
Committee on Democratic Civic 
Engagement 

Senate of the Associated Students 89th Session  
Minutes for Monday, October 11th, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.  

ASUN President’s Conference Room & Zoom Meeting (Email Olivia Ngo at 
senatorngo@asun.unr.edu for more information) 

 
Posted online at  
www.nevadaasun.com.  
 
If you would like a copy of any of the agenda items listed, please contact 
Senator Ngo at senatorngo@asun.unr.edu 

 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Ngo called the Committee on Democratic Civic Engagement to order on Monday, 
October 11th, 2021, at 9:05 a.m. via the Presidents Conference Room, 3rd Floor Joe Crowley 
Student Union and via Zoom Conference Call. Presiding Secretary, Wyatt Layland. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Present: Senators Ngo, McNaught, Bowling, Guevin, Jojan, Noble, Ribeiro, and Rowe. 

 
A quorum was present. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at the time 
 

4. MINUTES 
There were no minutes approved at the time. 

 
5. REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

a. Director of Legislative Affairs, Robert Resnik 
• Director Resnik extended an invite to senators to attend Coffee with Counselors the 

following week. He also reported on his meeting with Assemblywoman Natha 
Anderson as well as his plans to meet with Assemblywoman Jill Tolles later in the 
week. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Veterans Luncheon 
• Senator Guevin delivered a status update on catering. He stated that Habit Burger had 

not reached out to him, which led Senator Ribeiro to note that the restaurant does not 
offer catering. With that in mind, Senator Noble urged Panda Express as a vendor. 
Senator Ngo directed Senator Ribeiro to share the catering form with the rest of the 
committee to submit after the meeting. 

 
• Senator McNaught stated that he will plan an SEAB meeting once the catering 

information is finalized. 
 

• Senators Guevin and Jojan agreed with Senator Ngo that the committee should buy as 
much food as possible due to high student engagement this year. 
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7. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Legislative Theater 

• Senator Ngo delivered an overview of Theater of the Oppressed and shared a timeline 
for the lead up to the event. She shared the weekly planning meeting schedule and 
welcomed senators to attend. 

 
• Question from Senator Guevin: Asked if the play’s script be fictionalized or based on 

a true story. 
 

• Response from Senator Ngo: Stated that it is important that the plays are written 
and performed by those who have experienced 

 
• Senator Ngo shared the two proposed topic areas for Theater of the Oppressed: 

Qualified immunity and interagency agreements. Senators Guevin, Jojan, and Rowe 
voiced their support for dramatizing qualified immunity, due to the topic’s recognition, 
reach, and legislative history.  

 
• Senator Noble expressed concerns about choosing qualified immunity due to its 

divisive and multi-faceted nature, while Senator Rowe proposed inviting law 
enforcement officials to the production to help guide the post-performance discussion. 
Senators Jojan and Noble disagreed with inviting police officers as their presence might 
stifle discourse and possibly trigger victims’ trauma. Senator Rowe then clarified her 
statement to exclude active police officers and include former officers and “cops-
turned-legislators.” 

 
• Senator Ribeiro advocated working with former police officers and active UNR Police 

Department officers to engineer solutions for qualified immunity abuse. 
 

• Senator Noble supported choosing interagency agreements as the topic because of how 
“untapped” it is in the realm of public policy discourse, though Senator McNaught 
disagreed and stated that qualified immunity has a much more immediate impact on 
underrepresented students and thus should be addressed first.  

 
Senator McNaught left the meeting at 9:37 a.m. 

 
• Senator Guevin expressed his support in facilitating more discussion around qualified 

immunity, which led Senator Bowling to observe that, though the post-performance 
discussion may be polarizing, the community input will be valuable to some extent. 

 
Senator McNaught entered the meeting at 9:41 a.m. 

 
8. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at the time. 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
Senator Ngo adjourned the meeting at 9:45 a.m. via the Presidents Conference Room, 3rd Floor 
Joe Crowley Student Union and via Zoom Conference Call. 


