, I believe 

this is the correct option when rectifying this issue. I don’t believe it would be legal or ethical to 

maintain the wage increase that occurred during the 88th session, as it is clearly 

unconstitutional. For this reason, I believe that the Senators should be paid $3,917.20 for the 

90th Session. I would encourage the Senate to deliberate on these other measures regarding 

their wages, whether that be an increase in the credit hours to seven or a ballot question, to 

ensure that all Senators are fairly compensated in the 91st Session. If you’d like any further 

clarification on this, I encourage a case to be filed with the Judicial Council regarding the 

questions I’ve discussed here. 


