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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Ngo called the Committee on Democratic Civic Engagement to order on Monday, 
November 22nd, 2021, at 9:20 a.m. via the Presidents Conference Room, 3rd Floor of the Joe 
Crowley Student Union. Presiding Secretary, Wyatt Layland. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Present: Senators Ngo, Bowling, Guevin, Jojan, Noble, Ribeiro, and Rowe. 

 
Tardy Excused: Senator McNaught. 

 
A quorum was present. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at the time. 
 

4. MINUTES 
• Motion from Senator Noble: Motion to approve the minutes from November 15th, 2021, 

through unanimous consent. 
 

• Question from Senator Ngo: Asked if there was any dissent to the motion. There was 
no dissent at the time. 

 
• Resolved: Motion carried. 

 
5. REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

a. Director of Legislative Affairs, Robert Resnik 
• Director Resnik, along with Assistant Director Martinez, reported on his department’s 

plans for DC Student Action Day. He also discussed plans for a UNRPD-centered 
public forum event as well as his department’s proposals to amend the Statutes of the 
Associated Students (SAS). 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business at the time 
 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Student Housing Concerns 

• Director Resnik discussed the Special Committee’s upcoming plans, which included 
working with representatives of Yelp-inspired residential website Campus Pads as well 
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as meeting with Dean Leilani Kupo. Senator Guevin asked if the Special Committee 
has received any correspondence from the Park Place organizers, and Director Resnik 
answered no. 

 
Senator McNaught entered the meeting at 9:24 a.m. 

 
• Senator Ngo stated that Reno Artown was working on an article regarding the Park 

Place situation and appealed to committee members to submit testimony to the 
organization, either personally or on residents’ behalf.  

 
• Senator Jojan acknowledged that the two-week deadline for the Park Place organizers 

to respond to the memo had passed, which prompted him to ask Director Resnik 
about the Special Committee’s next steps. Director Resnik then discussed paths to 
litigation, stating that the Special Committee planned to meet with ASUN’s legal 
services. 

 
• Senator Noble spoke in support for increased university oversight over student 

housing. They discussed UNR’s “soft power” and shared ideas for how the university 
can reduce private developers’ influence, including the administration buying land near 
campus that would otherwise be used by such companies. 

 
Senator Ribeiro left the meeting at 9:33 a.m.  

 
• Senator Noble asked if litigation would increase the university’s soft power, and 

Director Resnik rebuked by stating that such action would fall under hard power. 
Senator McNaught expressed concern over the timeline for such a process, but 
Director Resnik assured the committee that the very thought of ASUN taking legal 
action would motivate the Park Place organizers to make amends. 

 
b. Community Outreach 

• Senator Ngo forwarded Senator Noble’s list of contacts to committee members. 
Senator Noble delivered an overview of the list, which consisted mostly of off-campus 
individuals and organizations. Senator Bowling offered her contact from NNIC. 

 
Senator Ribeiro entered the meeting at 9:36 a.m. 

 
• Senator Guevin asked if the committee would experience success in inviting figures 

from the offices of Nevadan politicians running for US Senate, and Senator Noble 
answered affirmatively due to the university representing a key demographic in a swing 
county in Nevada. Senator Ngo aired her thoughts about the partisan aspect of the 
proposal, and Senator Noble conceded that reaching out to both sides of the political 
spectrum would be fair and that appropriate measures can be taken if one side acts too 
brashly upon coming to campus. 

 
• Senator Jojan proposed reaching out to these figures to discuss local policy proposals; 

Senator Noble disagreed, stating that the committee should establish goodwill with 
these contacts before lobbying them over policy. Senator Rowe disagreed with Senator 
Noble and stated that, echoing his words about UNR representing a key demographic 
in the upcoming election, candidates will take the committee seriously enough to listen 
to their proposals. Senator Noble stated that the Department of Legislative Affairs 
should cover outreach on that front, and Senators Rowe, Ngo, and Jojan agreed. 



Committee on Democratic Civic Engagement 
Monday, November 22nd at 9:00 a.m. 
Page 3 

 
• Senator Ribeiro stated that political candidates should reach out to the university and 

ask to visit campus, and not the other way around. Senator Noble stated that some 
contacts on the list did reach out first and that it would be important to give every 
candidate an equal opportunity to visit campus. 

 
• Senator Ngo directed Senator McNaught to reach out to Adam Laxalt’s team before 

stating Associate Director Amy Koeckes’ plan to attend a committee meeting in the 
coming week. 

 
Senators Bowling and Jojan left the meeting at 9:50 a.m. 

 
• Senator Noble delivered overviews of each contact and assigned liaison positions. 

 
c. Liaison Reports 

• Liaison reports were not delivered at the time. 
 

• Senator Ribeiro volunteered to liaison for Coordinator Becca Franssen, and Senator 
Guevin (Coordinator Franssen’s current and only senate liaison) agreed. 

 
8. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• ASUN College of Liberal Arts Senator, Olivia Ngo. 
• Senator Ngo delivered a rundown on the remainder of committee meetings for the 

semester. 
 

9. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at the time. 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

Senator Ngo adjourned the meeting at 10:02 a.m. via the Presidents Conference Room, 3rd 
Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. 


