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Senate of the Associated 
Students of the University of 
Nevada 
86th Session, 2018-2019 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 

 

Resolution Number: 145 

Authored By: Senator Collins 

Sponsored By: Committee on Academics 

Whereas, the Bureau of Labor Statistics found that university/college textbook prices increased 

1,041% from 1977 to 2015, far outpacing the rate of inflation at 308% during the same time period.  

Whereas, in the past decade alone, college textbook prices have increased 187.5%, more than any 

other educational cost measured by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.  

Whereas, the estimated expense for textbooks and supplies at the University of Nevada, Reno for the 

2018-2019 academic year is $1.300.  

Whereas, a study done by The Chronicle of Higher Education found that 73% of college students 

reported they did not buy a textbook because it was too expensive, and 78% of those students said they 

expected their performance to suffer as a result.  

Whereas, Open Educational Resources (OER) are any classroom teaching material - such as 

textbooks, lesson notes, quizzes, syllabi, video lectures, etc. - that are released online for free, commonly peer-

reviewed, and licensed so that others may reuse and adapt them for their own needs, usually with a Creative 

Commons license. 

Whereas, students do not have to pay to access OERs online because they are free and available on 

their institution websites. 
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Whereas, OERs are beneficial for students who prefer accessing their textbooks online instead of 

having to carry around hard copies of their textbooks. Students can also choose to print out course materials 

from the OERs if they prefer hard copies. 

Whereas, institutions that have OER programs also allow students to opt to pay for a printed version 

of an OER, such as an open textbook, but at a reduced cost - usually $20 to $50 – compared to the price of a 

traditional textbook.  

Whereas, several institutions and university systems have their own OERs program, including the 

State University of New York system, University of Minnesota, the California State University and 

University of California systems, the University of Michigan, and the University of Oklahoma. 

Whereas, school library webpages are the most common location for students to access links for all 

their OERs. These open educational libraries include resources from OpenStax, OER Commons, Teaching 

Commons, and Merlot, which are all sites that act as clearinghouses for the OERs. 

Whereas, OER authors agree to license their works to allow others to make copies of them, distribute 

them and, ideally, adapt them for their own uses. Copyright law gives these rights to a work’s author, but the 

licenses work within copyright law to allow others to make use of these rights. 

Whereas, with an OER program, faculty members often do not need to make their own OERs 

from scratch, but instead can use already existing OERs where faculty have the choice to use the ntire existing 

OER or remix and adapt specific content from the OER. 

Whereas, many institutions that have implemented OER programs do not force faculty members to 

participate in the program, but instead offer incentives to faculty members who do participate ─ financial, 

equipment, student success, and/or award recognition for encouraging more affordable Education ─ to 

encourage the use of OERs in their courses.  

Whereas, the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, had almost 6,000 students who saved an average 

$125.98 per course during the first four years of the university’s OERs program for a total of $1.5 million and 
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the University of Oklahoma estimated that its OERs program saved students a total of $270,000 through its 

first two years (2015-2017).  

Whereas, in a study across eight universities and colleges in the U.S. that have OER programs, 90 

percent of the students and faculty reported their OERs were equal or better in quality compared to their 

previously used traditional hard copy textbooks.  

Whereas, OERs offer positive benefits for university stakeholder such as campus bookshops/stores 

through a mutual relationship between the stores and OERs. 

Whereas, several bookstores – including Cal Poly’s and Virginia Western Community Colleges have 

worked with their university to host OERs as part of their online catalog and then provide an option for 

students to purchase a print version through them, which allows the bookstore to take in some revenue from 

OERs, helping to offset any losses. 

Whereas, the University of Oklahoma (OU) uses funding from the university, philanthropic 

organization donations, and state/federal government aid to assist faculty members in the creation of 

OERs.  

Whereas, OU Libraries created an initiative called the “Alternative Textbook Grant” which is an 

incentive for faculty to use OERs and compensates instructors for the work required to abandon costly, 

traditional course materials in favor of free and open course materials. They award up to $2,500 for successful 

applications and some of their colleges have also agreed to award discretionary matching funds for a 

maximum of $5.000.  

Whereas, unlike rental textbooks that are returned at the end of the semester, students can access 

OERs at anytime even after they have completed the classes. 

Be it resolved that, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada supports the use of Open 

Educational Resources; 
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Be it further resolved that, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada encourages faculty to 

consider open educational resources and other low-cost course materials when selecting textbooks; 

Be it further resolved that, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada encourages the 

University to offer support to faculty to consider and adopt open educational resources; 

Be it further resolved that, a copy of this resolution be sent to President Marc Johnson, Vice President of 

Student Services Shannon Ellis, Provost Kevin Carman, all deans of each college, and each Faculty senate 

member. 

 

 

 

Adopted in Senate on April 3rd, 2019 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________________ 
Andrea Godoy, Secretary of the Senate 

 

__________________________________________ 
Anthony Martinez, Speaker of the Senate 


