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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Assistant Director Oster called the Department of Legislative Affairs Meeting to order on 
Thursday, October 15, 2020, at 7:15 p.m. via Room 423 of the Joe Crowley Student Union and 
via Zoom Conference Call. Presiding Secretary Mackenzie Zappe. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Present: Assistant Director Oster, Projects Director Martinez, Policy Director Pike, Policy 
Analyst Clements, and Outreach Coordinator Callis.  
 
Tardy Excused: Director Rangel. 
 
A quorum was present. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at the time. 
 

4. MINUTES 
There were no minutes approved at the time. 
  

5. REPORTS 
a. Report of the Director of Legislative Affairs, Alexa Rangel 

• Assistant Director Oster delivered a written statement from Director Rangel that 
reported on her work alongside UNLV’s Director of Legislative Affairs in planning the 
virtual town hall.  She discussed interest in the town hall from current ASUN Senators 
and encouraged department members to participate in the planning of and attend the 
event, which would mark the first significant collaboration between UNR and UNLV’s 
Legislative Affairs departments.  The report also detailed Director Rangel’s meeting 
with Senate Oversight and discussed their suggestions regarding outreach and mail-in 
voting awareness for the upcoming US General Election.  The report concluded with 
updates regarding t-shirt production and campus police officer survey dissemination. 

 
Director Rangel entered the meeting at 7:16 p.m. 

 
• Assistant Director Oster passed the gavel to Director Rangel, who accepted. 

 
• Question from Outreach Coordinator Callis: Asked if she could be CC’d on 

emails regarding the Virtual Town Hall so she can coordinate marketing. 
 

• Response from Director Rangel: Stated that she will CC Outreach 
Coordinator Callis in future emails. 
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b. Report of the Assistant Director of Legislative Affairs, Beau Oster 
• Assistant Director Oster reported on the status of the internship program and 

reminded department members to meet with their interns and mentees as they are 
being paired with them.  He also briefly discussed outreach for mail-in voting. 

 
c. Report of the Projects Director, Ashley Martinez 

• Projects Director Martinez reported on her work brainstorming new virtual events, and 
on her work alongside UNLV in planning the Virtual Town Hall.  She asked 
department members to recommend panel members for the latter event in case their 
currently planned speakers fail to respond to her correspondence. 

 
• Question from Policy Analyst Clements: Asked if Projects Director Martinez 

had reached out to Jill Tolls and Sarah Peters as potential speakers at the town hall. 
 

• Response from Projects Director Martinez: The department has reached 
out to Tolls and Peters, but they have yet to receive a response from either of 
them. 

 
• Comment from Policy Analyst Clements: Recommended someone named John 

(no last name mentioned) for the event. 
 

• Response from Projects Director Martinez: Though she knows who Policy 
Analyst Clements is referring to, this individual would not be suitable for the 
event considering his background in education and not in politics. 

 
d. Report of the Policy Director, Abbey Pike 

• Policy Director Pike reported on her work drafting and publishing the ballot question 
guide for the ASUN Instagram page.  She also discussed creating a policy brief 
regarding a recent change with incarceration centers and how they spent their money; 
the policy has since been suspended.  Policy Director Pike also discussed a water-
related piece of legislation that she published a brief on that has since advanced in the 
legislature.  She concluded her report by stating her intention to write an introduction 
for the Virtual Town Hall once the panelists are finalized. 

 
• Question from Director Rangel: Asked for an update regarding Policy 

Director Pike’s outreach to social justice organizations. 
 

• Response from Policy Director Pike: She had not recieved any new 
correspondence at the time. 

 
e. Report of the Policy Analyst, Samantha Clements 

• Policy Analyst Clements reported on her difficulties in reaching out to Reno P.D. in 
planning a discussion between them and local Black Lives Matter organizers.  Policy 
Analyst Clements promoted Policy Director Pike’s policy briefs and noted their 
positive reception among UNR students active on Instagram.  She also discussed the 
formulation of a brief regarding recent SCOTUS opinions.  

 
• Comment from Director Rangel: Encouraged Policy Analyst Clements to 

reach out to campus police instead of Reno P.D. 
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f. Report of the Outreach Coordinator, Avrey Callis 
• Outreach Coordinator Callis reported on her work alongside Inkblot in finalizing 

marketing material for the Virtual Town Hall.  She noted the lateness of the submission 
and adjustments made to expedite the process.  Outreach Coordinator also discussed 
ballot guides as well as a variety of forms for department members to access and fill 
out.  She concluded her report by discussing a potential tabling event for voter 
awareness in preparation of the 2020 US General Election. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business at the time.  
 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Button Maker Budget Proposal 

• Motion from Outreach Coordinator Callis: Motion to approve the budget proposal 
for the button maker. 
Seconded by: Assistant Director Oster. 

 
• Question from Director Rangel: Asked if there was any discussion or dissent to the 

budget proposal, which totaled $280.60.  There was none at the time. 
 

• Resolved: Motion carried. 
 

B. UNLV Virtual Town Hall Collaboration 
• Question from Outreach Coordinator Callis: Asked when the Formstack document 

will be available for the event. 
 

• Response from Director Rangel: The Formstack will be available between 
October 16-23. 

 
• Director Rangel encouraged members to attend the event. 

 
C. New Events 

• Director Rangel opened the floor for event proposals.  She briefly discussed a tabling 
event for National Voter Day and stated her plans to reach out to Director of Clubs 
and Organizations Kwan Lanza; she explained her desire to incorporate club outreach 
into her event due to ASUN’s lack of visibility among the student body during the 
semester.  Policy Analyst Clements expressed her support for the idea. 

 
• Projects Director Martinez discussed starting a video campaign covering the 

department’s legislative priorities and advertising information and materials concerning 
the department.  Director Rangel expressed her support for the idea. 

 
• Policy Analyst Clements discussed the possibility of making a Legislative Affairs 

account on TikTok, and, though she noted that the department cannot make an 
ASUN-affiliated account due to the organization’s social media guidelines, Director 
Rangel encouraged members to explore the idea. 

 
• Director Rangel shared some of the event ideas she conceived when applying for her 

position last semester.  These event proposals included Political Career Fair, Activist’s 
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Day, Policy Day, National Voter Day, and more election-related events.  She voiced her 
desire to hold unique events due to the oversaturation of election-related events, which 
have dominated the department’s efforts throughout the entire semester.  Director 
Rangel also encouraged department members to table at events if they have yet to do 
so at any events this year. 

 
• Director Rangel asked for department members’ thoughts about tabling a National 

Voter Day teach-in event.  Outreach Coordinator Clements stated it would be possible, 
while Policy Analyst Clements expressed concerns over marketing timeline.  Director 
Rangel decided that it would be best to not hold a teach-in until November. 

 
• The department reviewed the dates and times for the tabling event scheduled on 

October 26th-27th. 
 

D. Campus Closure 
• Director Rangel discussed the closure of UNR’s campus starting November 30th due to 

concerns around rising COVID-19 cases.  She reassured the department that meetings 
will continue to take place over Zoom and that all events will be moved to a virtual 
platform.  Besides the Virtual Town Hall, she advised the department to plan and hold 
only one event before campus shuts down due to finals week occurring in early 
December. 

 
8. PUBLIC COMMENT 

a. ASUN Legislative Affairs Intern, Carlos Lara 
• Intern Lara reported on his meeting alongside Director Rangel with the Every Vote 

Counts campaign.  He shared a link that contained voting resources from the campaign 
before encouraging department members to utilize them for voter awareness-related 
events.  Intern Lara also proposed a “Social Media Takeover” of a popular UNR-
affiliated account to promote voter education for the election. 

 
b. Director of Legislative Affairs, Alexa Rangel 

• Director Rangel provided further details about her meeting with Senate Oversight, 
which she described as exceedingly positive.  She expressed her appreciation for the 
department and stated that she plans on holding one-on-one discussions with 
department members regarding their progress and overall wellbeing. 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

Director Rangel adjourned the meeting at 8:13 p.m. via Room 423 of the Joe Crowley Student 
Union and via Zoom Conference Call. 


