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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Kidd called the Committee on Academics and Student Affairs meeting to order on 
Monday, February 7th, 2022, at 8:01 am via ASUN President’s Conference Room, 3rd Floor at 
the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding Secretary, Nathan Habon. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Present: Senators Thompson, Shamim, Rountree, Nithyanandan, McNaught, Howell, Golish, 
Bergren, Kidd. 

 
A quorum was present. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at the time. 
 

4. MINUTES 
• Motion from Senator Shamim: Motion to approve the minutes from November 24th, and 

December 1st, 2021, through unanimous consent. 
Seconded by: Senator Thompson. 
 
• Question from Senator Kidd: Asked if there was any dissent to the motion. There 

was no dissent at the time. 
 

• Resolved: Motion carried. 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Liason Positions/Senator Updates 

• Senator Bergren 
• Senator Bergren reported on meeting with Shannon Ellis with Senator Thompson 

before the Spring Break about housing and other topics. She said that Ellis 
elaborated on projects revolving around the Joe, the proposed Field House by 
Athletics, and the review on the Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory Covid measurement 
enacted last year. 
 

• Senator Golish 
• Senator Golish reported maintaining contact with his liason and saved updates for 

later in the meeting. 
 

• Senator Howell 
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• Senator reported on progress with his liason and meeting with Senator McNaught 
over catching up on a shared project. 
 

• Senator Kidd 
• Senator Kidd discussed the plan on Spring Break date determination and said to 

Senators to expect a possible change. She mentioned how plans for break and 
other Spring events are continuing as expected with the mask mandate still in effect 
as per county and school district requirements. 
 

• Senator McNaught 
• Senator McNaught reported being unable to meet physically with his liasons but 

being in contact through emails. 
 

• Senator Nithyanandan 
• Senator Nithyanandan reported reaching out to Officee of Relations and Student 

Records with Senator Thompson to schedule a meeting, as well as scheduling a 
meeting with Librarian Schultz for for the Open Access Resources legislation 
discussed later in the meeting. She will also meet with the dean tomorrow at 3 pm. 
 

• Senator Rountree 
• Reported a Nevada Career Studio event named Spring Career Fair coming up on 

February 26th at the Joe Crowley 4th floor at 10am. 
 

• Senator Shamim 
• Reported no new updates. 

 
• Senator Thompson 

• Senator Thompson reported on further details with his meeting with Dr. Shannon 
Ellis on dining and meal trades. He said interactions with independent vendors 
renting out spaces on the 2nd floor of the Joe complicates enabling meal trades, as 
well as a lack of information revolving the situations due to signing NDA’s. 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. S.R. 89 – A Resolution in Support of Open Educational Resources in Course 
Instruction 
• Motion from Senator Shamim: Motion to favorably recommend S.R. 89 – A 

Resolution in Support of Open Educational Resources in Course Instruction. 
Seconded by: Senator Nithyanandan. 

 
• Senator Nithyanandan gave a brief explanation of the resolution, which focuses on 

lowering total educational costs by encouraging Open Educational Resources in 
classrooms. Open Educational Resources would be free and available books and other 
resources that would lower the costs for students. Senator Thompson elaborated 
further by explaining how information is widely available and how professors could 
assist in student’s costs by adjusting their instruction toward Open Educational 
Resources. 
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• Question from Senator Bergren: Senator Bergren asked on what OER’s specifically 
entail. 

 
• Response from Senator Thompson: Stated that OER’s are purely knowledge 

and texts so it should be an assisting tool used in tandem with the instruction 
method. 
 
 

• Question from Senator Golish: Asked if the University Libraries is training 
professors on the use of OEM’s 
 
• Response from Senator Thompson: The Libraries are currently working with 10 

faculty, training them as part of a pilot program. 
 

• Question from Senator Bergren: Asked how fees for external resources like Pearson 
could be addressed. 
 
• Response from Senator Nithyanandan: Responded that it would be up for the 

individual professor to implement those course materials. 
 

• Response from Senator Thompson: Commented that there are limitations for 
what resources could be offered by professors as determined by their departments, 
but this resolution 
 

• Question from Senator McNaught: Asked if there were specific software to replace 
external resources. 
 
• Response from Senator Nithyanandan: Responded no specific software but 

OER’s are written at a high standard. 
 

• Motion from Senator Nithyanandan: Motion to amend Page 7, Line 1, from “no 
updated” to “not updated” through unanimous consent. 
 
• Question from Senator Kidd: Asked if there was any dissent. 

 
• Resolved: Motion caried. 

 
• Motion from Senator Nithyanandan: Motion to amend Page 9, Line 7 from “Deans 

all of Respective Colleges” to “Deans of all Respective Colleges” through unanimous 
consent. 
 
• Question from Senator Kidd: Asked if there was any dissent. 

 
• Resolved: Motion Carried. 

 
• Vote: 7 in favor, 0 against, 1 abstained. 

 
• Resolved: Motion carried. 
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b. Legislation Tracker 
• Senators Nithyanandan and Thompson stated they will be focusing on 24-hour 

workspaces on campus. 
 

• Senator Thompson mentioned wanting to meet with Parking Services for allowing 
parking for non-university residents and potentially writing a resolution for it. 
 

• Senator Shamim discussed his continuing focus on a rest area in the Libraries for 
students. He also mentioned hope with McNaught to favorably recommend to the 
Provost’s Office to have cameras in lecture halls for students who are unable to attend 
class through extenuating issues. 
 

• Senator Golish worked with then-Senate Secretary Hope Cronan on past legislation 
regarding Senator Shamim’s projects, which proved fruitless but shared word from a 
higher-up that the Centers each submitted applications for the Provost’s Office to 
review.  
 

• Senator Rountree discussed potential working with Nevada Career Studions and 
Student Records and Admissions on an applications workshop will talk with Senators 
Nithyanandan and Golish about that idea. 
 

• Senator Bergren stated that she will primarily focus on the issues revolving around Park 
Place and potentially plan a letter by President Sandoval on housing issues. She 
mentioned shifting to be more proactive this semester. She expressed disdain on a 
persistent RHA and ADA access problem. 
 

• Senator Howell reported on progress with the Sorority Life liason, which happened to 
stretch past the last semester and expressed hope to include it as the liason for this 
semester, highlighting the importance of a topic representing a large number of 
students. 
 

• Senator McNaught discussed his progress with the law school plan. 
 

• Motion from Senator Kidd: Motion to transfer the gavel to Senator Thompson 
through unanimous consent. 
 
• Question from Senator Kidd: Asked if there was any dissent to the motion. 

 
• Resolved: Motion carried. 

 
Senator Kidd left the meeting at 8:33 am. 
 

• Comment from Senator Shamim: Recommended ways to approach Senator 
Thompson’s consideration toward Parking Services. 
 

• Comment from Senator Bergren: Mentioned that the resolution should address how 
it would be a revenue outlet for Parking Services. 
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7. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at the time. 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

Senator Thompson adjourned the meeting at 8:35 am via ASUN President’s Conference Room, 
3rd Floor at the Joe Crowley Student Union. 


