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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Ngo called the Committee on Democratic Civic Engagement to order on Friday, 
January 28th, 2022 at 5:18 p.m. via the Presidents Conference Room, 3rd Floor of the Joe 
Crowley Student Union, and via Zoom Conference Call. Presiding Secretary, Wyatt Layland. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Present: Senators Ngo, Bowling, McNaught, and Noble. 

 
Absent Excused: Senators Jojan and Ribeiro. 

 
A quorum was present. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at the time. 
 

4. MINUTES 
• Motion from Senator McNaught: Motion to approve the minutes from December 6th, 

2021, through unanimous consent. 
 

• Question from Senator Ngo: Asked if there was any dissent to the motion. There was 
no dissent at the time. 

 
• Resolved: Motion carried. 

 
5. REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

a. Director of Legislative Affairs, Robert Resnik 
• Director Resnik was not present to deliver a report at the time. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business discussed at the time. 
 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Senator Reports 

• Senator Ngo asked Senator Bowling is she was still comfortable with being the liaison 
for the Office of Service Learning. Senator Bowling answered in the affirmative. 

 
• Senator Ngo confirmed that she and Senator McNaught would stay on as the liaisons 

for Veterans Services. 
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• Senator Ngo remarked on the vacant VP of Community Engagement Michael Flores 

liaison position. Senator McNaught volunteered to take on the role; Senator Ngo 
accepted his request and directed him to inquire about VP Flores’ recurring meeting 
time with other ASUN officials. 

 
• Senator Ngo confirmed that she would remain the liaison for CSE Associate Director 

Amy Koeckes. She also confirmed that Senator Ribeiro would stay on as one of the 
liaisons for CSE Coordinator Becca Franssen, and that anyone who wanted to take on 
the vacant second spot would be encouraged to do so. 

 
• Senator Ngo introduced the new liaison position for CSE Coordinator Hanin Abboud 

Rodriguez. Senator Noble volunteered to take on the liaison position; Senator Ngo 
accepted his request. 

 
• Senator Noble confirmed that he would stay on as the liaison for the ASUN 

Department of Legislative Affairs alongside Senator Jojan. 
 

• Senator Ngo asked Senators McNaught and Noble if they wanted to keep the liaison 
position for ASUN Director of Campus and Public Directors, Michala Matovina. Both 
senators answered in the affirmative. 

 
• Senator Noble shared updates regarding the proposed Nevada U.S. Senate debate. 

Senator McNaught stated that he reached out to Adam Laxalt’s campaign manager, 
who expressed interest in the concept but wanted to know more details about the 
format and the time. Senator Noble stated that Senator Cortez-Masto’s campaign felt 
the same way about the debate. Senator McNaught encouraged fleshing out the details 
and making the debate the committee’s “hallmark” project for the semester; Senator 
Ngo agreed that it would be a great project to work on, while Senator Noble discussed 
collaborating with the Department of Legislative Affairs. 

 
• Senator McNaught stated that he had not yet reached out to Nevada’s ACLU chapter. 

Senator Noble discussed UNR’s new ACLU club, which he claimed would “galvanize” 
campus and grant the committee extra access to the organization for projects and 
events. 

 
• Senator Noble discussed creating a SNIF-like grant for clubs and organizations on-

campus, with an emphasis on civic engagement instead of sustainability. Senators 
McNaught and Ngo expressed enthusiasm for the idea, with Senator Ngo proposing 
that the project be created through legislation. 

 
b. Spring Semester Planning 

• Senator Ngo stated that there were eight committee meetings left in the session. She 
then presented and discussed a document that listed various areas of legislative interest.  

 
• Senator McNaught expressed interest in propping up a voter pre-registration initiative 

for high school students. He cited the proposed Nevada U.S. Senate debate as a 
potential forum on which to promote the project. 
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• Senator Noble requested that campus free speech be removed from the list of 

legislative areas. He discussed the difficulties they had faced at the end of the previous 
semester to reform free speech on campus property as a reason to abandon the idea. 
Senators McNaught and Ngo agreed, and Senator Ngo removed it from the list. 

 
• Senator Ngo encouraged committee members to reach out to their liaison assignments 

and develop ideas for legislation. She also recommended that they meet with Director 
Resnik and members of the Department of Legislative Affairs to work on a formal 
proposal for the Nevada U.S. Senate debate. Senator Noble stated that they could do 
the behind-the-scenes planning while Director Resnik could deal with campus officials 
to secure a time and venue for the debate. Senator Ngo agreed with this arrangement, 
as did Senator McNaught. Senator Noble then expressed potentially getting UNR 
President Brian Sandoval to endorse the debate; the committee unanimously supported 
this idea. 

 
8. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no comments and announcements at the time. 
 

9. PUBLIC COMMENT 
• ASUN Senate Secretary, Wyatt Layland. 

• Senate Secretary Layland wished the committee a nice weekend. 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
Senator Ngo adjourned the meeting at 5:34 p.m. via the Presidents Conference Room, 3rd Floor 
of the Joe Crowley Student Union and via Zoom Conference Call. 


