
 

Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion   
Senate of the Associated Students 88th Session   

Minutes for Monday, February 8th, 2021, at 5:00 p.m.  
Zoom Meeting: email Vanessa Ribeiro at senatorribeiro@asun.unr.edu  

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Senator Ribeiro called the Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion to order on Monday, 
February 8, 2020 at 5:00 pm. Presiding secretary, Yesenia Pelayo. 

2. ROLL CALL 
Senators Ribeiro, Harvey, Keller, Priess, and Torres were present. 
 
Senator Abrams was tardy excused. 
 
A quorum was present. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT  
There was no public comment at this time. 
 

4. MINUTES  
There were no minutes to be approved at this time. 

5. REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION   
a. Miranda Bennetts 

Commissioner Bennetts said they will be having their first meeting. She said they are working on 
a Black scholars banquet, movie screening, Proud To Be campaign, a game plan for addressing 
indeginous student advocacy, a collaboration with Every Voice on sexual assault awarness, a 
virtual drag bingo night, an informational cultural appropriation social media campaign, and an 
event where students create powerpoints to educate on. She is also following through on the 
election day initiative, the immigration and legal resources project, and tracking developments 
on student debt relief on the federal level. 

6. NEW BUSINESS  
a. S.R 88- A Resolution in Support of Women’s Week  

Senator Priess moved to favorably recommend S.R 88- A Resolution in Support of Women’s 
Week. 
Senator Torres seconded; the body moved into a discussion. 
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Intern Beltran introduced and explained the legislation. The legislation aims to create a women’s 
week. 

Senator Harvey said she liked the intent of the legislation, but she thought it was lengthy and 
some of the clauses didn’t relate to the goal. She asked why it was made into a resolution rather 
than a bill. She said they could make this something the Department of Diversity and Inclusion 
is responsible for if they made it into a bill. 

Senator Ramirez said it was on her for not suggesting a bill. She thought it was a good idea to 
incorporate it into their duties. 

Senator Casildo Rios said the reason it was in a resolution was because they wanted to leave it 
open for interpretation on how to run it.   

Senator Ribeiro asked if there were any amendments they wanted to make. 

Senator Ramirez asked if it was needed.  

Senator Harvey said she thought it was perfectly fine, but it just means the department doesn’t 
have to implement this. If it was something they wanted to incorporate into their duties, it 
would have to be a separate piece of legislation written as a bill. 

Senator Torres agreed with Senator Harvey that this legislation would work better as a bill. She 
asked if they could amend it so this could be a collaboration between different departments. 

Senator Casildo Rios said that was a good idea.  

Senator Riberio said based on the overall feedback, maybe this legislation needs to be cut down 
to be more pertinent to what it wants to accomplish. She asked if they should let this legislation 
be redrafted then sent back to committee. 

Senator Torres said she loved the legislation, but recommended making it more condensed and 
adding an addendum to be more specific on how to accomplish this.  

Senator Keller said that a bill may not qualify for the intern project, so cutting it down and 
adding an addendum should be fine. 

Senator Riberio agreed and said they didn’t want this legislation to receive backlash at the table 
and wanted it to be the best it can be. 

Senator Harvey said it could be strengthened by cutting out clauses that don’t reference women 
at all. 

Senator Ribeiro agreed and recommended focusing on the deterrents women are facing from 
reaching representation and having these conversations. 
 
The body moved into a vote to favorably recommend S.R 88- A Resolution in Support of 
Women’s Week. 
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Senator Abrams abstained due to technical issues. 
The legislation was not favorably recommended. 

b. Liaison Positions  
Senator Ribeiro asked if anyone wanted to pick up a position or drop a position. She went 
over which liaisons everyone currently had.  

7. PUBLIC COMMENT  
There was no public comment at this time.  
 

 8. ADJOURNMENT  
Senator Ribeiro adjourned the meeting at 5:28 pm. 


