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Committee on Public Affairs 
Senate of the Associated Students 86th Session  

Minutes for Tuesday, February 26th, 2019 at 5:00 p.m.  
Mathewson-IGT Knowledge Center Room 426 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Alvarez called the Committee on Public Affairs meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. in Room 
426, Fourth Floor of the Mathewson-IGT Knowledge Center. Presiding secretary, Dominique 
Hernandez.  

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Senator Alvarez, Aziz, Dobbs, Green and Westerman were present. 
 
A quorum was present. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 There was no public comment at this time. 
 

4. MINUTES 
There are no minutes to be discussed at this time.  
 
5. REPORTS OF THE DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  
 
Director Worrall thanked Senator Aziz for coming to their lobby day yesterday. She said they were 
actually trying to do another one around conservation and sustainability and they were going to 
partner with other organizations. That was going to be on March 12th. There was going to be a 
training for it on March 5th. They had been tracking some environmental bills and they were hoping 
fast track it. They wanted to go there with something they Senate hadn’t passed. They were doing 
the legislative priorities and one of those was environmentalism which was also going through the 
Senate. Having environmental specific bills would be awesome though.  
 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

There is no old business to be discussed.  
 

7. NEW BUSINESS  
 

a. S. Res. 86- A Resolution in Support of Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of 
Nevada’s Ratification of the 15th Amendment 

Senator Alvarez said they went over the first three resolutions last Friday. She thanked the 
committee for being committed. 
 
Senator Alvarez sought a motion to favorably recommend Senate Resolution 86 A 
Resolution in Support of Sexual Assault Survivors in the State of Nevada. 
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Senator Aziz moved to favorably recommend Senate Resolution 86 A Resolution in Support 
of Sexual Assault Survivors in the State of Nevada. 
 
Senator Green seconded.  
 
Senator Alvarez said she was approached by President Jackson and Gabby Ortiz Flores 
regarding the 150th anniversary of Nevada's ratification of the 15th amendment.  For those 
who weren’t aware, it gave people of color the right to vote and it was last of the 
reconstruction era amendments. They discovered that Nevada was the first state to ratify it. 
It was just a fun amendment to be sent to their elected officials to remind them it was an 
important thing to celebrate and discuss. 
 
Senator Green said first of all, he supported the resolution and he thought it was really 
awesome. He was wondering if there was going to be anything that was going to further it to 
let students know. 
 
Senator Alvarez said she had a discussion with President Jackson and she had been reaching 
out but there hadn’t been a lot of publicity yet because they hadn’t approved it yet. 
 
Senator Dobbs asked if it was going to be on the agenda tomorrow. 
 
Senator Alvarez said yes.  
 
The resolution passed. 
 
b. Policy Briefs 
Senator Alvarez said she expected everyone to keep up with the policy briefs that had been 
sent out. She wanted to see where everyone was with resolutions and policy briefs or 
opinions. Then, proceeding on talking about their discussion with Vic Redding. 
 
Senator Westerman said she hadn’t been receiving anything because she didn’t have a 
Senator email yet. 
 
Senator Alvarez said she would send them to her. She would get her caught up with them 
but there had only been four policy briefs.  
 
Senator Dobbs asked if there was any way they could see who had started their resolutions.  
 
Senator Alvarez said they could start a google document of just resolutions that were being 
done. She asked her if there was anything she interested in specifically. 
 
Senator Dobbs said she was interested in the homeless youth in Nevada bill because it would 
include youth under 24 which would include their students. 
 
Senator Alvarez said she would assign that to her. 



Committee on Public Affairs Minutes 
Tuesday, February 26, 2019 
Page 3 
 

 
Senator Green asked Director Worrall if this was the Senate bill that had just passed. 
 
Director Worrall said it was the one that just passed.  
 
Senator Aziz said the SB 132 was limiting the Board of Regents.  He met with his Associate 
Dean tomorrow but from the brief passing they had, his Associate Dean thought it was a 
good safe guard but his Dean thought it shouldn’t happen. Even though his Associate Dean 
was able to negotiate 10 million dollars of an 18 million dollar sale back towards CABNR, if 
all 18 million that was currently pending were to come back the President Johnson would 
have no reason to make the sale in the first place because he would gain nothing. He was 
seeing them both being 50-50 on it. He was personally also conflicted because he saw that it 
would be a good safeguard to have but if it ruined their current sale then nothing would 
happen to the 10 million they already had negotiated for. His Dean also proposed that if 
they did make that sale and they got 10 million dollars back they could put an easement on 
the remaining 750 acres they had which meant it could never be developed or sold anyway 
so that might have been the best option to protect what they had while also protecting the 
10 million they had from their college.  
 
Senator Ahmed said he hadn’t started writing his resolutions.  
 
Senator Alvarez said she expected to see them in the next week or so. 
 
Senator Westerman said she was currently working on a resolution in opposition of the 
proposed pack transit fee. She spoke to many liberal arts students and no one was in support 
of it. 
 
Senator Aziz said that former Senator Kirkendoll made a statement that parking transit 
services came to ASUN last year for the same fee. When ASUN said no they consolidated 
the bus lines and to him it sounded like a revenge plot. He asked Senator Westerman if she 
knew anything about it.  
 
Senator Westerman said no. 
 
Senator Green said Dr. Beattie would probably know.  
 
Senator Alvarez said she knew she assigned Senator Ahmed the summer school resolution. 
They already had the advanced manufacturing within the budget but she thought the new 
performance funding and faculty compensation would be great things. 

 
Senator Westerman said she would do one resolution for performance funding. 

 
Senator Alvarez said they did have a deadline so she wanted these resolutions done before 
spring break so she could put them on the agenda and pass them through Senate. They 
could have the meeting the week before. 
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Director Worrall said she wanted to say that tomorrow at the legislature they were going 
over the UNR budget. Everything Vic talked to them about was going to be gone over if 
anyone wanted to go and make public comment. 
 
Senator Alvarez said they couldn’t make public comment until a resolution was already built 
as advised by Dr. Beattie.  
 
Senator Green asked if they could go down to the legislature as an individual.  
 
Senator Alvarez said they could but it would be better to go backed by the ASUN situation. 

 
8. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time. 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
The Committee on Public Affairs meeting was adjourned at 5:18 p.m. 
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