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Whereas, SB254 is an act relating to greenhouse gas emissions; requiring the State Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources to issue an annual report concerning greenhouse gas emissions in this 

State; and providing other matters properly relating thereto;1 

Whereas, one of ASUN’s legislative priorities from the 86th Session was to focus on sustainability and 

the environment; 

Whereas, The University has a vested interest in the future sustainability of  its campus in regard to its 

No Walls: 2025 Initiative; 

Whereas, the 2018 Campus Wide Civic Engagement Survey also reported that the number of  students 

who “would use [Pack Provisions] if  needed” increased by 50% from 2016 to 2018 (29% increase among 

students who reported food insecurity);  

Whereas, Pack Provisions has seen an increase from 188 in 2016-2017 to 593 visits in 2017-2018 and 

709 visits in the fall of  2018;2 
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Whereas, according to the No Walls: 2025 Initiative, “Not only will students be practicing wellness and 

being cognizant of  their carbon footprint, they will also be an active participant in making the capus, city, and 

state healthier and more sustainable.”3 

Whereas, carbon emissions are a form of  greenhouse gases, and greenhouse gases trap heat and make 

the planet warmer;4 

Whereas, the largest source of  greenhouse gas emissions from human activities in the United States is 

from burning fossil fuels for electricity, heat, and transportation;4 

Whereas, Nevada produced 44 million metric tons of  carbon dioxide in the year of  2013;3 

Whereas, existing law requires the State Department of  Conservation and Natural Resources to issue, 

at least every 4 years, a statewide inventory of  greenhouse gases released in this State (Nevada), including the 

origins, types and amounts of  the greenhouse gases, together with the Department’s analysis of  that 

information;5 

Whereas, this bill requires the Department to submit an annual report that includes a statewide inventory 

of  greenhouse gas emissions and a projection of  annual greenhouse gas emissions in this State for the 20 years 

immediately following the date of  the report;  

Whereas, it is in the students and Universities best interest to have an annual report submitted by the 

State Department of  Conservation and Natural Resources in order to create more sustainable programs and 

projects that reduce the student carbon footprint and the carbon footprint of  all Nevada residents;  

Whereas, an annual report will provide a more precise and consistent reflection of  carbon emissions 

which will prompt student lifestyle changes in order to accommodate the lowering of  greenhouse gas emissions; 

Whereas, for each year of  the inventory and projection, this bill also requires a statement of  the sources 

and amounts of  greenhouse gas emissions in this State and the sources and amounts of  reductions of  
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greenhouse gas emissions in this State from the follow sectors: (1) electricity production; (2) transportation; (3) 

industry; (4) commercial and residential; (5) agriculture; and (6) land use and forestry;6  

Whereas, each one of  these state sectors directly affects each student in the Association, and that 

knowing about the sources and amounts of  greenhouse gas emissions from each of  these sectors from an 

annual report as opposed to a 4-year document can help each student be more cognizant of  what they need to 

limit in terms of  their consumption in order to reduce their carbon footprint; 

Whereas, this bill requires the report to identify policies that could achieve reductions in greenhouse 

gas emissions and a qualitative assessment of  whether such policies support long-term reductions of  

greenhouse has emissions in this State to zero or near-zero by the year 2050;6 

Whereas, long-term reduction and greenhouse gas emissions will help lower the footprint of  the state 

of  Nevada which will help slow the effects of  Climate Change, a concern or many University students, especially 

those affected by wildfires on the West Coast due to increasing climate temperatures; 

Whereas, in preparing the report, this bill requires the Department to consult with certain state agencies; 

Whereas, the Public Utilities Commission, Office of  Energy, and the Department of  Transportation 

and the State DMV are the states state agencies that have an effect on the amount of  carbon input into the 

atmosphere;7 

Whereas, better communication through an annual report with these agencies will help determine 

policies about the reduction of  carbon into the atmosphere; 

Be it resolved that, the Associated Students of  the University of  Nevada encourages the adoption of  

SB254 – an act relating to greenhouse gas emissions, requiring the State Department of  Conservation and 

Natural Resources to issue an annual report concerning greenhouse gas emissions in this State, and providing 

other matter properly relating thereto; 
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Be it resolved, this resolution be sent to the Senate Committee on Finance, Senate Majority Leader Nicole 

Cannizzaro, Assembly Committee on Growth and Infrastructure, Assembly Committee on Ways and Means, 

and Speaker of  the Assembly Jason Frierson. 

 

 

Adopted in Senate on April 24th, 2019 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________________ 
Andrea Godoy, Secretary of the Senate 

 

__________________________________________ 
Savannah Hughes, Speaker of the Senate 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From: Speaker Pro Tempore Murphy, College of Business 

TO: Speaker Hughes 

Date: 4/18/19 

RE: Senate Meeting 4/24/19 

   
 
 

Speaker Hughes, 
 
 
 

 

Please allow this legislation to be fast tracked to the ASUN Senate as it needs to be submitted 

and ready to lobby for the Nevada State Legislature in the coming weeks. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully, 

 

Keegan C. Murphy 

 

Speaker Pro Tempore, College of Business 

 

Senate of the Associated Students 

 

Associated Students of the University of Nevada


	87-22_S.Res_AResolutionInSupportOfSB254.pdf
	87-22_S.Res_Addendum.pdf

