
 

Committee on   
Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness 

Senate of the Associated Students 88th Session   
Minutes for Thursday, November 12th, 2020 at 5:30pm   

Zoom Meeting: Email Joshua Luers at senatorluers@asun.unr.edu  

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER   
Senator Luers called the committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness to order on Thursday, 
November 12, at 5:33 pm. Presiding Secretary, Yesenia Pelayo.    

2. ROLL CALL 
Senators Luers, Chantiyanon, Keller, Kidd, Nugent, Stoddard, and Torres were present.  
 
Senator Ramirez was tardy unexcused. 
 
A quorum was present.   

3. PUBLIC COMMENT  
There was no public comment at this time.  

4. MINUTES   
There were no minutes to be heard at this time.   

5. OLD BUSINESS   
There was no old business at this time.   

6. NEW BUSINESS   
a. Committee Reports   

Senator Torres said she and Senators Bourgault and Kidd finished their counseling services piece 
and it’ll be on the committee for next week. They should get finished with the sensitive content 
warning piece in the next week and a half.  
 
Senator Luers said he was really excited for those pieces. 
 

Senator Ramirez entered the meeting at 5:35 pm.   

b. Liaison Updates   
There were no liaison updates at this time.  
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c. S.Res. 88 – A Resolution in Support of a Reopening and Closing Mitigation Plan for  the 
E.L. Wiegand Fitness Center for Spring Semester 2021   

Senator Luers sought a motion to favorably recommend S.Res. 88- A Resolution in Support of a 
Reopening and Closing Mitigation Plan for the E.L. Wiegand Fitness Center for Spring Semester 
2021. 
 
Senator Kidd moved to favorably recommend S.Res. 88- A Resolution in Support of a Reopening 
and Closing Mitigation Plan for the E.L. Wiegand Fitness Center for Spring Semester 2021. 
Senator Chantiyanon seconded. 
 
The committee moved into a presentation from the author. 
 
Senator Keller explained that the response from students and faculty after the gym closure was not 
a positive one from the petition from student employees coming forth to express this discontent. 
They know an actionable step is needed. In fact, it is their mission statement as senators to create 
legislation that supports the needs and concerns. As much as they would love for the gym to be 
reopened this semester, she and Senator Torres decided that that was not feasible as of now. She 
said today she is presenting a resolution in support of a more structured reopening and potential 
closure mitigation plan for next semester when the gym is planning to be reopened. Throughout 
the legislation, they put in data from the document sent to them by Nora Constantino and 
Nicholas Murray along with their most valued references to studies revolving around COVID and 
the benefits of keeping physically and mentally fit. They also included the link to the petition that 
was started shortly after the email announcement by President Sandoval. This served as their main 
source of student/faculty feedback as there were currently over 4,000 signatures. Many people who 
signed it also left some comments explaining why they are supporting the reopening of the gym. 
She read a comment left by a student, Vanessa Komanduri:  
“This is my favorite part about campus. The fitness center’s doing so many things to keep COVID 
at bay and has taken so many precautions. I feel incredibly safe at the UNR gym and the fitness 
center is the only thing that actually improved my mental health during this deadly pandemic.” 
Senator Keller continued by saying there are many more comments that share these frustrations 
and even more students and faculty who can attest to them in person. After Kevin Finkler came 
into public comment at senate, she reached out to him to get the general feedback from him and 
his coworkers from the gym. Overall, they were disappointed and annoyed at the lack of 
communication between the gym and upper administration. There was no real clear plan for the 
employees on how they were going to prepare for the closure. More importantly, they didn’t have 
ample time to let the precautions and cleaning procedures be fully implemented. They weren’t even 
given the chance to feel the effects because they were closed so quickly. In conclusion, this 
pandemic and this year have been difficult. She’s fully aware that opening more student hubs and 
keeping them open comes with a chance of higher cases and more cause for concern, but this is 
something that fellow students want and rightfully deserve. People from both outside and inside 
ASUN say we need to do better with representing students and constituents. This is the perfect 
opportunity to do that. This is not a request to reopen the gym, it is a request for a more structured 
plan, so they can avoid the confusion and lack of communication between students and upper 
administration.  



Committee on Safety, Sustainability, and Wellness 
Thursday, November 12, 2020 
Page 3 

 
Senator Torres continued by explaining how the addendum talks about the reopening mitigation 
procedures and potential reclosure procedures. Given the facts that we have increased to 400 new 
cases every day, it's impossible to know whether we are not going to reclose in the future, so they're 
offering different procedures for the reopening mitigation plan that will be happening in the spring 
and a potential reclosure plan if there are too many cases and President Sandoval decides to close 
again. Some of the reopening mitigation procedures are to maintain half capacity of the fitness 
center as had been done before, continue with the same safety procedures that had been previously 
implemented, but also increase tracking of the fitness center both for students and workers using 
the faculty. This can be done so in a survey as has been done for other buildings such as the Joe. 
Also they would automatically enforce the closure of the gym for a two hour cleaning procedure 
which was implemented in late September and early October but not at the beginning of the fall 
semester. Some of the potential reclosure procedures would be to allow students a two week 
minimum notice of closures. All the students and student workers found out the same day through 
the email from President Sandoval which did not give student workers enough time to find another 
job. It left them scrambling to find ways to pay for tuition and rent. Student workers should also 
receive a two week minimum pay based on individual employee’s average number of hours worked 
per week prior to closing. A lot of student workers as well as students were not aware of how many 
cases were happening on campus. The last bullet point on the closure procedures plan would be to 
be open and transparent about how we’re tracking those cases so that we can get consent from 
students and uphold that privacy of students and faculty.  
 
Senator Kidd said she thought this piece was really well put together. 
 
Senator Luers said he agreed with Senator Kidd that this was a thoroughly enjoyable piece of 
legislation. He’s glad they are creating reform and a procedure to hold the gym accountable because 
when the gym closed there was nothing to hold them accountable to.  
 
The committee moved into a vote to approve S.Res. 88- A Resolution in Support of a Reopening 
and Closing Mitigation Plan for the E.L. Wiegand Fitness Center for Spring Semester 2021. 
Motion carried unanimously.  

7. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS   
There were no reports at this time. 
 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT  
There was no public comment at this time.   

9. ADJOURNMENT   
Senator Luers adjourned the meeting at 5:44 pm. 


