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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Pelayo called the Committee on Government Operations to order on Monday, 
September 20th, 2021, at 5:35 p.m. via the Presidents Conference Room, 3rd Floor of the Joe 
Crowley Student Union and via Zoom Conference Call. Presiding Secretary, Anissa Delsi. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Present: Senators Pelayo, Luers, Fitzpatrick, Kidd, Pilks, and Ramirez. 
 
Absent Excused: Senator Wise. 

 
A quorum was present. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at the time. 
 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
No minutes were approved at the time. 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business discussed at the time. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
a. S.B. 89 – An Act to Amend the Statutes of the Associated Students for the Inclusion 

of New Secretarial Duties 
• Motion from Senator Luers: Motion to favorably recommend S.B. 89 – An Act to 

Amend the Statutes of the Associated Students for the Inclusion of New Secretarial 
Duties. 
Seconded by: Senator Kidd. 

 
• Speaker Schein delivered a presentation in support of the legislation, which aimed to 

improve cohesion in the office and establish the position of Senior Secretary. 
 

• Senator Luers spoke in favor of the legislation and asked if the Senior Secretary would 
receive any benefits not given to normal secretaries. Speaker Schein clarified that the 
new position would not come with a pay raise and that the primary difference is 
procedural (if the Senate Secretary cannot attend to their duties, the Senior Secretary 
would temporarily fill their role). 

 
• Senator Pelayo asked how the Office of the Secretary would go about selecting the 

Senior Secretary. He replied that the process would be up to the discretion of the 
Senate Secretary. 
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• Senator Kidd recommended revising the legislation to clarify the Senate Secretary’s role 

in selecting the Senior Secretary. She also asked if the position would be normally filled 
by an existing secretary or by a new hire; Senator Ramirez argued that either scenario 
would be permissible, and Speaker Schein and Senator Luers agreed. 

 
• Motion from Senator Luers: Motion to amend Addendum A, Section 10a of the 

legislation to reflect the following language: “The Senior Secretary shall be hired or 
promoted by the Speaker of the Senate with input from the Secretary of the Senate and 
the professional staff.” 
Seconded by: Senator Kidd. 

 
• Senators Pilks and Ramirez briefly spoke in favor of the amendment, which they agreed 

substantially clarified the selection process. 
 

• Vote: 5 in favor, 0 against, 0 abstained. 
 

• Resolved: Motion carried. 
 

Discussion was moved back to the main motion. 
 

• Vote: 5 in favor, 0 against, 0 abstained. 
 

• Resolved: Motion carried. 
 

b. Discussion on Quorum 
• Senator Luers acknowledged that there are no clear guidelines for quorum in ASUN’s 

governing documents, and that current interpretations of quorum under Robert’s Rules 
of Order vary significantly (simple majority, half of voting body plus one, etc.). He 
recommended consulting the Senate Parliamentarian to determine a formula for 
quorum using the text of both Robert’s Rules and Nevada Open Meeting Law. 

 
• Senator Pelayo stated that the half of voting body plus one interpretation is not based 

in Robert’s Rules of Order.  
 

• Senator Luers recommended that the definition of quorum be based on voting 
members and not on the overall meeting body. 

 
• Senator Kidd stated that the popular interpretation is majority of overall meeting body, 

rounded down in the instance of an odd number of meeting members. No senators 
were able to determine the source of this interpretation, though they speculated it 
derived from the Nevada Open Meeting Law text. 

 
• Senator Pelayo relayed Senator Ngo’s inquiry about imposing a time limit for reaching 

quorum after the committee’s scheduled meeting time. Senator Luers stated that 
NOML requires that the meeting start no less than 15 minutes following its scheduled 
meeting time. She also shared Senator Ngo’s concern about penalties being inflicted 
upon a chair for their meeting not reaching quorum; Speaker Schein stated that, per the 
Senate Rules, should the chair fail to hold meetings for longer than a two-week period 
the chair may receive points. Senator Kidd stated that she has attended meetings that 
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did not meet quorum yet still took place on the condition that no voting matters take 
place; this led her to speak out against assigning points due to quorum-related issues, 
and Senator Ramirez agreed. Senator Luers clarified that meetings may take place 
without quorum insofar as the meeting body neither discusses nor take any action on 
voting matters. Speaker Schein stated that committee chairs ought to be responsible for 
guaranteeing that their meetings reach quorum and for forcing out members that 
consistently refuse to attend meetings. 

 
• Senator Pelayo acknowledged that Parliamentarian Guevin was invited to participate in 

the ongoing discussion but was unable to attend the meeting. She stated that he would 
be working on the legislation establishing quorum guidelines and that committee 
members would be working closely with him. Senator Pelayo additionally stated that 
they would be working with Attorney General Sarsangi during this process. 

 
• Senator Fitzpatrick volunteered to partner with Parliamentarian Guevin to write the 

legislation and represent it in committee and elsewhere. 
 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 
• ASUN Committee Secretary, Anissa Delsi. 

• Secretary Delsi thanked the committee for favorably recommending the New 
Secretarial Duties legislation. 

 
• Center for Student Engagement Associate Director, Aja Butler. 

• Associate Director Butler recommended including the chair in the quorum formula. 
She also directed the committee to refer to the Nevada Open Meeting Law handbook 
for clear guidelines regarding quorum. 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

Senator Pelayo adjourned the meeting at 6:13 p.m. via the Presidents Conference Room, 3rd 
Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union and via Zoom Conference Call. 


