
Senate of the Associated 
Students of the University of 
Nevada 
86th Session, 2018-2019 

A RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO SB 389- BANNING INDIVIDUAL 

POSSESSION OF APIARIES  
 

Resolution Number: 148 

Authored By: Senator Aziz and Director Jickling 

Sponsored By: 2018-2019 Student Government Assembly 

 

Whereas, apiary is defined in the Nevada Revised Statues (NRS) as “any hive or other place where bees 

are kept, located or found, and all appliances used in connection therewith.” 1;  

Whereas, SB 389 intends to ban all individuals from owning or possessing an apiary within any urban 

or suburban area;  

Whereas, SB 389 defines urban or suburban area as having two residential units per acre;  

Whereas, honey bees (wild or domestic) perform 80% of  the world’s pollination 2;  

Whereas, 90% of  bee colonies per hectare of  US crops that require bee pollination have died off  since 

1962 2 ;  

Whereas, the number of  honey-producing bee colonies dropped 61% from 1947 to 2008 3;  

Whereas, pollination is responsible for $15 billion in added crop value 4; 

Whereas, urban agriculture would require an urban pollinator;  

Whereas, a 2006 French study found that urban kept bees were healthier and “enjoyed a wider variety 

of  plant life for pollination while avoiding the ill-effects of  pesticides” 5 ;  

Whereas, the same article mentioned that urban bees can be up to four times more productive than 

country bees as a result of  being able to leave the hive more often; 



 Whereas, an establishment of  European honey bees is thought to slow down the rise of  African killer 

bees in the US 3;  

Whereas, urban beekeepers in Des Moines, Iowa observed a significant increase in garden output (via 

fruit production and tree blossoms) after maintaining personal apiaries 6;  

Whereas, a 2016 scientific study review found that amongst 146 credible studies, there is potential for 

managed bees to negatively affect wild bees via competition, plant community composition and pathogen 

transmission but that there is little evidence that these metrics lead to a decline in the population of  wild bees 

7;  

Whereas, the same study review concluded that managed bees can pose benefits to crop pollination and 

that guidelines will limit negative risks, such as those already instituted by the Nevada State Department of  

Agriculture; 

 Whereas, the Nevada State Department of  Agriculture encouraged backyard bee colonies for 

production of  personal honey, with regards to law and guidelines 8;  

Whereas, NRS already allows for the State Department of  Agriculture to access and inspect all apiaries 

to ensure that laws are being followed, that bees are healthy and disease free and that destruction or treatment 

of  apiaries can be ordered by inspectors if  an apiary is found in violation of  the Statute; 

Whereas, honey production (in lbs) has decreased in the US by 9% from 2016 to 2017 9;  

Whereas, honey prices have increased in the US by 2% from 2016 to 2017 9;  

Whereas, prices on honey have increased while production has decreased over the past 14 years 10;  

Whereas, personal apiaries allow individuals to produce their honey which can combat the decrease in 

honey production and allow individuals to compete with honey price increases;  

Be it resolved that, the Associated Students of  the University of  Nevada supports the ability to possess 

apiaries by individuals in urban and suburban areas;  

Be it further resolved that, the Associated Students of  the University of  Nevada opposes SB 389 that bans 

individuals from possessing apiaries in urban/suburban areas;  



Be it further resolved that, a copy of  this resolution be sent to the Nevada Legislature Chair of  the 

Committee on Natural Resources, Agriculture and Mining Heidi Swank, Committee Manager Patricia Demsky, 

and Governor Sisolak. 

 

Adopted in Senate on April 10th, 2019 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________________ 
Andrea Godoy, Secretary of the Senate 

 

__________________________________________ 
Anthony Martinez, Speaker of the Senate 


