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87th Session of the 
Senate of the Associated Students 

Minutes for Wednesday, April 17th, 2019 at 5:30 P.M. 
Ballrooms, Fourth Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union 

 
1. CONVENING OF THE EIGHTY-SEVENTH SESSION OF THE SENATE 

Secretary Godoy said: This being the day fixed by the Constitution of the Associated Students of the 
University of Nevada, the Senate will come to order on Wednesday, April 17th, 2019 at 5:39 p.m. 

 
2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

a. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Secretary Godoy said: We will now be moving into Agenda Item 2. Will everyone please rise and 
join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. ASCERTAINMENT OF QUORUM 
Secretary Godoy said: We will now move into Agenda Item 3. Senator-Elects, this is the day fixed by the 
Constitution of the Associated Students of the University of Nevada for the meeting of the 87th Senate 
and as the law directs, I, the Secretary of the Senate, have prepared the official roll. I have received 
certificates of election covering 23 seats in the 87th Senate. Senator-Elects will respond to their names 
during the roll call. Legislative Clerk Brooke Hansen will call the roll alphabetically by last name. The names 
of those persons whose credentials show that they were elected as Senators, in accordance with the laws of 
the Associated Students and the Constitution, will now be called. 
 
Senator Elects Ahmed, Ampié, Banfer, Collins, D. Hall, Davenport, Donohue, Doyle, Harvey, Hughes, 
Komanduri, Melchor, Murphy, Prempeh, Rogers, Romero, Supple, Veltre, Watt, Westerman, and Yang 
were present.  
 
Senator Elect J. Hall was tardy unexcused.  
 
A quorum was present.  

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Secretary Godoy said: I will now go into agenda item 4, Public Comment. First, I would like to remind the 
Senator-Elects that they can make a motion to move an agenda item around at any time during the course 
of the meeting. Also, I would like to welcome all persons in the gallery and remind you all that you are 
guests of the Senate; any manifestation of approval or disapproval of the proceedings or other audible 
conversation is in violation of the Rules of the Senate. Continued willful disruption of the proceedings may 
result in removal from the Ballroom. Additionally, I want to inform the body that after administering the 
Oaths of the ASUN President and Vice President, we will continue with the election of the Speaker and 
the Oaths to the Speaker and Senators. Before speaking, please state your first and last name and your 
respective college. Is there any Public Comment at this time? 
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Bill Hamma, public comment: I was the ASUN President in 82-83. I still come to meetings to talk about 
things you should have learned. I wrote a letter to the Sagebrush about the double-standard on diversity. 
We will have to wait and see if the Sagebrush publishes the letter. Thank you. 
 
Taylor Johnson, Reynolds School of Journalism: I am the Assistant News Editor for the Sagebrush and 
will contact you regarding future stories. If you have any questions, you can contact her, Olivia Ally, or 
Madeline Purdue. Thank you. 
 
Nicole Flangas, College of Liberal Arts: The Director of Programming would like me to remind everyone 
that the Spring Concert is Friday, April 19th. Tickets for the Spring Concert are free but need to be reserved 
through the link on the ASUN social media. 
 
There was no further public comment at this time. 
 

5. INAUGURAL CEREMONIES 
Secretary Godoy said: We will now move into Agenda Item 5. I give the floor to Chief Justice Kate 
Groesbeck who will administer the Oath of Office to the President and Vice President. 
 
Chief Justice Groesbeck said: Please repeat after me:  
“I, State your full name, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of President, 
and will, to the best of my ability, preserve and protect the Constitution of the Associated Students of the 
University of Nevada.” 
 
President Martinez and Vice President Flangas were sworn in.  
 
Chief Justice Groesbeck said: Congratulations President Martinez and Vice President Flangas. We look 
forward to the year ahead. 
 

6. ELECTION OF THE SPEAKER 
Secretary Godoy said: We will now be moving into Agenda Item 6. Pursuant to law and precedent, the next 
order of business is the election of the Speaker of the Senate for the 87th Senate. The main duties of 
Speaker of the Senate shall be to: 

• Act as the signing authority for all accounts under control of the Senate 

• Administer oaths and affirmations 

• Produce the agenda and call meetings of the Senate 

• Direct the Senate to maintain proper decorum 

• Vote in matters of business where a vote would be decisive 

• Sign all Acts of the Senate 
I will now be accepting nominations from the Senate floor. Nominations do not need a second; self-
nominations are welcomed. To nominate someone please use the phrase: I nominate The Honorable 
[LAST NAME] to be Speaker of the Senate. Nominations are now in order. 
 
Senator Elect Doyle nominated Senator Elect Hughes.  
Senator Elect Hughes accepted. 
 
Senator Elect Watt nominated herself.  
 
There were no further nominations at this time.  
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Secretary Godoy said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. The nominees for the 
Office of the Speaker each will be allowed ten minutes to present before the Senate. Legislative Clerk 
Hansen will be keeping time and will give nominees a five minute and one-minute warning. At the 
conclusion of each presentation, Senator-Elects may pose questions for the nominee. The question and 
answer portion will be limited to ten minutes and Legislative Clerk Hansen will give the floor a five minute 
and one-minute warning. When all nominations are completed, the voting for Speaker will commence by 
roll call vote. While it is customary that nominees for the Office of Speaker are not present during the 
consideration of the nominees and during the vote, pursuant to the Nevada Open Meeting Law and the 
parliamentary authority, the Senate may not require nominees to leave. Also, each Senator-Elect is entitled 
to cast a vote for Speaker. Without objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their 
nominations were made. The following have been nominated for the Office of the Speaker 

1. The Honorable Hughes, a Senator-elect from The College of Engineering 
2. The Honorable Watt, a Senator-elect from The College of Business 

All nominees have been placed in nomination. Speaker-Elect Nominees, we recommend for you to leave 
the Ballroom during the interview portion, however you are entitled to stay according to the Nevada 
Revised Statues. I would like to encourage that the body come up with a list of questions to ask each 
nominee during the question and answer portion. Each Senator-Elect will be responsible for asking their 
questions and follow-up questions will be allowed. Under SAS 102.05.c, no person who is not entitled to 
the privilege of the floor of the Senate may be recognized unless by order of the Senate. Are there any 
questions before we commence with the first nominee for the Office of the Speaker? 
 
There were no questions at this time. 
 
Secretary Godoy said: Please bring to the Ballroom the Honorable Hughes, a Senator-elect from the College 
of Engineering. Senator-Elect Watt we ask that you leave the ballroom, but you are not required to under 
Nevada Open Meeting Law. The Honorable Hughes, you are now recognized for your ten-minute 
presentation. 
 

Senator Elect Hughes said: Hello Senators. Close your eyes. Envision this University 10 years from now. 
What opportunities are available to our students? How have we progressed to combat sexual assault, 
alleviate food and housing insecurity, ensure affordable higher education, and create a culture of 
sustainability? How has ASUN changed to fit the needs of the students? More notably, what role will you 
play in achieving this vision? I know Senators Yang, Harvey and Romero will work together to increase 
recycling awareness on campus. Senator Veltre will work to modify the Pack Internship Grant Program to 
provide opportunities for more students. Senator Doyle will stretch blue lights to the outskirts of campus. 
And Senator Ampié, Supple, and Rogers will work to increase the physical accessibility of this campus. The 
vision is here, and it is alive. We have the platform, we have the influence, and we have the dedication to 
actualize it. But the question is how will we do it? My name is Savannah Hughes, and as the Speaker of the 
Senate for the 87th Session, my vision is to have the most productive, impactful, and inclusive senate body 
to date. That is not an easy task. Before us, stood ASUN presidents, Board of Regent members, and State 
Senators. But before me sits all of you. Individuals who are passionate, driven, and hungry for social justice. 
As Speaker of the Senate, I will provide all of you with the tools and resources necessary to achieve things 
you wouldn’t even think of achieving today. So, what role will I play in achieving this vision? My philosophy 
for the position of Speaker is one that I have shared with the majority of you. As a Senator's duty is to 
serve the students, I believe it is the Speaker's duty to serve the Senators. As Speaker of the senate my 
number one goal will be to aid in the facilitation of your goals. For one second, share my vision with me: 
Imagine each and every one of you bringing change to this campus that will impact a different group in a 
positive way. That is 22 different groups being given another opportunity or a closer step towards equity. 
This is not only achievable, but it will be our reality. But HOW? Through a culture of efficacy, collaboration, 
cohesion, responsibility, and outreach. Efficacy. As Speaker of the Senate, my first goal will be to have each 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes 
Wednesday, April 17th, 2019 
Page 4 

 
of you write one resolution before the end of the semester. By diving into the senatorial experience, we will 
overcome our fears and realize our abilities. Collaboration. As Speaker of the Senate I will implement a 
project tracker, an idea I have shared with most of you, to track the different projects that each individual 
is working on. This will bring these projects to the forefront of discussion and connect individuals with 
similar goals and foster collaboration. Cohesion. We are all diverse in our experiences, beliefs, and 
perspectives. There will be disagreement and there will be differences in opinions. But allow all of us to 
take these differences and turn them into a place of commonality. Welcome the variance. Utilize these 
differences to find the solution that will work best for our constituents. As speaker of the senate I will work 
with each of you to create a culture that embraces our differences as a method of achieving success, rather 
than something to be afraid of discussing. Responsibility: We all have a vision that can only be actualized 
through our actions. The students have imparted their trust in all of us to be productive and follow through 
with our promises. As speaker I will work with all of you to maintain responsibility for our duties and 
ensure that we maintain a high standard of work ethic. Outreach. Outreach will not only be vital in 
achieving our goals, but it is imperative as representatives. No matter how set we are in our goals, if they 
are not what the students want, they are misguided. Through outreach opportunities and meaningful 
discussion with constituents, we will reach our full potential as public servants. As Speaker, I will determine 
3 dates by the beginning of the fall semester that will serve as Senate Town Halls to create a culture of 
proactivity on our campus. Efficacy. Collaboration. Cohesion. Responsibility. Outreach. These 5 values 
will be the key to the success of the 87th Session of Senate. For a more complete explanation of my goals, 
please reference page 2 of the handout. That is my how, but you may be wondering my why: At this time 
last year, I was in the same position as many of you. I was a first year, first generation student, who had not 
been a member of the internship process and I had a lot of goals, but I was unsure how I was going to 
achieve them. It was a balancing act of navigating college life and navigating the sometimes complex nature 
of this association. But I was determined and passionate, as are all of you. And that propelled me to take 
on projects and initiatives. As Speaker Pro Tempore I became accustomed to running a meeting in the 
absence of the former speaker. I was also able to utilize the five years of experience I have with Robert's 
Rules of Order and grow in my ability to manage my time, as I oversaw the legislative internship program. 
Reference page 1. As you may have heard, I worked with Chief Justice Groesbeck to provide free tampons 
in the Joe. Less discussed, but equally as awesome, I worked with Senator Sewell to create a Global 
Engineering program that will offer practical study abroad opportunities to engineering majors. We also 
worked to increase the accessibility of the Engineering Computing Center to seven days a week. Through 
a consorted effort with private business, the City of Reno, and Facility services, we were also able to secure 
the implementation of a flashing light at the crosswalk across from Nye Hall on Sierra Street. In addition 
to my internal work, I was also able to develop an extensive network that can be seen on page three. I hope 
to utilize this as a resource for all of you. While doing this, I maintained a perfect record, accumulating zero 
points throughout my term and last week I was awarded with the honor of senator of the year, legislation 
of the year, and a joint award of program or initiative of the year. I do not say this in aspiration for praise. 
I say this to show all of you that you can do the same. I say this to show all of you that while I may not 
have all the answers, I have the passion, the dedication, and the experience to help you. And that is my sole 
intention. That is my why. Through my experience and path, I have failed a lot, I have achieved a lot, but 
I have more importantly learned a lot, and I want to be able to channel that knowledge through each of 
you, exponentially increasing the reach of this Association. So, think back on your vision. What will this 
University look like ONE year from now? How will you have helped achieve that? I hope that in this vision 
you see yourself as warrior for change, a representative, and a leader; and I hope you see me, Savannah 
Hughes, as the Speaker of the 87th Session of Senate. Thank you. 

 

Secretary Godoy said: We have concluded your time limit of ten minutes and will now move into questions 
and answers from the Senate floor for another ten minutes. Are there any questions for the nominee? 
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Senator Elect Harvey asked: How would you implement specific outreach programs in addition to the 
Town Halls. 
 
Senator Elect Hughes said: The 86th Session passed a resolution stating that the chair for the Committee 
on Civic Engagement had to prepare outreach events for Senators to attend and meet with students. I 
would work with the chair for the Committee on Civic Engagement to make sure the events are being 
planned. In the past Speakers have utilized the updates during the Senate meetings for the Senators to give 
outreach reports and many ideas were brought out through the reports. I would like to brainstorm ideas 
similar to the ones she discussed. 
 
Secretary Godoy asked: Are there any further questions at this time?  
 
Senator Elect Ahmed asked: How would you get every Senator to sponsor and write legislation. 
 
Senator Elect Hughes: I shared and Excel file that lists the legislation going through the Nevada legislative 
session. Some of the Senator Elects have signed up to write a resolution for the legislation. I hope the 
Senate will continue to utilize the file to gain information on the bills and to see who is writing legislation 
for each bill. I reached out to Senator Elects with experience writing legislation and encouraged them to 
reach out to Senator Elects who may not have the experience. I already sent out an email to the Senator 
Elects that contains a template for writing legislation and samples of written legislation. I hope the Senator 
Elects would utilize the resources to aide them in writing legislation. 
 
Secretary Godoy asked: Are there any further questions at this time? 
 
Senator Elect Doyle asked: How will you build confidence at the table?  
 
Senator Elect Hughes said: The differences in opinion are very important. I would like to create a culture 
where they are not looking at differences as disagreements but are utilizing it to find the best solution for 
their constituents. Conflict, if the intention is good, can be effective. They need to maintain a respectful 
Senate body. I hope that with everyone putting in their full effort they will be able to do that.  
 
Secretary Godoy said: Are there any further questions at this time? 
 
There were no further questions at this time. 
 
Secretary Godoy said: If there are no further questions for the nominee, will move onto the next nominee. 
The Honorable Senator Elect Watt, you are now recognized for your ten-minute presentation. 
 
Senator Elect Watt said: I am a Senator Elect for the College of Business and am studying pre-business and 
international business later. I would first like to go into her duties as the Speaker of the Senate per the SAS. 
Throughout her experience in student government, I was tasked with creating agendas that had time limits 
I fulfilled successfully. I believe my experience can help me specifically fulfill that duty.  My senior year of 
high school, I served on the Clark County School District Trustee Advisory Committee and had to follow 
Nevada Open Meeting Law. I also attended many board meetings to represent my constituents. Those 
duties seem small and mundane, but I care about the little details. I am here to represent myself as someone 
who cares about the University and wants to see change by the 87 th Session. I would now like to discuss 
my goals and what I would like the 87th Session to accomplish. The double-edged sword of accountability 
is very important to me. I will be keeping the Senators accountable, but they will be keeping me accountable 
as well. I know I am not the most experienced candidate and I do not have a lot to show you that I am 
qualified for the position. It will be a learning experience for all of us. Next, I would like to focus on 
outreach because it is extremely important to me. I would like you to reach out to all students. The Senators 
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are there to break down barriers and reach out to all students. The Senators are not there for themselves, 
their own and constituents' agendas. They are there to give back, connect, and to enhance the community 
around them. I believe they can do this as a Senate body. Integrity has two meanings: one is honesty. As a 
facilitator, I want you to have the most honest discussions about the issues on campus. I do not believe 
they should be shying away from the hard questions. Under my leadership, they should not be afraid of 
saying how it is or how they feel it is. I encourage you to do the same throughout the session. The other 
definition of integrity is a unit. They are here as a unit to support each other and to make sure they are 
approaching those hard questions. I had a few goals for the 87 th Session that I would like to go through. 
The first goal is housing insecurity. I feel they do a very good job of talking about food insecurity, but not 
a good job talking about housing insecurity. Students do not know where to find the resources that they 
need. I would like to discuss what they can do to talk about what can be done for students. My next goal 
is to instill inspiration in students to achieve their academic goals. They need to strive for academic success 
and encourage students to do the same. My next goal is to have open channels. I thought they did a good 
job talking to each other within ASUN, but they do not do a good job talking to faculty and professors. I 
would like to open those channels and create clear communication. Her next goal is leadership and they 
are all leaders. They should empower each other and empower students to be leaders themselves. There 
should be more programs for club and organization leaders, but others as well. They need to start educating 
students about what it means to be a part of the pack. The past semesters have shown that students don’t 
know what it means to be a part of the campus. After all these past issues, they need to start educating 
students about how wrong it is. Thank you for listening to my presentation. I understand there is a stigma 
with experience, but I would like to put myself out there as a candidate for this position. 
 
Secretary Godoy said: We have concluded your time limit of ten minutes and will now move into questions 
and answers from the Senate floor for another ten minutes. 
 
Senator Elect Rogers asked: How would you would help the Senators with their goals? 
 
Senator Elect Watt said: I believe in collaboration and would like to discuss the goals as one big group at 
the table. I would like to sit down with the Senator Elects from the colleges as a group so they can discuss 
what they want to do for their college specifically. As the Speaker, I would be there to help them discuss 
their goals and succeed. I am a big advocate for smart goals and would implement those if I was appointed. 
 
Senator Elect Westerman asked: How prepared are you to handle the responsibility of the Speaker and 
being a Senator as she is a first-year Senator. 
 
Senator Elect Watt said: I am aware of the job description and what it takes to be the Speaker. I may put a 
lot on myself, but I am still able to get everything done. I am dedicated to this role and I can persevere. If 
anyone sees me not doing what I should be, I am open to criticism and they are here to let me know what 
I can do better. I believe I can handle it time-wise. 
 

Senator Elect J. Hall entered the room at 6:10 pm. 
 
Senator Elect Veltre asked: Senator Elect Westerman already touched on the subject. What past experiences 
do you believe qualifies you for this position? 
 
Senator Elect Watt said: I touched on it lightly during my presentation. I have experience in chairing 
committees throughout my high school career. I also have a lot of experience in Nevada Open Meeting 
Law and Roberts Rules. I try to put myself in a position to teach others throughout her life. The Senators 
can teach her, and I can teach them. I hope they give me this opportunity to be Speaker of the 87th Session. 
I am not experienced in ASUN legislation, but I am a fast learner. I can prove to myself and to them that 
we can get a lot done if I become the Speaker. 
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Senator Elect Komanduri asked: How will you maintain decorum at the Senate table? 
 
Senator Elect Watt said: The Parliamentarian will help maintain decorum at the meetings. As stated in 
Nevada Open meeting Law, there is decorum in simply keeping the minutes and the Senators wearing 
professional dress. There is decorum in everything they do as Senators. Roberts Rules and being a good 
person can facilitate them in a way that will give each Senator a chance to speak and be heard at the table. 
Everyone deserves a chance to speak. 
 
Senator Elect D. Hall asked: What specific goals do you have regarding academics? 
 
Senator Elect Watt said: I would like to keep things generalized for now and not get ahead of things. I 
would like to see an increase in the overall GPA on campus. 
 
Senator Elect Supple asked: How will you will push for productivity in Senators? 
 
Senator Elect Watt said: I would want to have consistent meetings one-on-one or with Senators from a 
specific college. Everyone has an idea, and everyone can implement it. In terms of legislation, most of their 
goals can be put in some sort of document. I would like to see all of them strive for their goals. There 
should not be a number for how many resolutions or bills they want to write for the session. I would like 
to sit down and talk about their goals that can be put into bills or resolutions. 
 
Senator Elect Doyle asked: How will you will keep the Association accountable? 
 
Senator Elect Watt said: As the chair for Oversight, I will be talking with the chairs of the other Committees 
to see what they are doing specifically. Within the Committees, she expects the chairs to promote to their 
constituents more. Through that they are going to get ideas for what they would like to see changed on 
campus. The Senators talking to their constituents, then the Senators talking to me, is where I will be 
holding them accountable. They will not only be held accountable for their own ideas, but for the ideas 
from the constituents as well. 
 
Secretary Godoy asked: Are there any further questions at this time? 
 
There were no further questions at this time. 
 
Secretary Godoy said: There are no further nominees for the Office of the Speaker. It has been customary 
for Senator-Elects to consider the character, professional competence, physical or mental health, or other 
matters permissible under NRS 241.033. Under NRS 241.031, the election may not be closed. When the 
body has concluded its deliberations, it may approve the nominations, reject the nominations, or take no 
action. We shall now go into a general debate from the floor. 
 
Senator Elect Murphy said: I appreciated that Senator Elect Hughes reached out to the Senator Elects 
before running for the Speaker position. I thought it proved a lot about her character and showed her 
passion for the Senators’ success. 
 
Senator Elect Rogers said: I had the pleasure of working with Senator Elect Hughes in the past session. 
Senator Elect Hughes has helped me as a Senator and as Speaker Pro Tempore. I know that Senator Elect 
Hughes can lead the session into success. 
 
Senator Elect D. Hall said: Senator Elect Watt had goals that could be passed through legislation and were 
not specific to the duties of the Speaker of the Senate. 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes 
Wednesday, April 17th, 2019 
Page 8 

 
 
Senator Elect Westerman said: There is a clear division of specificity between the two candidates. Senator 
Elect Hughes provided a handout with a very specific plan for getting stuff done in the 87 th Session. As 
Senator Elect D. Hall said, Senator Elect Watt had goals for legislation while Senator Elect Hughes had 
goals to help the Senators and Senate achieve their goals. 
 
Senator Elect D. Hall said: They need to have more goals to help the Senate instead of for legislation 
because that is not the duty of the Speaker. Senator Elect Hughes is more equipped to hold each Senator 
accountable for their duties. Senator Elect Watt did not specify how she would hold the Senators 
accountable. Senator Elect Watt also did not really answer the question about the Committee on Oversight 
and the Committee Chairs. 
 
Senator Elect Harvey said: I agree with the division of specificity in the two presentations. Senator Elect 
Watt had more questions asked of her than Senator Elect Hughes. Senator Elect Watt held her own with 
the questions. 
 
Senator Elect Supple said: The personal relationships Senator Elect Hughes has already established before 
running for the position is important. Senator Elect Hughes has already helped her with achieving her 
goals. With Senator Elect Hughes’ push to help all the Senator she can see her as the Speaker of the Senate.  
 
Senator Elect Komanduri said: I have the pleasure of knowing both Senator Elect Watt and Senator Elect 
Hughes. I agree with Senator Elect Harvey. 
 
Secretary Godoy asked: Is there any further discussion? 
 
There was no further discussion at this time. 
 
Secretary Godoy said: There being no further debate, we have concluded, and the roll call vote will now be 
called. Those responding to their names will indicate by the last name of the nominee of their choice. 
 
A roll call vote was taken:  

• Senator Elect Hughes: Senator Elects Ahmed, Ampié, Banfer, Collins, D. Hall, Davenport, 
Donohue, Doyle, Harvey, Melchor, Murphy, Prempeh, Rogers, Romero, Supple, Veltre, 
Westerman, Yang 

• Senator Elect Watt: Senator Elect Komanduri  

• Abstentions: Senator Elect J. Hall  
 

Secretary Godoy said: We shall request all the nominees to come back to the Senate Floor. The total number 
of votes cast is 19, of which: 

1. The Honorable Hughes, a Senator-elect from the College of Engineering, has received 18 votes 
2. The Honorable Watt, a Senator-elect from the College of Business, has received 1 vote 

Therefore, the Honorable Hughes, having received a majority of the votes cast, is duly elected Speaker of 
the Senate for the 87th Session. 

 
7. ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS TO SPEAKER AND SENATORS 

Secretary Godoy said: We will now move into Agenda Item 6, administration of the Oath to the Speaker. 
I, The Secretary of the Senate, shall administer the oath to the Speaker. Please rise and raise your right hand 
and repeat after me: I, State your full name, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the 
Constitution of the Associated Students; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation 
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or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am 
about to enter. 
 
Speaker Hughes was sworn in as Speaker of the Senate. 
 
Secretary Godoy said: Senator Elects, it is my pleasure to welcome Speaker Hughes as the Speaker of the 
87th Senate Session. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We shall now move into agenda item 7: Administration of the Oath of Office to 
Senators. In front of you, you will find an oath of office certification. You will sign the oath and leave it on 
your table. A Secretary will come by and pick them up. Would the Senator-Elects please rise and raise your 
right hand and repeat after me: “I, State your full name, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support 
the Constitution of the Associated Students; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on 
which I am about to enter.” 
 
All Senators were sworn in as Senators for the 87th Session of Senate. 
 
Senator Hughes said: It is my pleasure to confirm and welcome the Senators of the 87th Senate Session for 
the Associated Students of the University of Nevada. Congratulations Senators. Now that a Speaker has 
been elected, I am seeking a motion for a ten-minute recess. 
 
Senator Westerman moved to recess until 6:41 pm.  
Senator Murphy seconded.  
Motion carried.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: We will reconvene at 6:41 pm in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers.  
 
Speaker Hughes reconvened the Senate meeting at 6:48 pm in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd Floor 
of the Joe Crowley Student Union and moved to roll call to re-establish quorum.  
 
Speaker Hughes and Senators Ahmed, Ampié, Banfer, Collins, D. Hall, Davenport, Donohue, Doyle, 
Harvey, J. Hall, Komanduri, Melchor, Murphy, Prempeh, Rogers, Romero, Supple, Veltre, Watt, 
Westerman, and Yang were present.  
A quorum was present.  
 
Speaker Hughes: Let’s take a minute to applaud President Martinez for buying us pizza for the long 
meeting.  
 

8. ELECTION OF THE SENATE OFFICERS 
The following Senate Officer positions were filled:  

a. Speaker Pro Tempore 
Speaker Hughes said: We will now move into agenda item 8a, the election of the Speaker Pro-
Tempore. The Speaker Pro-Tempore shall run Senate meetings in the Speaker’s absence, sit on 
the Committee on Oversight, oversee the Legislative Internship Program, and maintain the legacy 
box. I will now be accepting nominations from the floor for the position of Speaker Pro-Tempore. 
Nominations do not need a second; self-nominations are welcomed. To nominate someone please 
use the phrase: I nominate Senator [NAME] to the position of Speaker Pro-Tempore. 
Nominations are now in order. 
 
Senator Harvey nominated Senator Collins. 
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Senator Collins accepted. 
 
Senator Supple nominated Senator Doyle. 
Senator Doyle accepted. 
 
Senator Westerman nominated Senator Murphy. 
Senator Murphy accepted. 
 
Senator Komanduri nominated Senator Watt. 
Senator Watt accepted. 
 
There were no further nominations at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: There being no further nominations, nominations are now closed. Each 
nominee for the position of Speaker Pro-Tempore will be allowed five minutes to make a 
presentation before the Senate. A Secretary will be keeping time and give the nominee a one-
minute warning. At the conclusion of each presentation, each Senator may pose questions to the 
nominee for a maximum time of five minutes.  
 
When all nominees are completed, the voting for Speaker Pro Tempore will commence by roll call 
vote. Without any objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their 
nominations were made. The following Senators have been nominated for the position of Speaker 
Pro Tempore: 

1. Senator Collins, a Senator from the College of Science 
2. Senator Doyle, a Senator from the College of Liberal Arts 
3. Senator Murphy, a Senator from the College of Business 
4. Senator Watt, a Senator from the College of Business 

All nominees have been placed in nomination. Senator Collins, you are now recognized for your 
statement. 
 
Senator Collins said: Hello Senators! I am excited to work with you all this session and hopefully 
serve as your speaker pro tempore. I’d like to begin with my qualifications that I believe will assist 
me in fulfilling the duties of this position. As many of you may know, I served last session as a 
senator for the college of science as well as the chair for the committee on academics. Due to this 
position, I am now strongly capable of agendizing, posting agendas, organizing and running 
meetings, as well as speaking with constituents and administrators on campus, among many other 
skills that I learned in the process. I also was a legislative intern for the 85th session of ASUN. 
Having this firsthand experience of going through the internship myself allows me to better 
understand the program as a whole and how it should be structured. One of the duties as speaker 
pro tempore is to fill in for the speaker in the case of their absence, which I feel I am highly capable 
of doing since I have the experience of running my own meetings and posting agendas due to my 
previous position I held last session as the chair for the committee on academics. Within the SAS, 
a large majority of the duties that fall under the pro temp involve the planning, organizing, and 
executing the curriculum for the legislative internship program. I believe that previous speaker pro 
tempore Hughes did a great job with the internship program, so I plan to carry that through. I also 
had to opportunity to sit down with her to receive feedback on how to make the program even 
stronger. With that, as well as some of my own ideas, I was able to compile the following goals: 1. 
To ensure a successful and organized internship program, I plan to start working right away with 
the chief of staff as soon as they are appointed to jump start the planning process of hiring this 
session’s interns. 2. As a continuing project from last session, I plan to work with Nevada FIT to 
have an ASUN presence and to promote the internship program. This has been something that 
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has been in the works since the end of the 86th session, which I feel will be beneficial moving into 
this session for the position of speaker pro tempore. 3. I plan to receive feedback from all the 
senators to get a better understanding of what each of you would all like to accomplish with your 
interns in order to have a more structured “mentor-mentee” relationship. 4. As far as how the 
meetings for the interns will be run, I plan to start their training as soon as possible so that we can 
hold our meetings in the same format as a senate meeting. I will ensure the opportunity for each 
intern to be the speaker of the meeting. They will go through a training process similar to ours as 
well as have a “Senate How-To Manual” that I plan to prepare for all of them, that will basically 
show them how to write legislation, run a meeting, create agendas, and contact 
constituents/administrators. I also wish to bring in guest speakers to host training sessions and 
workshops. In addition, I also would like to create portfolios for each of the interns that would 
include things such as pieces of legislation that they write, any research they obtain, and anything 
else they work on throughout their time as interns. I am also open to any suggestions from any of 
you if I am chosen to hold this position. With all that in mind, I hope you all consider me as your 
next speaker pro tempore. Thank you. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the statement and will now move into questions and 
answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Supple asked: What specific changes did you have in mind for the legislative internship? 
 
Senator Collins said: I thought Speaker Hughes did an amazing job running the internship during 
the last session. After sitting down with Speaker Hughes, we discussed what should be changed 
about the legislative internship program. I would like to get the hiring process started and 
organized and working with the Chief of Staff earlier. 
 

Senator Ahmed left the room at 6:56 pm  
and re-entered the room at 6:56 pm.  

 
Speaker Hughes asked: Are there any further questions? 
 
Senator Yang asked: What do you hope will come out of the internship program? 
 
Senator Collins said: As an intern myself, President Martinez did a good job. My goal is to have 
interns move into the next step in ASUN by giving them what they need to know.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: Be sure to ask all nominees the same questions to get the same information.  
 
Senator Rogers asked: How will you assist the Speaker?  
 
Senator Collins said: I had to post agendas last session as the Chair for Academics. I am familiar 
with agendizing and in case Speaker Hughes cannot post the agenda, I can post it. I am confident 
in my ability to run meetings.  
 
Senator Westerman asked: How do you plan on holding Senators accountable in being involved 
in the internship program?  
 
Senator Collins asked: Do you mean holding interns responsible or Senators? 
 
Senator Westerman said: Senators. 
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Senator Collins said: By reaching out to Senators before hiring inters to see what they wanted to 
do with the interns. If Senate is not fulfilling their duties, I’m not afraid to sit down with them and 
tell them to do it. 
 
Senator D. Hall asked: How do you plan on matching interns and Senators?  
 
Senator Collins said: Since they aren’t being hired yet, I have time to think about it; that is a long 
way away. I have time to think about it. Some ideas I have in mind, when I was an intern with 
President Martinez, he gave the interns the opportunity to meet Senators. It was a speed dating 
type thing and interns write their top choices. I don’t want to base it off friendship. I want interns 
to be with someone that they will learn from and will choose based on who does that best. There 
are other ways. Speaker Hughes sent out surveys last year. As of now, I don’t have any concrete 
ideas right now.  
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Are there any further questions?  
 
There were no questions at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we will move onto the 
next presentation. 
 
Senator Collins said: Thank you. 
 

Senator Collins left the room at 6:58 pm.  
Senator Doyle entered the room at 6:59 pm.  

 
Senator Doyle said: Good Afternoon fellow senators and to the Associated Students of the 
University of Nevada. I am incredibly grateful to be joining you at this table as well as on this 
journey to create more opportunities for the students, faculty, staff and community of Reno. 
Although, I have met and grown close to many of you through the Legislative Internship, I would 
like to tell you all a little bit about myself. I have been a member of Leadership organizations since 
my freshman year of high school through programs like Student Council. My senior year I had the 
opportunity to lead a group of 30 students as a Junior Councilor for the Nevada Association of 
Student Councils; I was able to teach future leaders the ideals of service learning, organization, and 
team work as well as grow as an individual alongside the students. This past fall semester I had the 
honor of being an intern for the previous Speaker Pro Tempore, which helped me experience 
firsthand the dedication and skill it takes to create an immersive experience for the future of the 
Association. By being so close to the position, I was able to help coordinate meetings, gain 
knowledge regarding the Senator-Intern pairing process, and assisted with the administrative 
aspect of the Internship program. I also was able to help research various colleges regarding the 
pilot program for free Menstrual Hygiene products within University Bathrooms. As Speaker Pro 
Tempore I would want to be a resource not only for you as my fellow senators but also the future 
of the Association. As a member of the Committee on Oversight, I would work actively to call the 
various branches of ASUN to work at or above the capacity listed in the Statutes of the Associated 
Students. The description on the ASUN website for the Legislative Internship Program is “The 
Legislative Internship Program works to uphold that belief by creating interns who strive to 
improve ASUN and its institution by offering new, innovative ideas and by being dedicated to the 
issues and concerns of all.” The role of Speaker Pro Tempore is to provide the resources and 
motivation for the interns to pursue these new innovative ideas; if given the honor and 
responsibility I want to help the Interns go above and beyond that mission statement. I would 
expand the legislative internship program to include at least one presentation per week regarding 
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different aspects of Senate as well as different branches of ASUN. My goal is coordinate a group 
event between the senators and interns to produce a more cohesive body as well as a decorum for 
the exchange of ideas. With the help of all of you, I would create a detailed action plan for what 
our body wants to see the Interns accomplish and learn. As Speaker Pro Tempore I would work 
closely with the future chief of staff in order to vet the internship pool for the candidates most 
interested in the Legislative branch. I plan to meet with all of you as well as the interns one on one 
throughout the process in order to make the internship experience enriching for all parties 
involved. I would hope to pair senators and interns based on similar goals and legislation as well 
as similar Colleges. I plan to give the interns the skills necessary to succeed and fulfill the jobs we 
as senators leave for them in the Legacy Box. The end result would be program where not only 
every intern experiences equity but also knows the necessary skills to expand equity to the rest of 
the Association. Thank you so much for this opportunity and I look forward to building the future 
of ASUN with all of you one intern, one resolution, and one resource at a time. 
 

Senator Ahmed left the room at 7:03 pm 
and Senator Ahmed re-entered at 7:03 pm. 

 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the statement and will now move into questions and 
answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Prempeh asked: What was the biggest issue from the previous session?  
 
Senator Doyle said: We did not have enough meetings and I wish we had been given more 
presentations for a better understanding of ASUN.  
 
Senator Westerman said: How will you ensure accountability from Senators? 
 
Senator Doyle said: Last session created a new outreach program that is based on meaningful 
interactions. I want interns to attend those alongside Senators and they will accumulate points if 
they are not doing that.  
 
Senator D. Hall said: I asked this to the previous person as well but how do you plan on matching 
the interns?  
 
Senator Doyle said: I plan to match interns and Senators based on their legislative goals and the 
colleges they are in. Many people within the same colleges will have a lot of the same goals. I would 
use those two factors to help pair interns and Senators. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Are there any further questions?  
 
Senator Yang asked: What do you hope interns learn from the internship?  
 
Senator Doyle said: I hope the interns gain knowledge of equity and how to expand their equity in 
daily life. If you become an ASUN member, you should know how to better serve students and 
constituents. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Are there any further questions? 
 
Senator Harvey asked: How would you collaborate with the Speaker? 
 
Senator Doyle asked: To clarify, do you mean in the absence of the Speaker? 
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Senator Harvey said: Yes.  
 
Senator Doyle said: In the absence of the Speaker, I would hope to before the absence work on 
how to agendize, facilitate, and discuss the notes from the training. Also working in Oversight to 
make sure the Chairs are working together to ensure I can fulfill the role of the Speaker almost as 
well as the Speaker herself. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Are there any further questions at this time? 
 
There were no further questions at this time.  
 

Senator Doyle left the room 7:07 pm.  
 
Speaker Hughes: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we will move onto the next 
presentation. 
 

Senator Murphy entered the room 7:08 pm.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: Senator Murphy, you are now recognized for your statement. 
 
Senator Murphy said: Good evening fellow Senators. As most of you know, my name is Keegan 
Murphy and I am pleased to announce that I am seeking to serve you as the next Speaker Pro 
Tempore of the 87th Session of the ASUN Senate. I can’t help but think of the meaningful 
meetings I have had with many of you these past few weeks when I think of the definitions of 
passion and success. I believe that my passion for the success of others makes me the ideal 
candidate that can elevate each and every single one of your experiences here in the ASUN Senate. 
As I look back on the experiences that have shaped and prepared more for this position, I’m taken 
back to high school where it all started. Having served in Student Council and in the Future 
Business Leaders of America for 4 years, I have facilitated professional meetings and have 
practiced the laws of parliamentary procedures and Roberts Rules of Order, traveling as far as 
Atlanta, Georgia to share my passion for order and professionalism. Those experiences along with 
my passion for civic engagement prepared me to serve this past year in ASUN as a Legislative 
Intern. I have learned and have grown so much as a leader, from attending almost every Senate 
Meeting, to working on legislation and ADA projects within this past year, and I want to share 
these experiences with all of you and to my constituents. With my experiences and passion for 
people, I believe I am well prepared to take on the duties of Speaker Pro Tempore of the Senate. 
The Speaker Pro Tempore’s duties are outlined on page 20 and 21 of the Statutes of the Associated 
Students. They include the duties of but are not limited to: serving the Senate in the case of the 
absence of the Speaker, sitting on the Senate Standing Committee of Oversight, serving as the 
oversight and a liaison to the Legislative Interns, overseeing the application, resignation, and 
planning the curriculum process of the legislative interns, and for the curation of the Senate Legacy 
Box. One of my main focuses would be to create more concrete infrastructure for the Legislative 
Internship. I want to work with the new Chief of Staff to ensure more ardent and passionate 
interns are placed into the Legislative Internship program, so they are more confident to be a 
Senator, if that is something they choose to pursue. After meeting with previous Speaker Pro 
Tempore Savannah Hughes many times over this year and past few weeks, I want to expand off 
of the previous combination of education and experience-based learning to create more 
meaningful and ingrained lessons to better prepare Interns in ASUN. Like the previous Speaker 
Pro Tempore, I want to see through to the individual objectives of each interns as well as the 
integration of the set curriculum in the SAS to ensure more associative objectives. I would do this 
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by meeting with each intern on a personal basis, as well as establishing ground rules at the first 
meeting of the year in order to keep decorum. Some more broad goals in this position relating to 
the SAS and my passions include better utilization of the Legacy Box. Each Senator in my mind 
should be responsible for submitting an abridgement of their term before they leave as well as all 
legislation and valuable meeting notes to be accessed be future Senators. I think in order to create 
a more equitable Senate for the future, it would be beneficial for us to share our resources as points 
of reference. My last goal and perhaps the one I am most passionate about would be to see the 
reformation of the ASUN election process. I had a successful meeting with Daniel Little, Director 
of Elections, this past Monday, and am excited to move forward with reforming this process. 
Removing campaign barriers ensure a more equitable Senate, especially for nontraditional, first 
generation, and freshman students. Preparing the next senate is one of the main goals of Speaker 
Pro Tempore. By shaping my passion into helping others through this position, I believe I am the 
most qualified to lead a successful internship program and to share my experiences with all of you. 
I am also confident in my ability to step in for the Speaker in time of absence. I hope you all see 
the passion and attention to detail I have for a position like this and for ASUN in general, and I 
hope I can be a strong voice for you as the next Speaker Pro Tempore of the 87th Session of the 
ASUN Senate. Thank you! 

 
Senator Rogers left the room at 7:12 pm. 

 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the statement and will now move into questions and 
answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Komanduri asked: As a previous member of the legislative internship, how do you plan 
on improving it? 
 
Senator Murphy said: I would improve it by making it more professional. Robert’s Rules is 
practiced but it’s loosely followed, and I want to take it seriously. I would have Senators work with 
interns on writing legislation. Incoming Senators need to know how to write legislation.  
 
Senator Westerman asked: How will you hold Senators accountable? 
 
Senator Murphy said: I printed out parts of the SAS. On page twenty and twenty-one it is the duty 
of the Speaker Pro Tempore to manage the interns. According to the Senate rules there will be 
collaboration between the Speaker, Speaker Pro Tempore, and the Senate Secretary. If there is 
continued no collaboration between a Senator and their intern I will most likely talk with the 
Speaker and the Senate Secretary to determine an appropriate allocation of points. 
 

Senator Rogers entered the room at 7:14 pm.  
 
Senator D. Hall asked: How would you reform the application process? 
 
Senator Murphy said: The application for the legislative internship is done by the Chief of Staff. I 
have some ideas to reform it. There is a disconnect from the beginning and there should be a space 
to write a paragraph for each position they want in the internship to better match interns and 
Senators. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Are there any further questions? 
 
Senator Yang asked: How do you plan on matching interns to Senators? 
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Senator Murphy said: In the past there have been really good ideas and I would like to stick with 
those and possibly add to it. I would like the interns to take the personality test and see how they 
compare to the Senators since the Senators have already taken the test. I would also create a survey 
for the interns and the Senators to fill out to see what everyone is passionate about. If an intern is 
passionate about sustainability, they can be paired with a Senator who is passionate about 
sustainability. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Are there any further questions? If there are no further questions for the 
nominee, we will move onto the next presentation. 
 

Senator Murphy left the room 7:16 pm. 
Senator Watt entered the room 7:16 pm. 

 
Senator Watt said: I have already talked about my missions and morals in my previous presentation, 
but I will reiterate a few of them right now. My first pillar is accountability. I talked about much in 
regard to this for Speaker and it is similar to Speaker Pro Tempore. I was an executive intern and 
I do not have some of the other experiences other candidates have had. I feel I can provide a 
different perspective on the internship. I would like to implement more professionalism into the 
internship. As an intern, I learned how to send emails, facilitating discussions, professional dress, 
and a lot of things you will see in your future workplace. A lot of what is done in the legislative 
internship is about Senate and government, but I think it should focus on preparing futures leaders 
for a part in the Association. I would be not only keeping the interns accountable for their work, 
but also keeping the Senators accountable for how they will be mentoring the interns. A way I 
want to do that is discussing what the Senators want to do with their interns and have a certain 
amount of hours that they must meet with their interns. As an intern, I only had to do one hour. 
I know that Senators have more responsibility in their day to day lives as well so I will be expecting 
more out of the interns. Another one of my pillars was outreach. I think the interns should have 
to do some outreach hours since the Senators do them as well. My last pillar was integrity. I would 
like to have honest discussions with the Senators about how mentoring the interns is going and 
how they well think the interns are being monitored. Once again, I am a Senator for the Colle of 
Business and I hope you take my points into account. Thank you. 
 

Senator Rogers left the room at 7:19 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the statement and will now move into questions and 
answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Westerman asked: I asked this to the other candidates as well. How will you keep the 
Senators accountable? 
 
Senator Watt said: I plan to use some of the techniques Matt Dutcher, who ran the executive 
internship, used. I think having the physical to-do sheet in front of the Senators will really keep 
them accountable. I would be making the Senators checklists. I want to see certain things being 
done with the interns and I want them to be learning certain things. I would be meeting with the 
Senators one-on-one and in groups with the Senators and the interns to make sure your duties as 
a mentor are being fulfilled. 
 
Senator Supple asked: How would you keep interns accountable? 
 
Senator Watt said: I was not a legislative intern. My experience was the facilitator of the internship 
had weekly meetings with the interns. I would want to put all the interns in a room at one time 
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each week to talk about what is getting done. I would have the interns meet with the Senators 
before Fridays and have their intern meetings on Fridays. I would start the discussion by talking 
about what the interns have been working on with their Senators. I also mentioned having the 
interns do outreach hours. I would make sure they talk to their classmates about what they want 
to see done by the Association. 
 
Senator Melchor asked: Do you have any ideas for what would be on the to-do list? 
 
Senator Watt said: I was an intern for Carissa Bradley this past session. We were all required to do 
at least one event or initiative. It was just something that could be planned together for the school 
or the community. Whether that be cleaning up the park or setting up an event with other Senators 
as outreach. I would expect the Senators to plan something with their interns. The Senators would 
also have to meet weekly with their interns because I think the most effective form of 
communication is face to face. There is a lot of specifics in the SAS for what the interns should 
learn such as writing bills and resolutions. I would have the Senators do at least one event or 
outreach with your intern. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Are there any further questions? 
 
Senator Ampié asked: How would you pair the interns to a Senator? 
 
Senator Watt said: I know we have not done this yet, but I am a firm believer in the color test. 
There is a specific color test that I would have all the interns do to match personality types. I would 
pair the Senators with the opposite personality. I did this when I was student council president 
and I found it was effective to not only mentor someone with a conflicting personality type, but 
to understand that personality type as well. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: There being no further nominees for the position of Speaker Pro-Tempore, 
we shall now go into a general debate from the floor. It has been customary for Senator-Elects to 
consider the character, professional competence, physical or mental health, or other matters 
permissible under NRS 241.033. However, this process is not binding on the Senate. Is there any 
general debate from the floor? 
 

Senator Watt left the room at 7:25 pm. 
Senator Rogers entered the room at 7:26 pm. 

 
Senator Ahmed said: I liked how Senator Murphy met with me prior to the convening of the 
session to ask about my experience in the internship program. I also liked how he mentioned the 
legacy box. 
 
Senator Westerman said: I appreciated Senator Murphy’s specificity. I appreciate that he went into 
depth about Nevada Box because it is an important thing. 
 
Senator Komanduri said: I agree with Senator Ahmed. Senator Murphy took the time to meet with 
me as well. The handout Senator Murphy provided shows how dedicated he would be to the 
position. 
 
Senator Rogers said: Senator Murphy already met with me about my goals and projects started in 
the last session. He has helped me a lot and he would be a good resource as Speaker Pro Tempore. 
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Senator D. Hall said: Senator Collins is experienced in ASUN, but Senator Murphy is more fit for 
the position. I think his personality is better suited for the position. 
 
Senator Prempeh said: Senator Murphy was the most prepared and showed the most initiative. He 
met with several Senators before the convening. Senator Murphy was very passionate about 
hearing my goals. 
 
Senator Supple said: Each candidate had similar goals and the same drive. Senator Murphy stands 
out since he mentioned the legacy box. Senator Murphy also me with me about my goals. The 
handout Senator Murphy provided was helpful. 
 
Senator Veltre said: Senator Murphy took initiative to reach out to the College of Business Senators 
as well. He wanted to know how he could improve the College of Business. 
 
Senator Harvey said: Senator Murphy and Senator Watt both brought up the use of a personality 
test to pair Senators with interns. I thought it was a creative idea. 
 
Senator Banfer said: Regarding the personality test idea, I liked how Senator Watt wanted to pair 
opposite personality types. As Senators we can learn how to cooperate with someone who does 
not think the same way as we do 
 
Senator Yang said: I liked the color personality test, however, I liked that Senator Murphy said he 
would pair interns with Senator based on goals and interests. I believe it has the potential to create 
effective results and get legislation turning. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Is there any discussion on Senator Collins and Senator Doyle? 
 
Senator Rogers said: I was not on Senator Collins’ committee, but I have heard amazing things. 
She never fails to inspire people on her committee to push things or show up or help when she 
needs it. I know if she became Speaker Pro Tempore that would be an amazing transition for her. 
 
Senator Westerman said: Senator Doyle is very passionate about the internship program. I want 
an intern with him last fall and he was extremely motivated. If he were to be elected, he wants to 
make sure that the interns have the opportunity to help with legislation. 
 
Senator Veltre said: Senator Doyle showed outgoingness and he was not afraid to ask questions. 
 
Senator Yang said: I believe Senator Collins if appointed as Speaker Pro Tempore would be very 
qualified because she has been a part of ASUN for three years now. She has perspective on the 
internship program, what it is like to be a Senator, as well as a chair. I believe it would be a very 
smooth transition. 
 
Senator Supple said: Senator Doyle has almost always been in leadership positions and it has shown 
a lot of initiative. He is now writing a resolution and came up with a lot of plans for the legislative 
internship that I would like the see implemented. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Is there any further discussion at this time?  
There was no further discussion at this time.  
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Speaker Hughes said: There being no further debate, we have concluded. Those responding to 
their names will indicate by the nominee’s last name of their choice. A Secretary will now call the 
roll. 
 
A roll call vote was taken: 

• Senator Collins: 3 votes 

• Senator Doyle: 0 votes 

• Senator Murphy: 13 votes 

• Senator Watt: 0 votes 

• Abstentions: Senators Rogers and Donohue 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Motion is carried in favor of appointing Senator Murphy to the position of 
the Speaker Pro-Tempore. I am seeking a motion to approve the appointment of Senator Murphy 
to the position of the Speaker Pro-Tempore. 
 
Senator Supple moved to appoint of Senator Murphy to the position of Speaker Pro Tempore.  
Senator Westerman seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
Motion carries. 
 

Senators Collins, Doyle, Murphy, and Watt entered the room at 7:37 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Senators, it is my pleasure to announce Senator Murphy as the Speaker Pro-
Tempore for the 87th Senate Session. Congratulations Senator Murphy.  
 

b. Parliamentarian 
Speaker Hughes said: We will now move into agenda item 8b, appointing a Parliamentarian. The 
Parliamentarian shall serve as an expert in rules of order and the proper procedures for the conduct 
of meetings of deliberative assemblies. The Parliamentarian shall also assists the Senate in the 
drafting and interpretation of bylaws and of Roberts’ Rules of Order, and the planning and conduct 
of meetings. I will now be accepting nominations from the floor for the position of 
Parliamentarian. Nominations do not need a second; self-nominations are welcomed. To nominate 
someone please use the phrase: I nominate Senator [NAME] to the position of Parliamentarian. 
Nominations are now in order. 
 
Senator Westerman nominated Senator Watt.  
Senator Watt accepted the nomination.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: There being no further nominations, nominations are now closed. Each 
nominee for the position of Parliamentarian will be allowed five minutes to make a presentation 
before the Senate. A Secretary will be keeping time and give the nominee a one-minute warning. 
At the conclusion of each presentation, each Senator may pose questions to the nominee for a 
maximum time of five minutes. When all nominees are completed, I will appoint a Parliamentarian 
subject to the majority approval of the Senate per the Statutes of the Associated Students I.101.7 
(Title I, Chapter 101, and Section 7). Are there any questions? 
 
There were no questions at this time.  
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Speaker Hughes said: Seeing no questions, we shall move into Nominee Presentations. Without 
any objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. 
The following Senators have been nominated for the position of Parliamentarian: 

1. Senator Watt, a Senator from the College of Business 
Senator Watt, you are now recognized for your statement. 
 
Senator Watt said: The nomination was an unexpected, but welcome. I did not put much though 
into it, but I do not think that I am not qualified. I have a firm grasp on Roberts Rules and bylaws. 
I can help Speaker Hughes making meeting agendas and reviewing minutes. I would like to serve 
as someone who can keep the Senator in check. I appreciate the nomination Senator Westerman. 
I do not have much prepared, but I hope that what I have said in the past two presentations give 
you an idea what I am about. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the statement and will now move into questions and 
answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator D. Hall asked: Since you were not expecting the nomination, will you carry on with the 
position of Parliamentarian if you were chosen? 
 
Senator Watt said: Yes. I am not shy at putting down the hammer sometimes. I know this role is 
to keep the Senators in check and accountable. They have a set of standards that need to be 
followed and I will become proficient in those standards. 
 
Senator Supple said: As per the SAS Parliamentarian shall, in the absence of the Secretary or 
inability of the Secretary to discharge the Secretary’s duties, make a roll of the Senators-elect before 
the first meeting of the following session of the Senate and place thereon the names of those 
persons, and of such persons only. Following that, do you think you will be able to complete those 
duties? 
 
Senator Watt said: I have served as a secretary before and I am not new to creating minutes. If that 
is asked of me, I believe that I can do it. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: What experience do you have with Robert’s Rules?  
 
Senator Watt said: I was expected to know Robert’s Rules in high school. Facilitating those 
meetings in the roles she was in, she made sure the people in her student government were 
following them. I am not proficient currently, but I will work to become proficient. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Seeing no further nominations, we shall now move into Appointment. 
Pending the approval of the Senate Body, I appoint Senator Watt, a Senator from the College of 
Business as Parliamentarian for the 87th Session. We will now move into a roll call vote to confirm 
Senator Watt.  
 
A roll call vote was taken:  

• Aye: Ahmed, Ampié, Banfer, Collins, D. Hall, Davenport, Donohue, Doyle, Harvey, J. 
Hall, Komanduri, Melchor, Murphy, Prempeh, Rogers, Romero, Supple, Veltre, 
Westerman, Yang 

• Nay: none 

• Abstentions: none  
Motion carried. 
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Speaker Hughes said: Motion is carried in favor of appointing Senator Watt to the position of the 
Parliamentarian. Senators, it is my pleasure to announce Senator Watt as the Parliamentarian for 
the 87th Senate Session. Congratulations Senator Watt.  
 

9. CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS 

a. Committee to Notify the President 
Speaker Hughes said: Seeing that the President is in the gallery, we shall skip to Agenda Item 10, 
as President Martinez is now informed that the Senate is organized and is ready to proceed with 
business. 
 

b. Notifying the President of the Election of the Speaker  
 

10. ADOPTION OF THE RULES OF THE SENATE 
Speaker Hughes said: I am seeking a recess and reconvene at 7:51 pm. 
 
Senator Yang moved to recess for five minutes and return 7:51 pm by unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried. No dissent; motion carried.  
 
Speaker Hughes reconvened the Senate meeting at 7:56 pm in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd Floor 
of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretaries, Andrea Godoy and Bre Czerlanis and Legislative 
Clerk Brooke Hansen.  
Roll call to reestablish quorum:  
Speaker Hughes and Senators Ahmed, Ampié, Banfer, Collins, D. Hall, Davenport, Donohue, Doyle, 
Harvey, J. Hal, Komanduri, Melchor, Murphy, Prempeh, Rogers, Romero, Supple, Veltre, Watt, 
Westerman, and Yang were present.  
 
A quorum was present. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: The next order of business is Agenda Item 10, Adoption of the Rules of the Senate. 
I’m seeking a motion to adopt the Rules of the Senate. 
 
Senator Prempeh moved to approve the Rules of Senate. 
Senator Rogers seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time, the body moved to a vote.  
Motion carried.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: The Rules of the Senate for the 87th Senate Session have been adopted. 

 
11. DISPOSITION OF VACANT SEATS 

Speaker Hughes said: We shall move into the next order of business, Agenda Item 11, Disposition of 
Vacant Seats as delivered by Senate Rule II(c) of the Rules of the Senate. 
 
Secretary Godoy said: Three seats are hereby declared vacant. One for the College of Liberal Arts and two 
for the College of Science.    
 
Speaker Hughes said: The open seats shall be filled in accordance with Senate Rule II.c. An advertisement 
shall be placed in the Nevada Sagebrush for at least two consecutive issues, and the successful applicants 
shall be placed on the Senate agenda for a future meeting. 
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12. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND SENATORS TO COMMITTEES 

Speaker Hughes said: The next order of business is agenda item 12: Appointment of Chairs and Senators 
to Committees. The Senate shall elect a chair to each Standing Committee:  

1. Senate Committee on Academics 
2. Senate Committee on Budget and Finance 
3. Senate Committee on Civic Engagement 
4. Senate Committee on Government Operations 
5. Senate Committee on Public Affairs 
6. Senate Committee on University Affairs 
7. Special Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness 

Each nominee for the Chair will be allowed three minutes to make a presentation before the Senate. A 
secretary will be keeping time and will give the nominees a one-minute warning. At the conclusion of each 
presentation, each Senator may pose questions to the nominee for a maximum time of five minutes. During 
the interview, only clarification questions are allowed as follow-up. To ask please state, “Point of 
Clarification” and state your question. While it is the customary practice that nominees for a Chair position 
are not present in the Ballroom during the consideration of the other nominees and during the vote, 
pursuant to the Nevada Open Meeting Law and the parliamentary authority, the Senate may not require 
the nominees to leave the Ballroom during the consideration of the nominees. Also, each Senator is entitled 
to cast a vote for a Chair. When all nominees are completed for each Chair position, the voting for that 
Chair will commence by roll call vote. Nominations will be accepted from the floor for each Committee 
individually. Nominations do not need a second; self-nominations are welcomed. To nominate someone 
please use the phrase: I nominate The Senator [NAME] to be Chair of the Senate Committee on 
[COMMITTEE NAME]. 
 

a. Academics 
Speaker Hughes said: I will now be accepting nominations from the floor for the Senate 
Committee on Academics. Nominations are now in order. 
 
Senator Collins nominated Senator Harvey 
Senator Harvey accepted. 
 
Senator Rogers nominated Senator Collins.  
Senator Collins declined the nomination.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without 
objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. 
The following have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on Academics. 

1.  Senator Harvey, from the College of Liberal Arts 
All nominees have been placed in nomination. 
Before commencing with the first nominee presentation, are there any questions? 
There were no questions at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: Senator Harvey, you are now recognized for your three-minute presentation. 
 
Senator Harvey said: Good evening senators. For those of you who do not yet know me, my name 
is Lauren Harvey and I would be honored to chair for the Committee on Academics for the 87th 
session of ASUN. For as long as I can remember academics have been my highest priority. As a 
student and lifelong learner I believe that chairing this committee would be a perfect fit for me 
and that I am well qualified for this position. Last year, I graduated high school as the salutatorian 
of my class and currently I am a dual major in the College of Liberal Arts. In addition to my 
academics I have a variety of leadership experiences. In high school, I captained two athletic teams 
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while serving as president of two school clubs. In college I have worked as a tutor for the 
university’s Upward Bound program and have participated in the ASUN internship program as an 
executive intern. I also have great time management skills which I believe will augment my abilities 
as chair because I will ensure that agendas are written and posted in ample time, deadlines are met, 
and committee reports are delivered adequately. In addition to my qualifications I am also 
passionate about improving the academic experience for all students. After brainstorming ideas to 
implement within the committee and reviewing the strategic plan No Walls 2025, I have come up 
with several target goals for my potential term. The first of these is to establish a collaborative 
relationship with each committee member. I plan to maintain accountability within the committee 
by working with members to create a contract detailing the responsibilities of all members 
throughout the year. I would also have members create their own goals for the upcoming session 
and delegate liaison positions in accordance with those goals to uphold efficiency in the committee. 
In alliance with my campaign goals, I also intend to provide more research opportunities to 
underrepresented majors by collaborating with the director of the Office of Undergraduate 
Research and departments in need of research projects. After meeting with the previous chair, I 
also expect to continue several initiatives that have already been introduced such as working to 
implement a 24 hour study space in the library, promoting submissions to the Nevada State 
Undergraduate Research Journal, collaborating with the provost to combine classroom access 
codes, and contacting the university tutoring centers to encourage expanding topics available for 
tutoring. And finally, I intend to allot sufficient time to creating the foundation of the new ASUN 
Transfer Student Scholarship by advertising the scholarship and selecting recipients. As a student 
and now senator I am dedicated to the betterment of our campus and as such I hope you will 
consider me for the opportunity to serve as the chair for academics. Thank you. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the three-minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Supple asked: I know you are very passionate about academics and how much will you 
voice your opinion when legislation is going through your committee. 
 
Senator Harvey said: Although I am passionate about academics, I do not think voicing my opinion 
about it all the time is the best way to portray that passion. I want to make sure all the committee 
members feel at home with what they are doing. I would make sure their interests are in line with 
their liaison positions. 
 
Senator Melchor asked: Would the 24/7 study space only be in the Mathewson-IGT Knowledge 
Center or other libraries on campus as well? 
 
Senator Harvey said: With the work that has already begun for the Mathewson-IGT Knowledge 
Center I would start with that. If we are able to successfully implement that then move on to the 
other libraries on campus.  
 
Senator Melchor asked: Would you consider having the Wolf Shop be open 24 hours as well? 
 
Senator Harvey said: Yes, I know the Wolf Shop closes early as of now. I think that would be more 
difficult to implement since it is run differently from the libraries. That would be a second step 
after the libraries and the next goal maybe. The DC Store is open till midnight or 1:00 am during 
the weekdays. If we could implement something to have that open later that would be something 
they could move forward on and be more manageable. 
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Speaker Hughes said: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded and 
will move into discussion.  
 

Senator Harvey left the room at 8:07 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes: It has been customary for the body to consider the character, professional 
competence, physical or mental health, or other matters permissible under NRS 241.033. Under 
NRS 241.031, the election may not be closed. When the body has concluded its deliberations, it 
may approve the nominations, reject the nominations, or take no action. We shall now go into a 
general debate from the floor. 
 
Senator Supple said: The other day me, Senator Doyle, Senator Westerman, and Senator Harvey 
talked about their goals. She had many goals for the Committee on Academics, and I think she 
would be a great fit. 
 
Senator D. Hall said: I also agree. I talked to Senator Harvey about her goals for the Committee 
on Academics. I think if she gets appointed it would be very great for the Committee. 
 
Senator Doyle said: Just to build off the meeting that occurred Senator Harvey talked about 
creating an action plan for the Committee on Academics. She appears to be super organized and 
ready to get going on this Committee.  
 
Senator Yang said: I think it is important that Senator Harvey has a strong background in 
academics. It shows her dedication and passion toward academics. I liked how she pointed out 
that it is not always necessary for her to voice her passion and it shows that she wants to spark 
that passion in the people sitting on the Committee on Academics. 
 
Senator Supple said: I also think it is important to note that Senator Harvey is a first-generation 
student. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Is there any further discussion? There being no further debate, we have 
concluded. I am seeking a motion to approve the appointment of Senator Harvey to the Chair for 
Senate Committee on Academics. 
 
Senator Yang moved to approve Senator Harvey as the Chair for the Committee on Academics. 
Senator Prempeh seconded.  
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a roll call vote.  

• Ayes: Ahmed, Ampié, Banfer, Collins, D. Hall, Davenport, Donohue, Doyle, J. Hall, 
Komanduri, Melchor, Murphy, Prempeh, Rogers, Romero, Supple, Veltre, Watt, 
Westerman, Yang  

• Nay: none 

• Abstentions: none 
Motion carried.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: The Body has elected Senator Harvey to the Chair for Senate Committee on 
Academics. 
 

Senator Harvey entered the room at 8:11 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Congratulations Senator Harvey. 
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b. Budget and Finance 
Speaker Hughes said: Now I will be accepting nominations from the floor for the Senate 
Committee on Budget and Finance. Nominations do not need a second; self-nominations are 
welcomed. To nominate someone please use the phrase: I nominate The Senator [NAME] to be 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Budget and Finance. Nominations are now in order. 
 
Senator Murphy nominated Senator Prempeh.  
Senator Prempeh accepted. 
 
There were no further nominations at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without 
objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. 
The following have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on Budget and 
Finance.  

1. Senator Prempeh, from the College of Division of Health Sciences 
All nominees have been placed in nomination. 
 
Senator Doyle asked: Are we allowed to approve chairs by unanimous consent? 
 
Secretary Godoy said: Roll call votes are better.  
 
Dr. Beattie said: Roll call votes are better for the record.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: Senator Prempeh., you are now recognized for your three-minute 
presentation. 
 
Senator Prempeh said: Hello everyone, my name is William Prempeh and I am a Senator for the 
College of Community Health Sciences. Some background information about myself, I am a 
sophomore majoring in Public Health with a minor in Business Administration and I am hoping 
to go into Healthcare administration after college. Since coming to the University of Nevada, Reno, 
I have been involved on campus in a number of different ways. I have held numerous chair 
positions as well as an executive position for my Greek organization. After my first chair position 
in my chapter, I was voted Chairman of the Year in 2018. I also served as a Legislative intern for 
the 86th Session of ASUN. Through this, I had the opportunity to learn more about the 
Association. Additionally, I am a member of the Public Health Coalition. To dive into it, I would 
like to serve as this Chair for the 87th session because during my ASUN internship, I sat in on 
Budget and Finance Committee meetings weekly. I was able to see firsthand financial reviews being 
conducted, legislation through this committee being discussed, and the dialogue between this 
committee and Senator Grant. Some goals I have for this position are to continue the trend of 
simplified budgets. I believe it is important for any student to be able to look at our ASUN budget 
and understand what ASUN is, what we do, and how we do it. Transparency is critical to our 
constituents, especially when it comes to our budget. The students should be able to find out at 
any time where their money is going and what exactly they are paying for. Another goal I have if 
elected, is to utilize my committee as much as I can. With every person engaging and asking 
questions during meeting we can have more perspectives and ideas when it comes to financial 
reviews and reading through whatever legislation goes through the committee. My last goal is to 
not only gain a better understanding of the business model of the Wolfshop, but to build a better 
and more transparent relationship between the Wolfshop and ASUN, more specifically, the Budget 
and Finance Committee. I would also like to implement a new way for the Committee to conduct 
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financial reviews. If a certain department was coming into a Budget and Finance meeting for a 
financial review, I would want the committee to review the summary of that department from the 
previous year in order to gain more context of what is going on within that department. For 
example, if the Sound and Lights Department came in for a financial review, the meeting prior to 
that, I would like to go over the financial review summary for Sound and Lights from the previous 
year. I would want to do this to ensure that the committee is comfortable asking more questions 
and being more engaged in conversation because they would have that background information. 
This position comes with a bit of a learning curve and I believe I have the drive to spend those 
extra hours in ASUN every week to not only bring up myself, but my committee as well, and I 
hope to use this drive if elected as the next Chair of the Budget and Finance committee. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the three-minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Doyle asked: Have you met with Director Rodriguez yet? 
 
Senator Prempeh said: Yes. After I met with Hayden Grant, I met with Director Rodriguez. 
 
Senator Doyle asked: How did the meeting go? 
 
Senator Prempeh said: It went very well. Director Rodriguez was able to breakdown the budget 
for me. She talked about what issues previous chairs have had in the past and what she would like 
to see moving forward. Walking in, I had no idea how to read the budget and leaving that meeting 
I am able to explain it. 
 
Senator Melchor said: One of your responsibilities is to set a deadline for professors to submit 
their textbooks to the Wolfshop. I have been personally struggling with those. How will you make 
professors responsible for submitting textbooks? 
 
Senator Prempeh said: To be completely honest, I am not an expert in setting deadline for 
professors. However, I will meet with Director Rodriguez and previous chairs to see what went 
wrong and use that to moving forward. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Are there any further questions? 
 
Senator Veltre said: When I spoke to Director Rodriguez, she said this chair position is very 
stressful. How do you plan on coping with the stress? 
 
Senator Prempeh said: I believe that the best way to deal with stress is time management and 
allocating the right amount of time to this position. I understand that reading this budget of over 
two million dollars can be stressful. I believe meeting with Director Rodriguez to talk to her about 
it and to better understand the budget will ease the stress. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: For clarification, Senator Melchor what part of the governing documents 
were you referencing? 
 
Senator Melchor said: Yours. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Mine? 
 
Senator Melchor said: The one you sent me. 
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Speaker Hughes asked: Was it the Statutes of the Associated Students? 
 
Senator Melchor: It was the How to Understand Senate one that was sent through Outlook. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Are there further questions at this time?  
There were no further questions. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded and 
will move into general debate from the floor. It has been customary for the body to consider the 
character, professional competence, physical or mental health, or other matters permissible under 
NRS 241.033. Under NRS 241.031, the election may not be closed. When the body has concluded 
its deliberations, it may approve the nominations, reject the nominations, or take no action. We 
shall now go into a general debate from the floor. 
 

Senator Prempeh left the room at 8:19 pm. 
 
Senator Collins said: I commend Senator Prempeh for taking the action to meet with Director 
Rodriguez and know what the Committee on Budget and Finance does. I like how he has the idea 
of changing financial reviews and looking at what was done in previous years. 
 
Senator Murphy said: When I met with Senator Prempeh he was big about transparency and 
creating more simplified budget for students. I think that is important to consider when thinking 
about electing him to this position. 
 
Senator Yang said: I think it is awesome to hear he was part of the legislative internship and got 
exposure to the Committee on Budget and Finance so he knows what is going on and will 
transition well into this position. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Is there any further discussion at this time?  
There was no discussion.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: I am seeking a motion to approve the appointment of Senator Prempeh to 
the Chair for Senate Committee on Budget and Finance. 
 
Senator Banfer moved to approve Senator Prempeh as the Chair for the Committee on Budget 
and Finance.  
Senator Supple seconded 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a roll call vote. 

• Aye: Ahmed, Ampié, Banfer, Collins, D. hall, Davenport, Donohue, Doyle, Harvey, J. 
Hall, Komanduri, Melchor, Murphy, Rogers, Romero, Supple, Veltre, Watt, Westerman 
Yang 

• Nay: none 

• Abstentions: none 

Motion carried. 
 

Senator Prempeh entered the room at 8:22 pm.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: The Body has elected Senator Prempeh to be the Chair for Senate 
Committee on Budget and Finance. Congratulations Senator Prempeh.  
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c. Civic Engagement 

Speaker Hughes said: Now I will be accepting nominations from the floor for the Senate 
Committee on Civic Engagement. Nominations do not need a second; self-nominations are 
welcomed. To nominate someone please use the phrase: I nominate The Senator [NAME] to be 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Civic Engagement. Nominations are now in order. 
 
Senator Yang nominated Senator Banfer.  
Senator Banfer accepted.  
 
Senator Westerman nominated Senator Doyle. 
Senator Doyle accepted. 
 
There were no further nominations at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without 
objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. 
The following have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on Civic Engagement.  

1. Senator Banfer, from the College of Engineering 
2. Senator Doyle, from the College of Liberal Arts 

All nominees have been placed in nomination. Nominees, we recommend for you to leave the 
Ballroom during the interview portion, however you are entitled to stay according to Nevada 
Revised Statues. Before commencing with the first nominee presentation, are there any questions? 
 
There were no questions at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: Seeing that there are no questions, we will move into the presentation of 
nominees. Please bring to the Ballroom Senator Banfer from the College of Engineering.  
 

Senator Doyle left the room at 8:24 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Senator Banfer, you are now recognized for your three-minute presentation. 
 
Senator Banfer said: Good evening President Martinez, Vice President Flangas, Speaker, and 
fellow Senators. My name is Ava Banfer and I am a Senator for the College of Engineering running 
for Chairperson of the Committee on Civic Engagement. The Committee promotes being civically 
engaged to its students through projects designed to interest students in community service and 
activism, both of which are very important to me. Engaged activism is defined by each person’s 
need to voice their beliefs. No one needs to be well-versed and invested in every topic, but it 
benefits us and the community to be involved. As a leader of the university community, it is 
important that I reflect the core values of civic engagement. Community involvement has always 
been a large part of my life. In high school, I helped my mom organize events for her cancer 
research fund, which used local tennis tournaments to fund hand-picked researchers on the brink 
of scientific discovery. Setting a prime example for me, I used my last two years of high school to 
co-found and develop the Las Vegas chapter of a charity league called Junior Civitan. During those 
two years, I served as Secretary for the region including the five states of Montana, Nevada, Idaho, 
Arizona, and Utah, as well as the PR Coordinator and Recruiter for the Las Vegas chapter. 
Through my time at Junior Civitan, I was able to help host our district’s convention, as well as 
traveled to Tucson to remodel an activity center for children with special needs. In college, my 
Environmental Engineering major allows for outside-the-box thinking and creative ideas. 
Additionally, I hold a position on my sorority’s executive board designed to minimize risks and aid 
in event planning. My positions of authority gave me experience in engaged leadership, which are 
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exemplified in a Committee Chair. I have been an active member in my community since I can 
remember, and I can use a position as Committee Chair to spark the same love for the community 
in others. Many extracurriculars require community service hours, but a requirement does little to 
promote continuing volunteerism past what’s expected. My goal as Chair would be to bring more 
local nonprofit organizations and to impose the one-time question of not “What do I have to do?” 
but the continuous idea of “What can I do?”. By exposing students to a multitude of ways to serve 
their communities, we start a conversation on regular volunteerism and its benefits for both 
community and student. Additionally, with a general election in less than two years, the university 
can help destigmatize engagement in politics and elections, by not only encouraging them to vote, 
but to be involved with their legislators. As Chair, I would want more opportunities for students 
to meet their representatives directly and to find ways to involve themselves in public policy. With 
the influence ASUN has on the campus, there is opportunity to promote making the changes in 
the community through ASUN, the city of Reno, and the state of Nevada and the university could 
be doing more to educate students about government and politics. By educating students about 
the opportunities they have to serve their on- and off-campus communities, the city and the state 
will be privileged enough to have a more invested community. Civically engaged leaders create 
civically engaged leaders. Civically engaged leaders think outside the box and bring people together. 
I want every student on this campus to enjoy being civically engaged, but that begins with the 
leaders on campus: us, ASUN Senate. We found our way to enjoy civic engagement by leading 
others into it. The Committee on Civic Engagement needs to take its leadership to the students, 
where we can best serve them and lead them toward their own ways of being involved in the 
community. I believe I am qualified for this position, not only because of my experience in civic 
service, community organization, and event planning, but because of my deep love for and desire 
to give back to the community that gives us so much. Thank you. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the three-minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Harvey asked: How do you plan to bring more nonprofit organizations to campus? 
 
Senator Banfer said: I will reach out to local organizations and national organizations. I think just 
bringing awareness to students on campus about organizations in their community. Also giving 
students information about how to help in national organizations without the national 
organizations seeming too big for students. 
 
Senator Komanduri asked: How do you plan on getting other students involved on campus? 
 
Senator Banfer said: As a civically engaged leader, that encourages other to be engaged as well with 
you. By being more available to students they can follow more easily. 
 
Senator Westerman said: Something that is going to be super important during this session is the 
primaries at the end of the school year. What are some ways that you would encourage students 
to get politically involved? 
 
Senator Banfer said: I think that starts with fostering discussion on policies and ideas to see where 
people's opinions lie. It is important that the campus utilizes its proximity to Carson City and 
brings legislatures to campus. I would like to have a discussion panel or something else to help 
students educate themselves on the topics. 
 
Senator Rogers asked: Since the Committee on Civic Engagement must plan one outreach event 
for Senators everyone two months, what would you do? 
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Senator Banfer asked: For outreach events? 
 
Senator Rogers said: Yes. 
 
Senator Banfer said: It would be good to have an event similar to the Town Hall, but a more causal 
event. Students would be able to just come up to the Senators and have a discussion. It does not 
have to be questions about specific events that are going on. It can just be a discussion about what 
is going on in the legislature, ASUN and the community. It can just be a way for them to have 
more access and for the Senators to be more available to them. 
 

Senator Prempeh left the room at 8:31 pm. 
 
Senator Veltre asked: Following Senator Harvey’s question, do you have an idea of what kind of 
nonprofit organizations? 
 
Senator Banfer said: More general, but I would like a variety of kinds because I believe each person 
has their own thing they want to work with. Having a variety and keeping that variety on campus 
is very important. 
 
Senator Yang asked: What other goals do you have for the Committee on Civic Engagement other 
than bringing more organizations onto campus? 
 

Senator J. Hall left the room at 8:32 pm.  
 
Senator Banfer said: I would like the Committee to be able to foster that activity within campus. 
As time progresses there will be more goals available to us. 
 
Speaker Hughes: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded and will 
move onto the next nominee. 
 

Senator Banfer left the room at 8:33 pm. 
Senator Doyle entered the room at 8:33 pm. 

 
Speaker Hughes said: Senator Doyle, you are now recognized for your three-minute presentation. 
 
Senator Doyle said: Hello again Senators, I previously told you a little bit about me so I thought I 
would expand some more since I have the floor. I am a firm believer that we as citizens have civic 
duties to the liberties that we are given. One of the most important is to go out and vote; to have 
our voices heard regarding the activity in our governing bodies is a liberty not every country has 
and we should exercise that right at every opportunity we can. In the 2016, our campus had a 
voting rate of 55.9%, which is higher than the average of 50.4% on college campuses across the 
nation. The members of our campus are showing that having their voices heard and making a 
difference in their government is important. As Chair of the Committee on Civic Engagement I 
would work towards increasing that rate for future elections, no matter how far into the future. 
With primary elections approaching in June of next year, my committee and I would go to local 
high schools and present on the importance of informed voting. I would also like to collaborate 
with the Department of Legislative Affairs as well as the Committee on Public Affairs on initiatives 
regarding political engagement and student expression. I would work closely with Colleges within 
the University to integrate volunteer opportunities for students to remain civically engages on 
campus and within the community. The importance of service learning and creating equity for the 
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constituents we represent cannot be stressed enough and as Chair I would hope to promote these 
principles and make them a priority. I would work closely with the Office of Service Learning and 
Civic Engagement; hopefully creating frequent meetings in order to create a well thought out 
action plan in order to create volunteerism, promote civic engagement, and grow service learning 
in academic courses here at the University. I would also sit on the Committee on Oversight actively 
working towards accountability within Senate as well as the other branches of ASUN; if chosen 
for the position, I would actively try to attend meetings within other departments to create a sense 
of responsibility in others. I want to say thank you again for this opportunity and I look forward 
to working with all of you to promote the ideals of civic engagement and service learning to our 
constituents. 
 

Senator Prempeh entered the room at 8:34 pm. 
Senator J. Hall entered the room at 8:35 pm. 

 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the three-minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Supple asked: How do you plan to reach out to nonprofits? 
 
Senator Doyle said: We have the amazing site called Givepulse. I believe if we not only advertise, 
but also use the resources that we have currently on campus we can expand to more local 
nonprofits. 
 
Senator Westerman asked: With the elections coming, how will you get students politically 
involved? 
 
Senator Doyle said: One initiative that I loved that the Department of Legislative Affairs started 
was bringing the candidates to campus. I believe if students can ask questions face to face with 
their elected officials then an open discourse is created. As well as bringing an open discussion and 
dialogue to the open areas on campus, such as the Joe Crowley Student Union or the Mathewson-
IGT Knowledge Center. 
 
Senator Harvey asked: How will you encourage students who might see ASUN or other clubs or 
organizations on campus in a negative way to participate? 
 
Senator Doyle said: I believe it would be beneficial to with the Committee on Government 
Operations, especially during the election process. Advertising throughout the entire year instead 
of only beginning the discussion about elections in January. If we can create poster and advertising 
throughout campus to get students involved and show what ASUN is doing. I think more people 
will want to get involved. 
 
Senator Rogers asked: Since the Committee on Civic Engagement must plan one outreach event 
for Senators everyone two months, how do you plan on accomplishing this? 
 
Senator Doyle said: I would love to work with the Department of Legislative Affairs as well as the 
Committee on Public Affairs and looking at previous events that have worked in the past. Today 
in Starbucks we did Coffee with a Cop. It went well. If we can plan more events that we see across 
other universities that went well so we can create open dialogue. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Are there any further questions? 
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Senator Yang said: What goals do you hope to achieve as chair and the Committee on Civic 
Engagement? 
 
Senator Doyle said: By the time it comes around I would not be chair anymore, but I would love 
to see voting rates on campus go up. I would love to see the rate of volunteers and the use of 
Givepulse go up. I would love to see more participation at the events the Department of Legislative 
Affairs and the Committee on Public Affairs put on. I went to a couple of the meet your elected 
official events and there were not many people. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Are there further questions at this time? 
There were no further questions. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: There are no further nominees for this Chair position. 
 

Senator Doyle left the room at 8:39 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes: It has been customary for the body to consider the character, professional 
competence, physical or mental health, or other matters permissible under NRS 241.033. Under 
NRS 241.031, the election may not be closed. When the body has concluded its deliberations, it 
may approve the nominations, reject the nominations, or take no action. We shall now go into a 
general debate from the floor. 
 
Senator Westerman said: I think something that is super important is the collaboration with the 
Committee on Public Affairs and the Department of Legislative Affairs which Senator Doyle 
discusses a lot. Especially with the upcoming elections I think it is super important to get students 
politically engaged. I really appreciate how Senator Doyle specifically made it a priority. 
 
Senator Komanduri said: I really liked how Senator Doyle talked about what he wanted to do for 
students to get more engaged. Senator Banfer did not really answer my question about what she 
would be doing for the students although she has extensive background being involved in 
nonprofits. 
 
Senator D. Hall said: I noticed a few things with the two candidates. Senator Doyle mentioned 
Givepulse and more on campus events, but I do like the background that Senator Banfer has. I do 
think having them as the chair and vice chair would work together well. Senator Banfer has creative 
ideas, but Senator Doyle had better ideas for the campus. 
 
Senator Supple said: I agree with Senator Westerman about Senator Doyle’s ideas about 
collaborating. I think it is not only important for ASUN, but the community as a whole. I also 
appreciate that Senator Doyle brought in equity because it is very important to the session this 
year. Senator Doyle proved a lot about the knowledge he had on civic engagement. Senator Doyle 
had stats, examples and an action plan. 
 
Senator Ampié said: I want to commend Senator Doyle for bringing statistics into his presentation 
and providing a clear outline of how he wants to accomplish his goals. 
 
Senator Yang said: I like how Senator Doyle emphasized the collaborations with the other ASUN 
departments. I was an intern for the Department of Legislative Affairs last session. The interns 
planned the Late Night with the Legislatures event where we brought local legislatures onto 
campus to promote student engagement. As a Department of Legislative Affairs intern, there was 
not much presence from Senators which they really wanted. I think it is very important for Senators 
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to be present at these events especially because we are representing the students. I think creating 
that connections with other organizations will be good. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Is there any further discussion at this time?  
There was no further discussion at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: There being no further debate, we have concluded, and the roll call vote will 
now be called. Those responding to their names will indicate by the nominee’s last name of the 
nominee of their choice. 
 
A roll call vote was taken:  

• Senator Banfer: Senators D. Hall, Supple, Veltre 

• Senator Doyle: Senators Ahmed, Ampie, Collins, Davenport, Donohue, Harvey, J. Hall, 
Komanduri, Melchor, Murphy, Rogers, Romero, Supple, Watt, Westerman, Yang 

• Abstentions: Senator Prempeh 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Senator Doyle from the College of Liberal Arts has received the majority 
vote. I am seeking a motion to approve the appointment of Senator Doyle to the Chair for Senate 
Committee on Civic Engagement. 
 
Senator Melchor moved to approve Senator Doyle as the Chair for the Committee on Civic 
Engagement.  
Senator Prempeh seconded 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a roll call vote.  

• Aye: Senators Ahmed, Ampié, Collins, D. Hall, Davenport, Donohue, Harvey, J. Hall, 
Komanduri, Melchor, Murphy, Prempeh, Rogers, Romero, Supple, Veltre, Watt, 
Westerman, Yang 

• Nay: none 

• Abstentions: Senators Banfer and Doyle  
Motion carried. 
 

Senators Doyle and Banfer entered the room at 8:46 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: The Body has elected Senator Doyle to be the Chair for Senate Committee 
on Civic Engagement. 
 

Senator Donohue left the room at 8:47. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Congratulations Senator Doyle. 
 

d. Government Operations 
Speaker Hughes said: Now I will be accepting nominations from the floor for the Senate 
Committee on Government Operations. Nominations do not need a second; self-nominations are 
welcomed. To nominate someone please use the phrase: I nominate The Senator [NAME] to be 
Chair of the Senate Committee on Government Operations. Nominations are now in order. 
 
Senator Ahemd nominated Senator D. Hall.  
Senator D. Hall accepted. 
 
Senator Westerman nominated Senator Supple. 
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Senator Supple accepted. 
 
There were no further nominations at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without objection, 
the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. The following 
have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on Government Operations. 

1. Senator D. Hall, from the Reynolds School of Journalism 
2. Senator Supple, from the College of Liberal Arts  

All nominees have been placed in nomination. Nominees, we recommend for you to leave the 
Ballroom during the interview portion, however you are entitled to stay according to Nevada 
Revised Statues. Before commencing with the first nominee presentation, are there any questions? 
 
There were no questions at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes: Please bring in Senator D. Hall, from the Reynolds School of Journalism. Senator 
D. Hall, you are now recognized for your three-minute presentation. 

 
Senator Supple left the room at 8:48 pm.  

 
Senator D. Hall: Hello fellow Senators, today I am speaking with you all because I believe I am a 
strong candidate to fulfill the duties of being the chair of the committee of Government 
Operations and I have been planning on running since election night. I believe that being the chair 
of this committee will allow me to practice duties that I will have in my future career in Public 
Relations or Law, as both of these careers involve a lot of reading, analyzing and understanding of 
documents, legislation, and legal matters. Within these few weeks, I have made myself familiar with 
what the SAS contains as well as reading upon archived committee meeting minutes to get a feel 
of what was being discussed, what concerns were brought up, and the goals that were being 
implemented by past chairs. I have also taken the extra step of getting tips on what to say from 
the past committee chair, Andrew Mckinney. I strongly believe that being the chair of this 
committee, will allow me to exhibit my strong skills in facilitating, which I have done while being 
an Orientation Guide last summer, along with facilitation comes being impartial while listening to 
others’ who have strong opinions, which is something that is important for this role, due to the 
nature of those who come into government operation meetings to address problems they have 
found with the SAS. I also have some skills in revision as my club has recently gone through a 
constitution revision and my involvement in many clubs on campus have shaped me to be held 
accountable to fulfill all duties required of any position I may hold in the future. My main priority 
as the chair of the committee of government operations would be to thoroughly read through the 
SAS, The rules of the senate, and the constitution to educate myself on the documents that govern 
ASUN to make sure I understand the legislation and issues being presented. Secondly, I would 
also like to keep in contact and work with the Attorney General to make sure things are running 
smoothly in relation to these documents, along with performing duties as the Attorney General if 
there is ever a conflict of interest that the Attorney General cannot fulfill, as well as assigning 
committee members to meet with department heads within ASUN to make sure the SAS is holding 
up to their needs. To hold those in this committee accountable, I will make sure that each 
committee member is fulfilling their role and expectation of serving on this committee by 
encouraging small sections of the SAS to be read by each committee member each time we meet 
to ensure that we are efficiently meeting expectations of our role as serving on this committee as 
well as maintaining this document that is important to our association and university as a whole. 
The purpose of the SAS is “to provide for a single, well-organized document that contains all 
prevailing law of the Associated Students of the University of Nevada” and I believe I am an 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes 
Wednesday, April 17th, 2019 
Page 35 

 
organized, respectful, and dedicated leader to make sure this purpose is upheld and all duties that 
are required of me and committee members are fulfilled while running meetings efficiently. Thank 
you. 
 

Senator Donohue entered the room at 8:50 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes: We have concluded the three-minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Komanduri asked: How are you planning on using your skills to get others to be passionate 
about the Committee on Government Operations? 
 
Senator D. Hall said: The committee is very underweighted even though the documents govern 
the entire association. I would encourage people to come to the committee meetings since they 
will be reviewing the governing documents for the association. 
 
Senator Prempeh asked: How did the conversation with the previous chairs go? 
 
Senator D. Hall said: Andrew McKinney was busy, but he mainly gave me tips for my speech. I 
met with Austin Thummel today and he gave me information about committee meetings and tips 
for people to meet with. Austin Thummel also gave me good information on how to run meetings. 
 
Senator Doyle asked: How will you inform constituents about changes? 
 
Senator D. Hall: I think that is their right to know. I would include that in my outreach hours and 
on social media as well. I would like to rent out space in the Joe Crowley Student Union or the 
Mathewson-IGT Knowledge Center to let people know about the changes. 
 
Senator Yang asked: Can you specify how you will establish a working relationship with the 
Attorney General? 
 
Senator D. Hall said: I would meet with the Attorney General to see what their expectations are. I 
would also stay closely related to the Attorney General since the Committee on Government 
Operations works closely with the Attorney General. 
 
Senator Doyle asked: What election procedures do you believe need to be changed? 
 
Senator D. Hall said: Austin Thummel told her today that that is one of the main priorities of the 
Attorney General. I would meet with them to see what they have come up with and assist with it. 
I am not sure if I can assist with the changes. Once I meet with the Attorney General, I will know 
what I can do, and I mainly want to help them achieve their goal of changing the election code. 
 
Senator Murphy asked: How will you balance the hours since you are very involved on campus, 
and you are the only Reynolds School of Journalism Senator? 
 
Senator D. Hall: I will be keeping all my positions, but during the semester I have a lot of free 
time. I have learned time management since I have been practicing it as an orientation guide. 
 
Senator Westerman asked: How will you keep the Committee on Government Operations 
accountable for knowing the SAS? 
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Senator D. Hall said: One of my goals is to assign each section of the SAS to a committee member 
and have them share their sections at a meeting. No one will have to read the entire SAS. We 
would go through a section of the SAS each time we meet to get all the different sections read by 
the end of term and know the SAS well. 
 
Senator Doyle asked: What problems do you see in the SAS? 
 
Senator D. Hall said: The SAS is too long, and many words can be switched out to condense it. I 
discussed this with Austin Thummel when I met with him and he had a goal to simplify the SAS 
so more students would read it. I would also want to take out the repetitive sections in it. 
 
Senator Murphy asked: Would you try to pass removing the gender pronouns from the constitution 
again since it failed during this election? 
 
Senator D. Hall said: It is important to pass it since it would make the SAS more inclusive to 
students. It is a hard process and I would keep trying to get it passed. I would stress the importance 
of it to students. 
 
Senator Murphy asked: Since you need a two-thirds vote to change the constitution, how would 
you plan on implementing the change? 
 
Senator D. Hall asked: Can you please repeat your question? 
 
Senator Murphy said: What steps would you take to ensure this change gets passed during the next 
election? 
 
Senator D. Hall said: I would want to get students’ opinion on it first and researching the matter 
would also help. 
 
Speaker Hughes: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded and will 
move onto the next nominee. Please bring in Senator Supple, from the College of Liberal Arts. 

 
Senator D. Hall left the room at 8:59 pm. 

Senator Supple entered the room at 8:59 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Senator Supple, you are now recognized for your three-minute presentation. 
 
Senator Supple said: Hello Senators! If you don’t know my name is Tori Supple and I think I would 
be the best choice for the committee chair on government operations. I believe that with my 
experience, passion, drive, and plans for the committee, I would be the best fit. In regard to my 
experience, I have already read the Statues of the Associated Students and the Constitution of the 
Associated Students during my campaign and in my internship with the judicial council. Also 
through my internship, I have already edited a portion of the SAS with judicial council; and because 
of this I think that me being chair would be beneficial for the committee so I can act as a guide 
for senators who will sit on Gov Ops in going through and editing the governing documents. My 
plan on the way I would run the committee is rooted in accountability. I think accountability is 
important for us all as senators but especially to get work done in this specific committee. Since 
the SAS is 167 pages long, the members of the committee have to rely on one another to do the 
work and as chair, I would make a spreadsheet dividing the SAS and the Constitution into small, 
bearable sections for senators to review and edit every week to be productive in committee. I also 
plan over the summer for all of the senators sitting on gov ops to read the governing documents 
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and possibly generate projects for our committee so we can remain as productive as possible. 
When it comes to editing the SAS, I want to fix typos, clarify statements, and create references to 
avoid repetition and condense the document, and meet with department heads to discuss if the 
SAS accurately defines their job and/or department’s duties. As chair, I am willing to indulge into 
the SAS and the Constitution to give ASUN structure more clarity and simplify the documents for 
future ASUN officials and for students. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the three-minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Prempeh said: I asked Senator D. Hall this question as well. How did your meetings with 
the previous chairs go? 
 
Senator Supple said: I met with Austin Thummel. The meeting went well, and he gave me a lot of 
ideas for the Committee on Government Operations. He also told me what he did not do enough 
of when he was the chair. Andrew McKinney also talked to me about the important aspects of 
being the chair. 
 
Senator Veltre asked: You mentioned editing past governing documents and you plan on fixing 
typos. What typos would you be fixing in the SAS? 
 
Senator Supple said: There are so many typos and weird word placement within the SAS. I would 
like to make sure the governing document is fixed and follows the rules of grammar. 
 
Senator Doyle asked: How would you go about informing constituents about a change in the 
constitution? 
 
Senator Supple said: I plan on amending the election code with the Speaker Pro Tempore and the 
Chair for the Committee on Civic Engagement. I think people need to know what is in the SAS 
and the duties that are included in the SAS. I would use outreach hours to talk to constituents 
about what ASUN does as per the statutes. 
 
Senator Yang asked: How will you hold the committee members accountable for reading the SAS? 
 
Senator Supple said: Everyone should read the SAS because it defines what our jobs are and 
ASUN. For the Committee on Government Operations, I would create a spreadsheet with 
portions of the SAS to read and when it should be done by. Everyone on the committee would 
hold each other accountable. 
 
Senator Harvey asked: How do you plan on working with the Attorney General? What are some 
goals you have for working with them? 
 
Senator Supple said: In the description for the duties of the chair, it includes meeting with the 
Attorney General about the elections code. I spoke to Senator Murphy and Senator Harvey about 
amending the elections code. I would also meet with the Attorney general constantly to talk about 
it. 
 
Senator Murphy said: I asked Senator D. Hall the same question. Would you try to pass removing 
the gender pronouns from the constitution again since it failed during this election? If so, how 
would you go about doing this? 
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Senator Supple said: I had a constituent reach out to me during elections to ask what the purpose 
of it was. I think it is important and I want to push for it to be more inclusive. I want to push for 
it, and I would have someone work on it. 
 
Senator Prempeh asked: Is there anything else you would like to change if you were chair? 
 
Senator Supple said: I would like to change the Judicial Council charge sheets. There are problems 
with them on what is posted online and how they are formatted. 
 
Senator Doyle asked: Can you provide an example of how you would make campaigning more 
accessible for students? 
 
Senator Supple said: I talked to Senator Murphy about making campaigning more accessible. I 
talked about creating year-long ads for it and making it more feasible for students. We started 
thinking of ideas to reuse campaign signs and making the campaign workshop more informative. 
I had a lot of trouble campaigning and many could agree that it is hard. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded with 
questions and answers at this time.  
 

Senator Supple left the room at 9:08 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: There are no further nominees for this Chair position. We shall now go into 
a general debate from the floor. It has been customary for the body to consider the character, 
professional competence, physical or mental health, or other matters permissible under NRS 
241.033. Under NRS 241.031, the election may not be closed. When the body has concluded its 
deliberations, it may approve the nominations, reject the nominations, or take no action. 
 
Senator Westerman said: I appreciate Senator Supple’s defined plan for what she will do if she is 
the chair for the Committee on Government Operations. There was nothing up in the air for her 
goals. 
 
Senator Collins said: Both Senator D. Hall and Senator Supple have similar goals for the 
committee. Senatoe D. Hall is more passionate about the position and has been talking about it 
since the elections. I know she is capable to hold the position. 
 
Senator Prempeh said: Both Senator Supple and Senator D. Hall are passionate and qualified. 
Senator Supple set herself apart since she was an intern for the Judicial Council and has read the 
governing documents. 

 
Senator Romero said: Senator Supple has experience in making changes to the SAS. 
 
Senator Rogers said: I liked how Senator Supple responded to Senator Murphy’s question about 
why removing the gender pronouns matters. I liked how she wanted to go to students and tell 
them why it matters instead of simply just trying to do it and that was probably the problem in the 
first place. 
 
Senator Veltre said: I have talked to Senator D. Hall in the past about why she wanted this position. 
It is important to note that she is passionate and would like to continue to get a law degree. 
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Senator Harvey said: I would like to emphasize what Senator Collins and Senator Veltre said. 
Senator D. Hall and Senator Supple had similar goals. I felt that Senator D. Hall had more ways to 
implement her goals and she really showed her passion. 

 
Senator Yang said: Senator D. Hall touched on her background and credibility for the position. I 
like how Senator Supple mentioned the spreadsheet system to be organized and holding Senators 
accountable. Senator Supple also emphasized educating students on gender pronouns and reusing 
the sandwich boards from elections. A lot of us throw away out sandwich boards and sandwich 
boards take up a lot of money in our running budget. I think her idea is not only environmentally 
friendly, but also budget friendly. 
 
Senator Melchor said: I agree with Senator Prempeh. Senator Supple and Senator D. Hall have 
both read and edited the SAS. 
 
Senator Westerman said: I disagree with Senator Harvey. Senator Supple was more distinct about 
the exact ways she would accomplish her goals which Senator D. Hall was vaguer. Senator Supple 
discussed the spreadsheet to assign sections of the SAS and hold members of the committee 
accountable. Senator Supple is passionate about government operations. I have talked to her since 
we were running together. Senator Supple and Senator D. Hall are both passionate and should be 
accounted to both candidates. I think it is important to note that Senator Supple read through all 
167 pages of the SAS. Senator Supple is very passionate about making changes to the SAS and she 
has experience. 
 
Senator Rogers said: Senator D. Hall seemed to rely a lot on the Attorney General for her goals 
instead of making them for herself. Senator Supple had a better grasp for working with the 
Attorney General. 
 
Senator Murphy said: I met with Senator Supple a couple times and she laid out her passions for 
the Committee on Government Operations. That is something I did not get from Senator D. Hall. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: There being no further debate, we have concluded, and the roll call vote will 
now be called. Those responding to their names will indicate by the nominee’s last name of the 
nominee of their choice. 

• Senator D. Hall: Senators Collins, Harvey, Komanduri, Veltre, Watt 

• Senator Supple: Senators Ahmed, Ampié, Banfer, Davenport, Donohue, Doyle, J. Hall, 
Melchor, Murphy, Prempeh, Rogers, Romero, Westerman, Yang  

Senator Supple from the College of Liberal Arts has received the majority vote. I am seeking a 
motion to approve the appointment of Senator Supple to the Chair for Senate Committee on 
Government Operations.  
 
Senator Rogers moved to approve Senator Supple as the Chair for the Committee on Government 
Operations.  
Senator Prempeh seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a roll call vote.  

• Aye: Senators Ahmed, Ampié, Banfer, Collins, Davenport, Donohue, Doyle, Harvey, J. 
Hall, Komanduri, Melchor, Murphy, Prempeh, Rogers, Romero, Veltre, Watt, Westerman, 
Yang 

• Nay: none 

• Abstentions: Senators D. Hall and Supple  
Motion carried. 
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Senators D. Hall and Supple entered the room at 9:17 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes: said The Body has elected Senator Supple to the Chair for Senate Committee on 
Government Operations. Congratulations Senator Supple.  
 

Senator Doyle left the room at 9:18 pm.  
 

e. Public Affairs 
Speaker Hughes said: Now I will be accepting nominations from the floor for the Senate 
Committee on Public Affairs. Nominations do not need a second; self-nominations are welcomed. 
To nominate someone please use the phrase: I nominate The Senator [NAME] to be Chair of the 
Senate Committee on Public Affairs. Nominations are now in order. 
 
Senator Ahmed nominated Senator Westerman 
Senator Westerman accepted. 
 
There were no further nominations at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without objection, 
the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. The following 
have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on Public Affairs.  

• Senator Westerman, from the College of Liberal Arts  
All nominees have been placed in nomination. Before commencing with the first nominee 
presentation, are there any questions? 
 

Senator Veltre left the room at 9:19 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Seeing no questions, Senator Westerman, you are now recognized for your 
three-minute presentation.  
 

Senator D. Hall left the room at 9:20 pm. 
 
Senator Westerman said: Good evening senators, my name is Izzy Westerman and I believe that I 
am the most fit for being your Chair of the Committee on Public Affairs because I am not only 
extremely passionate about this committee, but I have the most experience with this committee. 
Last fall, I was a legislative intern and my first introduction to senate committees was attending 
meetings for the committee on public affairs. In January, I was appointed as a senator for the 
college of liberal arts in the 86th session, wherein which I sat on the committee under Chair Mika 
Alvarez and Vice Chair Aamir Aziz. I learned a lot while sitting on this committee such as how to 
properly draft legislation and lobby in support of or opposition to Nevada State Legislation. With 
the end of the Legislative Session coming rapidly, I believe my experience with this committee is 
crucial in order to start lobbying at Carson City as soon as possible. I’m starting this off by going 
to Carson City this Friday with Legislative Affairs’ Campus to the Capitol event. I feel that I’ve 
already taken action to show you all why I am the best choice for chair of this committee, as I sent 
color-coated policy briefs out to you all regarding the legislative priorities, and have been 
encouraging everyone to write resolutions for our meeting next week. Personally, I’m working on 
my third piece of legislation regarding the legislative priorities, which further demonstrates my 
passion for Public Affairs. One of my goals if I were chair, would be to have resolutions for all 27 
pieces of legislation regarding the Legislative Priorities, which are Affordable Higher Ed, Housing 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes 
Wednesday, April 17th, 2019 
Page 41 

 
and Food Insecurity, Sustainability and the Environment, and Sexual Assault. Another one of my 
goals regards the success of two events that Public Affairs is in charge of putting on, the Veterans’ 
Brunch and the 9/11 flags, which I am prepared and excited to plan after talking to other past 
committee members. However, I want to make sure that Public Affairs isn’t just about the 
Veterans’ Brunch and 9/11 flags as it’s been stigmatized to be in the absence of a legislative session. 
Public Affairs is about making change happen on a local, state, and federal level. My third goal as 
chair is to do just that - to continue to push for this change by sending resolutions to and meeting 
with legislators. As senators we have the power to represent 18,000 undergraduate students, which 
can hold a lot of weight in the eyes of a legislator, and as Chair I would urge everyone to keep 
making this change happen even after this legislative session is over. 

 
Senator Doyle entered the room at 9:21 pm. 
Senator Veltre entered the room at 9:23 pm. 

 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the three-minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes.  
 
Senator Prempeh asked: How will you push others to be passionate about public affairs? 
 
Senator Westerman said: People don’t realize that it is impossible to go and lobby if they do not 
have any resolutions. We can only do that if we have a resolution passed. 
 
Senator Harvey asked: How will you connect the University community to the legislature and the 
public? 
 
Senator Westerman said: I would like to work with the Department of Legislative Affairs as well 
as the Committee on Civic Engagement. I have talked to Katie Worrall about communication. It 
is important to let students know what is happening in the legislature. 
 

Senator Supple left the room at 9:24 pm. 
 
Senator Doyle asked: How would you reach students to get their opinion on tuition and fees? 
 
Senator Westerman said: The best way to do that is through outreach and talking to students. A 
binding resolution would be a good way to get that done as well. I would mainly meet with students 
and organizations on campus. 
 
Senator yang asked: How would you hold members of your committee accountable for making 
the goal of writing resolutions for all twenty-seven pieces of legislation? 
 

Senator D. Hall entered the room at 9:26 pm. 
 
Senator Westerman said: Speaker Hughes sent out a spreadsheet for the legislation and she sent 
out a tracker as well. I would send out the policy briefs and work with the Department of 
Legislative Affairs. 

Senator Supple entered the room at 9:26 pm.  
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Are there further questions at this time?  
There were no further questions.  
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Speaker Hughes said: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded. It has 
been customary for the body to consider the character, professional competence, physical or 
mental health, or other matters permissible under NRS 241.033. Under NRS 241.031, the election 
may not be closed. When the body has concluded its deliberations, it may approve the 
nominations, reject the nominations, or take no action. We shall now go into a general debate from 
the floor. 
 

Senator Westerman left the room at 9:27 pm. 
Senator Prempeh left the room at 9:27 pm. 

 
Senator Yang said: I liked how Senator Westerman emphasized collaboration with other 
departments in ASUN. I was an intern for the Department of Legislative Affairs. If we had hosted 
events in collaboration with other organizations and departments there were better results. It is a 
good way to have a presence. 
 
Senator Melchor said: I liked her idea about the tuition and fees. 
 
Senator Supple said: I was not here for the question and answer portion, but I have talked to 
Senator Westerman a lot. I know she is already on her third piece of legislation and will be lobbying 
on Friday. Senator Westerman also would like to bring notice to the primaries at the end of the 
year. 
 
Senator Ahmed said: I sat on the Committee of Public Affairs last session and Senator Westerman 
was always very passionate. 
 

Senator Prempeh entered the room at 9:29 pm. 
 

Speaker Hughes said: Is there any further debate from the floor?  
There was no further discussion at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: There being no further debate, we have concluded. I am seeking a motion 
to approve the appointment of Senator Westerman to the Chair for Senate Committee on Public 
Affairs. 
 
Senator Ahmed moved to approve Senator Westerman as the Chair for the Committee on Public 
Affairs.  
Senator Supple seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a roll call vote.  

• Ayes: Senators Ahmed, Ampié, Banfer, Collins, Davenport, Donohue, Doyle, Harvey, J. 
Hall, Komanduri, Melchor, Murphy, Prempeh, Rogers, Watt, Yang 

• Nays: None 

• Abstentions: Senators D. Hall, Supple, Veltre 
Motion carried.  

 
Senator Collins left the room at 9:30 pm. 

Senator Westerman entered the room at 9:31 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: The Body has elected Senator Westerman to the Chair for Senate Committee 
on Public Affairs. Congratulations Senator Westerman. 
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f. Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness 

Speaker Hughes said: Now I will be accepting nominations from the floor for the Special 
Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness. Nominations do not need a second; self-
nominations are welcomed. To nominate someone please use the phrase: I nominate The Senator 
[NAME] to be Chair of the Special Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness. 
Nominations are now in order. 
 
Senator Harvey nominated Senator Yang. 
Senator Yang declined. 
 
Senator Prempeh nominated Senator Komanduri. 
Senator Komanduri accepted. 
 
Senator Westerman nominated Senator Banfer. 
Senator Banfer accepted.  
 
There were no further nominations at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without 
objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. 
The following have been nominated for the Chair of the Special Committee on Safety, 
Sustainability, and Wellness.  

1.  Senator Komanduri, from the College of Division of Health Sciences 
2.  Senator Banfer, from the College of Engineering 

All nominees have been placed in nomination. Nominees, we recommend for you to leave the 
Ballroom. However, you are entitled to stay according to Nevada Revised Statues. Before 
commencing with the first nominee presentation, are there any questions? 
 

Senator Collins entered the room at 9:33 pm 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Before starting, I wanted to clarify that a special committee only lasts for 
one year unless the Senate Body decides to add it to the Senate Rules.  
 
There were no questions at this time. No questions 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Please bring in Senator Komanduri from the College of Division of Health 
Sciences. Senator Komanduri, you are now recognized for your three-minute presentation. 
 

Senator Banfer left the room at 9:34 pm 
 
Senator Komanduri said: The Special Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness is very 
important to me because sustainability is very important. There are a lot of areas on campus where 
we need help in these areas. Recycling bins on campus are not easy to find and a lot of trash and 
recyclables end up on the ground. Starbucks is trying to sell reusable straws which is very 
important. An important part of wellness would be keeping the university health center open for 
longer hours. My most important goal for the university is to create a safer campus. Thank you. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the three-minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
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Senator Supple asked: Regarding No Walls 2025, how would you bring sustainability out into the 
community? 
 
Senator Komanduri said: It is important to make sure recycling bins are accessible on campus as 
well as water fountains. It’s important to keep our environment clean. 
 
Senator Romero asked: How do you plan on working alongside the programs that are already in 
place on campus? 
 
Senator Komanduri said: A lot of the programs aren’t utilized enough so I would like them to be 
utilized more. I would like to use outreach hours to talk to students so they can learn about these 
programs. I would also like to expand the hours of the student health center to Saturday and 
Sunday so it’s more accessible to students. That would create a safer campus for students. 
 
Senator Harvey said: The Director of Sustainability and the Director of Health and Wellness do 
not have their own Departments and are separate positions. How do you plan on collaborating 
with them? 
 
Senator Komanduri said: I would like to know more about their positions and what they are doing 
to create a more sustainable campus. I am not very educated on what they are working toward and 
what on campus needs the most work. 
 
Senator Veltre said: I know you were not planned on running. You mentioned focusing on the 
health side of wellness, what about the mental side of wellness? Do you plan on focusing on the 
mental aspect of wellness and how? 
 
Senator Komanduri said: Counseling services is part of the health center. In the dorms there is a 
focus on mental wellness. In my dorm, Great Basin has counseling services to help students. I 
would like to have counseling services in all the dorms. 
 
Senator Yang asked: How would you better educate students on how to recycle? 
 
Senator Komanduri said: I would like to have more bins around campus. I would also like to have 
signs by the bins so students can understand what the bins are used for. 
 
Senator Prempeh asked: Out of safety, sustainability, and wellness which is the most important to 
you? 
 
Senator Komanduri said: Wellness will always be close to her heart because of the college she is 
in. Psychical wellness is important to me because many injuries occur on the weekends and the 
student health center is not open for students. A lot of other resources for students are also not 
available on the weekends. The mental aspect, as Senator Veltre mentioned, is important as well. 
 
There were no further questions at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded and will 
move onto the next nominee. Please bring in Senator Banfer from the College of Engineering.  
 

Senator Komanduri left the room at 9:42 pm. 
Senator Banfer entered the room at 9:42 pm. 
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Speaker Hughes said: Senator Banfer, you are now recognized for your three-minute presentation. 
 
Senator Banfer said: This is the Special Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness. I would 
like to touch on all three of the topics and discuss how I think I am qualified to chair this 
committee. I would like to start with sustainability because I feel it is the broadest topic. My major 
is environmental engineering and I chose my major because I want to create a more sustainable 
environment. My career goal is to create more sustainable cities for humankind and reduce the 
effects of climate change. I would love to bring this idea and more sustainable practices to campus. 
I would like to bring better recycling practices and a more inclusive process and education to 
campus. I would like to implement a program where we compost food waste. We are so close to 
California; I feel it’s best we bring that wholesome California wholesome living idea into Nevada. 
My whole career goal is based on sustainability. Next I would like to talk about safety. I am in a 
Greek organization and I am a part of the risk management team where we deal with the rules and 
making sure everything is sake. I love rules and knowing about them in order to inform people 
about them. Finally, I would like to talk about wellness. I do my best to live a natural lifestyle, eat 
healthy, and workout. I do proactive meditation and yoga. I know we have a meditation room in 
the Pennington Student Achievement Center, but we should advertise that to students more 
especially with finals coming up. We need to show students that they need to take care of their 
mental health. Students need to have access to people to talk about things during midterms and 
finals. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the three-minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Melchor said: I like your ideas for the committee. Can you explain how you would 
implement them? 
 
Senator Banfer asked: Which idea would you like to know about? 
 
Senator Melchor said: Your idea for recycling. 
 
Senator Banfer said: I would like to place recycling bins on campus for cans and bottles. I would 
also like to start more ways to deal with the food waste on campus and create a more sustainable 
way to dispose of waste. 
 
Senator Yang asked: How would you educate students on how to recycle properly? 
 
Senator Banfer said: I would like to put signage on the recycling bins to help students recycle 
properly. If it’s on the bins, it’s right there for students when they go to use them. I would also 
like to hold a tabling event to help educate students. 
 
Senator Collins asked: Regarding wellness, are you familiar with the services the university offers? 
 
Senator Banfer said: I do not really know about the services because they are not well promoted 
on campus. People understand counseling services are available, but not many use it. I would like 
to start informal counseling sessions where students can talk to the counselors for a short period 
of time. 
 
Senator Romero said: There are many campus wellness programs already established. What are 
your ideas for working alongside those programs? 
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Senator Banfer said: The student outreach clinic is doing a 5K race this weekend. It is a good way 
to promote health and wellness on campus as well as the services available. I go there a lot and it 
is an awesome service to have on campus. It is great they implement those events, so people know 
about those services. 
 
Senator Prempeh asked: Out of safety, sustainability, and wellness, what is most important to you 
and why? 
 
Senator Banfer said: Personally, sustainability is most important to me. The future of the 
community and humankind will keep us on this planet longer. In terms of the campus, safety is 
most important. When you have appropriate and proactive safety measures on campus you are 
less inclined to see accidents and dangerous events later. I think it is important to take more 
proactive instead of reactive measures. 
 
Senator Harvey said: The Director of Sustainability and the Director of Health and Wellness do 
not have their own Departments and are separate positions. How do you plan on collaborating 
with them? 
 
Senator Banfer said: I would collaborate one on one with them. Since this committee is a singular 
committee, it is important that both positions are kept in the loop not just with the committee, 
but with each other. 
 
Senator Davenport said: We always think about safety regarding transportation when it is dark and 
police services. There have been anti-Semitic acts on campus recently and students of color face 
issues on campus. How are you going to combat the difficulties underrepresented students face 
on campus? 
 
Senator Banfer said: It is hard to be proactive about those things. It is hard to educate the 
population if the population does not want to receive or be open to it. It is important to establish 
that we do not allow it on campus. Underrepresented groups are loved and accepted on campus. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Are there further questions at this time? 
There were no further questions.  
 

Senator Banfer left the room at 9:54 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded. It has 
been customary for the body to consider the character, professional competence, physical or 
mental health, or other matters permissible under NRS 241.033. Under NRS 241.031, the election 
may not be closed. When the body has concluded its deliberations, it may approve the 
nominations, reject the nominations, or take no action. We shall now go into a general debate from 
the floor. 
 
Senator Yang said: I understand Senator Komanduri and Senator Banfer were not prepared to be 
nominated for the position. I liked Senator Banfer’s ideas, though I feel her answers were vague 
and ambitious. 
 
Senator Murphy said: I agree that they both were not prepared, but they gave great answers. 
Senator Komanduri ran on her goal to create a safer campus through keeping the health center 
open for more hours. 
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Speaker Hughes asked: Is there any further discussion? 
 
Senator Westerman said: I would like to point out a concern that I have. I previously spoke with 
Senator Komanduri and she was very adamant that she did not want a chair position. She is very 
passionate about the committee and would be a good member, but I do not think she is prepared 
or wants to be a chair. I spoke with Senator Banfer as well and she does want a chair position. 
 
Senator Supple said: I agree with Senator Westerman. Senator Bander has great ideas, even though 
they were vague as Senator Yang pointed out. The way Senator Banfer views sustainability, 
wellness, and safety is good. Her ideas to go through projects, ideas, and legislation are good for a 
chair. 
 
Senator Collins said: Going off what Senator Westerman and Senator Supple said, the committee 
has no previous structure. I believe Senator Banfer can do it considering the goals that she has. 
 
Senator Westerman said: Sometimes it is better for the chair to less passion than committee 
members since remaining neutral and being a facilitator is important. Senator Banfer cares, but she 
is not as passionate as Senator Komanduri and that could benefit the committee. 
 
Senator Doyle said: Does anyone know about the worth ethic of the two candidates? There are a 
lot of important duties that go along with being a chair of a committee. 
 
Senator Rogers said: I only know Senator Banfer. She is meticulous with how she does things, 
which could be beneficial, or it could set her up for seeing herself fail. 
 
Senator Watt said: I knew Senator Komanduri throughout high school. I have never seen someone 
work so hard at academics. She was the captain of the debate team and the debate team was very 
intensive. She has good delegation skills and I think she can easily lead the committee. When she 
chooses to take on another duty, she makes sure she can handle it. I don’t think she would have 
accepted this is she did not feel she could take it on. 
 
Senator Murphy said: Going off what Senator Watt said, I only know Senator Komanduri. She 
schedules everything in her phone, and I think she is good at time management. 
 
Senator Prempeh said: I wanted to respond to Senator Banfer giving vague answers. Senator 
Komanduri and Senator Banfer did not expect to run for this position. We asked them questions 
as if they were prepared and I thought they handled it well. 
 
Senator Melchor said: Going off what Senator Prempah said, Senator Komanduri was to the point 
on her goals for the committee and Senator Banfer went off topic. 
 
Senator Ahmed said: In response to Senator Melchor, I understand where you are coming from, 
but both did not expect to be running. It is hard to think on your feet, especially when the 
committee is new and there is no information about it. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: I would like to provide some context on the Special Committee on Safety, 
Sustainability, and Wellness because I was a cosponsor on the legislation to create it. The idea of 
the committee is to be a liaison between different organizations on campus that focus on 
sustainability, safety, and wellness. For example, counseling, police services, and the fitness center. 
The committee will also create legislation pertaining to those topics. 
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Senator D. Hall said: Regarding Senator Komanduri not wanting a chair position, in her accepting 
the nomination it shows that she can do it. In response to Senator Ahmed, it is important to note 
that Senator Komanduri did well thinking on her feet. With the new committee, thinking on your 
feet is important to get the committee started. Senator Banfer’s vague answers would not be helpful 
to starting off the committee. 
 
Senator Romero said: When asked about the programs already available on campus, Senator 
Komanduri knew about them while Senator Banfer cared about her health but was not as familiar 
with the programs on campus. 
 
Senator Collins said: Senator Banfer was too vague. When speaking about sustainability her whole 
reason for being at the university is to go into that field. She gave specific examples about 
composting and other initiatives. 
 
Senator Donoghue said Senator Komanduri is more passionate and more lenient toward wellness 
while Senator Banfer is more passionate about sustainability. I want to urge you guys to think 
about what you feel is the more important issue on campus. 
 
Senator Prempeh said: Senator Banfer is a freshman I believe so not every freshman is going to be 
very familiar with the campus. I respectfully disagree with Senator D. Hall. With a new committee 
you will not be put on the spot a lot because it is going to take a lot of planning. Just because you 
cannot think on your feet does not mean you cannot be great at something. 
 
Senator Westerman said: Since it is a new committee, it is going to take a lot of communication 
with other departments and directors and therefore have a lot of commitment. Senator Banfer 
knows she wants to be chair and is more equipped to handle it. I agree that it is hard to put passions 
above each other since the candidates are more passionate about different things. I think we should 
look at it more as it is a new committee and who would be able to tackle it better. 
 
Senator Davenport said: Senator Komanduri would be better since Senator Banfer wants the 
position but is not as passionate. 
 
Senator Doyle asked: What are the consequences for leaving the Committee on Safety, 
Sustainability, and Wellness without a chair? Can we come back to the nominations next week? 
We can allow the candidates to do research and talk about what they want to do for the committee. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: That is an option. It would be beneficial for everyone to look over the new 
senate rules and what legislation was passed. We can have the election process next meeting. 
option. Beneficial for everyone to look over new senate rules and what legislation was passed. 
 
Senator Melchor asked: Would other people be able to apply for the position as well? 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Yes. Someone say “I move to table the election of a Committee Chair for 
the Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness until the next Senate meeting” and that is 
how we would go about that. 
 
Senator Westerman moved to table appointing a Chair for the Special Committee on Safety, 
Sustainability, and Wellness. 
Senator Harvey seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote. 
Motion carried.  
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Senators Komanduri and Banfer entered the room at 10:09 pm. 
 

g. University Affairs 
Speaker Hughes said: Now I will be accepting nominations from the floor for the Senate 
Committee on University Affairs. Nominations do not need a second; self-nominations are 
welcomed. To nominate someone please use the phrase: I nominate The Senator [NAME] to be 
Chair of the Senate Committee on University Affairs. 
 
Senator Supple nominated Senator Rogers. 
Senator Rogers accepted. 
 
There were no further nominations at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: There being no further nominations, nominations are closed. Without 
objection, the nominees will be recognized in the order in which their nominations were made. 
The following have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on University Affairs.  

1. Senator Rogers, from the College of Education 
All nominees have been placed in nomination. Senator Rogers, you are now recognized for your 
three-minute presentation. 
 

Senator Doyle left the room at 10:12 pm. 
 
Senator Rogers said:  Last year I did not run for a chair position, I didn’t feel as though I had the 
time to dedicate to it, but in all honesty, a huge factor was because I was terrified. Over the course 
of this past session, I have learned an incredible amount; including how to address people in a way 
that will be the most successful in getting things done, how to use my voice and when it is time to 
use it, and most importantly, I have found the confidence in myself to use my voice and my 
experiences to help those around me. Through the past session as a senator I have been fortunate 
enough to build positive relationships with multiple departments on campus including the 
Disability Resource Center, Facilities as well as individual's campus wide. While building these 
relationships, I have realized how crucial it is to maintain these positive relationships if I really 
want to elicit change on this campus. I realize that I don’t know all the people or departments on 
campus, but that is where I will rely on my committee for help. Using my previous experience on 
the committee, I have set forth two goals for this session, two change the structure of the meetings, 
and interacting more as a committee with underrecognized student groups on campus. My first 
goal is to restructure the committee meetings. Each committee member will act as a liaison for a 
different department on campus and will be responsible for communicating with them and give 
monthly reports about the challenges and successes that they are seeing. I will structure each 
meeting with a scheduled topic/department to go over. We will allocate two consecutive meetings 
to have them come and discuss what they do/what they can do better. We will also brainstorm 
potential pieces of legislation which will be assigned to a committee member. The committee 
member who is the liaison for this department will be responsible for coordinating those two 
meetings. Not only will we focus on the departments that we are assigned to, but we will bring in 
student groups, the ones that are well known and the ones that are often forgot about, such as 
Deans Future Scholars. This leads into my second goal which is bringing attention to 
underrecognized groups on campus. University Affairs is responsible for policies concerning 5 
campus wide departments, but it fails to mention the student groups that make our campus so 
special. Groups such as the Deans Future Scholars, the religious groups on campus, or any group 
that doesn’t feel as though their voice is being heard. Being a chair for University affairs, you have 
to be ready for whatever comes your way immediately and be responsive for each event. I have 
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always had to reprioritize in my family based on what needs are presenting themselves. If and when 
we have another event on campus that causes a group to feel as though they are not welcome. This 
past session, I really focused on bringing the voices of students with disabilities to the table. By 
doing this, I learned an incredible amount. I learned that giving someone the time to listen to their 
challenges, successes, and concerns gives them the empowerment to continue to use their voice--
I plan on continuing this if elected chair. This session, I plan on doing this with other groups of 
people who are often missed such as the Deans Future Scholars, student veterans, LGBTQ 
students, and other populations who are often forgotten about. It is our duty as senators to make 
sure that every voice is heard, but it is the duty of University Affairs chair and committee to make 
sure that we are focusing on their needs. 
 

Senator Veltre left the room at 10:12 pm. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We have concluded the three-minute presentation and will now move into 
questions and answers from the Senate floor. This portion will be five minutes. 
 
Senator Collins said: With the new Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness duties were 
taken off the chair for this committee. Will you work with the new committee or remain separate? 
 
Senator Rogers said: We should remain separate, but committees help each other out. Many 
Senators work with each other and sit on many committees. I would love to help plan the safety 
walk. 
 
Senator Murphy asked: How will you specifically reach out to underrepresented groups? 
 
Senator Rogers said: The past chair, Mika Alvarez, sat in the Center a lot and learned a lot about 
different groups on campus. I have learned so much and met so many diverse people by sitting in 
the little library in the Raggio building. Going to different clubs on campus as well to feel out who 
needs the most help. I would also utilize my committee members to help. 
 

Senator Veltre entered the room at 10:17 pm. 
Senator Doyle entered the room at 10:18 pm. 

 
Senator Supple asked: What projector or legislation ideas to you have relating to the duties of the 
Committee on University Affairs? 
 
Senator Rogers said: The duties for the Committee on University Affairs got changed a little bit. 
Now the Committee on University Affairs focuses on five of those. We will hopefully have five 
committee members and each one will be responsible for being a liaison for that specific duty and 
I will help when needed. I would plan to go to the previous Senators who were liaisons for those 
different responsibilities and talk about how it went with them. 
 
Speaker Hughes asked: Are there further questions at this time? 
There were no further questions. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded and 
will move onto debate from the floor. It has been customary for the body to consider the character, 
professional competence, physical or mental health, or other matters permissible under NRS 
241.033. Under NRS 241.031, the election may not be closed. When the body has concluded its 
deliberations, it may approve the nominations, reject the nominations, or take no action. 
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Senator Rogers left the room at 10:19 pm. 

 
Senator Prempeh said: Senator Rogers is extremely qualified and passionate. She would be a good 
fit for the position. 
 
Senator Yang said: I agree, she is qualified for the position. I like how she wants to bring 
underrepresented groups into the light. 
 
Senator Supple said: Based on the work Senator Rogers did in the 86 th Session and how she has 
been helping Senators transition into Senate I think she would be a phenomenal chair for the 
Committee on University Affairs. 
 
Senator D. Hall said: I like how she mentioned bringing the disabled group into recognition and 
bringing all underrepresented groups into recognition. I hope she takes into consideration all 
groups. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Please use person first language since this is an educational setting. Is there 
any further discussion at this time? 
There was no further discussion at this time.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: I am seeking a motion to approve the appointment of Senator Rogers to the 
Chair for Senate Committee on University Affairs. 
 
Senator Ahmed moved to approve Senator Rogers as the Chair for the Committee on University 
Affairs.  
Senator Prempeh seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a roll call vote.  

• Ayes: Senators Ahmed, Ampié, Banfer, Collins, D. Hall, Davenport, Donohue, Harvey, J. 
hall, Komanduri, Melchor, Murphy, Prempeh, Romero., Supple, Watt, Westerman, Yang 

• Nays: none 

• Abstentions: Senators Doyle and Veltre 
Motion carried.  

 
Senator Rogers entered the room at 10:24 pm. 

 
Speaker Hughes said: The Body has elected Senator Rogers to the Chair for Senate Committee on 
University Affairs. Congratulations Senator Rogers. The next order of business is the 
appointments of Senators to the Senate Committees. Each committee must be composed of 
between 5 and 9 members, with the exception of Budget and Finance, which must be composed 
of at least 7 members. Each Senator must serve on at least two committees. Senators who have 
been elected as Chairs are automatically on their own committee as well as on the Committee on 
Oversight, which fulfills the two-committee requirement. However, it is highly encouraged that 
you also sit on another standing committee. We will now consider the membership of the 
Committee on Academics. 
 
By a show of hands, which Senators are interested in serving on the Committee on Academics? 
 
Academics: Senators Westerman, Ahmed, D. Hall, and Collins. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: The membership of the Committee on Academics is proposed as follows:  
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1. Senator Westerman from the College of Liberal Arts 
2. Senator Ahmed from Interdisciplinary Studies 
3. Senator D. Hall from the School of Journalism 
4. Senator Collins from the College of Science  

I am seeking a motion through unanimous consent to approve membership as previously read.  
 
Senator Westerman moved to approve the membership for the Committee on Academics as 
previously read by through unanimous consent. 
There was no dissent; motion carried. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Congratulations to the Members serving on the Standing Committee on 
Academics. We will now consider the membership of the Committee on Budget and Finance. By 
a show of hands, which Senators are interested in serving on the Committee on Budget and 
Finance? 
 
Budget and Finance: Senators Murphy, Davenport, J. Hall, Veltre, Watt, and Supple. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: The membership of the Committee on Budget and Finance is proposed as 
follows:  

1. Senator Murphy from the College of Business  
2. Senator Davenport from the College of Education 
3. Senator J. Hall from the College of Business 
4. Senator Veltre from the College of Business 
5. Senator Watt from the College of Business 
6. Senator Supple from the College of Liberal Arts 

I am seeking a motion through unanimous consent to approve membership as previously read.  
 
Senator Murphy moved to approve the membership for the Committee on Budget and Finance as 
previously read through unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We will now consider the membership of the Committee on Civic 
Engagement. By a show of hands, which Senators are interested in serving on the Committee on 
Civic Engagement?  
 
Civic Engagement: Senators Rogers, Westerman, Romero, Melchor, D. Hall, Banfer, and Yang. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: The membership of the Committee on Civic Engagement is proposed as 
follows:  

1. Senator Rogers from the College of Education  
2. Senator Westerman from the College of Liberal Arts 
3. Senator Romero from the College of Agriculture, Biotechnology, and Natural Resources 
4. Senator Melchor from the College Agriculture, Biotechnology, and Natural Resources 
5. Senator D. Hall from the School of Journalism 
6. Senator Banfer from the college of Engineering 
7. Senator Yang from the College of Engineering  

I am seeking a motion through unanimous consent to approve membership as previously read.  
 
Senator Murphy moved to approve the membership for the Committee on Civic Engagement as 
previously read through unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
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Speaker Hughes said: We will now consider the membership of the Committee on Government 
Operations. By a show of hands, which Senators are interested in serving on the Committee on 
Government Operations?  
 
Government Operations: Senators Rogers, Prempeh, D. Hall, Watt, and Murphy. 
 
Speaker Hughes: The Committee on Government Operations is proposed as follows:  

1. Senator Rogers from the College of Education 
2. Senator Prempeh from the College of Division of Health Sciences  
3. Senator D. Hall from the College of Liberal Arts 
4. Senator Watt from the College of Business 
5. Senator Murphy from the College of Business  

I am seeking a motion through unanimous consent to approve membership as previously read.  
 
Senator Watt moved to approve the membership for the Committee on Government Operations 
as previously read through unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: We will now consider the membership of the Committee on Public Affairs. 
By a show of hands, which Senators are interested in serving on the Committee on Public Affairs? 
 
Public Affairs: Senators Doyle, Rogers, Ahmed, Ampié, and Harvey. 
 
Speaker Hughes: The Committee on Public Affairs is proposed as follows:  

1. Senator Doyle from the College of Liberal Arts 
2. Senator Rogers from the College of Education  
3. Senator Ahmed from Interdisciplinary Studies  
4. Senator Ampié from the College of Division of Health Sciences   
5. Senator Harvey from the College of Liberal Arts 

I am seeking a motion through unanimous consent to approve membership as previously read.  
 
Senator Watt moved to approve the membership for the Committee on Public Affairs as 
previously read through unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
Speaker Hughes said: We will wait until the special committee has a chair before considering 
membership. We will now consider the membership of the Committee on University Affairs. By 
a show of hands, which Senators are interested in serving on the Committee on University Affairs?  
 
University Affairs: Senators Doyle, Donohue, Komanduri, Ampié, Davenport, J. Hall, Collins, and 
Veltre. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: I am seeking a motion to confirm the membership of the Committee on 
University Affairs is proposed as follows:  

1. Senator Doyle from the College of Liberal Arts 
2. Senator Donohue from the College of Division of Health Sciences  
3. Senator Komanduri from College of Division of Health Sciences 
4. Senator Ampié from College of Division of Health Sciences 
5. Senator Davenport from College of Education 
6. Senator J. Hall from College of Business 
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7. Senator Collins from College of Science 
8. Senator Veltre from College of Business 

I am seeking a motion through unanimous consent to approve membership as previously read.  
 
Senator Watt moved to approve the membership for the Committee on University Affairs as 
previously read through unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 

13. ADDITIONAL BUSINESS AUTHORIZED UNDER SAS 102.04.b 
There were no petitions were received by the deadline provided under law. 

 
14. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND 

REFERRAL 
There were petitions or correspondences at this time.  

 
15. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Speaker Hughes said: Each Senator is allowed two minutes. Are there any Senators who seek recognition 
at this time? 
 
Senator Westerman said: Please sign up to write legislation. 
 
Senator Veltre asked: If we want to sit on the Special Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness 
can we change committees? 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Yes, and you can sit on more than two committees. Are there any further 
comments and announcements? 
 
There were no further comments and announcements at this time. 

 
16. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Speaker Hughes said: Please state your first and last name and your college. Is there any public comment 
at this time? 
 
Dr. Beattie said: You have made it through your first and longest meeting for Senate. Coming up, you 
will be hearing candidates for the Director positions. Look at their qualifications and do not veer off it. 
Committee chairs start looking at scheduling meetings in the President’s Conference Room in the Center 
for Student Engagement. Go to the ASUN website in order to reserve the conference room. Schedule 
the meeting in between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm since administrators may attend the meetings. Your next 
meetings will mainly be about hiring people and getting the government up and running. Have a 
goodnight. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Thank you. Is there any public comment at this time? Sit down. 
 
Geoff Green said: During the public meeting time, listen to everyone. Try not to pack up and leave. 
 
Speaker Hughes said: Thank you. I want to reiterate what Geoff green said. We will have people from the 
University attending these meetings. Do not start packing up during public comment. Is there any further 
public comment at this time? 
 
There was no further public comment at this time. 
 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes 
Wednesday, April 17th, 2019 
Page 55 

 
Speaker Hughes said: For all the Senators that will be on the Committee on Oversight, please meet with 
me after this meeting. To all the Senators, please start utilizing your Senate emails right away. Turn on 
your notifications for them. Your Senator emails are the main source of communication. It is important 
that you use it for things pertaining to Senate because it is a public email and will be tracked. For Senate 
next week, please come dressed in business casual. I expect you to read the agendas in advance. We will 
be reviewing candidates. I will send you their resumes and timelines. Please review them before the 
meeting and have questions prepared. As Senator Westerman said, look at the Excel sheet and sign up to 
write legislation. If the legislation is needed for the Nevada Legislature, we can fast track it through 
Senate with a recommendation from Director Worrall. Please send them in my 2:00 pm tomorrow for 
the meeting next week. Include a memo for why the resolution must be fast tracked. Thank you for the 
great conversations during this meeting. Last Senate session we did not have as great conversation. Is 
there any other public comment at this time? 
 
There was no further public comment at this time. 
  

17. ADJOURNMENT 
Speaker Hughes adjourned the meeting at 10:40 pm. 


	87th Session of the
	Senate of the Associated Students
	1. CONVENING OF THE EIGHTY-SEVENTH SESSION OF THE SENATE
	2. OPENING CEREMONIES
	a. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

	3. ASCERTAINMENT OF QUORUM
	4. PUBLIC COMMENT
	5. INAUGURAL CEREMONIES
	6. ELECTION OF THE SPEAKER
	7. ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS TO SPEAKER AND SENATORS
	8. ELECTION OF THE SENATE OFFICERS
	a. Speaker Pro Tempore
	b. Parliamentarian

	9. CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS
	a. Committee to Notify the President
	b. Notifying the President of the Election of the Speaker

	10. ADOPTION OF THE RULES OF THE SENATE
	11. DISPOSITION OF VACANT SEATS
	12. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND SENATORS TO COMMITTEES
	a. Academics
	b. Budget and Finance
	c. Civic Engagement
	d. Government Operations
	e. Public Affairs
	f. Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness
	g. University Affairs

	13. ADDITIONAL BUSINESS AUTHORIZED UNDER SAS 102.04.b
	14. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND REFERRAL
	15. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
	16. PUBLIC COMMENT
	17. ADJOURNMENT


