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Whereas, hostile architecture is defined as, “the design of buildings or public spaces in a way which
discourages people from touching, climbing or sitting on them, with the intention of avoiding damage or use
for a different purpose;”!

Whereas, more specifically, anti-homeless architecture is a form of architectural design to prevent or
impede crime and help maintain order;?

Whereas, a 2018 study found that 36% of college students were considered housing insecure, and 9%
of university students had experienced complete homelessness within the previous year;?

Whereas, Reno has been infamously known for its “War on Homelessness;”

Whereas, in 2016, the City of Reno approved the removal of benches across Downtown Reno to

prevent loitering;*

! https://www.macmillandictionary.com/us/buzzword/entries /hostile-architecture.html

2 https://interestingengineering.com/15-examples-of-anti-homeless-hostile-architecture-that-you-probably-never-noticed-
before#:%7H:text=Hostile%20architecture%2C%200therwise%20known%20as intended %020t0%20be%20used % 20for

3 https://www.cnbe.com/2018/04/06/new-study-finds-that-36-percent-of-college-students-dont-have-enough-to-
cat.html#:%7E:text=Researchers%20found%20that%2036%20percenthomeless?20in%20the%20past’o20ycar
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Retrieved 10 October 2020, from https://www.rgj.com/story/news/2016/10/06/reno- bench-removal-deter-drug-dealing-not-
homeless/91621412



https://www.macmillandictionary.com/us/buzzword/entries/hostile-architecture.html
https://interestingengineering.com/15-examples-of-anti-homeless-hostile-architecture-that-you-probably-never-noticed-before#:%7E:text=Hostile%20architecture%2C%20otherwise%20known%20as,intended%20to%20be%20used%20for
https://interestingengineering.com/15-examples-of-anti-homeless-hostile-architecture-that-you-probably-never-noticed-before#:%7E:text=Hostile%20architecture%2C%20otherwise%20known%20as,intended%20to%20be%20used%20for
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/04/06/new-study-finds-that-36-percent-of-college-students-dont-have-enough-to-eat.html#:%7E:text=Researchers%20found%20that%2036%20percent,homeless%20in%20the%20past%20year
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/04/06/new-study-finds-that-36-percent-of-college-students-dont-have-enough-to-eat.html#:%7E:text=Researchers%20found%20that%2036%20percent,homeless%20in%20the%20past%20year
https://www.rgj.com/story/news/2016/10/06/reno-%20bench-removal-deter-drug-dealing-not-homeless/91621412/
https://www.rgj.com/story/news/2016/10/06/reno-%20bench-removal-deter-drug-dealing-not-homeless/91621412/

Whereas, in 2017, the City of Reno approved a ban on sleeping on public or private property for the
homeless;>

Whereas, the City of Reno has also been continuing to clear out homeless camps for years;

Whereas, homeless people rely on benches to rest;’

Whereas, anti-homeless benches are exclusionary;

Whereas, homeless students become excluded on-campus if they cannot find a place to rest on-
campus;

Whereas, anti-homeless architecture can also be exclusive to plus-sized people and disabled
individuals;?

Whereas, anti-homeless benches are costly;

Whereas, lowa City spent $150,000 on installing anti-homeless benches with armrests to prevent
sleeping;’

Whereas, it cost lowa City approximately $150 more for each anti-homeless bench than it did standard
benches;!0

Whereas, funding that facilities would use to install anti-homeless architecture could be better used to
support projects that would make campus a more inclusive space for all students;

Whereas, precedent already exists for programs that have successfully led to the removal of anti-
homeless architecture and benches;!!

Whereas, the homeless and insecure housing population relies on public spaces and its street furniture;
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Whereas, those who are experiencing homelessness often sleep during the day in public spaces since
they would usually be up all night — a form of self-defense as they must stay on high alert when alone;

Whereas, Lisa Lee, former UNR constituent and former member of the homeless populous witnessed
other students sleeping on the fourth floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union Center as they rely on quiet
spaces to rest during the day;

Whereas, an interview of Lisa Lee can be found in Addendum A;

Whereas, the lack of sleep/broken sleep schedule and other disruptions detived from the issue can
cause mental health issues and a drop in grades;'?

W hereas, many students who are homeless/financially insecure often have to hold more than one job
to afford basic necessities and cover the rest of the tuition;!3

Whereas, students can end up in dangerous areas as a result of having limited options for shelter and
rest;

Whereas, The University of Nevada, Reno is an open campus, meaning anyone can come and spend
time on our campus and in our buildings;

Whereas, in a semester where the campus is operating as usual it gets hundreds, if not thousands, of

visitors a year, and many unhoused people seek shelter from the elements within the campus;

Whereas, students also enjoy coming to their campus to spend extended amounts of time studying or
socializing in the buildings and outside, when the weather permits, and hostile architecture makes this less
comfortable and pleasant;

Whereas, instances of anti-homeless architecture currently exist on campus along both sides of North
Virginia Street in the form of benches with armrests between each seat and benches with extremely narrow

seating panels;

https://commons.emich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgirreferer=https://scholat.coogle.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1093&context=mcnai



https://commons.emich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://scholar.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1093&context=mcnair
https://commons.emich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://scholar.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1093&context=mcnair

Be it resolved that, the Senate of the Associated Students supports the removal of anti-homeless
benches on campus;

Be it further resolved that, the Senate of the Associated Students prefers a replacement of these benches
with friendlier architecture when budgetarily appropriate;

Be it further resolved that, the Senate of the Associated Students supports the implementation of a ban
on hostile architecture on-campus;

Be it further resolved that, that this legislation be sent to:

e  Brian Sandoval, President of the University

e Shannon Ellis, Vice President of Student Services

e Denise Baclawski, Associate Vice President, Facilities Service

e FEloise Chaparro, Executive Assistant, Planning and Construction
e Mary Zabel, Director of the Disability Resource Center

e Todd Renwick, Chief of Police Services

e Paulina Pride, Chief Justice of the Associated Students

e Lisa Lee, alumni and community activist

e Abbey Nyberg, constituent

e  Elliot Bailey, constituent

e  Matthew Graham, constituent

Adopted in Senate on December 9, 2020

Attest:

Hope Cronan, Senate Secretary

Keegan Murphy, Speaker of the Senate



