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Whereas, currently the Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship requirements include: being a 

resident of Nevada for 2 years or more, maintaining a particular GPA in high school (depending on 

what year a student graduated in), graduating high school within 4 years of being scheduled to  

graduate, and enrolling in  semester credit hours if attending community college or 12 semester credit 

hours in another eligible institution;  

Whereas, the Millennium Scholarship in community colleges grants $40 per credit in lower division 

courses and $60 per credit in upper division courses, and within universities grants $80 per credit. 

There is a cap of paying for, at maximum, 12 credits per semester for either type of institution;  

Whereas, students stop receiving Millennium Scholarship funding once they have been granted 

$10,000 total, or if after two semesters they do not continuously maintain a 2.75 GPA; 

Whereas, Assembly Bill 111 and Senate Bill 128 propose two changes to the Millennium  

Scholarship. The first is to change the requirement for community college students to enroll in 9 

credits, instead of the original 6 credits to receive Millennium Funding. The second change is to raise 

the maximum amount of credits that the Millennium Scholarship will help pay for from 12 credits to 

15; 

 Whereas, taking 6 credits is only a half-time load at a community college, and students taking 

less credits are less likely to graduate;  
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a) According to a study done with 33 states by a nonprofit called Complete College America, the 

data shows that only 7.8% of part-time Associate Degree students graduate. 

(http://www.completecollege.org/docs/Time_Is_the_Enemy_Summary.pdf);  

b) A recent 2015 study by the American Council on Education, InsideTrack, University 

Professional and Continuing Education Association (UPCEA), and other educational organizations 

found that students who participated in mixed enrollment had a 5% higher Associate’s graduation rate 

than full-time students, and a 10% higher rate than part-time students. Mixed enrollment entails 

doing part-time one semester, then full-time the next, and switching back and forth or taking more 

credits, but not enough to become full-time. (http://www.insidetrack.com/2015/01/20/national-study-

of-non-first-time-students- shows-full-time-enrollment-may-not-be-appropriate-for-all/);  

Whereas, if the Millennium Scholarship was altered to only be provided for students taking 9 

credits or higher, pupils would be more encouraged to take another course and become statistically 

more likely to graduate with their degree;  

 Whereas, for students moving onto a four-year university after community college, taking 9 or 

more credits a semester will help further prepare them for a Bachelor’s degree in a shorter amount of 

time. Students transferring from TMCC, CSN, or other community colleges to University of Nevada 

who have been taking 9 credits or more a semester will help boost the academia of this university,  and 

also be more likely to attend in general since their retention rate is higher; 

Whereas, students at the University of Nevada are encouraged to take 15 credits a semester, but 

the Millennium Scholarship currently will only help pay for 12 of these credits. Raising this number  

will help with students’ financial aid so that they are able to more easily afford taking 15 credits and  

graduate on time;   

Whereas, since the $10,000 cap per person will still remain, the proposed changes will not at all 

cost more to the Nevada State Treasury or the Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship Fund.   

Whereas, the funds will last for a longer amount of time with the higher standard of 9 credits, 

since certain students may no longer be eligible for the scholarship;   
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Whereas, the State of Nevada should hold its students to a higher level of accountability and  

academia, and raising the Millennium Scholarship requirements will help with the process of doing  

so;  

 Be it resolved that, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada stand in support of AB 

111 and SB 128, to change two aspects regarding the Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship in order 

to encourage higher retention rates and better academia;  

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to sponsors Assemblyman Kirner 

and Senators Woodhouse, Denis, Parks, Kihuen, and Segerblom. 

Adopted in Senate on May 6, 2015 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________________ 
Lexi Jacobson, Secretary of the Senate 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
Nicholas Andrew, Speaker of the Senate 

 

 


