
 
  

 

  

    

    

 

         

  

         

         

   

        

  

  

 

 

    

        

 

 
   
   

Senate of the Associated 
Students of the University of  
Nevada 
89th Session, 2021-2022 

A  RESOLUTION  IN SUPPORT OF A VOTING STUDENT  MEMBER ON THE 

NSHE BOARD OF REGENTS  

Resolution Number: 123 

Authored By: Senator Ngo 

Sponsored By: 2021-2022 Student Government Assembly 

Whereas, the collection of higher education institutions in the state of Nevada is known as the Nevada 

System of  Higher Education, or NSHE; 

Whereas, Article 11, Section 4 and 7 of the Nevada Constitution grants the Board of Regents the power 

to govern NSHE, which is made up of 13 elected representatives serving six-year terms, with a Chair and Vice-

Chair elected by the Regents for one-year terms;1 

Whereas, Regents are often Nevada institution alumni and/or higher education professionals, but there 

is currently no designated student member on the Board of Regents; 

Whereas, thirty-nine (39) public state university Regent Boards have at least one student member, with 

twenty-nine (29) states granting voting privilege to the student Regents;2 

Whereas, the California State University (CSU) System is governed by its fully appointed 30-person 

Board of Trustees that provides oversight to 23 college campuses and over 485,000 students; 

Whereas, over 85% (25 members) of the CSU Board of Trustees are voting members, and the other 

five (5) members are ex-officio; 

1 https://nshe.nevada.edu/leadership-policy/board-of-regents/overview/ 
2 https://www.texastribune.org/2010/05/12/student-regents-have-a-voice-but-no-vote/ 

https://nshe.nevada.edu/leadership-policy/board-of-regents/overview/
https://www.texastribune.org/2010/05/12/student-regents-have-a-voice-but-no-vote/


  

 

   

  

 

   

   

  

  

  

   

   

   

 

   

 

    

 

 
   
   
   
 

  

Whereas, the CSU Board contains two (2) student trustees appointed by the Governor and proposed by 

the California State Student Association (CSSA) to serve staggered two-year terms;3 

Whereas, the CSSA conducts a search process every academic year for 2-5 new trustee candidates to 

recommend to the Governor’s Office;4 

Whereas, candidates submit letters of recommendation, essays, and resumes and must have at least 

sophomore status and maintain good academic standing; 

Whereas, the Arizona Board of Regents also contains two (2) student members, who are appointed by 

the Governor and confirmed by the Senate for two (2) year terms, with one (1) year as a non-voting member 

followed by one (1) year with voting privileges;5 

Whereas, the NSHE student regent could be elected or appointed, and the Associated Students at the 

University of Nevada (ASUN) are open to exploring a variety of formats with existing and future regents, the 

Nevada Student Alliance (NSA), and state officials to realize this initiative; 

Whereas, the Board of Regents’ objectives include promoting affordable access to higher education 

and a “continued quest for excellence, economy and the balancing of basic goals that the public interest 

requires;”6 

Whereas, students are directly affected by the pursuance of these objectives, as well as NSHE’s rules, 

policies, and procedures; 

Whereas, including students in the governing process is equitable and advances the public interest as 

students are currently experiencing education without representation; 

3 https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/board-of-trustees/Pages/about-the-bot.aspxc 
4 https://calstatestudents.org/student-trustee-search-info-session-2/ 
5 https://www.azregents.edu/about/student-regents 
6 https://nshe.nevada.edu/tasks/sites/Nshe/assets/File/BoardOfRegents/Agendas/2016/jan-mtgs/bor-
refs/BOR-3b.pdf 

https://www.calstate.edu/csu-system/board-of-trustees/Pages/about-the-bot.aspxc
https://calstatestudents.org/student-trustee-search-info-session-2/
https://www.azregents.edu/about/student-regents
https://nshe.nevada.edu/tasks/sites/Nshe/assets/File/BoardOfRegents/Agendas/2016/jan-mtgs/bor-refs/BOR-3b.pdf
https://nshe.nevada.edu/tasks/sites/Nshe/assets/File/BoardOfRegents/Agendas/2016/jan-mtgs/bor-refs/BOR-3b.pdf


  

   

    

  

       

 

  

   

          

        

 

  

 

  

   

  

      

 

  

  

  

 

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
   

Whereas, recent controversies such as Question 1 in the 2020 Election7 and a memo drafted by 

Chancellor Melody Rose in October 2021 detailing negative workplace incidents8 have caused the general 

public to re-evaluate the efficiency of the Board of Regents’ procedures and consider possibilities of reform; 

Whereas, one reform to create more communication and accountability among Nevada institutions is 

by including a direct NSHE constituent - a student – as a voting member of the Board of Regents; 

Whereas, Regents who have not recently been students in NSHE are inhibited from truly 

comprehending the student experience; a student member diversifies the perspectives of the Board of 

Regents by providing firsthand representation of current student experiences in NSHE; 

Whereas, a student Regent provides for “an educated citizenry for public service” and cultivates the 

“general welfare,” bringing NSHE closer to meeting its mission of “[providing] higher education to the citizens 

of  the state at an excellent level of  quality consistent with the state's resources;”9 

Whereas, a common argument against student Regents questions whether students can remain 

impartial to certain issues like tuition rises; 

Whereas, public service often calls for a balance and negotiation between a delegate and trustee role, 

and this position will give students a tangible learning opportunity to put this idea into practice, depending on 

the scope of topics presented before the Regents; 

Whereas, student Regents could recuse themselves on issues regarding NSHE personnel directly to 

avoid conflicts of  interest; 

Whereas, another common concern with student Regents is the opinion that students lack the 

maturity necessary to serve as full voting members, which includes but is not limited to understanding 

budgets, listening to long periods of public comment, and learning “buzzwords” directly related to 

educational governance;10 

7 https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/indy-explains-question-1-a-measure-that-would-strike-the-
board-of-regents-from-the-constitution 
8 https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/in-hostile-workplace-memo-chancellor-melody-rose-details-
incidents-that-made-her-feel-undermined-by-two-regents 
9 https://nshe.nevada.edu/tasks/sites/Nshe/assets/File/BoardOfRegents/Agendas/2016/jan-mtgs/bor-
refs/BOR-3b.pdf 
10 https://www.edweek.org/leadership/few-student-board-members-can-vote-should-that-change/2019/06 

https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/indy-explains-question-1-a-measure-that-would-strike-the-board-of-regents-from-the-constitution
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/indy-explains-question-1-a-measure-that-would-strike-the-board-of-regents-from-the-constitution
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/in-hostile-workplace-memo-chancellor-melody-rose-details-incidents-that-made-her-feel-undermined-by-two-regents
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/in-hostile-workplace-memo-chancellor-melody-rose-details-incidents-that-made-her-feel-undermined-by-two-regents
https://nshe.nevada.edu/tasks/sites/Nshe/assets/File/BoardOfRegents/Agendas/2016/jan-mtgs/bor-refs/BOR-3b.pdf
https://nshe.nevada.edu/tasks/sites/Nshe/assets/File/BoardOfRegents/Agendas/2016/jan-mtgs/bor-refs/BOR-3b.pdf
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/few-student-board-members-can-vote-should-that-change/2019/06


  

 

    

 

   

   

   

  

 

    

   

 

 

    

 

  

  

    

 

 

 
   
 

  
   

Whereas, students eighteen (18) years of age and older juggle a plethora of financial, legal, and 

personal responsibilities as a legal adult such as living alone, paying for education and utilities, working a job, 

voting and more; 

Whereas, candidates who have the time and qualifications can handle a Regent’s job duties if they are 

able to show consistent dedication to other obligations of their adult life; 

Whereas, most NSHE student government bodies manage their own budget, practice parliamentary 

procedure, and develop bylaws that promote professional and intellectual discussion; 

Whereas, studies show that internal political efficacy increases civic participation, meaning if students 

clearly see their interests represented, they will be more inclined to participate in NSHE’S governing 

process;11 

Whereas, hence, maturity is an unfounded reason to bar students from holding this position; 

Whereas, although students have the opportunity to make public comment and the Nevada Student 

Alliance meets regularly with the Regents and the Chancellor, a vote at the table is the most powerful and 

succinct representation of their voice; 

Whereas, ASUN’s No Walls 2025: A Student Vision for the University of Nevada, Reno imagines students 

“holding their representatives and administrators accountable for their decision-making [at the system] level” 

and being vocal leaders who frame the university experience;12 

Whereas, a vote to pass this resolution is one step closer towards the vision detailed above; 

Whereas, the Associated Students have advocated for a student Regent since 2013 for a variety of 

reasons, as documented by the Instagram account @nvstudentregent;13 

Whereas, ASUN and NSHE’s student governing bodies have a bigger responsibility to substantiate 

student voices in the System; 

11 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4894288/ 
12 https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/nevadaasun/2015/01/No-Walls-2025-
AStudentVisOnForTheUniversityOfNevadaReno.pdf 
13 https://www.instagram.com/nvstudentregent/?hl=en 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4894288/
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/nevadaasun/2015/01/No-Walls-2025-AStudentVisOnForTheUniversityOfNevadaReno.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/nevadaasun/2015/01/No-Walls-2025-AStudentVisOnForTheUniversityOfNevadaReno.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/nvstudentregent/?hl=en


      

 

        

 

       

          

    

  
  
  
  
  
   
    

 
  
  
   
  
  
  
 

  
  
  
   
  
   
   
   
  
  
   
  
   
  
  
  
  
   
   
   
  
   
    

Be it resolved that, ASUN supports the inclusion of  a student member on the Board of Regents., whose 

votes will not just be advisory, but counted as part of  the public record; 

Be it further resolved that, ASUN urges the Nevada Student Alliance (NSA) and its institutions to pass 

resolutions or pursue advocacy relevant to this initiative; 

Be it further resolved that, ASUN supports continued communication with Nevada legislators and public 

officials into the Spring 2023 legislative session to pursue the process of amending the Nevada Revised 

Statutes or Constitution necessary to include a student Regent; 

Be it further resolved that, a copy of this resolution be sent to the following: 
○ ASUN President and NSA Secretary, Austin Brown 
○ ASUN Vice President, Keegan Murphy 
○ ASUN Director of Legislative Affairs, Robert Resnik 
○ Graduate Student Association President and NSA Chair, Matthew Hawn 
○ UNR President, Brian Sandoval 
○ University of Nevada Las Vegas Consolidated Students of the University of Nevada President 

and NSA Vice Chair, Caren Yap 
○ UNLV Graduate and Professional Student Association President, Nicole Thomas 
○ UNLV President, Keith Whitfield 
○ Associated Students of the College of Southern Nevada President, Zachary Johnigan 
○ CSN President. Federico Zaragoza 
○ Nevada State College Nevada State Student Alliance President, Lauren Porter 
○ NSC President, DeRionne Pollard 
○ Truckee Meadows Community College Student Government Association President, Darian 

Richards 
○ TMCC President, Karin Hilgersom 
○ Associated Students of Western Nevada President Andrea Sanchez de Loza 
○ Western Nevada College President, Vincent Solis 
○ Great Basin College SGA, Zachary Stamp 
○ GBC President, Joyce Helens 
○ Regent Carol Del Carlo, Chair Pro Tempore 
○ Regent Amy J. Carvalho, Vice Chair Pro Tempore 
○ Regent Joseph C. Arrascada 
○ Regent Patrick J. Boylan 
○ Regent Byron Brooks 
○ Regent Patrick R. Carter 
○ Regent Mark W. Doubrava 
○ Regent Jason Geddes 
○ Regent Cathy McAdoo 
○ Regent Donald Sylvantee McMichael Sr. 
○ Regent John T. Moran 
○ Regent Laura E. Perkins 
○ Regent Lois Tarkanian 
○ Chancellor Melody Rose 
○ Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs, Crystal Abba 
○ Vice Chancellor of Public Affairs and Advancement, Constance Brooks 
○ Vice Chancellor for Workforce Development and Chief Innovation Officer, Caleb Cage 



  
   
  
  

 

 

      

 

 

 

 
   

 

 
      

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

○ Chief Financial Officer, Andrew Clinger 
○ Chief General Counsel, Joseph Reynolds 
○ Secretary of State, Barbara K. Cegavske 
○ Governor, Steve Sisolak 

Adopted in Senate on February 9th, 2022 

Attest: 

Wyatt Layland, Senate Secretary 

Jake Schein, Speaker of the Senate 



 

    

   

   

   

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

From: Austin Brown, President of the Associated Students 

To: Speaker Schein 

Date: 01/21/22 

RE: Fast Track Memo 

Speaker Schein, 

Senate Resolution 89- A Resolution in Support of a Voting Student Member on the 

NSHE Board of Regents is a time sensitive piece that I am respectfully asking you to fast track. I 

am asking for this to be fast tracked to coincide with the NSA Meeting schedule so the NSA 

Members can vote on this prior to the March NSHE Board of Regents Meeting. 

All my best, 

Austin J. Brown 

President 

Senate of the Associated Students 

Associated Students of the University of Nevada 
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