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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER  
Speaker Martinez called the Senate meeting to order at 5:31 pm in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd 
Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy and Legislative Clerk Brooke 
Hansen.  
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
Speaker Martinez and Senators Ahmed, Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Dobbs, Feil, 
Grant, Green, Hughes, Hudson, Lemus, McKinney, Rogaczewski, Rogers, Wilcox, and Yeghiayan were 
present.  
 
Senator Sewell was absent excused.  
 
A quorum was present.  
 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
a. The minutes from October 24th, 2018  
b. The minutes from November 28th, 2018  
c. The minutes from December 5th, 2018 

 
Senator Burton moved to approve items 4a-c by unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Marc Johnson, President of the University of Nevada, Reno and Heidi Gansert, Executive Director of 
External Relations. President Johnson said he wanted to discuss the context of the gateway area and where 
they were. He knew the body had a resolution to oppose the demolition of the houses. He wanted to give 
them context for what got them in this position. He hoped it wasn’t a position they had to follow through. 
For context, the University spent many years working hard to develop a broader campus for the growing 
student body and faculty and staff. Director Gansert can talk about the specific actions they took and what 
was going to happen with the houses in the gateway area. Back in the beginning stages of when they were 
creating the university master plan in 2014, the University worked with the City and the Regional 
Transportation commission to develop master plan that proceeded campus that was walkable and bike-able 
and had good mobility. To do that, they had to grow the campus with new facilities to accommodate the 
growing student body. To do that, they needed to develop land close to what currently existed in academics 
area. Before beginning work on the master plan in 2014, the University completed its previous master plan 
that allowed it to expand to Sutro St. on the east but nothing on the south. The City also wanted to make a 
vibrant town by cleaning up downtown and connecting Midtown to the University by asking the University 
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to grow south. The University came up with a plan to grow south from 9th St. all the way to I-80 and the 
City will work with private investors to develop private housing, grocery stores, and businesses south of 
highway. In December 2014, the University took the master plan to the Board of Regents, who then 
approved it, including the gateway area expansion. In April of 2016, the University’s master plan to expand 
into the gateway area was adopted into the City of Reno master plan. It was all well-coordinated. In the first 
picture, they can see how the University worked to collect properties to fulfil that plan. On the map that 
includes I-80, Center St., Lake St., Evans Park, and the SAE house, which land was purchased with funds 
given to them by a donor who wanted to accelerate the purchase of the houses. This way, they would be 
able to create the footprints for the new academic buildings. They were able to buy all the houses but one, 
the one with the red dot. They are working with the owners of that house. The next page showed what the 
University planned to do with the land. They will be putting academic buildings and a parking garage for the 
south side of campus. Business Building would move southward and be facing the community, as they have 
always desired. The campus also needs a new life science building, agriculture building, and a bio labs 
building. More modern labs can’t be built into the older buildings since they are from 1952. Finally, they can 
see a 1,000 space garage for parking. As they moved along with the City, the interest of individuals that 
wanted to see the houses in gateway area retained there for historic purposes fell into opposition with what 
the University planned to do. They met with the Historic Resources Commission (HRC) from the City and 
agreed that demolition was the last option for the houses. They then spent the next five years trying to move 
them. The University asked the Commission to help them find ways and places to move the houses. He 
wanted Director Gansert to talk about the steps they took in trying to find alternative locations.  
 
Director Gansert said, like President Johnson mentioned, the City of Reno approved the University’s 
expansion into the gateway district into the City’s master plan in April 2016. In July 2106, the University 
went to the HRC to discuss trying to keep the houses by moving them. They talked to the City of Reno but 
the houses were too expensive to maintain for tours. They went to Washoe County to see if the county 
wanted them for transitional housing as well as NDOT to find land for the houses and the Nevada Housing 
Division for funding. They spent months trying to move the houses across the highway but in the end, 
Washoe County had the movement of the houses fall through because it was too expensive to renovate 
them. It would cost around $313,000-$415,000 without moving them; that was $60,000-$100,000 per house. 
There are no resources for moving them. They spent a long time trying to make that work. The University 
talked to nonprofits but they had no resources. In May of last year, they opened the houses up to anyone 
that wanted them. They just needed to provide proof that they had land or control of land for the houses 
and funds to move them. They prioritized anyone that would keep the houses in Washoe County and/or if 
they took more than one house. There were three qualified bidders and two of them are now under contract. 
If you look at the white house that is currently on 9th St., it has been cleaned up and will be on Arlington 
Ave. The second house had a setback with the parcel of land it was going to sit on. Two of the houses are 
going to be potentially moved. A third entity had a successful bid with Burning Man. They were going to 
move the houses and use them for a Burning Man exhibition and were even under contract as of September 
2018. But they reversed their position and decided not to take the houses. Because they breached their 
contract, ten houses that were being moved are now not being moved. All the information that discussed 
this process is part of open meetings; discussions with the City Council, the HRC, the RFP process, and the 
bidders/contracts are available. They very thoroughly documented everything, including a letter with 
documentation from the state for SHIPO. There are twelve houses total but together, only six could be 
considered together for the historic register. They had been looking to transfer ownership of the homes 
eligible for the registry. The next page had two parties that came forward for the houses. They are not 
currently under contract but one is interested in a single home and the other in as many as six homes. A 
fourth party is working with the City of Reno since they had land parcels. They worked with the City and 
the State to find for land parcels they weren’t using. They hadn’t been successful in finding land. The trouble 
always arises in that people that are willing to pay for moving the houses don’t want to assume the 
responsibility of maintaining them and the University can’t maintain them. This fourth party is willing to 
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assume ownership and movement meaning that 1-3 houses are under contract. It doesn’t add up to 12 but 
they are focusing on moving the six houses that are eligible to be added to the historic register.  
 
President Johnson said they put a lot of effort to get the houses moved and only mentioned demolition 
when all their efforts were not enough and they ran out of options. A major reason they wanted this land 
was to create more academic buildings and parking. This is not compatible with preserving the houses. If 
these last efforts are not successful, then they will have to demolish.  
 
The body moved into questions at this time.  
 
Senator Feil asked if the University will be transparent about any plans to demolish the houses if moving 
those falls through. 
 
President Johnson said yes. In addition, the Sagebrush and RGJ covers all building plans. One accusation that 
had been made was that the University didn’t have any immediate construction plans, but they do. In order 
to come up with designs for the Business Building, they had to secure a site without public relations issues. 
This was the only way they could hire architect to develop plans. They need the plans before they can raise 
money to pay for it. If they get early donations, they can continue with construction designs. That takes 
about one year. By spring 2020, they should be able to start construction. 
 
Senator Feil said the diagram that included the different designations for buildings had a blank space with 
no designation. She asked what that will be.  
 
President Johnson said that was an unknown future building cite. They had architects working on the new 
business building, the parking garage, and the life science building. For that little place, they can dream up 
another building in the future.  
 
Senator Burton said that in his conversations with Dean Mosier, he knew that a strip of land included in this 
plan was supposed to be used by RTC. He asked if that is being impacted. 
 
President Johnson said that is a question they had gotten often. Virginia St. is on the left side in that picture. 
RTC notified the owners of motels, the owners of the bookstore since the bookstore rents that space, and 
tattoo parlor that property is being condemned if they can’t all come up with money to buy the space. The 
Virginia St. master plan for RTC included a transportation center there. It would be nice to plan something 
with RTC. In planning their footprints, they see Jimmy John’s owns their building and land but the 
University is working with them so Jimmy John’s can move. 
 
Senator Alvarez understood the concept for Plan B where they would move Evans Park into the gateway 
district. She asked what the process was on that.  
 
Director Gansert said they talked to the City of Reno about that and they met with legal counsel about 
transferring or realigning the park, but that is a heavy lift. At this time, they will not move forward with that. 
There was a restriction that was placed on that land on Evans for a park. They could shift the land to be like 
a quad, something that the City is interested in. But that takes quite a bit of effort. 
 
Senator Clemons asked if the only issue was that there weren’t enough investors to move the houses.  
 
President Johnson said yes that is correct. Moving the houses is one issue but so is maintaining them 
afterwards. Someone has to do the upkeep, manage them, and use them. Otherwise, they just become houses 
sitting somewhere. It wasn’t just a matter of investors but also of people that want to invest in sprucing the 
houses and in operating and/or living in them.  
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Senator Dobbs asked if there were plans for the SAE house.  
 
President Johnson said there were no plan for the SAE house. That was an actively occupied house and the 
University can do its expansions without needing to do anything with the SAE house. If in 10-15 years from 
now the University needs to expand into that area, they will need to negotiate with SAE. The current master 
plans have no plan to expand over the house.  
 
There were no further questions for President Johnson or Director Gansert at this time.  
 
Speaker Martinez thanked them for explaining the situation and giving the body some context. He was very 
grateful.  
 
President Johnson was grateful for the body’s time.  
 
Speaker Martinez said Carin Lindloff cannot make it. He asked if there was any further public comment at 
this time.  
 
Dr. Beattie said Dr. Marczynski is retiring. There are candidates coming in who are interviewing for the 
positions. He had the times and names of the candidates on the board. Each candidate will be from 12:00 
pm – 1:30 pm in the Blind Onion. He encouraged the body to attend and ask questions; get to know them 
since the Dean of Students and Student Services reports to this person. Come with questions about the 
candidate’s philosophy for shared governance.  
 
Speaker Martinez said he sits on the search committee and there are many great candidates. Dr. Marczynski 
comes to all their Senate meetings. He encouraged the body to look at who wants to be involved with 
students. If you can make it, it would be amazing.  
 
There was no further public comment at this time  
 

6. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND REFERRAL 
There are no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 

 
7. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS 

Speaker Martinez asked the ASUN Officers to keep their reports short if possible because they had a special 
election later for the Committee on University Affairs but understood since this was their first meeting back 
after break.  
 

a. President of the Associated Students, Hannah Jackson  
President Jackson welcomed everyone back. She wanted senate to know that they can expect 
someone to be present for all executive reports, either they give their reports or someone will give 
it for them. Can ask them questions ad have dialogue. She wanted to share three priority for ASUN 
for the rest of the year. First was the town hall follow-up which they had been communicating over 
the break. Having regular townhall meetings to follow-up on concerns like sexual assault, ADA 
accessibility, focused educational programing, anti-Semitism, and safety on campus. The second 
priority being Nevada Student Alliance, Board of Regents, and Nevada Legislature proposal. 
Director Worrall will go over them in the coming weeks.  
 

Senator Feil entered the room at 6:08 pm.  
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President Jackson said the University is working to sustain the Carnegie designation and is working 
towards getting the civic engagement designation. That is what she worked on over break and will 
have more details later. She forgot to mention that she is looking forward to retreat. Take time 
before it to brainstorm ideas; they will be discussing the details of the town hall to address student 
concerns. She asked the body come with ideas. She will send out documents, feedback, and changes 
they can implement in all of ASUN, including Senate.   
 

Senator Yeghiayan left the room at 6:10 pm.  
 

b. Vice President of the Associated Students, Carissa Bradley 
Vice President Bradley gave a shout out to Senators Feil and Hughes for presenting at the last 
orientation session for transfer and OISS students. The presentations are important for recruiting 
future campus leaders, not just for ASUN but also club leaders. For athletics, because the basketball 
team is doing well that meant that the student ticket cap will be implemented at every game. They 
need to communicate with their constituents that they need to get there early for student tickets. 
There are 1,150 free student tickets. Students can still purchase tickets but free tickets will be 
capped.  She wanted to open the floor up to concerns they may have heard or stories students have 
had with the new policy. She had a few students reach out to her over break and asked if anyone 
had reached out to Senators regarding the ticket policy. 
 
Senator Clemons hadn’t heard anything but wanted to hear what students had told her.  
 
Vice President Bradley said students had asked why they can’t go to the game if they pay tuition 
and other similar concerns saying a cap shouldn’t exist. She is working with athletics to create a 
master plan to communicate the policy, whether through an Instagram story or officers posting it 
personally. ASUN can also post on their social media and to give students a heads up. Athletics 
does let students in 1.5 hours before tipoff so there should be plenty of time to get tickets.  
 
Senator Clemons asked if the 1,150 seats are the only seats offered to students. 
 
Vice President Bradley said yes. Essentially, the student section is located near the basketball court 
by the rim. That section is reserved for students and it only contains 1,150 seats.  
 

Senator Yeghiayan entered the room at 6:13 pm.  
 
Senator Burton said there was an issue with constituents getting into game and sitting at their seats 
but then they are being asked to move and them getting kicked out of the stadium. 
 
Vice President Bradley said she had heard similar concerns and will bring that up again with 
Athletics. 
 
Senator Aziz asked if students could buy tickets for other sections.  
 
Vice President Bradley said not anymore. If they sold out, there would be no more tickets to be 
sold. The 1.150 seats is truly the cap and there are no more tickets to be sold once the game sells 
out. Another challenge she had for the body relates to elections. Elections are coming up soon and 
filing will be starting. She knew how challenging it can be to run; she asked them to encourage their 
peers to run. She will talk more at retreat about decorum and other things like that but it was on 
them to take a grassroots approach to get the best representation in ASUN at the table and in the 
President and Vice President Offices.  
 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes  
Wednesday, January 23rd, 2019 
Page 6 

 
c. Chief Justice, Kate Groesbeck 

Chief Justice Groesbeck said she had a few updates. First, the internship started up again yesterday 
and they had a big group meeting that went well. She will be meeting one-on-one with each of them 
to see how the internship has been going and what they wanted to accomplish this semester. She 
decided to have the internship end on March 8th. It was recommended by Chief of Staff Dutcher 
so that the internship doesn’t interfere with other ASUN activities. At the end of the semester, she 
met with Attorney General Moore about SAS revisions. She is finalizing her comments and 
suggestions. She met with Dr. Beattie, Director Little, and Attorney General Moore about elections; 
they are working hard to ensure fair elections. There is an intern meeting in the President’s 
Conference Room on Tuesday at 6:00 pm. Judicial meetings will take place on Fridays at 1:00 pm, 
also in the President’s Conference Room.  
 

d. Chief of Staff, Matthew Dutcher  
Intern Finkle read the report into the record:  

“Hello Senators. I will not be able to make it to the beginning of Senate meetings if at all, due 
to my internship for my major. For the times that I am not there, my intern Kevin Finkler will 
be delivering my reports.   So far my work has been centered around the overall internship 
program and making sure that is started, as well as developing the curriculum for the Executive 
Internship Program.   Beyond that, obviously, I gave been preparing our Spring Retreat this 
Saturday. As a reminder, Retreat will be 9am to 5pm in PSAC 113. We have developed an 
exciting schedule so please come ready to work! Also, please look over the email I sent to the 
asungov list serve to see what materials you will all need to bring.  Finally, be on the lookout 
for an invite to ASUN Banquet!  Please email me with any questions, thank you!” 
 

e. Director of Clubs and Organizations, Luke Bittar 
Director Bittar said the department had its first meeting this morning and they heard funding 
requests. Moving forward, they will meet Fridays at 4:00 pm for their weekly meetings. They are 
working on club fair, which will be this Friday from 4:00-7:00 pm. They are finalizing the details. 
He hoped to see them there. It will be a great time to interact with their constituents and talk about 
elections. Also, the spring 1 funding hearing is coming up next week. They will be holding a 
workshop on Wednesday from 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm to answer questions and help fill out 
applications. 
 
Senator Burton asked if they had only the ballrooms or all of the Joe for club fair.  
 
Director Bittar said they had the 3rd and 4th floors.  
 

f. Director of Event Programming, Austin Lensch 
Director Lensch said over break, he spent time working with President Jackson and his Assistant 
Directors to solidify their plan for the semester and decide on funds. To save time, more info on 
the events will come to them over the next few weeks. Right now, the department is busy with 
welcome back week. If you see a programmer, give them a pat on the back. They have done two 
events already. He will pass around the hand bills and posted it on the Facebook page. He asked 
them to share the information on social media. He thanked those that came out to yesterday’s and 
today’s events. He was looking forward to the rest of week. They had the coffee crawl on Thursday. 
Please join them in the KC Rotunda from 8:00 am – 12:00 pm for pastries, coffee, and goodies. 
Programming will be working at club fair running carnival games and providing hot chocolate and 
snacks. Again, come out to check out clubs and help with games. Also, encourage students to 
participate. Programming will be meeting Thursdays from 7:30 – 8:30 in the Joe. It would be cool 
to see some new faces in public comment.  
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Senator Clemons asked when the spring concert will be. 
 
Director Lensch said currently, the date was set for April 19th. They struggled with finding dates 
and a venue but they are working on that currently.  
 

g. Director of Legislative Affairs, Katie Worrall 
Director Worrall said the department getting ready for the Legislative Session that will be starting 
on February 4th. She hoped they can all go down. That same day, her department will be having an 
event. It was a Lobby Fair from 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm. Different lobbying organizations will be present 
to talk to students about what they do so students can find an organization they can help. The 
graphics will be ready soon; she hoped they can promote the events. The department will give away 
food and prizes. 
 

h. Director of Diversity and Inclusion, Arezo Amerzada 
Assistant Director Purdue said:  

“A couple of events are happening soon: 

 Film Screening "Mountains That Take Wing: A Conversation with Angela Davis and 
Yuri Kochiyama": January 30th @ 6:00pm inJoe Theater 

 -Angela Davis Lecture: Feb 6 6:00pm in JCSU Ballrooms.  
Also some updates on things we are working towards: 

 Meeting with Hannah and Hillel about bringing the ADL (Anti-Defamation League) 
to campus to coordinate some workshops/events on combating anti-semitism.  

 Search committee is now moving into the next phase of the search: Skype interviews. 

 We’ve been working with graduate assistant, KaPreace Young, to expose prospective 
black students to the black community on campus and in the city of Reno. So we 
organized a book of resources of black faculty, staff, clubs & orgs, and business 
owners. This was done to lower the rate of black students transferring out of the 
University. Although there were not many black students who attended the Spring 
orientation, each student who picked up a guide and their parents were pleased to see 
the effort we were making. We are excited to make this an ongoing resource for 
students.” 

 
Senator Rogers left the room at 6:25 pm.  

 
i. Director of Sustainability, Sierra Jickling 

Senator Rogers entered the room at 6:26 pm. 
 
Director Jickling said the SNIF application closed the last weekend of winter break. They received 
3 applications, which was exciting. All the applications had to do with waste reduction. Students 
pay attention to waste and wanted to seek change. SNIF is hopefully one avenue but writing 
resolutions is another way. She wanted to work with them on that. Lastly, Earth Day 2019 is all 
gears turning. She had it scheduled for the week of April 22nd-27th. It was almost a full week of 
events with Friday being a rest day and Saturday the 27th will be a day of service to plant trees or 
clean up garbage. That whole week will be full of tabling, and club and orgs, and speakers. She is 
working with a few folks on that.  
 

j. Director of Campus and Public Relations, Mapuana Andrade 
Director Andrade had a couple of things. First, she is starting to schedule meetings with 
departments and committees to begin social media plans that will update everyone on social media 
about what they are working on, especially things done behind the scene so they can be transparent. 
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This meant she can help any department or committee make a marketing plan to push through 
weekly, monthly, biweekly or whatever for social media to help keep them accountable and let 
students know what is being done by ASUN. That is best way to do that. Also, she is working on 
creating club marketing materials for elections. The ASUN accounts will have a question feature so 
students can ask questions. She will get the ball rolling by asking a few first. She encouraged them 
to also ask questions to give information to students for what they would want to know. She wanted 
to nip misconceptions in the bud. That had worked in past. Also, she is crafting marketing for 
TEDx ticket sales. If the body can share it, that would be awesome. She and Chief of Staff Dutcher 
will brainstorm at retreat about following up on the town hall events. Something like setting regular 
town hall meeting. They can email her if they wanted to help with any of that.  
 
President Jackson said one thing she wanted to include in her report that she forgot is that TEDx 
tickets can be purchased at the Wolf Shop. ASUN gets 15 tickets that are given away to students 
through contests to get more people involved and engaged.  
 
Director Andrade said tickets will be for sale until they run out.  
 

k. Director of Campus Wellness, Brennan Jordan 
Director Jordan said he has been working over break with campus dining to do an Instagram 
takeover to highlight different food and snacking options around campus. That will be coming next 
week and will show students what food bucks and other things can buy. If they want to follow 
campus dinning, please push that out. Also, if interested, he will hopefully bring an advocate for 
victims of sexual assault to progress that conversation. He wanted to partner with Athletics, NV 
cares, and ASUN. If they wanted more information, they can email him. Another thing is a video 
called Man Up will be shown to discuss campus culture about toxic masculinity and masculinity 
around the world.  It will shed light on issues, thoughts, and perceptions that are not typically 
addressed. He is putting together a committee to go over questions, topics, who will be speaking, 
etc.  
 

l. Attorney General, Omar Moore 
President Jackson read the report into the record:  

“Hi everyone! Just a couple things since I couldn’t be present. 
- More opinions to be published in the next couple days. Keep your inquiries coming, 

you know my link on the page. 
- The meeting this month with the Parking and Traffic Board was cancelled due to 

weather but pushed to first week of Feb. 
- Most of my efforts over the coming few months will be invested in running the 

elections with our dope Elections Director Daniel Little. We’re super excited for the 
best season and extra thanks to all you peeps here already promoting elections on 
your social media. Y’all are A1! (pronounced aye-won) 

That’s it for now! More updates to come.” 
 

m. Speaker of the Senate, Anthony Martinez 
Speaker Martinez asked the body to please attend this Friday come and talk about elections. That 
will ease tensions and encourage more students to file. It was a great way to reach out to students. 
He reminded the body that they had limited time as senators; any legislation and meetings they 
wanted to have need to be done as soon as possible. Once March/April comes around, they will be 
at the end. Outreach hours sheets have been sent out and the printed books are in. Come look at 
them in the office. They are really awesome, were printed in color, and show the events from 
previous sessions. Come to the offices.  
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8. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND SENATORS TO COMMITTEES 

The Senate shall elect Chairpersons and senators to the following standing committees: 
a. The Committee on University Affairs 

Speaker Martinez said: The next order of business is agenda item 8: Appointment of Chairs and 
Senators to Committees. The Senate shall elect a chair to the following Standing Committee: 1. 
Senate Committee on University Affairs Each nominee for the Chair will be allowed three minutes 
to make a presentation before the Senate. Legislative Clerk Hansen will be keeping time and will 
give the nominees a time warning. At the conclusion of each presentation, each Senator may pose 
questions to the nominee for a maximum time of five minutes. When all nominees are done 
presenting, the voting for that Chair will commence by roll call vote. I will now be accepting 
nominations from the floor for the Senate Committee on University Affairs. Nominations are now 
in order.  

 
Senator Alvarez nominated Senator Green; Senator Green accepted. 
 
Senator Yeghiayan nominated herself.  
 
There were no further nominations; nominations were closed.  
 
Speaker Martinez said nominations will be recognized in the order they were made. The following 
have been nominated for the Chair on the Senate Committee on University Affairs: 

1. Senator Green, from the College of Science 
2. Senator Yeghiayan, from the College of Liberal Arts 

All nominees have been placed in nomination. Nominees, we recommend for you to leave the 
Ballroom during the interview portion of the other candidates, however you are entitled to stay 
according to Nevada Revised Statues. 
 

Senator Yeghiayan left the room at 6:37 pm. 
 
Speaker Martinez said: Senator Green, you are now recognized for your three-minute presentation. 
 
Senator Green said welcomed everyone back and hoped they had a great break. He will keep his 
speech short since his goals are straightforward. He wanted to run since he was happy with the 
work of the committee last semester and wanted to continue it so they can finish the session strong. 
His main function is to be a liaison between students and university departments. The main way he 
planned to carry out that goal was through outreach and legislation. Last semester, they had several 
departments speak to the body as a whole or to the committee, like the DRC, Counseling Services, 
UNR PD, Office of Sorority and Fraternity Life, and others. With outreach, he expected each 
senator on the committee to be a liaison to several departments and expecting those senators to 
reach out to their assigned departments. They should find out events they are holding in next few 
months and how ASUN can promote them and make sure they attend the events. That is the best 
way to bridge the gap, as well as with legislation. He expected the senators that are on the committee 
to write one piece of legislation before the session ends. The committee has discussed several issues 
with the topics and issues on campus. Former Senator Mata put together the safety walk and that 
turned out successful; they got some great information and insight. Some legislation could be 
written from that information. He was looking forward to talking about the town hall and reiterate 
it. Any legislation that comes from the town hall will go through University Affairs. He was looking 
forward to the discussion. His main two goals was outreach and legislation; that was the best way 
to finish the year strong.  
 
The body moved to questions at this time.  
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Senator Aziz asked Senator Green if time would be an issue since he currently sits on four 
committees and if elected, Oversight would be his fifth. 
  
Senator Green said if he was appointed, he will drop from at least one if not two.  
 
Senator Collins said one of the duties of chairs is to post agendas. She asked Senator Green if he 
was comfortable doing that.  
 
Senator Green said he was. Last semester, Senator Alvarez asked him to do when she was sick and 
did that for her.  
 
Senator Feil asked Senator Green if he had spoken to former Senator Mata about any challenges or 
tips and tricks. 
 
Senator Green said not yet but if he was appointed that will be his first priority. He wanted to see 
what goals Senator Mata had so he can carry them out during their remaining time.  
 
Senator Burton asked Senator Green what kinds of things he was planning to do to hold his 
committee accountable for outreach. 
 
Senator Green said he will ask for weekly reports. At the first meeting, he will ask them to reach 
out to their departments immediately. He will ask them weekly if they heard back and will 
continuously nag to be sure they are on top of it.   
 
There were no further questions at this time; the body moved to the next nomination.  
 

Senator Green left the room at 6:44 pm. 
Senator Yeghiayan entered the room at 6:44.  

 
Senator Yeghiayan said she wanted to start off by saying that she really fell in love with University 
Affairs and thanked the body for the opportunity to run. She worked with Senator Mata on 
agendizing and posting and writing legislation. She made connections with various groups like the 
DRC and UNR PD. She will be able to continue the goals the committee developed based on the 
town hall feedback. She wanted to get in contact with the fitness center to address gender inclusion 
for defense classes, something that was brought up in the town hall. She was passionate about the 
committee and hoped they give her the opportunity to lead.  
 
The body moved to questions at this time.  
 
Senator Burton asked Senator Yeghiayan what focus she wanted to bring to the committee.  
 
Senator Yeghiayan said even though it was a short time, she wanted to focus on the town hall 
feedback. She brought ideas and wanted to keep the ball rolling. 
 
Senator Wilcox asked Senator Yeghiayan what her expectations would be for the committee 
members if elected.  
 
Senator Yeghiayan said she expected the committee to work diligently in a short time. She had goals 
in mind from the feedback. That was very important. 
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Senator Burton asked Senator Yeghiayan to expand on her goals.  
 
Senator Yeghiayan said one goal was getting gender inclusive classes, especially girls on guard. She 
found it important to make gender inclusive things. Other things were marketing the safe pack app 
since not many students know about it.  
 
Senator Rogers asked Senator Yeghiayan how she planned to hold her committee accountable.  
 
Senator Yeghiayan said with updates every time the committee meets and also assigning things. It 
wasn’t good to just say they should do something.   
 
There were no further questions at this time. The body moved to discussion of both nominees.  
 

Senator Yeghiayan left the room at 6:48 pm. 
 
Speaker Martinez said: If there are no further questions for the nominee, we have concluded and 
will move into a general debate from the floor. It has been customary for Senators to review the 
pros and cons for each nominee in the order in which the presentations were given. However, this 
process is not binding on the Senate. 
 
Senator Feil said it was clear that Senator Green came in with set goals and a clear vision for the 
committee. That was very important. The committee needed to have leader that was focused and 
objective. He didn’t think Senator Yeghiayan had specific, measurable goals. She was a great 
committee member but didn’t see her as chair. 
 
Senator Burton said Senator Yeghiayan talked about what they got from the town hall meetings, 
like promoting gender inclusive classes and the safety app. Senator Green wanted legislation and 
outreach. Senator Yeghiayan didn’t have any other goals.  
 
Senator Rogers was worried that Senator Yeghiayan wouldn’t be able to hold people accountable if 
they don’t follow through. 
 
Senator Clemons said it came down to accountability. Senator Green had a forward answer about 
nagging and Senator Yeghiayan seemed relaxed. 
 
Senator McKinney said with the short time they had left, Senator Green being his vice chair, and 
Senator Green helping Senator Alvarez post agendas, he had a skillset that Senator Yeghiayan didn’t 
have.  
 
Senator Rogaczewski pointed out that since Senator Green was a member of four committees and 
he didn’t want to remove him from the other committees. He also valued that Senator Yeghiayan 
wanted to continue previous work from former Senator Mata.  
 
Senator Amaya asked who the vice chair of the committee is.  
 
Senator Clemons said he was the chair.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked if there was further discussion.  
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Senator Burton said to respond to Senator Rogaczewski, it was good to start new initiatives if 
Senator Green removed himself from other committees. It opens opportunities for some senators 
to get involved. 
 
Senator Amaya liked that Senator Yeghiayan worked with former Senator Mata; Senator Green 
hadn’t talked to former Senator Mata. That showed her that Senator Yeghiayan’s interest was there 
all along. 
 
There was no further discussion at this time; the body moved to a roll call vote.  
 
Yeghiayan: Amaya 
Green: Ahmed, Alvarez, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Dobbs, Feil, Grant, Hudson, Hughes, 
Lemus, McKinney, Rogaczewski, Rogers, Wilcox  
 
Senator Green received majority of the vote.  
 
Senator Burton moved to approve Senator Green as Chair for the Committee on University Affairs. 
Senator Alvarez seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Senators Green and Yeghiayan entered the room at 6:54 pm. 
Senator Wilcox left the room at 6:54 pm.  

 
9. REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEES 

b. Chair, Committee on Academics- Senator Collins 
Senator Collins said it was good to see them all. The committee will meet Fridays at 4 pm and they 
have a meeting this Friday. They will discuss the core curriculum with President Jackson and some 
guests. One big update, the tiny beta science fair will be a week from tomorrow on January 31st. She 
sent out the GivePulse link only 4 signed up but they need at last 30 volunteers because there will 
be at least 400 students and clubs. This will be a great way to get their outreach hours. There will 
be multiple shifts from the morning to the afternoon. She will send the link out again. The date is 
January 31st, a Thursday.  
 
Senator Clemons asked if she sent out the link.   
 
Senator Collins said yes; she sent it out a long time ago but will resend it.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked if it was open to all ASUN officers. 
 
Senator Collins said yes. She meant to post it on the Facebook page. She said they can also tell 
anyone to come and volunteer, it wasn’t just for ASUN.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked her to state her committee time.   
 
Senator Collins said Fridays at 4:00 pm. 
 

c. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance- Senator Grant 
Senator Grant said his committee time is unchanged and will stay at 10:00 am in the President’s 
Conference Room on Fridays. The committee will meet next Friday, February 1st and will start right 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes  
Wednesday, January 23rd, 2019 
Page 13 

 
back up with a second round of reviews starting with Senate, the Contingency Fund, and Wolf Pack 
Radio.  
 

Senator Wilcox entered the room at 6:57 pm.  
 

d. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement- Senator Feil 
Senator Feil said the meeting time is Wednesdays at 4 pm in the PCR; they will have snacks. A 
bigger update: she will be resigning as chair and senator. Her formal resign is coming since she is 
studying abroad. She will be leaving in about three weeks. She is giving them time to talk to her 
about the chair position.  
 

e. Chair, Committee on Government Operations- Senator McKinney 
Senator McKinney said the committee will meet Fridays at 1:00 pm. His first meeting will be next 
Friday and they will be working on some SAS jobs that Speaker Martinez gave them.  
 

f. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs- Senator Alvarez 
Senator Alvarez said the meeting time will be Tuesdays at 5 pm and the committee will be meeting 
this Tuesday. She was not anticipating that to change since they needed to accommodate Director 
Worrall’s schedule. The Title IX changes are being made and they do not support survivors and 
allows perpetrators to intimidate victims. They couldn’t put in a resolution but they can put in public 
comments. The proposed changes had the potential to re-traumatize victims and limited the 
definition of sexual assault as well as making it so that any incidents that occur outside of a university 
may not be investigated at all. She is not an expert but from her understanding, Director Ducetperry 
didn’t agree. The deadline was fast approaching. She was asking for statements to be given to her 
or speaker Martinez so that the comments can be sent to Director Ducetperry. They needed them 
by 5 pm tomorrow since January 28th is when public comment closes.  
 
President Jackson said the Title IX coalition meeting is at 1 pm in Clark Admin tomorrow. If they 
had input, read the proposed revisions since they were complex and come and be part of 
conversation and what the comments are. If specifically interested, she can forward the email with 
some information with the proposed changes. 
 
Speaker Martinez said Director Ducetperry invited some students that are interested. If they were 
interested in speaking, let him know to get something arranged.  
 
Speaker Alvarez will be at her internship all day that day but if any of them are able to go, she would 
appreciate it.  
 

g. Chair, Committee on University Affairs 
Senator Green said that right now, the meting time is set for Fridays at 12:00 pm but it might 
change. He will let them know next meeting. Locations are TBD. If they are sitting on the 
committee and they know their assigned liaison positions, start emailing them now.  
 
Speaker Martinez Senator Green to stay after the meeting to get him set up.  
 

h. Speaker Pro-Tempore- Senator Hughes 
Senator Hughes said intern meetings will be Thursdays 7 pm. They will only focus on leadership 
and professional aspects – no ASUN things – since many of the interns plan to run for Senate. 
Three interns applied for the senate seats. She encouraged them to reach out to their interns; many 
things have changed so she won’t require them to document hours unless interns start saying 
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senators are not replying. Please make an effort to reach out. Keep Nevada box in mind. They don’t 
have to upload just yet but keep it in mind for projects they are working on.  
 

i. Chair, Committee on Oversight- Speaker Martinez 
Speaker Martinez said Oversight will meet Mondays at 9:00 am. A lot of university fees and projects 
will be going through oversight instead of Senate and chairs will take it back to their respective 
committees. On the 8th, Parking and Services will come to Oversight to talk about a potential fee. 
If interested, feel free to come in. From there, they will gauge chair ideas pursue discussions in the 
other committees. That is how many of their fees will be done.  
 
Senator Burton asked for the time. 
 
Speaker Martinez said January 28th at 9 am in the President’s Conference Room. It was a Monday.  
 

10. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were no comments or announcements at this time.  
 

11. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK APPOINTMENTS 
a. Nomination of Davis Florence to the office of Assistant Director of Clubs and 

Organizations 
Senator Burton moved to fast-track the nomination of Davis Florence  
There was no dissent; motion carried.   
 

12. APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS OF SENATORS AND ASUN OFFICIALS 
The following nominations were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate on January 16th, 2019: 

a. NOMINATION OF DAVIS FLORENCE TO THE OFFICE OF ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR OF CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS  
Senator Alvarez moved to approve the nomination of Davis Florence to the Office of Assistant 
Director for Clubs and Organizations.  
Senator Feil seconded. 
 
Director Bittar said: Good evening everyone. I will be introducing my nominee for the Assistant 
Director position Davis Florence. Davis is currently a third-year student studying Community 
Health Sciences. Davis is experienced, hardworking, and dedicated to working with the department 
to help clubs and organizations be successful. His experience working with admissions and records 
and students really made him standout as a candidate. This past semester Davis served as President 
Jackson’s intern where he was able to learn about the functions, goals, and vision of ASUN. I 
believe his involvement as an intern will assist him with overseeing the department of clubs and 
organizations internship program along with other duties and responsibilities. He has displayed a 
strong grasp of all department functions, policies and procedures. His mission of working towards 
more community service is directly in line with the mission of the department. I am confident that 
Davis will excel in his position. With that I would like to introduce Davis Florence. 
 
Mr. Florence said: My name is Davis Florence. I am a third-year student studying Community 
Health Sciences and Psychology. From the time I stepped on this campus I have spent thousands 
of hours dedicating my time to enhance the experience of my fellow students. This involves putting 
in eighty-hour weeks to help the graduation coordinators ensure that the commencement 
ceremonies go off without a hitch. It involves carrying out the Advanced Registration process 
which has allowed me to make the first semester class schedule for the last two classes of Health 
Science Freshman. Being able to reach out to incoming first year students to make their schedule 
and assist their transition to college was a valuable experience. It also involves going to recruitment 
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events to assist the Health Science Advisers with educating prospective students interested in the 
University. My involvement with the Pre-Physical Therapy club has shown me areas the 
Department of Clubs and Organizations can improve. Because I have not been affiliated within 
the department, I believe I bring an insightful fresh perspective that could be beneficial in how the 
department is run. I believe my experience working with students in Admissions and Records and 
being an ambassador for the Division of Health Sciences has made me proficient in customer 
service and relations. My time at Admissions has also taught me a lot about professionalism. My 
job has required that I work with students, families, faculty, and staff. This requirement has helped 
develop my professionalism which is crucial when working with Clubs, Organizations, and faculty. 
This previous fall semester I had the wonderful opportunity of being an Executive Intern with 
ASUN. And an even better opportunity being assigned President Hannah Jackson as a mentor. 
President Jackson’s dedication to the Association helped me find a love for ASUN. During the 
Internship I was educated on how the budget works and the breakdown of the various 
departments. My main goal for the internship was to find what I would be doing when the 
internship was over. This goal was accomplished when I was informed of an opening of this 
position. Once I learned of the position, I began studying the department manual and the club 
support funding manual to prepare myself for the interview. From that point on I started to 
become familiar with the club recognition/renewal process, the forms that are used, and the duties 
I would need to perform as Assistant Director. I have compiled a list of goals that I would like to 
accomplish in the spring semester and it involves things such as developing the Interns so that 
they can be proficient and professional leaders within ASUN. I place a high value on helping the 
interns develop skills that will help them throughout life, but professionality has high importance 
and I plan to implement that in the remaining weeks of the internship. Regarding the internship, I 
would also like to make sure that they have as much exposure to ASUN as possible. I want the 
interns to have experience with all different areas of ASUN so that they can find their ideal position 
for the years to come. Director Bittar and I are also planning on running a data analysis to track 
some of the trends we see with club support funding. This data would allow us to better understand 
previous budgets, where funds are being allocated and how we can improve. It well help us find 
which clubs are not utilizing club support funding so that we can make sure all clubs and 
organizations have the knowledge and resources we provide. Another goal I have for the spring 
semester is to have a weekly community service event for the department to attend. I want these 
events to also be appealing for the different coalitions so that we can increase presence of students 
at community service events. This also gives clubs and organizations an opportunity to get out and 
network with different groups. I also place high importance on continued personnel development. 
There are always areas that the department can improve and I hope that we continue to challenge 
each other in finding areas for improvement. The last major goal that I hope to pursue is revising 
the Clubs and Organizations ASUN page. When I first began researching the department before 
my interview, I was using the website and early on I found it confusing and hard to navigate. I 
would like to find what changes would be beneficial so that we can make it as accessible and easy 
to use as possible. I have made it a point during my time on campus to improve the experience for 
students and that is exactly what I plan to do with Clubs and Organizations if appointed as 
Assistant Director. 
 
The body moved to questions at this time.  
 
Senator Clemons asked Mr. Florence how he will turn interns into commission leaders.  

 
Mr. Florence said by developing their professional skills. He wanted to focus on their resumes, 
cover letters, and professional emailing. How we communicate with people is very important. 
What he has noticed is that it was important to not just get the information across but to also do 
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it professionally. It can’t be in ways they talk to their friends but rather that matches the standard 
of the university.  
 
Senator Feil said a duty in the SAS is to act as a liaison for Central Station. She asked Mr. Florence 
if he had a good relationship.   
 
Mr. Florence said he met with the people in it but it takes time to develop a relationship. He hasn’t 
had the ability to do the duties that are required of this position. It comes with learning curves but 
he looked forward to it and was excited.  
 
Senator Burton asked if he contacted the former assistant director. 
 
Mr. Florence said he worked and met with former Assistant Director Hickman and Director Bittar 
over winter break for a boot camp on the duties, get information on the interns, and hear her 
strategies and recommendations. It was very valuable experience.  
 
There were no further questions at this time; the body moved to discussion of the candidate.  
 
Senator Feil thought Mr. Florence was a really confident individual and will be great. He was willing 
to learn and willing to take on the duties. She liked that he was a fresh face to ASUN and to the 
department.  
 
Senator Hughes said it was great that Mr. Florence was in the internship program and had feedback 
from different a different department. It will be greatly beneficial.  
 
There was no further discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
 
Motion carried.  
 
Mr. Florence was sworn in as Assistant Director for the Department of Clubs and Organizations.  
 

Senator Feil left the room at 6:05 pm.  
 

13. VETO MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
There are no veto messages at this time. 

 
14. CONSENT AGENDA 

There was no legislation filed for the Consent Agenda. 
 

15. FIRST READING OF LEGISLATION 
There are no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 

 
16. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK LEGISLATION 

There are no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 
 

17. REFERRALS TO COMMITTEE 
There is no legislation to be considered for referral at this time. 
 

18. SECOND READING OF LEGISLATION 
There are no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 
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19. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

a. Senate Committee Changes  
Senator Ahmed moved to remove himself from the Committee on Government Operations and 
add himself to the Committee on Public Affairs by unanimous consent. 
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
Senator Burton asked Legislative Clerk if Government Operations still had the minimum number 
of committee members.  
 
Legislative Clerk Hansen said yes.  
 
Senator Green moved to remove himself from the Committee on Civic Engagement by unanimous 
consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried. 
 
Senator Rogers moved to remove herself from the Committee on Public Affairs and add herself 
to the Committee on University Affairs by unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
Senator Collins moved to remove herself from the Committee on Civic Engagement by 
unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked the Senators to make sure they are on two committees.  
 
Senator Green said he was still sitting on four committees with Oversight. He asked if anyone can 
move off of Government Operations so he can switch off.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked if anyone on the body can sit on it.  
 
Senator Hughes asked for the time again. 
 
Senator McKinney said Fridays at 1:00 pm. 
 
Senator Hudson asked if they can repeat the time.  
 
Senator McKinney said Fridays at 1 pm.  
 
Senator Hudson moved to add herself to the Committee on Government Operations by 
unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
Senator Hudson moved to remove herself from the Committee on Academics by unanimous 
consent.   
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
Senator Green moved to remove himself from the Committee on Government Operations by 
unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried  
 

b. Senator Reports  
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There were no Senator Reports at this time.  

 
20. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no comments or announcements at this time.  
 

21. PUBLIC COMMENT 
President Jackson wanted to reiterate what Speaker Martinez, Vice President Bradley, and Director Andrade 
talked about with elections. She hoped the body knew how much power they had when they reached out to 
someone to tell them they should run for office. She asked the body to encourage as many people as possible 
to run. 
 
Speaker Martinez asked the body to imagine what it would have felt like if a senator came up to them and 
encouraged them to run.  
 

22. ADJOURNMENT 
Speaker Martinez adjourned the meeting at 7:10 pm. 


