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Whereas, there is currently no Life Skills and Financial Literacy course offered at the 

University of Nevada, Reno. 

Whereas a Life Skill and Financial literacy course will teach students design thinking and 

coding, finding purpose, international business fundamentals, investments & buy-ins, leadership 

and networking, marketing, money matters, negotiation, product pitching, resumes & interviews, 

and using data effectively. 

Whereas, 75% of organizations that practice design thinking report it has improved their 

working culture on a team level. 

Whereas, the Pew Research Center found that 94% of college educated adults say that 

communication is the most important for children to get ahead in the world today. 

Whereas, a report sponsored by the American Statistical Association stated that 59% of 

organizations expect to increase the number of positions requiring data analysis skills between 2016 

and 2021. 

Whereas, the UNR courses that offer aspects of financial literacy and life skills require 

prerequisites that do not pertain to all majors.  



Whereas, the potential Life Skill and Financial Literacy course will be feasible to any student of 

any major and class standing by offering a general overview of basic financial literacy skills and life 

skills mentioned above without the requirement of business and other prerequisites.  

Whereas, students will have the opportunity to take the Life Skills and Financial Literacy 

course to satisfy their elective credit requirements or additional requirements depending on each 

academic college. 

Whereas, financial literacy is an increasingly concerning issue among the Millennial generation.  

Whereas, Nevada students sparked interest in a university organization and national non-profit 

called GenFKD, which seeks to empower Millennials with the skills mentioned above.  

Whereas, the National Student Loan debt is $1.41 trillion and the second leading form of debt in 

the United States. 

Whereas, students who take Life Skills and Financial Literacy courses are more adept to 

prevent socioeconomic inequalities. 

Whereas, financial preparedness, business skills, and life skills learned through the course will 

lead to advantageous post-graduate assets. 

Whereas, if adequate financial literacy is not achieved by students and borrowers alike, then 

many will have to compromise their future personal, family, and global community goals as a result 

of unexpected financial constraints.  

Whereas, students should be offered opportunities to gain skills in ability to use a budget, set 

money aside for savings, set financial goals, and be confident and motivated in managing finances.  

Whereas, a financial literacy and life skills class can complement existing university resources 

such as the Nevada Career Studio, the Financial Aid and Scholarships Office, the College of 

Business Career and Corporate Outreach Center, and other university entities.  

Whereas, Nevada Money Mentors is the only university-run financial literacy mentoring 

program and has reached 2,500 students in 2017 alone and 10,500 students total in financial 

coaching sessions, community outreach events, and meetings with program partners such as Greater 



Nevada Credit Union and U.S. Bank, indicating the interest from university students and support 

from sponsors on gaining insight on life skills and financial literacy. 

Be it resolved by the Senate of the Associated Students, that the implementation of a Life Skill 

and Financial Literacy course will be favorably recommended. 

Be it further resolved that, a copy of this resolution be sent to the Director of the Core 

Curriculum Board, Sarah A. Cummings, Dean of the College of Business, Dean of the College of 

CABNR, Dean of the College of Education, Dean of College of Engineering, Dean of the College of 

Liberal Arts, Dean of the College of Science, Dean of School of Nursing, Dean of School of 

Community Health Sciences, Dean of School of Journalism, Dr. Greg Mosier, College of Business 

Academics Department, Admissions, Records, and Registration, Associate Director of Student 

Engagement, Dr. James Beattie, Provost Dr. Kevin R. Carmen, Vice President for Student Services, 

Shannon Ellis, Financial Aid Advisor Amy Nelson and President of the University of Nevada, Reno 

Marc Johnson. 

 

 

Adopted in Senate on April 11th, 2018 

 

 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________________ 
Hannah Jackson, Speaker of the Senate 

 

 

 
 

 

 

I certify that this Act originated in the Senate. 

__________________________________________ 
Andrea Godoy, Secretary of the Senate 


