
Committee on Democratic Civic 
Engagement 

Senate of the Associated Students 89th Session  
Minutes for Monday, November 15th, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.  

ASUN President’s Conference Room & Zoom Meeting (Email Olivia Ngo at 
senatorngo@asun.unr.edu for more information) 

 
Posted online at  
www.nevadaasun.com.  
 
If you would like a copy of any of the agenda items listed, please contact 
Senator Ngo at senatorngo@asun.unr.edu 

 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator McNaught called the Committee on Democratic Civic Engagement to order on 
Monday, November 15th, 2021, at 9:06 a.m. via the Presidents Conference Room, 3rd Floor Joe 
Crowley Student Union and via Zoom Conference Call. Presiding Secretary, Wyatt Layland. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Present: Senators Ngo, McNaught, Bowling, Guevin, Jojan, Noble, and Ribeiro. 

 
Absence Excused: Senator Rowe. 

 
A quorum was present. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

• ASUN College of Public Health Senator, Emma Bergren 
• Senator Bergren reported on the Special Committee on External Housing. She stated 

that the committee sent a memo to Park Place organizers listing their concerns and 
were awaiting a response. She concluded her report stating that the committee plans on 
meeting with Troy Miller and formulating a public response. 

 
4. MINUTES 

• Motion from Senator Ribeiro: Motion to approve the minutes from November 1st, 2021, 
through unanimous consent. 

 
• Question from Senator McNaught: Asked if there was any dissent to the motion. 

There was no dissent at the time. 
 

• Resolved: Motion carried. 
 

5. REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 
a. Director of Legislative Affairs, Robert Resnik 

• Director Resnik reported on the final Coffee with Counselors event and thanked 
committee members for their involvement. He then outlined his department’s work 
planning the Elect All the People event and the police reform public forum event. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business at the time 
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7. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Veterans Luncheon Reflection 

• Senator Ngo commended the committee for the event and stated that their planning 
skills had improved immensely since the beginning of the semester, though they could 
have done a better job figuring out the budget early in the process. Senators McNaught 
and Ribeiro agreed that documents regarding Veteran’s Day Luncheon event should be 
organized for the Legacy Box. 

 
• Senator McNaught spoke briefly in favor of the vendor choice, while Senator Ribeiro 

commended the one-on-one interactions. Senator McNaught also commended Senator 
Noble’s speech during the event. Senator Ribeiro recommended multiple speeches in 
future iterations of the event, and Senator McNaught agreed. 

 
• Senator Noble recommended featuring more activities during iterations of the event, 

and Senator McNaught stated that networking is an area that could be capitalized upon. 
Senator Ribeiro suggested changing the approach to the banner and recruiting the 
Multicultural Center. 

 
• Senator Ngo reported on the Veterans Luncheon video project. She stated that the 

footage had been collected and that the video would be disseminated in the upcoming 
week. 

 
b. Student Housing Concerns 

• Senator Ngo echoed Senator Bergren and Director Resnik’s updates. 
 

• Senator Jojan reported on his meeting with Troy Miller, an organizer of Park Place. He 
shared the organizer’s thoughts before stating that he believed their conduct as a 
private company was illegal. Senator Jojan concluded that he planned on collaborating 
with the campus real estate office on affordable housing projects in the future. 

 
• Senator McNaught stated that the committee’s concerns should be well documented 

and that outreach should be conducted via the rent assistance program. Senator Jojan 
recognized that equitable housing is not being met and that compensation may be 
demanded from the residents. 

 
• Senators McNaught and Ngo discussed P.R. approaches and aired further grievances 

surrounding the Park Place situation. 
 

c. Community Outreach 
• Senator Noble overviewed outreach opportunities for the committee. He discussed 

several community-based projects, including: starting an ACLU club on-campus, 
challenging parking and traffic laws that disproportionately impact students, and 
pursuing Washoe County School Board-focused advocacy.  

 
• Senator Ribeiro spoke in support of school board-focused advocacies, and Senator 

Noble briefly elaborated on the idea. Senator Ribeiro furthered that there should be 
recurring reports on the Washoe County School District and the issues they face. 

 
• Senator Jojan spoke in favor of reforming parking laws, citing their impact on 

enrollment and student wellbeing. He also expressed caution over involvement in the 
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school board due to their status as university students. 
 

• Senator Ngo directed Senator Noble to compile a list of contacts for outreach. 
 

8. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• ASUN College of Liberal Arts Senator, Olivia Ngo. 

• Senator Ngo proposed that the committee hang out and do something fun, and the 
committee enthusiastically agreed. 

 
• ASUN College of Liberal Arts Senator, Nathan Noble. 

• Senator Noble reminded the committee to fill out the survey for the “Get Baked with 
Senate” bake sale. 

 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at the time. 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
Senator McNaught adjourned the meeting at 9:53 a.m. via the Presidents Conference Room, 3rd 
Floor Joe Crowley Student Union and via Zoom Conference Call. 


