
 
  

 

  

       

       

 

  

 

         

 

       

  

   

 

 

          

        

 

 
 

  
   
   

Senate of the Associated 
Students of the University of  
Nevada 
89th Session, 2021-2022 

A  RESOLUTION  IN SUPPORT OF OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES IN  

COURSE INSTRUCTIONS  

Resolution Number: 138 

Authored By: Senator Nithyanandan and Senator Thompson 

Sponsored By: The Committee on Academics and Student Affairs 

Whereas, textbooks and online learning programs play a major role in a student’s academic success 

throughout many institutions; 

Whereas, the rising cost of traditional college textbooks is an additional financial burden for students 

each semester on top of  already rising tuition; 

Whereas, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, college textbook prices increased by 187.5% 

in the past decade, more than any other cost to college students in that same time period;1 

Whereas, in 2020, 65% of students surveyed reported skipping buying a textbook because of the cost 

and 63% skipped textbook purchases during the same period the previous year;2 

Whereas, this inconsistent cost has led to impacts on other essential areas of students’ lives; 

Whereas, food insecure students skip buying course materials at significantly higher rates–82% of 

students who reported missing a meal due to the pandemic also reported skipping buying textbooks due to 

cost;3 

1 https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2016/college-tuition-and-fees-increase-63-percent-since-january-
2006.htm?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue%3A%202016-08-
31%20Higher%20Ed%20Education%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue%3A7093%5D&utm_term=Education%20Dive%3A%20 
Higher%20Ed 
2 https://uspirg.org/reports/usp/fixing-broken-textbook-market-third-edition 
3 https://uspirg.org/reports/usp/fixing-broken-textbook-market-third-edition 

https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2016/college-tuition-and-fees-increase-63-percent-since-january-2006.htm?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue%3A%202016-08-31%20Higher%20Ed%20Education%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue%3A7093%5D&utm_term=Education%20Dive%3A%20Higher%20Ed
https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2016/college-tuition-and-fees-increase-63-percent-since-january-2006.htm?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue%3A%202016-08-31%20Higher%20Ed%20Education%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue%3A7093%5D&utm_term=Education%20Dive%3A%20Higher%20Ed
https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2016/college-tuition-and-fees-increase-63-percent-since-january-2006.htm?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue%3A%202016-08-31%20Higher%20Ed%20Education%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue%3A7093%5D&utm_term=Education%20Dive%3A%20Higher%20Ed
https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2016/college-tuition-and-fees-increase-63-percent-since-january-2006.htm?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue%3A%202016-08-31%20Higher%20Ed%20Education%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue%3A7093%5D&utm_term=Education%20Dive%3A%20Higher%20Ed
https://uspirg.org/reports/usp/fixing-broken-textbook-market-third-edition
https://uspirg.org/reports/usp/fixing-broken-textbook-market-third-edition


 

 

    

  

   

  

 

   

  

  

 

  

   

  

 

 

    

  

  

 

 
   
   
   
   
   
   

Whereas, in the 2019 Assessment of Climate for Learning, Living and Working, conducted by the 

University of Nevada, Reno, 48% of student respondents experienced financial hardship while attending the 

University;4 

Whereas, of these student respondents, 58% had difficulty purchasing books/course materials;5 

Whereas, during the past few years, student unions and societies at universities across the U.S. and 

Canada have shown their support for reducing or eliminating textbook costs;6 

Whereas, #textbookbroke campaigns often conducted by student governments, occur at the 

beginning of the fall term, and can appear in the form of social media postings, faculty recognition, and 

workshops to raise concern about the increasing costs of textbooks; 

Whereas, an open educational resource (OER) is known as any material used in the classroom to help 

students learn that have been made freely available online and licensed for others to reuse them;7 

Whereas, this term includes formats like textbooks, course readings, simulations, games, quizzes, 

syllabi, assessment tools, and any material that serves an educational purpose;8 

Whereas, examples of OERs include textbooks from the peer-reviewed programs such as OpenStax, 

Open Textbook Library, and resources provided by the University Libraries; 

Whereas, OERs stem from colleges and universities, libraries, archival organizations, government 

agencies, commercial organizations, faculty, or individuals who develop educational resources who are willing 

to share;9 

Whereas, OERs not only lower the costs for students to obtain educational content, but also bring a 

wider range of tools within the reach of more users; 

Whereas, some resources may only be used in their original format, while other resources can be 

modified, remixed, and redistributed; 

4 https://www.unr.edu/main/pdfs/verified-accessible/divisions-offices/president/truth/climate-study-final-report.pdf 
5 https://www.unr.edu/main/pdfs/verified-accessible/divisions-offices/president/truth/climate-study-final-report.pdf 
6 https://opentextbc.ca/adoptopentextbook/chapter/textbook-broke-campaigns/ 
7 https://guides.library.unr.edu/oer 
8 https://libguides.asu.edu/ld.php?content_id=37303325 
9 https://libguides.asu.edu/ld.php?content_id=37303325 

https://www.unr.edu/main/pdfs/verified-accessible/divisions-offices/president/truth/climate-study-final-report.pdf
https://www.unr.edu/main/pdfs/verified-accessible/divisions-offices/president/truth/climate-study-final-report.pdf
https://opentextbc.ca/adoptopentextbook/chapter/textbook-broke-campaigns/
https://guides.library.unr.edu/oer
https://libguides.asu.edu/ld.php?content_id=37303325
https://libguides.asu.edu/ld.php?content_id=37303325


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

    

 

  

 

  

 
   
  

Whereas, instructors who opt in to implementing OERs in their coursework would be able to 

download and use them in formal or informal learning situations; 

Whereas, traditional textbooks are protected by copyright laws so professors cannot make changes to 

the content as they intend to better correlate with their course content; 

Whereas, OERs give faculty the ability to pick and choose which individual resources they want to 

use, while modifying and assembling them in unique ways, which signifies greater diversity of learning 

environments; 

Whereas, open resources can be modified and reused which promotes collaboration and participation; 

Whereas, OERs can be adapted to keep pace with new technology and changes to academic 

disciplines and teaching methods, making them more suitable to particular learning activities;10 

Whereas, this shows how greater flexibility is a key component of OERs rather than a standard 

resource; 

Whereas, traditional textbooks that are often used in the classroom are outdated and not updated 

regularly; 

Whereas, additionally, many students may have to wait for weeks at the start of semesters to receive 

their traditional textbook orders, while with an OER, access to a textbook is available immediately; 

Whereas, the University of Nevada, Reno Libraries received an Open Educational Resources Grant 

from the Nevada State Library through COVID relief funds, to migrate existing course materials for classes 

to OERs; 

Whereas, University Libraries finds the best use of these funds to encourage instructors to implement 

the use of open educational resources in their courses; 

Whereas, University Libraries is distributing funds to 10 professors in the amount of $1500 that 

participate in workshops to promote the use of open educational resources;11 

10 https://libguides.asu.edu/ld.php?content_id=37303325 
11 https://library.unr.edu/oer-grant 

https://libguides.asu.edu/ld.php?content_id=37303325
https://library.unr.edu/oer-grant


    

 

   

  

  

 

   

   

 

 

   

 

  

 

  

 

 

   

   

    

     

  

   

   

  

 
   
   
   
   

Whereas, OER statewide coordinator for the Massachusetts Department of Higher Education, Robert 

Awkward, noted that since 2014, students at public institutions statewide have saved more than $7 million by 

using OERs;12 

Whereas, the University of Massachusetts Lowell’s Student Government Association recognized 27 

members of their faculty who use OERs in their courses13; 

Whereas, some UNR professors have already begun to incorporate the use of OER in their course 

instruction like Angela Chase, Senior Instructional Designer and Core Humanities Instructor, who produced 

the statement as read in addendum A; 

Whereas, University Libraries is in support of a #textbookbroke campaign similar to those that were 

conducted the University of British Colombia, Ontario Undergraduate Student Alliance, and University of 

Connecticut14; 

Whereas, OERs have the potential to expose students and instructors to the long tail of content, most 

of which may never find its way into widespread educational use15; 

Whereas, the end goal of the OER movement is to lead to a future where most of the components of 

an education will be available online for free, and access to educational resources will expand to more 

learners; 

Be it resolved that, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada, Reno encourages the faculty 

and staff at the University of Nevada, Reno to implement and invest in the use of open educational resources 

in course instruction; 

Be it further resolved that, a copy of this resolution be sent to the following people: 

• Brian Sandoval, President of the University of Nevada, Reno 

• Jeff Thompson, Executive Vice President & Provost 

• Kal Joshi, Vice Provost of Online Education 

• David Shintani, Vice Provost of Undergraduate Education 

• Shannon Ellis, Vice President of Student Services 

• Ed Huffman, Executive Director, Office of Digital Learning 

• Sarah Cummings, Director of the University Core Curriculum 

12 https://www.uml.edu/News/stories/2021/OERscars-awards.aspx 
13 https://www.uml.edu/News/stories/2021/OERscars-awards.aspx 
14 https://opentextbc.ca/adoptopentextbook/chapter/textbook-broke-campaigns/ 
15 https://libguides.asu.edu/ld.php?content_id=37303325 

https://www.uml.edu/News/stories/2021/OERscars-awards.aspx
https://www.uml.edu/News/stories/2021/OERscars-awards.aspx
https://opentextbc.ca/adoptopentextbook/chapter/textbook-broke-campaigns/
https://libguides.asu.edu/ld.php?content_id=37303325


   

  
 

 
  

   

  
 

      

 

 

 

 
   

 

 
      

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

• Catherine Cardwell, Dean of University Libraries 

• Deans of all Respective Colleges: School of Public Health, College of Education & Human 
Development, College of Engineering, School of Social Work, College of Science, College 
of Liberal Arts, College of Business, College of Agriculture, Biotechnology and Natural 
Resources, School of Medicine, Reynolds School of Journalism, Orvis School of Nursing 

• Amy Pason, Faculty Senate Chair 

• Teresa Schultz, Social Sciences Librarian 

Adopted in Senate on March 2nd, 2022 

Attest: 

Wyatt Layland, Senate Secretary 

Jake Schein, Speaker of the Senate 



 

 

 

 

   

  

 

  

   

    

 

   

 

  

  

 

 

 

Addendum A 

“I have been incorporating Open Education Resources in my online 200-level Core Humanities 

course since 2014. With the rising costs of education, helping students save money for education 

materials benefits everyone involved. With a little advanced preparation on my part, OERs really 

make a difference for my students and each semester they thank me for incorporating them. In 

addition to saving students money, OERs can be easily accessed and located within WebCampus, 

ensuring that students use the exact same materials as one another and that they have all materials at 

the start of the semester. It also allows me, as the instructor, to craft learning materials and activities 

specifically to my course and incorporate different types of materials for better student engagement. 

Finally, it demonstrates to students that I care about and can empathize with their ability to access 

and afford course materials, which goes a long way to establish positive instructor presence and a 

learning community within our class.” 

Angela Chase 

Senior Instructional Designer and Core Humanities Instructor 


	89-138_S.Res_OER.pdf
	89-138_S.Res_Addendum.pdf

