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Committee on Academics 
Senate of the Associated Students 86th Session  

Agenda for Friday, February 8th, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.  
3rd Floor Joe Crowley Student Union President’s Conference Room 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER* 
 

2. ROLL CALL* 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT* 
Items heard under public comment may be for items either on or off the agenda. Action may 
not be taken on items raised under public comment. The Chair may elect to take public 
comment on action items on this agenda. The Chair may impose reasonable limits on the length 
members of the public may speak 

4. MINUTES 
a. The committee will consider the approval of the minutes from January 25th, 2019.  The 

committee will discuss the minutes from January 25th, 2019 and may choose to amend or 
edit the minutes. Upon conclusion of the discussion the committee may choose to 
approve the minutes. 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Committee Senator Updates 

Each committee member will give an update on what they have been working on.  

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Senate Resolution 86. A Resolution in Support of Option B Predictable Pricing 
Program Proposed by NSHE Guaranteed Tuition Working Group 
The committee will discuss the piece of legislation. 

b. Senate Resolution 86. A Resolution to Create a Global Engineering Program 
The committee will discuss the piece of legislation. 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT* 
Items heard under public comment may be for items either on or off the agenda. Action may 
not be taken on items raised under public comment. The Chair may elect to take public 
comment on action items on this agenda. The Chair may impose reasonable limits on the length 
members of the public may speak. 
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8. ADJOURNMENT 
 

9. NOTES. 
Unless otherwise marked by an asterisk, all items are action items upon which the Senate may 
take action. ASUN supports providing equal access to all programs for people with disabilities. 
Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate physically handicapped persons 
desiring to attend the meeting. Please call the Speaker of the ASUN at (775) 784-6589 in 
advance so that arrangements may be conveniently made. 
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[DISCUSSION DRAFT] 
 

86th SESSION 

2018-2019 

 

 

S. Res. 86- 
 

A Resolution in Support of Option B Predictable Pricing Program Proposed by NSHE 
Guaranteed Tuition Working Group 

 
_______________________________ 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS 

 
_______________________________ 

 
JANUARY 17, 2019 

 
SUBMITTED BY SENATOR COLLINS  

 
_______________________________ 

 

 
A Resolution in Support of Option B Predictable Pricing Program 

Proposed by NSHE Guaranteed Tuition Working Group 
 

Whereas, in June 2018, the NSHE chancellor established a tuition guarantee working group with 1 

members appointed by the President of each teaching institution composed of one business officer 2 

and one student affairs representative from each institution. 3 

Whereas, the working group’s goal was to establish a policy for a Nevada tuition guarantee 4 

program and create other policy options to provide pricing predictability and support affordability 5 

for students and families. 6 

Whereas, option A, known as the Tuition Guarantee Program, would have front-loaded costs. 7 

For example, the guaranteed cost for the entering 2019-20 cohort is the average of fees for 2019-20, 8 

2020-21, 2021-22, and 2022-23. The working group assumed 4 percent increase to the base 9 

registration fee for 2021-22, 2022-23, and 2023-24. 10 
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Whereas, option B, known as the Predictable Pricing Program, establishes a predictable pricing 1 

protocol whereby registration fees and non-resident tuition for undergraduate and graduate students 2 

will automatically increase every year based on the Higher Education Price Index (HEPI).  3 

Whereas, option B would make increases in tuition and fees predictable and managed so that the 4 

quality of education is not compromised to the extent this is feasible.  Once approved by the Board 5 

for specific years, the registration fees and nonresident tuition rate shall not be changed for or during 6 

the specific years except in emergency situations or extreme circumstances. 7 

Whereas, the Board of Regents, Presidents, and student government leaders will be notified 8 

each year by the Chancellor of the HEPI rate and the corresponding tuition and fee rates such that at 9 

any given point in time four years of rates will be established. 10 

Whereas, option B’s HEPI would have a six percent cap on tuition and fee increases. 11 

Whereas, option B is equitable to all students as it applies to all students regardless of when they 12 

enroll, what program they enroll in or when they graduate, supports affordability as historically the 13 

HEPI adjustment has been generally lower than Board approved tuition and fee increases, and is 14 

easier to communicate to all students including prospective and part-time students.  15 

Be it resolved that, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada support option B of the 16 

NSHE Tuition Guarantee Program proposal.  17 

Be it further resolved that, a copy of this resolution be sent to President Marc Johnson, Vice 18 

President of Student Services Shannon Ellis, NSHE Board of Regents, NSHE Chancellor Dr. 19 

Thom Reilly, NSHE Chief of Staff Michael Flores, and the chair of the Nevada Student Allianace. 20 

○ 
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[DISCUSSION DRAFT] 
 

86th SESSION 

2018-2019 

 

 

S. RES. 86-  
 

A RESOLUTION TO CREATE A GLOBAL ENGINEERING PROGRAM  
 

_______________________________ 

 
IN THE SENATE OF THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS 

 
_______________________________ 

 
JANUARY 18, 2019  

 
SUBMITTED BY SENATOR HUGHES, SENATOR SEWELL AND SENATOR WILCOX TO THE 

COMMITTEE ON ACADEMICS   
 

_______________________________ 
 

A Resolution 
 

To Create a Global Engineering Program 

Whereas, the College of Engineering at the University of Nevada, Reno states, “We strive to 1 

offer an education that allows our graduates to collaborate and compete in a global environment”1;  2 

Whereas, the College of Engineering also states that it provides global experience and high-3 

quality outreach opportunities to students;  4 

Whereas, with the inflexible nature of four-year and five-year engineering degrees, it is nearly 5 

impossible for students to study abroad during the academic year;  6 

                                                 
1 https://www.unr.edu/engineering/about 
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Whereas, during the summer break, students often pursue internship opportunities or jobs in 1 

order to gain practical experience;  2 

Whereas, internships should not be compromised for the sake of traveling abroad during the 3 

summer; 4 

Whereas, in a 2014 national survey of employers conducted by the National Association of 5 

College and Employers (NACE), nearly three-quarters (74%) of employers said they prefer to hire 6 

candidates with relevant work experience2; 7 

Whereas, there is an incredible value in studying abroad, so these opportunities should be readily 8 

available to students;  9 

Whereas, according to the College of Engineering, today’s engineers are often called on to solve 10 

problems with global impact. It is also stated that studying abroad is a life changing experience that 11 

will allow students to develop independence, teamwork, leadership and adaptability3;  12 

Whereas, according to the National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE 2018), there 13 

are eight key competencies that most employers want to see in candidates. These competencies 14 

include: critical thinking/problem solving, oral/written communications, teamwork/collaboration, 15 

digital technology, leadership, professionalism/work ethic, career management, and 16 

global/intercultural fluency;  17 

Whereas, study abroad opportunities during a condensed time frame would allow students the 18 

opportunity to get ahead in their course work, gain international experience and further their 19 

engineering knowledge. They will be more well-rounded students and candidates as they enter the 20 

work force, and fulfill the global/intercultural fluency competency of the NACE;  21 

Whereas, the College of Business currently has a program designated towards providing these 22 

opportunities to business students;  23 

                                                 
2 https://engineering.sjsu.edu/news-and-events/news/do-internships-really-matter-engineering 
3 https://www.unr.edu/engineering/academics/international-exchanges 
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Whereas, Dean Mosier, the founder of the program, stated "In many instances it is possible to 1 

observe the maturation the students' experience. They are thrust into different cultures with different 2 

perspectives, and in some cases with a different language. Their problem-solving skills do not 3 

necessarily translate to those new environments. They have to begin to account for some entirely 4 

different expectations, and that expands their ability to think critically”4; 5 

Whereas, this program allows students to complete online instruction for a varying amount of 6 

time prior to the trip and then visit the location of instruction for a week;  7 

Whereas, Professor Kelly Doyle-Keselica with the College of Engineering has been very involved 8 

in researching this program and concluding the logistics of implementing a similar program;   9 

Whereas, Jim McClenahan, the current Director of Corporate Relations and Outreach for the 10 

College of Business, has been willing to assist in the creation of a Global Engineering Program;  11 

Whereas, qualitative outreach to engineering students has shown that many students would be 12 

interested in such a program and feel disadvantaged due to the lack of study abroad opportunities 13 

that are currently available.  14 

Whereas, Engineering 241 is a Statics class that contains a wide variety of different engineering 15 

majors, generally in their second year of study. In this class, Professor Vollstedt sent out a poll 16 

through an online medium stating, “Would you be interested in taking a week-long global 17 

engineering travel class? You would earn up to three engineering credits.” Of the 83 responses, 87% 18 

submitted “yes”, that they would be interested in such program; 19 

Be it resolved, that the Associated Students of the University of Nevada, Reno support and 20 

advocate for the pursuit of a Global Engineering Program offered through the College of 21 

Engineering that would function in a similar fashion to the Global Business program on campus.  22 

Be it further resolved, that this resolution be sent to Dean Manos Maragakis, Professor Kelly 23 

Doyle-Keselica, Professor Ann-Marie Vollstedt, the Engineering Advisory Board, Chair Ahmad Itani, 24 

Chair Miles Greiner, Chair M. Sami Fadali, Chair Jeffrey LaCombe, and Chair Eelke Folmer. 25 

                                                 
4 https://www.unr.edu/business/venture/2017/global 
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○ 

 


