
Committee on Academics and Student 
Affairs 

Senate of the Associated Students 88th Session  
Agenda for Monday, March 15, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.  

Zoom Meeting: email Edward Stoddard at SenatorStoddard@asun.unr.edu for more 
information 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Call Meeting to Order must be listed by Secretaries

2. ROLL CALL
Roll Call must be listed by Secretaries

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
Items heard under public comment maybe for items either on or off the agenda. Action
may not be taken on items raised under public comment. The chair may elect to take
public comment on action items on this agenda. The chair may impose reasonable
limits on the length members of the public may speak.

4. MINUTES
a. The committee will consider the approval of minutes from 8 March 2021.

The committee will discuss the minutes from 8 March 2021 and may choose
to amend or edit the minutes. Upon conclusion of the discussion, the
committee may choose to approve the minutes.

5. OLD BUSINESS

a. Senator Updates

Senators will report on their liaison positions, progress on committee goals, and
any other projects relevant to the committee.

a. Senator Abrams – Residence Hall Association, Nevada Career Studios

b. Senator Casildo-Rios – AVP Student Life Services, Academic Advising &
Tutoring Centers

c. Senator Chantiyanon – Office of Admissions and Records, University
Libraries

d. Senator Kidd – Office of Admissions and Records, VP of Student Services

e. Senator Magana – Nevada Career Studio, Academic Advising and
Tutoring Centers

f. Senator Santiago – Nevada Career Studio, NSURJ

g. Senator Stoddard – Faculty Senate, Office of the Provost, Nevada Career
Studios

b. Legislation Tracker Update

The Senators will update the Committee on the legislation they are working on.



 

 1 https://udlguidelines.cast.org/?utm_source=castsite&lutm_medium=web&utm_campaign=none&utm_content=aboutudl  

2 https://udlguidelines.cast.org/more/frequently-asked-questions 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
a. S.R. 88 – A Resolution in Support of the Implementation of Universal 

Design Learning at UNR 
The committee will discuss this resolution and vote to pass or fail the 
motion. 

b. S.R. 88 – A Resolution in Support of an In-person Commencement for 
Spring 2021 

The committee will discuss this resolution and vote to pass or fail the 

motion. 
 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Items heard under public comment may be for items either on or off the agenda. 
Action may not be taken on items raised under public comment. The Chair may elect 
to take public comment on action items on this agenda. The Chair may impose 
reasonable limits on the length members of the public may speak. 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
 

9. NOTES 
Unless otherwise marked by an asterisk, all items are action items upon which the 
Senate may take action. ASUN supports providing equal access to all programs for 
people with disabilities. Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate 
physically handicapped persons desiring to attend the meeting. Please email the Speaker 
of the Senate at Speaker@asun.unr.edu in advance so that arrangements may be 
conveniently made. 

  

https://udlguidelines.cast.org/?utm_source=castsite&lutm_medium=web&utm_campaign=none&utm_content=aboutudl
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/more/frequently-asked-questions
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[DISCUSSION DRAFT] 
 

88th SESSION 

2020-2021 

 

 
S. Res. 88- 

 
A Resolution in Support of the Implementation of 

Universal Design Learning at UNR 
 

_______________________________ 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS 

 
_______________________________ 

 
FEBRUARY 9, 2021 

 
SUBMITTED BY SENATOR FRANZEN TO THE COMMITTEE ON ACADEMICS AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 

 
_______________________________ 

 

A Resolution in Support of the Implementation of Universal Design 
Learning at UNR 

 
 

Whereas, Universal Design Learning (UDL) is officially defined as “a framework to improve and 1 

optimize teaching and learning for all people based on scientific insights into how humans learn;”1 2 

Whereas, the UDL guidelines offer a set of concrete suggestions that can be applied to any 3 

discipline or domain to ensure that all learners can access and participate in meaningful, challenging 4 

learning opportunities;1 5 

Whereas, The UDL guidelines are regularly updated with the newest results from continuing 6 

research, feedback from fieldwork, and efforts to increase equity based on the social climate;1 7 

Whereas, the goal of Universal Design Learning is stated to be “changing the design of the 8 

environment rather than changing the learner;”2 9 

https://udlguidelines.cast.org/?utm_source=castsite&lutm_medium=web&utm_campaign=none&utm_content=aboutudl
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/more/frequently-asked-questions
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3 https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement 

4 https://udlguidelines.cast.org/representation 

5 https://udlguidelines.cast.org/action-expression 

6 https://udlguidelines.cast.org/more/research-evidence 

7 https://cteresources.bc.edu/documentation/universal-design-for-learning/ 

8 http://udloncampus.cast.org/page/udl_institutions 

9 https://enact.sonoma.edu/udl 

Whereas, the UDL guidelines outline how to do this using the three pillars engagement, 1 

representation, and action & expression;2 2 

Whereas, the engagement pillar focuses on incorporating more diverse means of recruiting 3 

student interest into curriculum through the acknowledgment of the varying neurology, culture, 4 

personal relevance, subjectivity, and background knowledge of individual students;3 5 

Whereas, the representation pillar focuses on providing different options for presenting 6 

information that are more accessible to students with different learning styles and physical ability 7 

levels;4 8 

Whereas, the action & expression pillar focuses on offering different options for communication 9 

and presentation that will effectively cement learning and are inclusive of students with differing 10 

linguistic backgrounds, executive function, and mobility levels;5 11 

Whereas, Universal Design Learning is an evidence-based, well-researched strategy that draws 12 

from a variety of reputable studies to assist all students, but especially those who face barriers in the 13 

traditional education system, in having a successful learning experience;6 14 

Whereas, Boston College has created an institution-wide task force to promote the usage of UDL 15 

and says it benefits students and instructors by integrating diversity, maximizing learning, and 16 

minimizing barriers;7 17 

Whereas, the California State University System now provides comprehensive faculty 18 

development programs to assist in the re-design of courses to incorporate UDL;8 19 

Whereas, these programs have assisted faculty in enhancing their own teaching and learning, 20 

using accessible instructional media, and being aware of available assistive technology and potential 21 

barriers students may face;922 

https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/representation
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/action-expression
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/more/research-evidence
https://cteresources.bc.edu/documentation/universal-design-for-learning/
http://udloncampus.cast.org/page/udl_institutions
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Whereas, other universities that have observed similarly positive outcomes through the 

implementation of Universal Design Learning include Harvard University, Johns Hopkins University, 

Stanford University, Ohio State University, and others;8 

Whereas, in the 2019 University of Nevada, Reno Campus Climate Survey, students in various 

minority groups including those with disabilities, Black/African American students, and first-

generation students reported feeling significantly less comfortable with the overall campus climate 

than their peers;10 

Whereas, with this survey the University expressed the goal of increasing overall inclusivity and 

enhancing existing programs;11 

Whereas, the implementation of Universal Design Learning would aid the university in the 

accomplishment of this goal, and help promote similar results to those experienced by other 

universities regarding improved diversity and academic outcomes; 

Whereas, a comprehensive report of all components of Universal Design Learning and specifics 

for implementation can be found at the website https://udlguidelines.cast.org/; 

Be it resolved that, the University of Nevada, Reno promote and work toward the implementation 

of Universal Design Learning across all disciplines and course levels; 

Be it further resolved that, future professional development opportunities for instructors and faculty 

include material that supports professors in the process of re-designing courses to incorporate the 

Universal Design Learning standards; 

Be it further resolved that, this legislation be sent to: 

• Dominique Hall, President of the Associated Students 

• Jeff Thompson, Acting Executive Vice President and Provost 

• David Shintani, Vice Provost of Undergraduate Education  

• Eloisa Gordon Mora, University Diversity and Inclusion Officer 

• Mary Zabel, Director of the Disability Resource Center 

• Amy Pason, Chair of the Faculty Senate 

https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
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[DISCUSSION DRAFT] 
 

88th SESSION 

2020-2021 

 

 

S. R. 88- 
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AN IN-
PERSON COMMENCEMENT FOR SPRING 

2021 
 

_______________________________ 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS 

 
_______________________________ 

 
MARCH 10TH, 2021 

 
SUBMITTED BY SENATORS, HUBER, LAMBERT, RAMIREZ, AND STODDARD TO THE COMMITTEE ON 

ACADEMICS AND STUDENT AFFAIRS 
_______________________________ 

 

A Resolution in Support of an in-person commencement for Spring 
2021
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Posted online at www.nevadaasun.com.  
 
 
If you would like a copy of any of the agenda items listed, please contact 
Senator Stoddard at senatorstoddard@asun.unr.edu.  

 

Whereas, The achievements of the graduating students of Spring 2021 at the University of Nevada, Reno 1 

must be recognized and congratulated; 2 

Whereas, Marie Hartwell-Walker, EdD stated, “The graduation ceremony is the closest thing 3 

most Americans have to a rite of passage into adulthood”1; 4 

Whereas, The University of Nevada, Reno plans to conduct a virtual Commencement in May 5 

20212; 6 

Whereas, Thousands of seniors in the past year have missed out on their commencement due to 7 

the COVID-19 pandemic; 8 

Whereas, United States President, Joe Biden, released a statement stating, “We’re now on track 9 

to have enough vaccine supply for every adult in America by the end of May.”3; 10 

Whereas, Students and faculty have begun receiving Covid-19 vaccinations from the university; 11 

Whereas, Nevada state Governor, Steve Sisolak, has approved of live entertainment and 12 

performances with the condition of maintaining at least 6 feet for artists and performers with masks 13 

and 12 feet for artists and performers without masks for the Emergency Directive4; 14 

Whereas, This updated Emergency Directive allows for larger gatherings which includes events 15 

such as Commencement; 16 

Whereas, the state of Nevada allows full indoor casinos to operate given compliance of various 17 

mitigation measures such as handwashing, social-distancing, and station cleaning procedures; 18 

 
1 https://psychcentral.com/lib/yes-you-should-go-to-your-graduation#1  
2 https://www.unr.edu/commencement  
3 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/03/02/remarks-by-president-biden-on-the-
administrations-covid-19-vaccination-efforts/  
4  https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/3.5-NVHR-performers.pdf  

https://psychcentral.com/lib/yes-you-should-go-to-your-graduation#1
https://www.unr.edu/commencement
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/03/02/remarks-by-president-biden-on-the-administrations-covid-19-vaccination-efforts/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/03/02/remarks-by-president-biden-on-the-administrations-covid-19-vaccination-efforts/
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/3.5-NVHR-performers.pdf


Committee on Academics and Student Affairs Agenda 
Monday, March 8, 2021 
Page 8 
 

 

Whereas, Graduating students pay a grad fee of $95 to cover costs for their graduation; 1 

Whereas, conducting an in-person commencement will not procure any additional costs to the 2 

university if done at an on-campus venue; 3 

Whereas, not all seniors planning to graduate in May 2021 will attend an in-person 4 

commencement due to fear of risk, distance, or feeling indifferent about commencement, thus 5 

reducing the amount of attendees; 6 

Whereas, The University of Arizona plans to celebrate the class of 2021 with a series of in-7 

person, graduate-only ceremonies for their commencement5; 8 

Whereas, the University of Utah also plans to have an in-person commencement as well as a 9 

livestream version for students who choose to not attend in-person6; 10 

Whereas, the petition for 2021 graduates to host an in-person graduation has over 3,000 11 

signatures as of 10 March 20217; 12 

Whereas, a coalition of students have devised a list of strategic solutions to serve as alternate 13 

forms for outside graduation and how they may be facilitated as seen in Addendum A; 14 

Whereas, A student attending the University of Nevada, Reno, Oscar Loyd, has created a 15 

university-wide proposal for commencement in Addendum B;  16 

Be it Resolved, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada support an in-person 17 

commencement for Spring 2021; 18 

Be it further Resolved, a copy of this resolution be sent to 19 

• University President, Brian Sandoval 20 

 
5 https://commencement.arizona.edu/  
6 https://commencement.utah.edu/index.php  
7 https://www.change.org/p/university-of-nevada-reno-allow-2021-unr-graduates-to-have-in-person-
commencement?recruiter=551725214&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=petition
_dashboard&recruited_by_id=98b7a820-29f8-11e6-bff2-bf6e1d645245  

https://commencement.arizona.edu/
https://commencement.utah.edu/index.php
https://www.change.org/p/university-of-nevada-reno-allow-2021-unr-graduates-to-have-in-person-commencement?recruiter=551725214&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=petition_dashboard&recruited_by_id=98b7a820-29f8-11e6-bff2-bf6e1d645245
https://www.change.org/p/university-of-nevada-reno-allow-2021-unr-graduates-to-have-in-person-commencement?recruiter=551725214&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=petition_dashboard&recruited_by_id=98b7a820-29f8-11e6-bff2-bf6e1d645245
https://www.change.org/p/university-of-nevada-reno-allow-2021-unr-graduates-to-have-in-person-commencement?recruiter=551725214&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=petition_dashboard&recruited_by_id=98b7a820-29f8-11e6-bff2-bf6e1d645245
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• Vice President of Student Services, Shannon Ellis 1 

• ASUN President, Dominique Hall 2 

• Dean of The College of Business, Gregory Mosier 3 

• Dean of The College of Liberal Arts, Debra Moddelmog 4 

• Dean of The College of Science, Jeffrey Thompson 5 

• Dean of The College of Community Health Science, Trudy Larson 6 

• Dean of The Orvis School of Nursing, Debera Thomas 7 

• Dean of The College of Education and Human Development, Donald Easton-Brooks 8 

• Dean of The College of Engineering, Manos Maragakis 9 

• Dean of The College of Agriculture, Biotechnology, and Natural resources, Bill Payne 10 

• Dean of The Reynolds School of Journalism, Alan Stavitsky  11 
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Addendum A 

1. Reducing the number of people in a single space – splitting the graduate schools and college so 

that each ceremony is smaller, creating a limit on the number of guests allowed for each student, etc. 

2. Classes and degrees can be done in shifts at different times of the day in safe conditions. 

3. Larger venues – Mackay Stadium or other parks/public spaces that will be allowing 50% capacity 

after March 1st, 2021. 

4. Proper rules and regulations implemented – masks required, people seated 6 feet apart, hand 

hygiene, waiver forms required, negative COVID test results, etc. 

5. Allow for only students to attend commencement ceremonies and have it live-streamed for the 

audience virtually. 

6. Online options- available for those who do not feel comfortable or are unable to attend. 

7. Require students to sign a liability waiver ensuring that the university is not liable for any COVID-

19 cases linked to the ceremony.  

8. Combination of all the above. 
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Overview 

 
The subject of this proposal is the May 2021 graduation for the University of Nevada, Reno. 
Though the University has currently settled for a virtual graduation, I believe there is a unique 
opportunity for the University with its students to pioneer towards the future and hold a live, in-
person graduation. 

The Objective 
 

● Organize an in-person University graduation.  

● Ensure that graduation follows all COVID-19 protocols. 

The Opportunity 
 

● Provide students and faculty a long-desired live graduation. 

● Show how student engagement and organization can accomplish great feats. 

The Solution 
 

● Have a graduation hosted in one of three proposed areas.  

● Students may only have a maximum of 3 guests attend the in-person event. 

● Have all students and guest groups sit 10 feet apart to follow COVID-19 guidelines.  

OUR PROPOSAL 
 
With the recent progress of the COVID-19 vaccines, as well as the dropping case numbers within 
Reno, I believe we have made tremendous improvements in health within this city. As of February 
17, 2021, Governor Sisolak gave the directive to “increase the occupancy of school building or 
facilities to the lesser of 250 or 75% of maximum occupancy”. On top of this, the Governor also 
issues to “adopt social distancing protocols with a minimum allowable distance of 3 feet between 
students and 6 feet between adults and students or other adults”. Given this, and the fact that many 
services such as the campus gym are open today, I believe that, with proper organizing and planning, 
the University of Nevada, Reno can have its own small graduation. 
This would not only give students their long-desired dream to have their graduation, but it would 
also give faculty the sought-after event to see their students graduate and move forward in their 
lives. Graduation is a precious moment in all our lives, and I would like to make that moment 
become a reality once again. With the help of the student clubs, ASUN, Student Services, and other 
organizations, I am more than confident we could host a graduation while ensuring the safety and 
health of all in attendance. 

Execution Strategy on Graduation Day 
The format of how graduation will be organized is dependent on how many graduating seniors there 

are, as well as how many would be willing to attend. Though I do not have these exact numbers, I 

am willing to estimate there to be around 1,500-4,500. This range is so large because some students 

will not feel comfortable, some students cannot attend due to distance, and others simply do not 
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care for the official ceremony. With this sheer amount, I propose the use of one of three locations 

to host this graduation: 

1) Mackay Stadium 

2) Lawlor Events Center 

3) Reno-Sparks Convention Center  

All numbers presented are projections and are an underestimation of the total seats available.  

Mackay Stadium 
The Mackay Stadium is a beautiful venue which is ideal for an in-person graduation. With a total 

seating capacity of 30,000, it can hold thousands of people while maintaining social distancing. If 

each student were to invite a maximum of three individuals, who would sit together, and remain 10 

feet apart from each group, the stadium could hold a minimum of 4,868 people. This is a 

conservative number since I do not have the official mapping and seating arrangement for the 

stadium. If people had to sit in rows 10 feet apart with people only in every other row, there are an 

estimated 2,163 seats available, and if we cross scattered, there are an estimated 4,327 seats.  

 

On top of this, when we calculated the total space available on the field with the track, a minimum 

of 1,035 students could be placed with the remainder on the front row of the stands. With the best 

use of space, the stadium would be able to hold over 6,000 people between students and guests. If 

we were able to have a more accurate number of students interested, we would be able to adjust the 

number of guests available per student, if there will be any guests at all.  

 

With proper documentation, numbers, and estimates, we could narrow all these numbers to a more 

exact estimate, and plan accordingly from there.  

Lawlor Events Center 
The Lawlor Events Center is another wonderful option. With 11,536 seats available, a low estimate 

of 1,664 individuals would be placed within the center. Unfortunately, with such a low number, the 

option for individual guests becomes less likely if we were to hold onto current regulations of 10 feet 

apart. When we factor the basketball court into this calculation, I have a low estimate of another 100 

students, including the stage. 

 

Though not as ideal as Mackay Stadium, the Lawlor Events Center provides shelter from the sun’s 

heat and can easily stream the students on the monitors. If we were to use this area, it would most 

likely be for students only and there would have to be a modified version of the traditional walk.  

 

Reno-Sparks Convention Center 
Not too far from campus, the Reno-Sparks Convention Center is the perfect collaboration of both 

the Lawlor Events Center and Mackay Stadium. The Convention Center has two main parts that the 

University would be interested in which are the largest room and largest exhibit. The largest exhibit 

has 382,000 square feet of room, and with the most conservative calculations, 4,777 people could be 

placed. The largest room has 120,900 square feet of room, leading to a conservative calculation of 
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1,511 people. However, this space can be expanded several thousands of square feet, allowing for 

more individuals. However, if chair placement were to be maximized, there could be thousands of 

more chairs available in the Convention Center.  

 

When it comes to exactly how the University would want to use this space, there are several options. 

If the university were to only have the event for students, no guests, we could simply use the exhibit 

to host the event. Another approach is to have the exhibit for students and use the largest room 

with additional halls to host the guests, where they can observe the graduation from screens.  

 

Without a doubt, this space has the most versatility, opportunity, and the University’s best chance to 

host a graduation that resembles past graduations. The image below is a layout of the Convention 

Center. We have used the space countless times for TEDx and other events, so the university is well 

acquainted with the facility.  

 
 

General Ceremony 
In terms of the ceremony, it will follow a similar format to past graduations. The “Pomp and 

Circumstance” will be played as well as the National Anthem, both most likely will be recorded and 

played from speakers. The walk to the seats will most likely need a different choreography than past 

graduations to prevent students from walking through clustered areas. However, this can be easily 

planned and arranged if the proposal is approved. In terms of speeches, I believe that past formats 
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of a professor and 1-3 students giving their speeches is still doable, given that masks are worn, or 

there is plexiglass in front of them to allow for the mask to be off.  

 

On the handing of the diplomas, there are two ways this portion can be done. The first way is that 

students still walk up on stage, but when approaching the President, must stay six feet away. There 

will be an “X” on the ground for both the President as well as the student to be socially distanced. 

President Sandoval will most likely need to wear gloves when handing diplomas to the students. 

There will be no handshaking. Both the student and the President will turn and face the camera, take 

a picture, and the student will proceed to walk off stage. 

 

The second way this can be done is that, rather than students walking, students will have their 

diplomas already in hand. When their names are called, they will simply stand up in 

acknowledgment, then sit back down. 

The reason for the two formats is to prepare for future restrictions. In this case, we will be prepared 

for looser or tighter restrictions.  

 
Then will be the wrap-up of the graduation ceremony. Students will only be allowed to pick up their 
caps when the ceremony is over. Throwing will not be permitted to avoid grouping. 
 

Resources 
● ASUN 

o ASUN would be a crucial aspect for this ceremony. With their access to resources, 

materials, and knowledge, they would be able to assist in the physical needs as well as 

the management for the ceremony. I have already been in contact with an ASUN 

senator and have begun conversations with them on my idea and proposal. 

● Student Services 

o Student Services has a large part to play for graduations and all student events. Their 

expertise in student events makes them a valuable resource, as well as one of the 

final deciders for this proposal. With extensive conversations and planning, I believe 

Student Services would be interested in this idea and help make it a reality.  

● Student Organizations 

o There are several student organizations such as the Entrepreneurship Club, Business 

Student Council, and more who are interested in assisting for an in-person 

graduation. Their resilience, knowledge, and passion make them very willing to work 

in supporting this proposal. As President of the Entrepreneurship Club and member 

of the Business Student Council, I see students in action, on a weekly basis, and it is 

remarkable to watch young leaders evolve.  

With these organizations, the University of Nevada, Reno’s Graduation ceremony will have all the 
necessary guidance and tools to make graduation possible. 
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Timeline for Execution 
 

Description Start Date End Date Duration 

Graduation Approval through 
President Sandoval, Student Services, 
and ASUN 

03/05/21 03/26/21 3 weeks 

Preparing and planning with the three 
entities 

03/26/21 04/16/21 3 weeks  

Phase 1 Complete    

Reaching out to students and faculty of 
speeches 

04/01/21 04/17/21 2 weeks 

Run 2 rehearsals with management 
team  

04/18/21 05/01/21 2 weeks 

Send email to graduating students of 
formal and choreography of graduation 

04/18/21 05/01/21 2 weeks 

Phase 2 Complete    

Final rehearsal 05/12/21 05/12/21 1 day 

Graduation 05/13/21 05/13/21 1 day  

 1 
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