
 
 

 

From: Attorney General Omar Moore  

To: Director of Sustainability Sierra Jickling  

Date: December 3, 2018  

Re: Use of Association Grant Programs by Officers 

 

Director Jickling, 

To my understanding, there should be little impediment to the use of ASUN grant programs by 

the Officers of the Association. The multiple warrants for this are rooted in various in-text 

references. Ethics are preserved through procedural oversight of a separate delegating committee 

to appropriately allocate funds. Stipulations for this are already in text per the Statutes of the 

Associated Students Title 2601 Section 4 regarding the structure of the Sustainable Nevada 

Initiative Fund (SNIF).  

“The committee will consist of the President, a professor from the Environmental Science Department, a 

representative from Campus Sustainability, a representative from Facilities, a representative from the Student 

Services Division, and any other members that the President deems as necessary.” SAS 2601.04 

Additionally, to address arising concerns with possible overlap in interests, all Officers of the 

Association must abide by the Code of Conduct as set in SAS 002.03: 

SECTION 03: CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  

 a) DEFINITION:  A conflict of interest is a situation in which an officer is involved in multiple 
interests (financial, personal, relational, organizational, emotional, or otherwise), one of which 



 
 

 

could possibly corrupt the motivation of the officer’s behavior within the Association.    

b)   PROCEDURE:  If at any time an officer recognizes that he or she might possess a conflict of interest, 
he or she shall remove himself or herself from the situation, and shall be relieved from all matters 

concerning the situation.    SAS 002.03 

In the event of any financial conflict in the allocation process, it is required of that officer to 

immediately recuse them self from the proceedings. More specifically, in the event of a possible 

overlap of discretion in the appropriation of funding we can look toward the SAS in addressing 

confinements on use of treasury funds. Title 601.05 

SECTION 05: LIMITATIONS ON EXPENDING AND OBLIGATING AMOUNTS.  

Appropriations shall be applied only to the objects for which the appropriations were made except as 
otherwise provided by law. An officer or employee of the Associated Students may not:  

 a) make or authorize an expenditure exceeding an amount available in an appropriation or fund  for the 

expenditure; or    

 b)   involve the Association in a contract or obligation for the payment of money before an appropriation 

is made unless authorized by law.   SAS VI 601.05 

Here, access to Association provided grants is also not an issue of concern. Specific to your 

inquiry, Senators are not explicitly exempt from programs. Insofar as all budgeting and 

allocation is complicit with the Constitution as per Article II Section 3 on Limitations of the 

Senate:  



 
 

 

“money shall be spent from the treasury without appropriations made by law; a regular statement and 

account of receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be published annually at a minimum.”  

However, concern for accountability measures to protect for overlap in interests is well 

grounded. Through my interpretation, if any potential issue regarding disqualifying interests in 

receiving grant funding arose, this conflict would be handled by the Committee on Budget and 

Finance. This would fall under their purview as referenced in their enumerated responsibilities in 

Rule X on Standing Committees: 

“The committee shall review finance bills, review spending practices, regularly review balance 

sheets of ASUN accounts and provide written reports that reflect 4 these reviews, inspect budgets and 

expenses of agencies and departments, and generally shall extend to asking the…”  

Senate Rule X Subsection B 

Ultimately, the occupation of an office within the Association should not conflict with one’s 

ability to apply and utilize grants through your program. Thank you for approaching your job 

with precaution and delicacy when it concerns the use of student funds.  

Warm Regards, 

 

Omar Moore  

Attorney General  

Associated Students of the University of Nevada 
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