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Whereas, student feedback is an essential aspect of the campus dining 

experience, which can be respected through frequent collections of student feedback, 

student outreach programming, and partnerships with the student body in the form 

of internships and collaboration with student government; 

Whereas, food waste is the largest component sent to landfills and rapidly 

generates methane, making landfills the third largest sources of methane in the 

United States; 

Whereas, eateries and dining halls are the sources of many items that 

generate solid municipal waste, including cups, straws, lids, bowls, plates, utensils, 

napkins, and wrappers, which are made of styrofoam, plastic, or paper;  

Whereas, paper products contribute to global deforestation, and plastic 

products contribute to plastics in the ocean, where there are more plastic particles 

than plankton and 90% of seabirds consume plastics; 



Whereas, recyclable options are not a sufficient solution to this global crisis, 

and compostable or reusable options need to be a serious part of the food policy 

solution;  

Whereas, in food service alone, waste accounts for $8 billion to $20 billion3 

Whereas, The National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive Diseases reported 

that in 2013, Americans threw out 40% of their food–– that is more than 20 pounds 

per person per month and a total of 165 billion dollars’ worth of food each year; 

Whereas, college campuses throw out a total of 22 million pounds of uneaten 

food per year4 

Whereas, in 2015 the USDA and EPA announced the first ever national food 

waste goal of a 50% reduction by 2030; 

Whereas, according to the 2018 Campus-Wide Civic Engagement Survey done 

by the Office of Student Persistence Research and the Center for Student 

Engagement, 22 % of all students report food insecurity; 

Whereas, the USDA defines food insecurity as “a lack of available financial 

resources for food at the level of the household”; 

Whereas, the mission statement of Pack Provisions is upheld “by providing 

access to perishable and non-perishable foods, meals on campus, school supplies, 

hygiene items and more”; 

Whereas, Pack Provisions has seen an increased demand in recent years 

resulting in food shortage in the pantry; 



Whereas, campus eateries currently donate their leftover perishable food 

items to Pack Provisions on a weekly basis. With a new dining and food recovery 

initiative, it could be donated at the end of every business day; 

Whereas, students value flexible and affordable meal options on campus, and 

campus dining experiences can be enhanced with the implementation of flexible and 

affordable Food Bucks programs; 

Be it resolved that, The Senate of the Associated Students prioritize these 

considerations in regard to the determining the new University Dining contract: 1) 

Sustainability (food sourcing, food waste, and food packaging waste considerations), 

2) Affordability for students and partnerships with Pack Provisions (flexible options 

for food buck usage, lower-priced options, and an enhanced food recovery and 

donation program to address food insecurity), 3) Avenues for student feedback 

(internships, workshops and educational outreach, feedback collected in campus 

dining apps and in person, actively address student concerns); 

Be it further resolved that, that a copy of this resolution be sent to President 

Marc Johnson, Vice President of Student Services Shannon Ellis, and Associate Vice 

President Gerald Marczynski.  

 

 

Adopted in Senate on February 6th, 2019 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________________ 
Andrea Godoy, Secretary of the Senate 

 



 

__________________________________________ 
Anthony Martinez, Speaker of the Senate 

 


