
Senate of the Associated 
Students of the University of 
Nevada 
86th Session, 2018-2019 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE KEEP FAMILIES TOGETHER ACT 

Resolution Number: 65 

Authored By: Senator Alvarez 

Sponsored By: 2018-2019 Senate of the Associated Students 

 

Whereas, the legislation, S. 3036, introduced on June 8 by Sen. Dianne Feinstein, would ban 

the separation of families at the border unless there is evidence that a child is being trafficked or 

abused by his or her parents;  

Whereas, the bill would allow separation only if a state court terminated an undocumented 

person’s parental rights or an official from a state or county child welfare agency decided it was in the 

best interest of the child to be removed, as in accordance to the bill itself under section 2;   

Whereas, all 49 Democrats in Senate, medical and immigrant advocacy organizations, 

including but not limited to the American Academy of Pediatrics, Kids in Need of Defense, and the 

Women’s Refugee Commission, have all expressed support of the act;  

Whereas, since early May, an estimated number of 2,343 children have been separated from 

their parents after crossing the Southern U.S. border, according to the Department of Homeland 

Security; 

Whereas, U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions ordered prosecutors along the border to “adopt 

immediately a zero-tolerance policy” for illegally crossing the Southern U.S. border;  

 Whereas, this zero-tolerance policy included prosecuting parents traveling with their children;   

 Whereas, there is no formal process or clear protocol for tracking parents and children within  

this system;  

 Whereas, this informal process and lack of record keeping make it difficult even to know which  

facility a child might be kept at, thus making it much more difficult to discover children;  

 Whereas, adults arrested for illegally crossing the border are sent to federal court under the 

custody of the U.S. Marshals Service and then placed in a detention center; 

Whereas, children who have been obtained are transferred to the U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services for placement in a juvenile facility or foster care if no U.S. relative can be found; 



 Whereas, this bill will prohibit an agent or officer of a designated agency to remove a child from  

his or her parent or legal guardian, at or near the port of entry or within 100 miles of the border of the 

United States, as in accordance to the bill itself under section 2(a);  

 Whereas, this bill will also provide the parent of legal guardian of a child who was separated, 

a status report on the monthly activities of the child, information about the education and health of 

the child, including any medical treatment provided to the child or medical treatment recommended 

for the child, information about changes to the child’s immigration status, other information about the 

child, designed to promote and maintain family reunification, as the Secretary determines in his or 

her discretion, as in accordance to the bill itself under section 6;  

 Be it resolved that, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada recognizes the injustice 

done upon undocumented individuals and individuals who are seeking asylum and their children, 

further believing in keeping families together regardless of their citizenship status.   

 Be it resolved that, the Association stand in favor of the “Keep Families Together Act” that will 

prohibit the separation of families crossing the border.  

 Be it further resolved that, a copy of this resolution be sent to University President Marc 

Johnson, U.S. Senator Catherine Cortez-Masto, U.S. Senator Dean Heller, Governor Brian Sandoval, 

Congressman Mark Amodei, Congresswoman Jacky Rosen, Congresswoman Dina Titus, and President 

Donald Trump.  

  

  
 

Adopted in Senate on June 27th, 2018 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________________ 
Andrea Godoy, Secretary of the Senate 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
Anthony Martinez, Speaker of the Senate 

 


