
  

 

  

             

        

 

      

 

            

        

  

  

  

 

   

 

  

 
  
  
  
   

Senate of the Associated 
Students of the University of  
Nevada  
89th Session, 2021-2022 

A  RESOLUTION  IN SUPPORT OF MANDATORY VACCINATION FOR IN-

PERSON ATTENDANCE  

Resolution Number: 77 

Authored By: Senator Noble, Senator Rowe, Senator Thompson, Senator Shamim, and Senator Fitzpatrick 

Sponsored By: The Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness 

Whereas, reported cases of the COVID-19 Delta Variant strain have surged in Nevada, leading to 

renewed indoor mask requirements through the preview of  Governor’s mandate; 

Whereas, there is a plethora of sound medical evidence that shows the efficacy of COVID-19 vaccines;1 

Whereas, preventative treatment in the form of complete population vaccination is the most effective 

way to stop hospitalization due to, and reduce transmission of  all current variants of the COVID-19;2 

Whereas, by directive of Governor Sisolak, state employees including NSHE faculty and staff must 

show proof of vaccination or else be subject to weekly COVID testing at their own expense; 3 

Whereas, the Nevada Faculty Alliance created a petition to make vaccination a mandatory criterion for 

physical attendance at all NSHE institutions, exempting religious reasons and valid medical reasons, and has 

been signed by 1,270 members;4 

Whereas, full in-person instruction resumed in August 2021 for the Fall semester; 

Whereas, as per the requirements of their employment, faculty and staff must often work with large 

numbers of students in close quarters where social distancing is difficult and often impossible; 

1 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/fully-vaccinated-people.html 
2 https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/vaccine-efficacy-effectiveness-and-protection 
3 https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/nevada-to-require-COVID-vaccines-or-weekly-testing-for-state-employees 
4 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNcaiW1Auu2JS4OwQJG18VlV9JyU3QJgN 3LR1mlyvz_8nHQg/viewform 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/fully-vaccinated-people.html
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/vaccine-efficacy-effectiveness-and-protection
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/nevada-to-require-covid-vaccines-or-weekly-testing-for-state-employees
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNcaiW1Auu2JS4OwQJG18VlV9JyU3QJgN%203LR1mlyvz_8nHQg/viewform


    

 

 

    

 

  

 

  

  

     

    

     

  

     

  

 

  

 

 

    

 
  
  
 

 
   
   

   
   
 

  

Whereas, the shared goals of ASUN and NSHE institutions are to teach in-person classes in a safe 

and responsible manner and to avoid another transition to remote instruction due to a surge in student 

infection; 

Whereas, the presence of unvaccinated students on campus, even if masked, has the potential to result 

in the preventable transmission of COVID-19 to other students, faculty, and staff; 

Whereas, the spread of the Delta Variant has been described by the CDC as “a pandemic of the 

unvaccinated;”5 

Whereas, students tend to be in age groups with lower vaccination rates;6 

Whereas, as of August 6th, 664 university and college campuses nationally, have implemented 

mandatory vaccinations for students and/or faculty and staff, under the FDA Emergency Use Authorization;7 

Whereas, NSHE students are already required to show proof of immunizations (with exemptions for 

bona fide medical or religious reasons) for other diseases as a preventive public health measure including 

measles, mumps, rubella, tetanus, and meningitis;8 

Whereas, the Supreme Court Case Jacobson v. Massachusetts (1905) established that a state has the 

constitutional authority to enforce compulsory vaccinations;9 

Whereas, the Supreme Court of the United States later ruled in Zucht v. King (1922) that a school 

system has the constitutional authority to refuse admission to a student who fails to receive required 

vaccinations;10 

Whereas, the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals heard Klaassen v. Indiana University (2021) and denied 

their appeal on the grounds that the aforementioned cases show that vaccine mandates are Constitutional;11 

5 https://www.webmd.com/lung/news/20210716/delta-variant-rising-covid-case-counts-every-state 
6 https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-demographic 
7 https://www.chronicle.com/blogs/live-coronavirus-updates/heres-a-list-of-colleges-that-will-require-students-to-be-vaccinated-
against-covid-19 
8 https://www.unr.edu/admissions/undergraduate/freshman/immunizations 
9 https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/197/11 
www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/197/11. 

10 www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/260/174. 
11 https://media.ca7.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/rssExec.pl?Submit=Display&Path=Y2021/D08-02/C:21-
2326:J:Easterbrook:aut:T:op:N:2741753:S:0 

https://www.webmd.com/lung/news/20210716/delta-variant-rising-covid-case-counts-every-state
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-demographic
https://www.chronicle.com/blogs/live-coronavirus-updates/heres-a-list-of-colleges-that-will-require-students-to-be-vaccinated-against-covid-19
https://www.chronicle.com/blogs/live-coronavirus-updates/heres-a-list-of-colleges-that-will-require-students-to-be-vaccinated-against-covid-19
https://www.unr.edu/admissions/undergraduate/freshman/immunizations
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/197/11
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/197/11
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/260/174
https://media.ca7.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/rssExec.pl?Submit=Display&Path=Y2021/D08-02/C:21-2326:J:Easterbrook:aut:T:op:N:2741753:S:0
https://media.ca7.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/rssExec.pl?Submit=Display&Path=Y2021/D08-02/C:21-2326:J:Easterbrook:aut:T:op:N:2741753:S:0


  

  

 

     

  

  

             

       

         

      

    

            

          

        

 

            

       

      

        

 

        

        

       

   

    

 

Whereas, Chancellor Rose issued a statement on May 6, 2021, indicating that NSHE was planning for 

mandatory vaccinations and that “NSHE is asking all students and their families to be prepared for this 

possibility;” 

Whereas, on August 20th the Nevada State Board of Health unanimously approved amendments to 

Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 441A.755, which states that all students must be fully vaccinated by 

November 1, in order to enroll for spring classes; 

Be it resolved that, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada strongly support the Emergency 

Regulation Amendment of Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 441A.755, relating to university, community 

college and state college students providing proof of immunity to certain communicable diseases, including 

COVID-19. We further support the continued implementation by NSHE and its institutions of prudent 

measures to counteract the spread of  COVID-19 and all its variants; 

Be it further resolved that, the Senate of the Associated Students of the University of  Nevada directs the 

ASUN Department of Campus Wellness to pursue policy, programming, and resources in full compliance 

with the Amendment of  Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 441A.755, with the goal of promoting a fully 

vaccinated campus community; 

Be it further resolved that, this legislation be sent to the following individuals: Jiego Lim, Director of 

Campus Wellness; Keegan Murphy, Vice President of the Associated Students; Austin Brown, President of 

the Associated Students; Brian Sandoval, President of the University of Nevada, Reno; Melody Rose, NSHE 

Chancellor; Members of the Board of Regents- Cathy Mcadoo, Chair; Dr. Patrick P. Carter, Vice Chair; 

Joseph C. Arrascada; Patrick J. Boylan; Byron Brooks; Amy J. Carvalho; Carol Del Carlo; Mark W. Doubrava; 

Jason Geddes; Donald S. McMichael Sr.; John T. Moran; Laura E. Perkins; Dr. Lois Tarkanian; Members of 

the Nevada State Board of Health- Jon Pennell, DVM, Chairman, Representing Veterinary Medicine; Jeffrey 

Murawsky, M.D., Vice Chair, Representing Doctor of Medicine; Trudy Larson, M.D., Board Member, 

Representing Doctor of Medicine; Monica Ponce', DDS, Board Member, Representing Dental Surgery; 

Judith Bittner, Board Member, Representing Nursing; Charles Smith, Board Member, Representing the 

general public. 



 

 

      

 

 

 

 
    

 

 
      

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Adopted in Senate on September 8th, 2021 

Attest: 

Hope Cronan, Senate Secretary 

Jake Schein, Speaker of the Senate 


