
 

 

 
 

To: President Austin Brown 

From: Attorney General Nour Sarsangi 

Date: January 31, 2022 

Re: Senate Membership and Quorum 
 
 
 
President Brown, 

 
In your request, you asked for an opinion determining how to calculate the quorum of the 

Senate body and what the composition of the Senate of the Associated Students entails.  

The guidelines for the composition of the Senate are as follows: 

 
ASUN Const., art II, sec. 1 (a) – Composition and Term 

 
(a) COMPOSITION AND TERM —  

The Senate shall be composed of the Speaker and not more than twenty-five 
Senators, who shall be elected to a term of one year. 

 
 
The above statement implies that the membership of the Senate cannot exceed 25 senators plus the 

Speaker however, there is no specified minimum as to how many members are needed to conduct 

business outside of quorum rules. Therefore, the Senate can be established and conduct business 

with any number of members not exceeding 25 plus the Speaker as long as a quorum is present.  

 

 

 



 

 

Furthermore, the components of quorum are outlined in the Constitution: 

ASUN Const., art II, sec. 2 (b) – Quorum 
 

(b) QUORUM —  
A quorum to do business is two-thirds of the membership. 
 

Based on the above definition, a quorum shall be met if there are two-thirds of the current official 

membership of the Senate present. This does not indicate that the Senate requires two-thirds of the 

maximum potential of 25 senators plus the Speaker to conduct business. Therefore quorum shall 

be calculated using the total number of elected senators for that session and not based on the total 

maximum potential capacity of the Senate body.  

In the past, the Senate has operated without full potential membership and has counted quorum by 

the actual membership of the body. In other words, it is precedent that a two-thirds majority of the 

actual membership of the body is counted as quorum, not a two-thirds majority of the maximum 

potential membership.  

 

If vacancies were to arise, the following shall take place:  

ASUN Const., art II, sec. 1 (d) – Vacancies 
 

(c) VACANCIES —  
When vacancies occur in the Senate, those seats shall be filled as the Senate by law 
provides. When one-third of the Senate is vacant, the Senate shall fill such vacancies 
by special election, to be held as the Senate by law provides. 

 
This is interpreted to mean that in the case that one-third of the maximum compacity of the Senate 

body was to be vacant a special election must occur. Though it has been established above that the 

Senate can conduct business with a two-thirds quorum of any membership number, not exceeding 



 

 

25, if the official membership of the Senate is not comprised of two-thirds of the maximum 

potential membership then a special election must be held to try and fill the remaining vacancies.  

 
 
In conclusion, the Senate body may be established with any number of senators that does not 

exceed 25 plus the Speaker. Quorum will be determined using two-thirds of the established Senate 

body for that session, not the maximum capacity of the Senate. However, to create proper and fair 

representation within the Association, if one-third of the maximum potential number of seats is 

vacant, a special election must be held.  

 

 Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

 
Best Regards, 

 

Nour Sarsangi 

Attorney General 

Associated Students of the University of Nevada 


	To: President Austin Brown
	From: Attorney General Nour Sarsangi
	Date: January 31, 2022
	Re: Senate Membership and Quorum
	President Brown,
	In your request, you asked for an opinion determining how to calculate the quorum of the Senate body and what the composition of the Senate of the Associated Students entails. 
	The guidelines for the composition of the Senate are as follows:
	ASUN Const., art II, sec. 1 (a) – Composition and Term
	(a) COMPOSITION AND TERM — 
	The Senate shall be composed of the Speaker and not more than twenty-five Senators, who shall be elected to a term of one year.
	The above statement implies that the membership of the Senate cannot exceed 25 senators plus the Speaker however, there is no specified minimum as to how many members are needed to conduct business outside of quorum rules. Therefore, the Senate can be established and conduct business with any number of members not exceeding 25 plus the Speaker as long as a quorum is present. 
	Furthermore, the components of quorum are outlined in the Constitution:
	ASUN Const., art II, sec. 2 (b) – Quorum
	(b) QUORUM — 
	A quorum to do business is two-thirds of the membership.
	Based on the above definition, a quorum shall be met if there are two-thirds of the current official membership of the Senate present. This does not indicate that the Senate requires two-thirds of the maximum potential of 25 senators plus the Speaker to conduct business. Therefore quorum shall be calculated using the total number of elected senators for that session and not based on the total maximum potential capacity of the Senate body. 
	In the past, the Senate has operated without full potential membership and has counted quorum by the actual membership of the body. In other words, it is precedent that a two-thirds majority of the actual membership of the body is counted as quorum, not a two-thirds majority of the maximum potential membership. 
	If vacancies were to arise, the following shall take place: 
	ASUN Const., art II, sec. 1 (d) – Vacancies
	(c) VACANCIES — 
	When vacancies occur in the Senate, those seats shall be filled as the Senate by law provides. When one-third of the Senate is vacant, the Senate shall fill such vacancies by special election, to be held as the Senate by law provides.
	This is interpreted to mean that in the case that one-third of the maximum compacity of the Senate body was to be vacant a special election must occur. Though it has been established above that the Senate can conduct business with a two-thirds quorum of any membership number, not exceeding 25, if the official membership of the Senate is not comprised of two-thirds of the maximum potential membership then a special election must be held to try and fill the remaining vacancies. 
	In conclusion, the Senate body may be established with any number of senators that does not exceed 25 plus the Speaker. Quorum will be determined using two-thirds of the established Senate body for that session, not the maximum capacity of the Senate. However, to create proper and fair representation within the Association, if one-third of the maximum potential number of seats is vacant, a special election must be held. 
	 Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
	Best Regards,
	Nour Sarsangi Attorney General
	Associated Students of the University of Nevada

