
 
 
To: Director of Elections & Democratic Education Kevin Finkler  
From: Attorney General Paige Flippin  
Date: January 7, 2021  
Re: Enforcement of rules and procedures in the candidate packet  

 
 
Director Finkler:  
 
In your request, you asked for an opinion on who can enforce the rules and procedures outlined 
in the candidate packet but are not explicitly stated in the Statutes of the Associated Students 
(SAS).  
 
Upon reading through and familiarizing myself with the Candidate Packet you attached to your 
opinion request, it seems as though almost everything pertaining to rules/regulations/procedures 
is taken directly from the SAS and, therefore, has a clear enforcing power. However, the 
subsection titled “Campaigning Commencement” does not include an enforcing power, as it is 
not explicitly written in the SAS:  
 

2020 ASUN Elections Candidate Packet - Campaigning Commencement, pg. 3  
No campaigning is allowed until [changing date]. This includes verbal campaigning, 
listservs, posters, signs, flyers, websites, etc. In addition, this means candidates cannot speak 
formally at any group, class, or organization meeting before this date. No campaign material 
(including social media) may be distributed prior to this date. Campaigning prior to the 
commencement time listed above results in a fine or possible removal from the elections. 
ASUN will not be held responsible if a candidate uses copyrighted material without the 
permission of the copyright owner. 

 
According to the SAS, facilitation of elections is the duty of the Director of Elections and 
Democratic Education (Director of Elections) and the Attorney General:  
 

SAS Title VII, Ch. 701, Sec. 3 - Facilitation  
The facilitation of elections of the Association shall be implemented collectively by the 
Director of Elections and Democratic Education hired by the Center for Student 
Engagement as well as the Attorney General of the Association.  

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
According to the SAS, it is the duty of the Director of Elections to:  
 

SAS Title VII, Ch. 701, Sec. 4 - Composition of Duties  
a) To execute the facilitation of the elections that are in accordance to the Election Code 
and the Association’s Constitution.  
b) To facilitate the logistics of elections, including but not limited to outreach, planning 
workshops, building coalitions for the betterment of the elections, interpreting the SAS 
and Constitution, and ensuring elections are fair, equal, inclusive, and democratic.  
c) To plan all dates, deadlines, finance dues, marketing, and initiatives pertaining to 
elections.  
d) To create programming and initiatives that aims to educate students about democratic 
engagement in local, state, and national politics 

 
According to the SAS, the Director of Elections is the enforcer for campaign finance 
infringements, but the Attorney General will be in charge of investigating and prosecuting those 
violations before the Judicial Council:  
 

SAS Title VII, Ch. 702, Sec. 20 - Campaign Finance Rules and Regulations  
b) ENFORCEMENT: 

1) Enforcement of the campaign finance regulations shall be the 
responsibility of the Director of Elections and Democratic Education.  

2) The Director of Elections and Democratic Education is the chief 
administrator of campaign finance restrictions. 

10) As with any other violation of the ASUN campaign rules, the ASUN 
Attorney General shall be responsible for investigating alleged violations of 
these rules and prosecuting them before the ASUN Judicial Council 

 
According to the SAS, my duties, as Attorney General, concerning election violations are as 
follows: 
 

SAS Title II, Ch. 205, Sec. 2 - Duties  
(f) The Attorney General shall investigate alleged violations of the Election Code and 
prosecute offenders before the Judicial Council.  
(h) The Attorney General shall act as the representative of the Director of Elections and 
Democratic Education before the ASUN Judicial Council. 
(n) The Attorney General shall notify Candidates and all others cited of charges during 
elections.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
The Judicial Council’s enforcement powers are detailed in the SAS: 
 

SAS Title VII, Ch. 702, Sec. 15 - ASUN Judicial Council  
a) JURISDICTION: The ASUN Judicial Council shall have sole jurisdiction in all cases 
arising under the Election Code.  
b) SANCTIONS: The ASUN Judicial Council shall be empowered to impose the 
sanctions specified for violation of the Campaign Rules in the Election Code.  
 

While there is no clear enforcer for this provision, I find, through the SAS, that the Judicial 
Council should be in charge of dictating when this stipulation is violated and the appropriate 
punishment for said offense. As is the case in most all election violations, the Judicial Council 
plays a vital role in divvying out applicable punishments for those who break election code.  
 
It is my opinion that, in the future, legislation should be drafted to edit SAS Title VII, Ch. 702, 
Sec. 13 to include the sentiment from “Campaigning Commencement” into the Election Code, 
effectively making the enforcement abundantly clear. The Judicial Council should handle all 
elections code violations.  
 
Overall, it is my opinion that the Judicial Council should still be the enforcer of the 
rules/regulations/procedures not explicitly stated in the SAS, but present in the Candidate Packet, 
in order to maintain consistency in the election process. Additionally, I urge the Senate to draft 
legislation including the “Campaigning Commencement” portion of the Candidate Packet into 
the Election Code.  
 
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.  
 
Best Regards,  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Paige I. Flippin 
Attorney General  
Associated Students of the University of Nevada 

 


