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 The Attorney General writing an opinion as it pertains to Chapter 201 Section 2 Subsection D, at 

the request made in writing by Speaker Sarah Byrnes. The role of the Vice President of the Association - 

with specific emphasis placed on the "Pack Mentorship Program" - will be considered. 

 

 This Office finds that the requirement set forth for Vice President Elliot Malin to establish and 

run the Pack Mentorship falls outside of his obligations and duties as Vice President. Although the nature 

of student-leadership roles are ephemeral and need not be defined to extremes, the interpretation taking at 

the recent Senate Oversight Meeting overextends the Office of Vice President and assumes powers not 

present therewith.  

 

 This opinion is rendered as follows: 

 

 

It is the obligation, responsibility, and power of the Senate, per Article II, Section 3 of the Constitution; 

 

"(1) To make all laws and regulations necessary and proper for the ASUN." 

 

Furthermore, per Article II, Section 3 of the Constitution, the Senate is required to; 

 
"(2) To set a budget for the ASUN, but no money shall be spent from the treasury without appropriations 

made by law; a regular statement and account of receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be 

published annually at a minimum." 

 

These two considerations delineate the foundation upon which the "Pack Mentorship Program" (hereby 

"the Program") must function if it is to be considered as 'established.' First, there must be necessary 

legislation for the establishment of such a program generated by the Senate in the form of a Senate Bill. 

Second, there must be fiscal and budgetary consideration from the Senate, setting aside funds for the Vice 

President to run and operate the Program. 

 

First, we establish that it is the responsibility and power of the Senate to set forth programs through 

legislation - specifically bills - pursuant to the SAS, Chapter 103;  

 

SECTION 09: PROMULGATION OF LAWS AND ASSIGNMENT OF A NUMBER 

a) Whenever a bill, having been approved by the President, or not having been returned by him or 

her with his or her objections, becomes a law or takes effect, it shall forthwith be received by the 

Secretary of the Senate of the Associated Students from the President; and whenever a bill is returned by 

the President with his or her objections, and, on being reconsidered, is agreed to be passed, and is 

approved by two-thirds of the Senate, and thereby becomes a law or takes effect, it shall be received 

by the Legislative Clerkof the Associated Students from the Speaker of the Senate or the Secretary of the 

Senate and he or she shall carefully preserve the originals. 
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Consider the fact that the only binding legislation - namely a Senate Bill - addressing the Program is S.B. 

80-38, An Act to Amend Title II of the SAS: The Executive Branch, which states in its entirety; 

 
"Be it enacted by the Senate of the Associated Students, SAS 201.02 shall be amended by adding a new 

subsection “d)” which will read “To oversee and coordinate the Pack Mentorship Program for as long as 

the program is provided by ASUN." 

[emphasis added] 

 

The final clause of S.B. 80-38 provides confirmation of the aforementioned opinion; the Senate must first 

establish the program before the Vice President can "oversee and coordinate" it. 

 

To clarify; the other piece of legislation that deals with the Program is Senate Resolution 80-71. This is "a 

mere expression of opinion," nonbinding by its very nature, of the Senate of the Associated Students, 

"which would not properly constitute a statute." 
1
 As such, it has no effect on the Executive Branch, 

SAS, or Constitution. 

 

Further, it would be improper for the Vice President to establish the Program on his own, as the Office 

lacks fiscal jurisdiction or power to fund or run such a Program per the SAS, Chapter 201; 

 

"SECTION 02: DUTIES OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

The following shall be considered the duties of the Vice-President of the Association: 

 a) To assist, the president, in preparing and maintaining an operating budget for ASUN. 

 b) To act as a liaison between the Senate and the Executive Branch. 

 c) To act as a liaison between the Senate and the ASUN funded student publications. 

 d) To oversee and coordinate the Pack  Mentorship Program for as long as the program is provided 

by ASUN." 

 

Further, per Article III of the Constitution; 

 

"SEC. 3. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE VICE PRESIDENT.  

(a) The Vice President shall be charged with fulfilling those duties assigned to him or her by the President 

or the Senate of the Associated Students" 

 

The only job of the Vice President is to follow the instructions of the President and Senate, whilst 

remaining within the bounds of his jurisdiction and power. 

 

If the Program were to fall within the jurisdiction of the Office of the Vice President, it would need to be 

adopted and established by a Senate Bill and subsequent budgetary considerations. 

 

                                                           
1
 http://thelawdictionary.org/resolution/  
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Be it so advised,  

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
 

Steven Kish 

Attorney General 

 


