
 

Committee on   
Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness 

Senate of the Associated Students 88th Session   
                                  Minutes for Thursday, November 19th, 2020 at 5:30pm   

  Zoom Meeting: Email Joshua Luers at senatorluers@asun.unr.edu   
_  

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Senator Luers called the committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness to order on Thursday, 
November 19, at 5:38 pm. Presiding Secretary, Yesenia Pelayo.   

2. ROLL CALL  
 Senators Luers, Chantiyanon, Keller, Kidd, Nugent, Stoddard, and Torres were present.  
 
Senator Ramirez was absent unexcused.  

3. PUBLIC COMMENT  
There was no public comment at this time.  

4. MINUTES   
There were no minutes to be heard at this time.   

5. OLD BUSINESS   
There was no old business at this time.   

6. NEW BUSINESS   
a. Committee Reports   

Senator Luers said he was going to put something regarding a comment made in senate last 
meeting on the agenda for next week. He told the committee members they could gather any 
information they want about homlesseness in Nevada or homeless students on campus. There are 
like 2,000 students that are homeless on campus. They’re in discussion about what they can do in 
terms of legislation or lobbying to the executive cabinet  to do something. 
 
Senator Stoddard said he talked to Title IX today, and they're hoping to bring more people on 
board considering there’s only 4 total investigators.  

b. Liaison Updates   
Senator Keller said she’s been trying to get in contact with some people, but they haven’t been 
responding. She’s going to try her best to keep sending them emails.  
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c. S. Res. 88 – A Resolution in Support of Creating a Student Fee to Enact EDPASS   
Senator Luers passed the gavel to Senator Torres. 
Senator Torres accepted.  
 
Senator Torres sought a motion to favorably recommend S. Res. 88- A Resolution in Support of 
Creating a Student Fee to Enact EDPASS.  
 
Senator Keller moved to to favorably recommend S. Res. 88- A Resolution in Support of Creating 
a Student Fee to Enact EDPASS.  
Senator Stoddard seconded.  
 
The committee moved into a discussion on the legislation.  
 
Senator Luers said he was asked to finish the legislation that was formerly the U-Pass legislation 
that was left over from last session. At the time there were about six senators working on it. 
EDPASS is a program for universities and higher education systems in which we would pay a 
student fee or a just a fee in general from the university or from NSHE. For that semester that 
students paid the fee, they would have access to free public transportation while they are a student 
at the university. RTC gave us a grant program so they funded the EDPASS program for two years. 
There were thousands of people that rode this transportation system for free. Hopefully someone 
from RTC will come in and present about EDPASS and the statistics that come with it for our 
university as well as TMCC. So far it’s been an overwhelming success even during COVID. The 
statistics show that even though COVID happened, for the first few months when we were in 
lockdown transportation lowered, but once the summer months came in numbers spiked back up. 
This would satisfy the requirements for students to travel within the city. It would compliment all 
the construction that has been going on down Virginia St. They’re going to create a fast track bus 
station. This is supposed to compliment that and give university students access to these brand new 
facilities.  
 
Senator Torres asked if there was any discussion or questions.  
 
Senator Keller said she thought this was a good idea. She asked if it’s a 4 dollar fee per credit or a 4 
dollar flat fee.  
 
Senator Luers said it was a 4 dollar flat fee per semester for every student. 
 
Senator Stoddard asked if the frequency of students using this transportation system decreased this 
semester. 
 
Senator Luers said to his knowledge no. There was no drop in attendance for this transportation 
system. When they come into senate, any statistical questions will also be answered there.  
 
Senator Kidd said she was pretty sure this was called U-Pass last year. She asked if there was a 
difference or if they just changed the name. 
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Senator Luers said EDPASS and U-Pass are exactly the same. There had been a miscommunication 
on what it was called. In its early stages it was called U-Pass, but once TMCC was also offered this 
rideshare program they turned it into EDPASS because TMCC is not a university.  
 
Senator Stoddard asked if regardless if the frequency of rides goes up or down, if there is any 
information on COVID precautions or has there been a drop in drivers. 
 
Senator Luers said he didn’t have any information regarding drivers. They only gather data from 
the ridership based on how many people swipe their card. They don’t have data of people using 
their own personal vehicles to come to campus. Once this becomes a fee and they’re able to market 
it to students, the ridership will go up and presumably once that goes up, personal vehicles 
traveling to campus will dampen.  
 
The committee moved into a vote to favorably recommend S. Res. 88- A Resolution in Support of 
Creating a Student Fee to Enact EDPASS.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Senator Torres passed the gavel to Senator Luers. 
Senator Luers accepted. 

d. S. Res. 88 – A Resolution in Support of the Development of a Student Advisory Board for 
Counseling Services   

Senator Luers sought a motion to favorably recommend S.Res. 88- A Resolution in Support of the 
Development of a Student Advisory Board for Counseling Services. 
 
Senator Keller moved to favorably recommend S.Res. 88- A Resolution in Support of the 
Development of a Student Advisory Board for Counseling Services. 
Senator Kidd seconded. 
 
The committee moved into a presentation of the legislation from the authors. 
 
Senator Torres said they were basically establishing support for the counseling services advisory 
board that will be happening no matter what. They just wanted to know that students support that 
a counseling services advisory board would be needed. The people sitting on the board would be 
staff from the counseling services. It would create a collaboration between students and faculty so 
that they know what resources they are lacking or any concerns that they have.  
 
Senator Nugent asked if they needed a student advisory board for counseling services. He asked if 
it contributed to what counseling services does or what is the purpose of it. 
 
Senator Torres said it was on behalf of the Director of Campus Wellness Parker Samuelson that 
they wrote this legislation. A lot of students have been concerned with how counseling services are 
handling things. They agree that counseling services have done a great amount of work for 
students right now, but it’s difficult to know what students actually want of them when they're in a 
session. This is a way to provide collaboration between students just like any other college advisory 
board would do.  
 
Senator Stoddard asked if there was just a lack of communication between students and staff. 
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Senator Torres said no it wasn’t necessarily that. With COVID a lot of students have only been 
able to do Zoom counseling services. It’s very difficult to outreach to students and know what 
services they would like. That one on one connection between students and faculty is the main 
reason why any faculty or advisor can know how to handle situations.  
 
The committee moved into a vote to favorably recommend S.Res. 88- A Resolution in Support of 
the Development of a Student Advisory Board for Counseling Services. 
The motion carried unanimously.  

7. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS   
There were no reports at this time. 
 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT   
Senator Luers reminded everyone to be sending him their classes for next semester. He said if they 
haven’t gotten them yet to let him know if they’re close on the waiting list. He wants to make sure 
they get their meeting time before the last senate meeting because Speaker Murphy will be wanting all 
the chairs to say their spring meeting times.  

9. ADJOURNMENT   
Senator Luers adjourned the meeting at 5:58 pm.  

 


