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Whereas, the accessibility of Senators to 1 the constituents they serve is limited and not 

being utilized to its fullest potential; 

Whereas, office hours, though well intentioned in policy, have been proven to be ineffective in 

practice; Whereas, the location of office hours, the Senate workroom, is a room with a passcode locked 

door; Whereas, this restriction dissuades and intimidates students from entering and interacting 

with their Senators;  

Whereas, outreach hours have been proven to be effective at reaching constituents and 

breaking down barriers to hold meaningful discussions with them; 

Whereas, civic engagement, like outreach, is a more proactive approach to engaging with 

constituents through direct interaction or affecting indirect change; 

Whereas, the process of writing legislation and conducting the duties of an ASUN Senator, in 

or out of a physical office, is a form civic and democratic engagement; 

Whereas, Senators will still be incentivized to draft legislation as a way of completing hours 

via civic engagement hours; 

Be it resolved by the Senate of the Associated Students, Rule II subsection g) of the 85th 

Session Senate Rules be revised according to the attached Addendum 4A; 



Be it further resolved by the Senate of the Associated Students, the revised Rules of the 

Senate be included in the proposed 86th Session Rules of the Senate; 

 

 

Adopted in Senate on April 4th, 2018 

 

 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________________ 
Hannah Jackson, Speaker of the Senate 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
Noah Teixeira, President of the Associated Students 

 

 

 

 

I certify that this Act originated in the Senate. 

__________________________________________ 
Andrea Godoy, Secretary of the Senate 



Addendum 4A 

g) OUTREACH HOURS  

1) Each Senator must hold at least four (4) outreach hours every two-week period determined by the 

Speaker of the Senate. Outreach is defined as speaking with or to individuals, groups, or any other 

organizations within the ASUN constituency.  

2) Two (2) of the outreach hours may be fulfilled through civic engagement hours resulting in interaction 

with or for the constituency the Senators serve. This includes but is not limited to: community service on 

behalf of ASUN, volunteering for ASUN sponsored events, and writing legislation to affect change in 

ASUN.  

3) Outreach hours shall be held during regular operating hours of the ASUN Center for Student 

Engagement while Senate is in session and in on-campus locations unless otherwise approved by the 

Speaker of the Senate.  

4) Each Senator will document and sign off on their outreach hours within each two-week pay period. The 

Senate Secretary shall maintain a list of each Senator’s outreach hours. If any outreach hours are completed 

as civic engagement hours, they must be confirmed by the Speaker of the Senate. 

5) Whenever a Senator accumulates 6 hours’ worth of absences from their outreach hours, it shall be 

counted as one Senate absence to be reviewed by the Committee on Oversight in the same manner as in the 

case of absences from meetings as provided in subsection (e) of this Rule.  

6) Missed outreach hours may be excused upon the petition of the Speaker of the Senate. Senators may 

petition the Speaker of the Senate by e-mail to excuse missed outreach hours within one week of the missed 

hours. The Speaker shall review all petitions on a case-by-case basis.  

7) In the case of holidays, emergencies, or actions that result in facility closures, the Speaker of the Senate 

may decrease the number of outreach hours needed within a given period.  

8) Speaking at three classes, clubs, or events shall count as one office hour if Senators submit a form signed 

by the teacher/leader of the class, club, or event verifying that they did speak. Senators may count speaking 

at classes that they are enrolled in or clubs that they are members of toward 50% of their outreach hours. 
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