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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Kidd called the Committee on Academics and Student Affairs to order on Wednesday, 
September 29th, 2021, at 8:08 a.m. via the ASUN Presidents Conference Room, 3rd Floor of the 
Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding Secretary, Wyatt Layland. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Present: Senators Kidd, Thompson, Bergren, Golish, Howell, McNaught, Nithyanandan, 
Rountree. 

 
Absent Excused: Senator Shamim. 

 
A quorum was present. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

a. Vice President of Student Services, Shannon Ellis 
• VP of Student Services Ellis delivered a presentation regarding the upcoming 

publication of her department’s yearly report and shared the report from the previous 
year with the committee.  She explained the contents of the report and how the 
publication of these materials holds Student Services accountable. 

 
• Question from Senator Kidd: Asked if there was a digital version of the report. 

 
• Response from VP of Student Services Ellis: Replied yes. 

 
• Question from Senator McNaught: Asked what the committee can specifically 

do to help Student Services, including ideas for legislation. 
 

• Response from VP of Student Services Ellis: Stated that the committee 
should continue to promote Vax the Pack as well as other initiatives that 
support the health and inclusion of all students. 

 
• Question from Senator McNaught: Asked about the likelihood of UNR starting 

a law school in the near future. 
 

• Response from VP of Student Services Ellis: Stated that there are no plans 
right now, but that the university could establish one down the road.  She 
recommended that Senator McNaught attend an upcoming President and 
Provost Strategic Planning open forum to discuss the idea. 
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4. MINUTES 
There were no minutes approved at the time. 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Liaison Position Reports 
i. Senator Bergren - VP of Student Services, Residence Hall Association 

• Senator Bergren reported on her meeting alongside Senator Rountree with RHA 
and discussed their exchange regarding the recent opening of Park Place.  She also 
discussed ADA access at older buildings and noted how the association had set 
aside a budget for implementing accessibility access.  She concluded her report by 
discussing her plans to meet with VP of Student Services, Shannon Ellis. 

 
ii. Senator Golish - Nevada Career Studios, Academic Advising and Tutoring Centers 

• Senator Golish reported on his meeting with the Director of Nevada Career Studios, 
who expressed a desire for increased visibility among students on campus.  He 
closed his report by discussing his plans to meet with the Director of Advising and 
with the Director of Tutoring. 

 
iii. Senator Howell - AVP Student Life Services, NSURJ 

• Senator Howell reported on his cancelled meeting with AVP Student Life Services 
while nothing that Senator McNaught had the opportunity to speak with a 
representative from the office.  Further, he discussed his and Senator Thompson’s 
struggle to receive a response from NSURJ and stated that they will attempt to plan 
a meeting for a later time. 

 
iv. Senator Kidd - VP of Student Services, Faculty Senate 

• Senator Kidd reported on miscommunications that occurred during the Faculty 
Senate meeting and stated her and Senator McNaught’s intent to attend a future 
meeting where they can be properly introduced. As for VP of Student Services, 
Senator Kidd stated that the meeting was planned and would take place soon. 

 
v. Senator McNaught - AVP Student Life Services, Faculty Senate, Office of the Provost 

• Senator McNaught reported on his meeting with the AVP Student Life Services and 
discussed legislation for implementing ADA access around campus.  He also 
discussed his frustrations around contacting the Office of the Provost and stated 
that he and Senator Shamim will instead drop in on the provost sans a scheduled 
meeting time. 

 
• Comment from Senator Kidd: Recommended that Senator McNaught 

investigate the locker rooms at the gym for his ADA legislation. 
 

vi. Senator Nithyanandan - Office of Admissions and Records, University Libraries 
• Senator Nithyanandan reported on her meeting alongside Senator Roundtree with a 

representative from the Office of Admissions and Records, who expressed concerns 
about COVID-19 vaccination outreach on campus.  She also reported on her 
meeting alongside Senator Thompson with a representative from University 
Libraries, where they mainly discussed access to free academic resources online. 

 
vii. Senator Rountree - Residence Hall Association, Nevada Career Studios, Office of 

Admissions and Records  
• Senator Rountree reiterated on respective updates from Senators Bergren, Golish, 
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and Nithyanandan about RHA, Nevada Career Studios, and the Office of 
Admissions and Records. 

 
viii. Senator Shamim - Academic Advising and Tutoring Centers, Office of the Provost 

• Senator Kidd delivered a written statement from Senator Shamim that discussed his 
planned drop-in with Office of the Provost alongside Senator McNaught as well as 
his planned meetings alongside Senator Golish with representatives from the 
Academic Advising and Tutoring Center. 

 
ix. Senator Thompson - University Libraries, VP of Student Services, NSURJ  

• Senator Thompson echoed respective reports from Senators Nithyanandan, 
Bergren, and Howell about University Libraries, VP of Student Services, and 
NSURJ. He noted that Dean Caldwell wanted ASUN as well as clubs and 
organizations around campus to schedule more events at the libraries, which had 
become a decreasingly popular location for events since the beginning of the 
pandemic.  He closed his report by discussing a variety of concerns expressed by 
Dean Caldwell and appealed to senators to share ideas for the libraries with him. 

 
• Question from Senator Bergren: Asked if ASUN used to pay for paper used 

in the printers at the libraries.  
 

• Response from Senator Thompson: Stated that Dean Caldwell talked 
about how other universities’ student governments would fund printer 
paper, but not UNR’s. 

 
• Comment from Senator Kidd: Reminded senators to meet frequently with 

representatives from their respective liaison positions. 
 

• Question from Senator Thompson: Asked if holding monthly meetings 
would be acceptable due to the limited availability of their representatives. 

 
• Response from Senator Kidd: Answered yes. 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Vax the Pack 
• Senator Kidd overviewed the Vax the Pack program and outlined the lottery prizes.  

She urged senators to “spread the word” about the program and opened the floor for 
discussion about how to promote it. 

 
• Question from Senator McNaught: Asked if there is an infographic or other 

promotional materials that senators could post on their social media. 
 

• Response from Senator Kidd: Stated that there is no such infographic at the 
time. 

 
• Comment from Senator Thompson: Stated that, considering the approaching 

deadline of the lottery, the only effective medium is social media; Senators Kidd and 
McNaught concurred. 

 
• Comment from Senator Kidd: Recommended that senators tell students in their 
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classes about Vax the Pack via GroupMe or via speaking in front of the class. 
 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at the time. 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

Senator Kidd adjourned the meeting at 8:51 a.m. via the ASUN Presidents Conference Room, 
3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. 


