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86th Session of the 
Senate of the Associated Students 

Minutes for Wednesday, March 13th, 2019 at 5:30 P.M. 
Rita Laden Senate Chambers, Third Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Speaker Martinez called the senate meeting to order at 5:31 pm in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd 
Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy and Legislative Clerk Brooke 
Hansen.  

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
Speaker Martinez and Senators Ahmed, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Collins, Dobbs, Flangas, Grant, Green, 
Hudson, Hughes, Rogaczewski, Rogers, Sewell, Westerman, Wilcox, Yeghiayan were present.  
 
Senator Clemons was tardy excused.  
  
Senators McKinney, Alvarez, Lemus absent excused. . 
 
A quorum was present.  
 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
The minutes were unavailable at this time.   

a. The minutes from January 30th, 2019  

b. The minutes from February 6th, 2019  

c. The minutes from February 13th, 2019  

d. The minutes from February 27th, 2019  

e. The minutes from March 6th, 2019 

  
5. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Tyler Parry, College of Liberal Arts. He said in case you hadn’t heard, HRC and a few other organizations 
are hosting a Trans Visibility Brunch this Sunday the 31st at the Center on S. Wells. You can get tickets 
online; they are $15 per person and all proceeds go to the Trevor Project, which works to reduce LBGTQ 
suicides and homelessness. Anything above 0 is concerning. He hoped they agreed with that and asked the 
body email him with questions or for the link to RSVP.  
 
Dr. Beattie said the Speak your Truth survey is closing at 5 pm tomorrow. He asked they tell all students 
to fill it out since the University needs the data at the end in order to make good decisions about the 
campus.  
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There was no further public comment at this time.  
 

6. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND REFERRAL 
There were no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 
 

7. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS 

a. President of the Associated Students, Hannah Jackson  
President Jackson said asked the body to make sure take the survey and that they mobilize others 
to do the same, including sending out sample messages. She hoped to see them at the Drag 
Show later. In case they hadn’t heard, there was an anti-sematic incident at one of the res halls. It 
was important they increase efforts for education and awareness. To go off that, she had an 
update on bringing the Anti-Defamation League to campus on April 24th for the pilot program. 
She will be inviting student leaders and faculty to give feedback on the training so that it can be 
incorporated into future trainings. Another thing, a student approached her about a survey sent 
out towards women. It just used the University’s database for students and used students’ legal 
genders rather than the gender identification for transgender students or nonbinary students. She 
reached out to Admissions and Records about using a student’s preferred name and gender. 
There are a lot of technicalities about that but they are working through it.  
 
Senator Clemons entered the room at 5:37 pm.  
 
Senator Flangas asked if the date was April 24th. 
 
Speaker Jackson said yes; that date was tentative and a formal invitation will be sent out later.  
 
Senator Burton asked if they are going through a third party or the University.  
 
President Jackson said the Anti-Defamation League was nationwide. They have a Nevada 
chapter that is based in Las Vegas and they will be flying up to provide training.  
 

b. Vice President of the Associated Students, Carissa Bradley 
Vice President Bradley said she had a quick report. Frist, the Pack Internship Grant Program 
Reception is going to be on Monday, April 29th from 11-1 pm in the Joe Ballrooms. They will be 
doing something different and combining that with the Office of Service Learning and Civic 
Engagement to also present. That will allow us to show how students and the community are all 
collaborating. People from the Career studio and the Office of Undergrad Research will be there. 
The second date to remember is that the fall home opener football game will be on August 30th 
against Purdue. The time was to be determined but they had time since it was far away still. It 
was hard to set times since they needed to work with tv providers for when the game can be 
aired. She can get the full schedule to them later.  
 

c. Chief Justice, Kate Groesbeck 
 

d. Chief of Staff, Matthew Dutcher  
Intern Finkler said the ASUN banquet RSVP form is due by March 27th and this is a hard 
deadline. The doors for banquet will open at 5:30-45 for mingling. They will sit down at 6:00 pm 
for dinner. If you have class and need to get there late, that is okay, but if you can, show up 
earlier rather than later.  
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e. Director of Clubs and Organizations, Luke Bittar 
Director Bittar said they are looking at the SAS right now to make revisions to the SAS. His 
department is looking for changes now and then will send them to Gov Ops. The changes will 
be ready for discussion after spring break. Next, the nomination link for the club banquet awards 
has been sent out. There are 14 awards to give out. He asked the body to encourage clubs to 
nominate people for the awards and to also attend the banquet. Club renewal starts on April 1st. 
They wanted to do as many renewals as early as possible so that clubs are ready for the 
upcoming year. Finally, he and Senator Hughes met with Provost Carman to explore how to get 
more students involved on campus.  
 

f. Director of Event Programming, Austin Lensch 
 

g. Director of Legislative Affairs, Katie Worrall 
Director Worrall said Late Night with your Legislator was successful. It was lead by the interns 
and it was cool to see them do that. They had many students come and she knew the legislators 
were happy and engaged with students. Their next project right now is the sexual assault teach in. 
That is being planned right now with different organizations and clubs but the date was set for 
April 8th in the Great Room. The department is also working with the Center to put on a Policy 
101 workshop to train students on how to lobby and how to navigate the legislature, including 
bills that are up for approval. There is no date for that yet but she will let them know at the next 
meeting hopefully. She wanted to remind the body about the nature of the Legislature being that 
things come fast and they don’t always know what to expect. Sometimes policy briefs are sent 
with a short notice but it was nice to have resolutions that they can present on behalf of 
students. She appreciated their work so far but she needed them to write more. And she was 
willing to help with that as well.  
 
Speaker Martinez said it was important for the body to engage with Director Worrall right now. 
If they are worried that legislation won’t go through committee in time; chairs just need to write 
a memo explaining that the legislation is time sensitive and it can be fast-tracked.  
 

h. Director of Diversity and Inclusion, Arezo Amerzada 
Commissioner Releford said there wasn’t much to update them on. The microaggression video is 
being made at the moment. She hoped that the video is used in future ASUN and UNR trainings 
for years to come. Lastly, make sure students know about the survey and reiterate how important 
it was to take it. Please spread the word on social media. 
 
Senator Flangas got feedback from constituents about the Divine Nine Panel and many students 
said it was their favorite event ever; it was loved by everyone that attended.  
 
Commissioner Releford thanked Senator Flangas and was flattered.  
 

i. Director of Sustainability, Sierra Jickling 
Director Jickling said it was brought to her attention last week that the Joe is planning events for 
Earth Day and those events conflict with her events for Monday and Tuesday. She is working 
with the Joe to consolidate events; she will have updates on that next week. The work for the 
compost program is moving along stable. Chartwells received their contract renewal last week. In 
case you didn’t know, the SNIF recipient has to do with composting so she is working to verify 
that a compost program is viable before funds are given to students. She will have more 
information on that soon.  
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j. Director of Campus and Public Relations, Mapuana Andrade 
Speaker Martinez read the report into the record:  
“Hi all. My report tonight is short - we have been really busy with trying to meet with all the 
people involved with Town Hall and making sure the topics and logistics are well executed. Can 
one senator from every college send me a Fail Forward video, please!” 
 

k. Director of Campus Wellness, Brennan Jordan 

l. Attorney General, Omar Moore 
 

m. Speaker of the Senate, Anthony Martinez 
Speaker Martinez reminded the body to take the survey; it closes at 5 pm. It was important to 
have students fill that out for feedback. It will help ASUN know what students want and are 
concerned about. For outreach hours, a sheet will be sent out for anyone that does hours over 
spring break but if they don’t, the points will be excused. In addition, he had to put up the 
agenda for the March 27th to follow Nevada Open meeting law over spring break. He needed all 
documents sooner rather than later on Tuesday or Wednesday in order to post the agenda by 
Friday at 9 am. Their last meeting will be Wednesday, April 10th.  
 

8. REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEES 

a. Chair, Committee on Academics – Senator Collins 
Senator Collins said the committee has a meeting this week. She knew many of her committee 
members can’t make it but they needed to have the meeting since Library Services will be there 
and they needed to hear legislation. If there are any specific questions or comments from people 
that can’t make it, let her know and she will be sure to share them. Also, there is an undergrad 
international research award that is given out through USAC and ASUN helps fund that. We 
give $10,000 in funding. Last session, a resolution was passed about allocating money in a 
different way so that instead of students getting the same amount of funding, they can give funds 
based on the costs of where students are traveling to. She will send out an email so they can 
discuss allocating money differently and be able to look at how much to allocate based costs. She 
will also need 7 senators from STEM, Social Sciences, and Humanities to help pick out the 
recipients like they did with the Undergrad Research Awards last semester. She will send out an 
email with information and if they wanted to volunteer, let her know.  
 
Dr. Beattie told the body to volunteer so that ASUN has input on how that money is allocated. 
The money will be allocated regardless of ASUN participates or not.  
 

b. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance – Senator Grant 
Senator Grant said to avoid points, his committee met today for 120 seconds. There is nothing 
to report from that; the committee will meet after spring break and continue reviews.  
 

c. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement – Senator Amaya  
Senator Amaya said the committee is working on Reading Week and putting on the finishing 
touches.  
 

d. Chair, Committee on Government Operations – Senator McKinney 
Senator Flangas said the committee hadn’t met and she had received no report from Senator 
McKinney.  
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e. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs – Senator Alvarez 
Senator Aziz said he didn’t have a report from Senator Alvarez.  
 
Dr. Beattie wanted to clarify some things regarding the relationship between Public Affairs – as 
well as senate – and Legislative Affairs. The job of the Department of Legislative Affairs is to 
educate students on what the bills say, but Director Worrall and her department can’t go down 
to the legislature and speak on behalf of any piece of legislation without a resolution from Senate 
being passed; only President Jackson can do that. Director Worrall’s duty is just to inform the 
students and the Association. Just as she can’t go and lobby, the body cannot go down and speak 
on behalf of anything either unless they go down as a student and not as a Senator or if a piece 
of legislation has been passed.  
 
Senator Aziz said besides that, the committee is meeting on the Tuesday after spring break in the 
KC but that meeting hadn’t been agendized yet. 
 
Senator Hughes said because so many piece of legislation go through Public Affairs relating to 
the legislature, and Senator Alvarez brought it up last time, she asked if anyone had created a 
document where Senators can just assign themselves a resolution to work on.  
 
Senator Aziz said last he heard, Senator Alvarez said she would do it but since she is not present, 
he cannot ask. He knew she planned to use a Microsoft portal and if that doesn’t happen, he will 
do it himself. 
 
Senator Hughes said she will follow up too.  
 

f. Chair, Committee on University Affairs – Senator Green 
Senator Green said the committee will have a meeting this Friday at 12 pm in the  PCR. The 
committee is working on the accessibility walk through. He thanked those that attended. He 
knew many of them were busy with midterms. He asked who will be in town on Sunday since 
that is when they will be doing the walkthrough potentially then.  
 
Senators Dobbs, Westerman, Rogaczewski, Rogers, Collins, Hughes, and Yeghiayan and Speaker 
Martinez and Director Jickling volunteered.  
 
Senator Green said he will send out an email and let them know that following weekend and he 
will send out an email as well. He will also buy them donuts as an incentive.  
 
Senator Westerman asked if he had a rough time since that is the day she is coming back; but she 
will be coming back in the morning.  
 
Senator Green said he sent out a doodle poll with times that people can put in.  
 
Senator Dobbs said that before he plans the day, he needs to make sure the buildings are open.  
 
Senator Green said he might reach out to facilities to have someone join them and hoped they 
could get a key to the buildings that way.  
 

g. Speaker Pro-Tempore – Senator Hughes 
Senator Hughes said she sent out an email since Provost Carman wanted feedback from the 
body about plans for the University. The email had information and she wanted them to come to 
the meeting with a list of what should be included in the strategic and master plans for the 
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university. She will have a follow-up email sent out over break. She is also supposed to sit on the 
awards committee meeting but can no longer attend. It is at 6:30 pm on the 26th of March. It was 
a one time-commitment. She asked if anyone can go in her place.  
 
Senator Westerman volunteered.  
 
Speaker Martinez said Provost Carman is coming to Senate on the 27th of March.  
 

h. Chair, Committee on Oversight – Speaker Martinez 
Speaker Martinez had no report; he asked the body to try to not get censured.  
 

9. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were no comments or announcements at this time.   
  

10. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK APPOINTMENTS 
There were no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 
 

11. APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS OF SENATORS AND ASUN OFFICIALS 
There were no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 
 

12. VETO MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
There were no veto messages at this time. 
 

13. CONSENT AGENDA 
There was no legislation filed for the Consent Agenda. 
 

14. FIRST READING OF LEGISLATION 
The following bills and resolutions received their first reading and were considered under item 16 of this 
agenda: 

a. S.R. 86 – A Resolution in Support of AB-133  
 

15. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK LEGISLATION 
There were no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 
 

16. REFERRALS TO COMMITTEE 
There was no legislation to be considered for referral at this time. 
 

17. SECOND READING OF LEGISLATION 
The following bills and resolutions received their second reading and were considered:  

a. S.R. 86 – A Resolution in Support of AB-133 
Senator Hudson moved to approve S.R. 86 – A Resolution in Support of AB-133.  
Senator Aziz seconded. 
 
Senator Dobbs said this resolution came through Public Affairs and was based on a legislative 
update. Since affordable housing was a prirority, that is why she wrote this legislation. 
Essentially, the bill proposes that the current definition of homeless youth in Nevada be changed 
from 18 to 24, which is the federal definition. Currently, places that serve homeless youth in 
Nevada are ineligible to receive federal funding because the Nevada definition stops at 18 and it 
doesn’t align with the federal definition. This bill would change the NRS language so that it lines 
up with the federal and would require counties to provide support to youth up to 24. It was 
important to the university since many of them are over 18; this change would benefit many 
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college students. The Eddy House, an organization that serves homeless youth in Reno, had stats 
that say 66% of homeless adults become homeless after the age of 18 and the reasons that 
homeless youth become homeless are different than those of adults. These homeless youth need 
specific services for homeless youth but they can only access adult services.  
 
Senator Rogers asked if this would re-define the definition or if it only changes the age.  
 
Senator Dobbs said it only changes the age for homeless and runway youth from 18 to 24. 
 
Senator Wilcox was confused by the definition on page 2, line 16.  
 
Senator Dobbs said an amendment could clarify what she was trying to say if that is something 
the body thought was needed.  
 
Senator Wilcox said an amendment would be good.  
 
Senator Dobbs asked for a second to write one. 
 
Dobs moved to amend page 2 line 16 to read: “85% go on to be productive members of the 
community” by unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; amendment carried.  
 
The body moved back into discussion of the resolution as a whole.  
 
Senator Burton asked if there was any potential for more organizations to pop up within the 
local area or if there had been talks about it with these changes.  
 
Senator Dobbs said she couldn’t speak for what might pop up but she knew the Eddy House 
was on a drop in basis currently and they wanted to expand to be overnight. With more funding, 
they would be able to do that.  
 
There was no further discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
 
Motion carried.  
 

18. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

a. Senate Committee Changes  
There were no committee changes at this time.  
 

b. Senator Reports  
Speaker Martinez asked for two reports. 
 
Senator Collins said she recently wrote a resolution in support of open education resources. This 
was sent to her a while back by President Jackson and it was sent as a priority since it aligned 
with Academics. They will see the resolution soon.  
 
Senator Amaya wrote legislation on striking TurboVOTE from the SAS since it wasn’t ADA 
accessible. The body will see that soon. She is also working on the legacy box and reached out to 
the people running for CHS so they can develop an advisory board.  
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Senator Hughes met with Provost Carman and Director Bittar. They discussed lots of things 
including opening up course evals. She is currently writing the resolution on that and it will be 
sent to Academics. They also talked about adding a question to the course evals to realign 
affordability. This way, students can share how much they spent on course materials ranging 
from $20-200. This gives feedback to the professors so they can see how much they are asking 
students to spend. They also discussed other things but it is escaping her at the moment. She also 
talked with Senator Sewell about safety with Police Services to go over the services they offer 
and filing reports and how the disaffiliations from fraternities and sororities is impacting 
students’ safety. They talked about how to bridge the gap between ASUN and Police Services to 
build connections.  
 

19. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were no comments or announcements at this time.  
 

20. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time. 
 

21. ADJOURNMENT 
Speaker Martinez adjourned the meeting at 6:14 pm. 
 


