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Whereas, according to Title 4, Chapter 10, Section 29 of  the NSHE Board of  Regents Handbook:  “The 

Board of  Regents is committed to protecting the environment, reducing the System’s dependence on non-

renewable energy sources, and promoting the construction, maintenance, and renovation of  buildings that are 

environmentally responsible, economically feasible, and healthy spaces to work and live.”;  

Whereas, the UNR Strategic Plan (2015-2021) recognizes that “as a scholarly institution [The University 

of  Nevada Reno has] an obligation to recognize and be responsive to global and local environmental issues” 

and that “environmentally responsible practices typically result in long-term efficiencies that result in substantial 

financial savings” (P. 17);  

 Whereas, the University of  Nevada Reno has put forth much several policies to make our campus  more 

sustainable such as making improvements to the central heating system to help reduce energy usage and 

installing large solar arrays at the Joe Crowley Student Union and the Valley Road Green House Complex;  

Whereas, in 2014 the University began a single-stream recycling program that recycled between 15 and 

20 tons of  waste in 2015 and is rapidly improving;  

Whereas, currently University campus green waste is being diverted from the landfill for composting 

and battery-powered carts and landscaping equipment are replacing petroleum-powered equipment used by 

Facilities and Maintenance;  



Whereas, global warming of  1.5℃ or more will increase the frequency and severity of  climate related 

10 threats, such as flooding and drought; 

 Whereas, the IPCC estimates that global carbon emissions must be cut by 40-70% by 2030 and 

greenhouse gas emissions must be completely cut by 2050 in order to keep global warming from going 1.5℃ 

over pre-industrial levels; 

 Whereas, Reno is the fastest warming city in the United States, warming at 1.39℉ per decade (Climate 

Central), and has experienced major flooding as well as drought and increased threat of  fires in the region in 

the last decade; 

 Whereas, in a 2016 report on the impacts of  climate change in Nevada, the Environmental Protection 

Agency concluded that droughts, caused by earlier snow melts and decreased precipitation, as well as higher 

temperatures, are “likely to increase the severity, frequency, and extent of  wildfires in Nevada.”;  

Whereas, last semester, several deadly forest fires swept across California, burning down homes and 

displacing the families of  many of  the students we represent; 

 Whereas, the smoke from these fires and the increasingly polluted air effects the respiratory health of  

our students, especially those with asthma and other lung issues;  

Whereas, increasing and more drastic temperatures in Nevada also have detrimental effects on water 

availability, health, and in turn threatens Nevada’s crops and farmlands;  

Whereas, several BDRs on energy efficiency and sustainability will be seen in the Nevada legislative 

session including BDRs 117 and 139 in order to improve the local and state-wide Nevada community;  

Whereas, the United Nations has laid out 16 Sustainable Development Goals to be achieved by 2030 

which call for local, national, and international cooperation for the purpose of  equity for all people and 

sustainable fair treatment of  the world’s natural resources as we all pursue further development in the 21st 

century;  

Whereas, this document gives aspirational goals that pave the way to sustainable development for 

nations as well as states and localized communities;  



Whereas, Goal 2: No Hunger, calls for sustainable food production systems and the implementation of  

resilient agricultural practices that increase productivity and production;  

Whereas, NSHE institutions can create policies which favor food purchases only from those businesses 

that utilize “sustainable food production systems” and promote campus research to further these efforts;   

Whereas, the city and state can similarly adopt these policies and promote the aforementioned practices 

in food production and agriculture;  

Whereas, Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation calls for, by 2030, the improvement of  water quality by 

reducing pollution, eliminating dumping, minimizing release of  hazardous chemicals and materials, and for  the 

halving the proportion of  untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally;  

Whereas, Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation further calls for, by 2030, the increase in water-use 

efficiency across all sectors to ensure sustainable withdrawals and responsible use of  freshwater resources, 

including institutionally, city-wide, and nationwide and specifically supports the participation of  local 

communities in improving water and sanitation management; 

Whereas, the state of  Nevada is no stranger to water conservation and responsible water use and can 

follow these policies from Goal 6 can continue to take action in these efforts legislatively;  

Whereas, Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy calls on the international community to enhance 

international cooperation to facilitate access to clean energy research and technol energy, energy efficiency and 

advanced and cleaner fossil-fuel technology, and promote investment in energy infrastructure and clean energy 

technology;  

Whereas, NSHE Institutions can create incentives for research and technological development of  

renewable energy, energy efficiency and advanced and cleaner fossil-fuel technology specifically in the state of  

Nevada;  

Whereas, the City of  Reno and State of  Nevada would also benefit from these clean, renewable energy 

research projects and could create incentives for practical Nevada-based research projects though State and city 

grant funding;  



Whereas, Goal 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure insists upon infrastructure upgrades and 

retrofitting industries to make them sustainable, with increased resource-use efficiency and greater adoption of  

clean and environmentally sound technologies and industrial processes, with all countries taking action in 

accordance with their respective capabilities; 

Whereas, in the past decade alone, the city of  Reno has invested in energy efficiency and renewable 

energy projects that reduced municipal building energy use by 37%, providing cumulative savings of  $3.4 

million and these resources have now been cited as being able to support other city priorities;  

Whereas, this is just the beginning, and by following the UN SDG, the State of  Nevada and City of  

Reno could continue by incentivizing our local Nevada industries to adopt clean and environmentally sound 

industrial processes;  

Whereas, Goal 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure further specifically notes the support of  

domestic technology development, research and innovation as a solution to the sustainable and equitable 

development;  

Whereas, NSHE Institutions can create incentives for research and technological development of  

sustainable and equitable development for domestic and statewide industries much like how ASUN has created 

the Sustainable Nevada Initiative Fund for sustainability projects on and our campus-community;  

Whereas, Goal 13: Climate Action, further elaborates that integrating climate change measures into 

national policies, strategies, and planning and educating and raising awareness through human and  institutional 

capacities are central to climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction;  

Whereas, beginning in 2015, the Mayor and City Council passed a series of  resolutions making Climate 

5 Action a priority for our community;  

Whereas, the City of  Reno joined the Global Covenant of  Mayors for Climate & Energy, the largest 

international coalition of  cities committed to taking voluntary action to combat climate change and move to a 

low-emission, resilient society; 



Whereas, creating an educational campaign regarding Reno’s implementation of  the aforementioned 

resolutions and the commitment to the sustainability initiatives and climate change impact reduction is the UN’s 

recommended next step into making everyday citizens part of  the solution to climate change;  

Whereas, Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and Production further calls on institutions and 

communities to develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable development impacts for sustainable 

tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture and products;  

Whereas, this goal is in line with the ideals of  ‘civic engagement’ and building sustainable jobs and 

industries with impact reports for the local state and community;  

Whereas, Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and Production supports countries strengthening their 

scientific and technological capacity to move towards more sustainable patterns of  consumption and 

production;  

Whereas, this can be achieved through the investment of  educational grants and grant funding for 

NSHE institution based research in sustainable development programs and consumption-based research;  

Whereas, Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and Production specifically calls upon countries and cities 

to encourage companies, especially large and transnational companies, to adopt sustainable practices and to 

integrate sustainability information into their reporting cycle;  

Whereas, the State of  Nevada has seen an influx in companies, notably Tesla, and can take action with 

these companies and incentivize or mandate sustainable practices and regular reporting of  their sustainability 

3 initiatives and advancements;  

Whereas, Mayor Hillary Schieve joined over 2,500 leaders from America’s city halls, state houses, 

boardrooms, businesses, and college campuses by signing the We Are Still In Declaration, a bipartisan initiative 

spanning all 50 states and representing over 130 million Americans and $6.2 trillion of  the U.S. economy stating 

the City of  Reno’s commitment to meet the Paris Agreement in the absence of  federal leadership;  

Whereas, this is just one initiative where the City of  Reno and State of  Nevada took on International 

policy for the good of  the global community, and thus can serve as a model for taking on the United Nations 



2030 Sustainable Development Goals as formative measures for the future of  Nevada, our institutions, our 

cities, and our statewide policy;  

Be it resolved that, the Associated Students of  the University of  Nevada takes the threat of  climate change 

seriously and the impact it has on the students we represent;  

Be it further resolved that, the Associated Students of  the University of  Nevada supports and encourages 

NSHE Institutions, the City of  Reno, and the Nevada State Legislature in making sustainability a priority by 

adopting solutions, like those laid out in the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals by the UN, that address and 

mitigate the effects of  climate change through proactive policy;  

Be it further resolved that, a copy of  this resolution be sent to President Marc Johnson, Mayor Hillary 

Schieve, Board of  Regents Chairman Kevin J. Page, Governor Steve Sisolak, Speaker of  the Nevada State 

Assembly, Assemblyman Jason Frierson, Majority Leader of  the Nevada State Senate, Senator Nicole 

Cannizzaro, U.S. Senator Jacky Rosen, and U.S. Senator Catherine Cortez-Masto. 

 

Adopted in Senate on April 10th, 2019 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________________ 
Andrea Godoy, Secretary of the Senate 

 

__________________________________________ 
Anthony Martinez, Speaker of the Senate 


