
Committee on Government Operations
Senate of  the Associated Students 89th Session

Agenda for Monday, November 15, 2021 at 5:30 p.m.
Zoom Meeting: Email Yesenia Pelayo at senatorpelayo@asun.unr.edu for more information

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (INFORMATION ONLY)
Action may not be taken on the matters considered during this period until specifically included
on an agenda as an action item. Public comment may be limited to three minutes per person at
the discretion of  the chair. Public comment may be taken on each action item.

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES (POSSIBLE ACTION)
There are no minutes to be considered at this time.

5. OLD BUSINESS (POSSIBLE ACTION)
There is no old business to be discussed at this time.

6. NEW BUSINESS (POSSIBLE ACTION).
a) S.B. 89 A Binding Resolution to Amend the Senate Rules to Define Quorum

The committee will consider favorably recommending this legislation.

b) Senator Reports
Senators will report on what they have been working on per their duties.

7. PUBLIC COMMENT (INFORMATION ONLY)
Action may not be taken on the matters considered during this period until specifically included
on an agenda as an action item. Public comment may be limited to three minutes per person at
the discretion of  the chair. Public comment may be taken on each action item.

8. ADJOURNMENT

Posted at the ASUN Offices in the Joe Crowley Student Union, Frandsen Humanities Building, the
Pennington Student Achievement Center, IGT Knowledge Center, and online at
www.nevadaasun.com
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9. NOTES.
Agenda items may be considered out of  order at the discretion of  the chair. ASUN supports
providing equal access to all programs for people with disabilities. Reasonable efforts will be
made to assist and accommodate physically handicapped persons  desiring to attend the
meeting. Please call Senator Pelayo at (702) 513-4113 in advance so that arrangements may be
conveniently made. Requests for supporting material for an agenda item should be directed to
the Archives of  the Associated Students. All other inquiries should be directed to Senator
Pelayo.
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89th SESSION

2020-2021

S. B. 89 –

A Binding Resolution to Amend the Senate Rules
to Define quorum

_______________________________

In the Senate of  the Associated Students

_______________________________

September 10th, 2021

Submitted by Senator Fitzpatrick and Parliamentarian Guevin to the

Committee on Government Operations

_______________________________

A Binding Resolution To Amend the Senate Rules to Define Quorum

Whereas, according to Robert’s Rules of  Order, quorumis defined as the minimum number of  voting members
who must be present at a properly called meeting in order to conduct business in the name of  the group[1];

Whereas, parliamentary law considers the minimum number of  voting members needed to constitute quorum to
be a simple majority of  the entire voting membership of  the body[2];

Whereas, a simple majority can be defined as more than half  of  the voting members of  a body[3];

Whereas, this simple majority can include the chair of  a body, as chairs do vote in special instances;
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Whereas, Nevada Open Meeting Law requires recognized public bodies to achieve quorum to hold official public
meetings in the state;

Whereas, The Associated Students of  the Universityof  Nevada is a recognized public body in the state and must
follow Nevada Open Meeting Law;

Whereas, the requirement of  quorum by Nevada OpenMeeting Law is formalized in the Statutes of  the
Associated Students, where quorum is needed in all public meetings held by the Associated Students of  the University
of  Nevada;

Whereas, despite this, both the Statutes of  the AssociatedStudents and the Senate Rules do not define what
exactly constitutes quorum;

Whereas, this has raised issues of  how many votingmembers are needed to meet quorum in public bodies of  less
than ten voting members overall;

Whereas, the Senate Rules state that “Each committee shall be composed of  at least five but not to exceed nine
members unless prescribed elsewhere in these Rules for the committees.”;

Whereas, in Senate Committees consisting of  an oddnumber of  voting members, the amount of  voting members
needed for quorum in public meetings is unclear;

Whereas, this is because a simple majority under parliamentary law would technically be 5.5, which is impossible;

Whereas, for example, the Standing Committee on Democratic Civic Engagement has nine voting members, in
which quorum could arguably be defined as either five or six members;

Whereas, this has caused confusion regarding the legality of  certain public meetings in the Association;

Whereas, Nevada Open Meeting Law and Roberts Rules of  Order both state that without the possibility of
quorum being met for a public meeting, the only business that may be considered in that meeting is adjournment;

Whereas, there is no clear precedent in Robert’s Rules of  Order or Nevada Open Meeting Law regarding how to
address this dilemma;

Whereas, this gives the Association leeway in how quorum will be defined in the Statutes of  the Associated Students;

Whereas, quorum can be defined as a simple majority where a public body has the capability to round down the
necessary amount of  voting members by 0.5 persons only if  that public body is odd numbered and consists of  less
than ten members;

Whereas, for example, this would allow a committee of  nine members to reach quorum with five voting members of
the body in attendance rather than six,

Whereas, this would allow for convenience and efficiency in running critical public and committee meetings for
chairs, members, and those in attendance for public comment;

Whereas, this would not apply to public bodies with an even amount of  voting members, since a simple majority
can be reached without regard to the dilemma of  half  persons;

Whereas, for example, if  a public body consists of6 voting members, quorum can be met with 4 voting members
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present;

Be it Enacted by the Senate of  the Associated Students,the Statutes of  the Associated Students be revised to reflect the

following Addendum starting for the 89
th

Session.

Rule II: MEMBERSHIP OF THE SENATE

a) QUALIFICATIONS OF SENATORS A member of  the Association shall be considered a qualified
Senator-elect upon receipt by the Secretary a certification of  his, her, or their election to the Senate from the proper
official, or a qualified Senator- designate upon the approval by the Senate. Before such a qualified Senator elect or
Senator-designate may assume office, he, she, or they shall be administered the oath of  office by the Speaker as
required by law.

b) RESIGNATIONS Any Senator may resign his, her, or their seat by submitting in writing a letter of
resignation, signed and dated, announcing the same. The Speaker shall cause the resignation to be placed on the
agenda of  the next possible Senate meeting, where the resignation shall be read and shall be considered.

c) APPOINTMENT TO FILL VACANT SEATS Whenever a vacancy exists in the Senate, the Speaker shall
enable qualified members of  the Association to petition for appointment to the seat. The Speaker shall, at a
minimum, cause an advertisement to be placed in the Nevada Sagebrush to solicit applicants for a vacant seat. Such
an advertisement shall run for two consecutive weeks, and can include online platforms. If  no qualified petitions are
received, the Speaker shall report this fact to the Senate.

d) DOCUMENTING ATTENDANCE The Secretary will report the attendance of  individual Senators during
his, her, or their report to the Committee on Oversight. The Committee on Oversight shall submit a report of
attendance to the Nevada Sagebrush as well as the Legislative Clerk upon the conclusion of  every meeting. Failure to
report at any point in the escalation described will result in points detailed under Rule II, (f), 4, (i-ix).

e) QUORUM

1) If, at any time during a meeting of  the Senate, a question shall be raised by any Senator as to the presence of  a
quorum, the Speaker shall forthwith direct the Secretary to call the roll and shall announce the result, and these
proceedings shall be without debate.

2) Whenever upon such roll call it shall be ascertained that a quorum is not present, a majority of  the Senators
present may direct the Speaker of  the Senate to request the attendance of  the absent Senators, an order which shall be
determined without debate; and pending its execution, and until a quorum shall be present, no debate nor motion,
except to adjourn, to recess, or to take other measures to obtain quorum, shall be in order.

3) In order for a quorum to be met there must be half of  the voting members plus one (the chair and vice-chair are
considered voting members). In any case where there are an odd number of  voting members present quorum can be
met with a simple majority.

Ex: If  there are nine voting members, 5 voting members must be present to have a quorum.
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[1]. https://robertsrules.com/

[2] https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-241.html

[3] https://ag.nv.gov/About/Governmental_Affairs/OML/
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