
 
  

 

  

          

       

 

                

 

     

         

  

        

  

 

 

 

 

     

 

                                                           
    
    

Senate of the Associated 
Students of the University of  
Nevada 
88th Session, 2020-2021 

A  RESOLUTION  IN SUPPORT OF A RENO-SPARKS LOCAL BUSINESS  

CATALOG  

Resolution Number: 152 

Authored By: Senator Harvey, Senator Supple, and Senator Casildo Rios 

Sponsored By: The Committee on Democratic Civic Engagement 

Whereas, a local business is a locally owned entity that sells its goods and services to the surrounding 

community; 

Whereas, local businesses, often referred to as Brick-and-Mortar or Mom and Pop shops, can take the 

form of retail stores, food outlets, labor services, and other assets produced by members of the local 

community for the community; 

Whereas, in addition to contributing to a greater sense of community, local businesses benefit the 

community in ways that franchises and large corporations cannot; 

Whereas, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, local businesses maintain a smaller 

carbon footprint than large retailers and benefit from operating in “compact, mixed use commercial districts” 

such as Reno Midtown;1 

Whereas, local businesses widen the local tax base, allowing community members to circulate profit 

within the community rather than to external sources, prompting economic growth;2 

Whereas, local businesses create local jobs, further contributing to a sense of community, sustainable 

efforts, and economic development within the local community;2 

1 EPA: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-06/documents/business_case.pdf 
2 Shopkeep.com: https://www.shopkeep.com/blog/10-ways-small-businesses-benefit-the-local-community#step-1 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-06/documents/business_case.pdf
https://www.shopkeep.com/blog/10-ways-small-businesses-benefit-the-local-community#step-1
https://Shopkeep.com


 

  

  

  

  

  

    

    

 

    

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                                                           
     

 
      

 
    
   
     

Whereas, on March 17th, 2020, Governor Steve Sisolak announced the COVID-19 Risk Mitigation 

Initiative which detailed essential and non-essential services and the limitations of in-person contact;3 

Whereas, the following services and sectors were deemed non-essential businesses: 

• Entertainment and Hospitality 

• Recreation and Athletic Facilities 

• Beauty and Personal Care Services 

• Retail Facilities; 

Whereas, on March 20, 2020, Governor Sisolak ordered all nonessential businesses to close until June 

4th when Phase 2 of the COVID Recovery Plan for Nevada commenced and allowed local businesses to open 

with social distancing restrictions;4 

Whereas, the limitations from the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent protocols have had a negative 

economic effect on local businesses;5 

Whereas, in response to CARES Act funding, local businesses “anticipated problems with accessing 

the aid, citing potential issues such as bureaucratic hassles and difficulties establishing eligibility;”5 

Whereas, the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic have further demonstrated the need for better 

support of local businesses; 

Whereas, an online local business catalog is cheaper to produce than a printed catalog and more 

convenient to access;6 

Whereas, by creating and promoting an online catalog for local businesses, they are able to reach more 

customers;7 

3 Nevada Health Response COVID-19 Initiative: https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/NV-Health-
Reponse-COVID19-Risk-Management-Initiative.pdf 
4 Nevada Health Response Press Release: https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/3.20-Press-Release-
005.pdf 
5 PNAS: https://www.pnas.org/content/117/30/17656 
6 Ordermentum.com: https://www.ordermentum.com/blog/heres-why-your-business-needs-a-digital-product-catalog 
7 The Fox Magazine: https://thefoxmagazine.com/featured/why-a-business-might-need-an-online-catalog/ 

https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/NV-Health-Reponse-COVID19-Risk-Management-Initiative.pdf
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/NV-Health-Reponse-COVID19-Risk-Management-Initiative.pdf
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/3.20-Press-Release-005.pdf
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/3.20-Press-Release-005.pdf
https://www.pnas.org/content/117/30/17656
https://www.ordermentum.com/blog/heres-why-your-business-needs-a-digital-product-catalog
https://thefoxmagazine.com/featured/why-a-business-might-need-an-online-catalog/
https://Ordermentum.com


 

 

 

 

  

  

 

      

           

 

            

 

 

      

 

 

 

 
    

 

 
     

                                                           
  

 
     

    

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Whereas, a local business catalog increases revenue and encourages consumers to access online 

websites which boosts online sales;8 

Whereas, current efforts by the Reno community to promote local businesses through a catalog are 

helpful yet ineffective as searchable business databases are often inaccessible, incomplete, or misrepresent 

large corporations as being local businesses;9 10 

Whereas, the Reno+Sparks Chamber of Commerce represents over 1,700 business-owning members, 

their respective employees, and the interests of the entire business community in Washoe County; 

Be it resolved that, the Reno+Sparks Chamber of Commerce is encouraged to create and maintain a 

comprehensive directory for all local businesses in the Reno-Sparks area that is easily accessible and free to the 

public; 

Be it further resolved that, a copy of this resolution be sent to the Reno + Sparks Chamber of Commerce 

Board of  Directors. 

Adopted in Senate on March 31st, 2021 

Attest: 

Hope Cronan, Senate Secretary 

Keegan Murphy, Speaker of the Senate 

8 Conquest Graphics: https://www.conquestgraphics.com/blog/conquest-graphics/2016/12/14/why-catalogs-work-and-how-they-
are-an-effective-communication-
tool#:~:text=Many%20businesses%20use%20printed%20catalogs,website%2C%20which%20improves%20online%20sales 
9 Reno+Sparks Chamber of Commerce: https://web.thechambernv.org/Restaurants 
10 New to Reno: https://www.newtoreno.com/shop-local-business-reno.htm 

https://www.conquestgraphics.com/blog/conquest-graphics/2016/12/14/why-catalogs-work-and-how-they-are-an-effective-communication-tool#:~:text=Many%20businesses%20use%20printed%20catalogs,website%2C%20which%20improves%20online%20sales
https://www.conquestgraphics.com/blog/conquest-graphics/2016/12/14/why-catalogs-work-and-how-they-are-an-effective-communication-tool#:~:text=Many%20businesses%20use%20printed%20catalogs,website%2C%20which%20improves%20online%20sales
https://www.conquestgraphics.com/blog/conquest-graphics/2016/12/14/why-catalogs-work-and-how-they-are-an-effective-communication-tool#:~:text=Many%20businesses%20use%20printed%20catalogs,website%2C%20which%20improves%20online%20sales
https://web.thechambernv.org/Restaurants
https://www.newtoreno.com/shop-local-business-reno.htm

