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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Speaker Martinez called the Senate meeting to order at 5:38 pm in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd 
Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy and Legislative Clerk Brooke 
Hansen.  
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
Speaker Martinez and Senators Ahmed, Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Clemons, Collins, Collins, Dobbs, 
Feil, Grant, Green, Hughes, Lemus, McKinney, Rogaczewski, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, and Yeghiayan were 
present.  
 
Senator Hudson was absent excused.  
 
A quorum was present.  
 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
a. The minutes from January 23rd, 2019 

The minutes were unavailable at this time.   
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Kimberly Thomas, Dean of Students. She thanked the body for having her. Her office gets busy down on 
the south side and doesn’t get to come to the north side often. She said that students come to her office 
because of what ASUN does. ASUN refers them to her space. The Dean of Students office has an 
administrative assistant, 2 student workers, and 2 Assistant Deans that share an office with her Department. 
When her schedule is too full, she refers students to the Assistant Deans so that their issues are taken care 
of immediately. She wanted to give them information about herself; she was very approachable and knowing 
more about her will make her even more approachable. She grew up in Montgomery, Alabama so her 
perspective about things is a little different than those who grew up on the west coast. She did her undergrad 
and went to law school at the University of Alabama. She is a lawyer by trade but was not practicing at the 
moment. She has two children. Her son is 22 and went to school at UNR and graduated in 2018 and is in 
grad school in Oregon State. Her daughter is an undergrad at Georgetown. She likes to write but hasn’t 
done it as much this past year since the transition to this new job has been crazy. She considers herself an 
educator; she views herself as part of the educational process. It takes a village taking care of students and 
she considers herself part of that village. Her office primarily focuses on student development and retention, 
student success, and self-advocacy. Students often ask if they can just text her or email her their issue. She 
always tells them no and asks them to see her in person. A lot of that is because she needs to see what they 
look like and see what is so serious they can’t say it out loud. She needs to know if a student needs to shower, 
needs food, need, a place to live, do they care pets or emotional support animals. What is going on in their 
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lives that brings students to her asking for help? Students usually have multiple issues by the time they decide 
to ask for help. It was puzzling to her sometimes. She knew the body was probably very engaged and had 
no issues raising trouble with anybody. But most of their peers don’t have that confidence; that is why she 
likes to see them. They want to embrace students embrace the environment of the community and for 
getting help. She has learned that most students have opinions and they want everyone to agree with them. 
They want students to embrace the community and the members of the community, which can be difficult. 
So what does she do? She runs around all day. She isn’t an expert in many things but was good at a lot of 
stuff. She helps students whether they are sick, panicking, or short on cash for whatever reason. She also 
listens and encourages students without judgment. Her space isn’t about judgment, but it is about 
accountability. While she won’t judge, students need to think about the decisions they made and what they 
could have done or need to do. As the body knows, funds provided to her office by ASUN is a onetime 
stop. You get help once. Part of her role is to coach students to find ways to provide themselves and better 
their circumstances so they don’t find themselves in this situation again. She also promotes wellness to 
students, whether it’s through the Counseling Center, the Fitness Center, engagement through clubs and 
orgs, or whatever. There are a lot of ways to connect students to the campus and to celebrate their 
accomplishments. One of her favorite things now was calling names at Commencement. It was challenging 
learning to pronounce everyone’s names correctly but standing on the stage and watching students that 
almost didn’t make it graduate because they didn’t have money for books one semester or needed money 
for tires for their car so they could go to work or get to the campus was cool. It took everything she had to 
not scream for students that she knew needed a little help. She enjoys that part. Her office has emergency 
funding, tuition funding, and book funds. In August, ASUN deposited about $7800 and they had some 
funds left over from last year, making them start the emergency funds off with $11,000. As of now, she had 
about $4500 for the rest of the year. That is another reason they bring students in. She works with other 
departments, such as Financial Aid, to help students find work and offset costs. Especially for those students 
that are a little short $100 or so every month. This way, the student can find a job on campus to make up 
that difference since emergency funding is only a onetime deal. They help students with utilities, help DACA 
students pay rental fees and pay bus fares. She had a student last spring who was left stranded on campus 
because the person who was supposed to give him a ride home got upset about a final not going as planned 
and just took off. Emergency funds helped that student get home. There was another student that had a 
death in the family and no way to get home for the funeral. They bought art supplies for a student that 
needed them but the supplies weren’t sold in the Wolf Shop. The new thing for her this year is textbook 
subscriptions. Some textbooks can’t be purchased through the Wolf Shop. When students come in needing 
subscriptions, they had to do purchase it by themselves. She wrestled with that because do you count that 
as emergency or textbook funds. That might be something ASUN talks about moving forward. The tuition 
fund was a different matrix. Students hear she has tuition money and they come running thinking it was a 
scholarship, but it wasn’t. She spends a lot of time talking with students about loans and scholarships and 
other resources with Financial Aid before giving them emergency funding. Students have to exhaust all other 
options before being eligible for this money. Sometimes she has to have a hard discussion with students 
where they say they don’t want loans and she has to tell them that most of their peers don’t either. She 
doesn’t want to pay the loan she pays every month for her daughter. Loans are a burden for achieving higher 
education but you have to take those steps before funds can be made available to students. There was a lot 
of discussion and considerations happening before students received funding. This year, she had a lot of 
underclassmen like second and third year students needing assistance. It was rather shocking for her since 
she expected a lot of juniors and seniors coming in. It was a little hard working with those students about a 
long term plan. It was an even harder discussion when a student had the funding but lost it because they 
didn’t make satisfactory progress. They had issues with families being audited by the IRS and tax forms can’t 
be submitted to Financial Aid. They had families withdraw support from a student for coming out as gay or 
trans. Sometimes, students/families change their legal names, which changes tax documents, which gets 
them audited, which gets them back to the first case of families that can’t produce tax documents in a timely 
manner. She had a student come in that was divorced and because of the type of divorce, the student was 
couch hopping while trying to make ends meet with children. That student just needed $800 to finish paying 
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tuition for fall. That was one of the moments she was happy to give the student funds to graduate that 
semester. The book funds works differently since ASUN owns the Wolf Shop. She explains to students that 
they have to return the books they are given to borrow and if any books are lost, damaged, or not returned, 
students have to pay it back. That is very clear from the beginning. They talk about the differences between 
the textbook subscriptions and borrowing books. As of January 30th of 2019, $3,998.98 had been borrowed 
in the value of books in the fall semester. Breaking down the numbers: 11 students received tuition assistance 
in Fall 2018, 19 students received emergency funding in Fall 2018, and 14 students received book funding 
in Fall 2018. The rest of it breaks down at economic status and looks back at the last four years. It doesn’t 
include this academic year but does include 2017. If they wanted the information, she can share it. They do 
break data down by race and ethnicity but not by sexual orientation. They probably could but she didn’t 
want to identify someone. She didn’t know who might have referred a student for help. Freshmen and 
sophomores had the highest numbers of help when she expected to see more juniors and seniors. She also 
helps students connect with resources in the Title IX office and refers them to the right offices. She asked 
students follow them on social media and the share information. She asked if there were any questions. 
 
There were no questions at this time.  
 
Speaker Martinez thanked Dean Thomas for the information and encouraged the body to reach out to her 
if they had questions later. He asked the body give her one  more one round of applause. 
 
Maria Doucettperry, Director of Title IX and ADA Coordinator. Director Doucettperry said she didn’t have 
slides but wanted to sit down and have a conversation. She was invited tonight to give the body information 
and take questions. She will talk about the things they have done in the last year since that is how long she 
had been in the position. Upon coming in, she looked at the structure of the office and tried to improve 
their weaker areas and strengthen what they knew worked. It was a long process of changing how they do 
intake and making staffing changes. She went to the President’s Office to increase their staffing to match 
the size of the campus. From that, the office got new positions that would help with the intake process and 
got new investigators to help with the case load of the office. She also tried to rejuvenate the training and 
education because that was missing and that is why they were seeing so many cases. People didn’t know 
what the rules were and what to do or where to go in certain situations. They have tried to do away with the 
online trainings from previous years because she didn’t think they were effective. They started teaching out 
to organizations and fraternities, and athletics and doing trainings in person as well as figuring out what 
issues they are seeing in each of those areas because they are all unique to those areas. What you see in the 
res halls is not the same as what is in the fraternities. This way they can customize trainings and make them 
more relevant. That has been quite successful and have been quite busy doing 2-3 trainings sometimes more 
every weekend for the past few weeks. They do early morning, evening, and afternoon trainings. In doing 
that, they improved the environment and campus vibe. They wanted to make sure that everyone feels 
included and like they matter. Every member of the pack should be treated with dignity and respect. She 
asked if there were any questions.   
 
The body moved to questions at this time.  
 
Senator Hughes asked Director Doucettperry to give an overview of the changes that will be happening in 
the Title IX office that have been in the news. 
 
Director Doucettperry said there were proposed changes that were coming out recently. Title IX was 
initiated in 1972 through a federal law that said you cannot discriminate on the basis of sex or gender in 
federally funded educational facilities. That was all it said so it originally started off as a generic, equity kind 
of law. They saw a lot of athletics and that sort of thing. Over the years, they saw the Courts started doing 
a lot of things with the law and applied it to anything that can impact a student, including sexual 
assault/harassment and stalking. It got a little jumbled and there were never any laws on the issue, though 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes  
Wednesday, January 30th, 2019 
Page 4 

 
guidance was given to schools. People began structuring programs based on the guidance, but there was 
never any proper rule making procedures. When the new administration took over, they came in and shut 
down a lot of the guidance, leaving a lot of confusion for what should and shouldn’t be done. What 
happened is they proposed some rules to clarify things like what is sexual harassment. That definition would 
be used for all the schools so that everyone would be on the same page. They also clarified when a school 
is responsible, what they must do, and what it looked like. She thought they were great changes in that they 
put everyone on the same page and clarify what the rules are. Some of the rules that were proposed took 
away a lot of protection. Before, they were doing anything that impacted a student in any university program. 
If a student was impacted in any way through a university program, they went to her office. The proposed 
rules draw some lines. The big concerns include things like no longer covering studying abroad, including 
faculty grant programs. Say you were in Basque studies here and the Basque studies teacher takes the whole 
class to Basque country for in the field work and something happened, like a processor assaulting a student, 
that wouldn’t be included in Title IX anymore. That is something they get a lot of comments on. Also, other 
jurisdictional issues arise with certain activities no longer being linked to the University. Before, a student 
event happening in an apartment complex was covered by Title IX in some way, this limits some of that 
jurisdiction. There is also a requirement for live hearings at all higher education institutions every time there 
is a case under sexual assault/harassment with the opportunity for cross examination. They have probably 
heard a lot about that. Those are all issues they have been dealing with. Her office has met with the Title IX 
coalition on the campus and invited student leaders and other campus leaders to gather feedback and 
comments that were submitted to the Department of Education. She had one comment, this has been the 
easiest presentation ever. If they had questions, don’t hesitate to ask.  
 
Senator Amaya asked if how cases are reported can be explained.  
 
Director Doucettperry said the majority of cases are reported by students walking in, followed by online. 
You can file online anonymously. That was the majority of how they receive cases was probably about half-
half online/walk-ins.  
 
There were no further questions at this time.  
 
There was no further public comment at this time.  

 
6. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND REFERRAL 

a. Nominations, Open Senate Seat for the College of Liberal Arts 
Speaker Martinez read the nominations memo into the record:  

“To the Senate of the Associated Students:  
 
The following students have successfully applied for the College of Liberal Arts Senate Seat: 

1. Nomination of Lydia Albrecht to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal Arts 

2. Nomination of Patricia De La Hoya to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal 
Arts 

3. Nomination of Nicole Flangas to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal Arts 

4. Nomination of Annaleise Gabica to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal 
Arts 

5. Nomination of Orrin Page to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal Arts 

6. Nomination of Steven Parry to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal Arts 

7. Nomination of Menachem Roberts to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal 
Arts 

8. Nomination of Isabel Westerman to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal 
Arts  
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Respectfully,  
Anthony Martinez” 

 
7. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS 

a. President of the Associated Students, Hannah Jackson  
b. Vice President of the Associated Students, Carissa Bradley 
c. Chief Justice, Kate Groesbeck 
d. Chief of Staff, Matthew Dutcher  
e. Director of Clubs and Organizations, Luke Bittar 
f. Director of Event Programming, Austin Lensch 
g. Director of Legislative Affairs, Katie Worrall 
h. Director of Diversity and Inclusion, Arezo Amerzada 
i. Director of Sustainability, Sierra Jickling 
j. Director of Campus and Public Relations, Mapuana Andrade 
k. Director of Campus Wellness, Brennan Jordan 
l. Attorney General, Omar Moore 
m. Speaker of the Senate, Anthony Martinez 

 
Reports of ASUN Officers were not done at this time due to the Special Election of the College of Liberal 
Arts seats.  
 

8. REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEES 
a. Chair, Committee on Academics- Senator Collins 

Senator Collins said the committee had a discussion about the Curriculum Core Board and the 
Silver Core Board. They got some good feedback from the presentations. There will be no meeting 
this week but next week’s meeting will have legislation on the agenda.  
 

Senators Aziz and Ahmed left the room at 7:36 pm. 
 

b. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance- Senator Grant 
Senator Grant said there is a meeting at 10 am this Friday in the Conference Room. They will start 
conducting financial reviews.  
 

c. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement- Senator Feil 
Senator Lemus left the room at 7:36 pm.  

 
Senator Feil said at the last meeting, the committee discussed the possible parking fee increase that 
might be coming up soon and some initiatives for civic engagement opportunities. The next 
committee meeting is to be determined.  
 
Senator Hughes asked about the parking fee increase.  
 
Senator Feil said the committee discussed a possible parking fee increase.  
 

d. Chair, Committee on Government Operations- Senator McKinney 
Senator McKinney said the committee will be meeting this Friday at 1:00 pm.  
 

e. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs- Senator Alvarez 
Senator Alvarez had no report at this time.  
 

f. Chair, Committee on University Affairs – Zachary Green 
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Senator Green said the committee will meet Friday at 12:00 pm in the President’s Conference 
Room.  
 

g. Speaker Pro-Tempore- Senator Hughes 
Senator Hughes said it was exciting that three of her interns just showed what great candidates they 
would be. She was excited about that. other than that, she had no report.  
 

h. Chair, Committee on Oversight- Speaker Martinez 
Speaker Martinez said he will be inviting Dough Knuth to speak about a possible new athletics fee. 
He will let the body know when that happens. Oversight just had parking come in and talk about a 
possible bus/shuttle fee. Dr. Beattie sent out the PowerPoint from that presentation and committee 
chairs should be bringing that discussion to the committee meetings.  
 

Senator Wilcox entered the room at 7:38 pm. 
  

9. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were no comments or announcements at this time.  

  
10. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK APPOINTMENTS 

a. Nomination of Lydia Albrecht to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal Arts 
b. Nomination of Patricia De La Hoya to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal Arts 
c. Nomination of Nicole Flangas to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal Arts 
d. Nomination of Annaleise Gabica to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal Arts 
e. Nomination of Orrin Page to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal Arts 
f. Nomination of Steven Parry to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal Arts 
g. Nomination of Menachem Roberts to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal Arts 
h. Nomination of Isabel Westerman to the office of Senator for the College of Liberal Arts 

 
Senator Burton  moved to fast-track agenda items 10a-h by unanimous consent.  
There was not dissent; motion carried.  
 

11. APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS OF SENATORS AND ASUN OFFICIALS 
The following nominations were submitted to the Speaker of the Senate on January 23rd, 2019: 
Speaker Martinez said: Senators tonight we are selecting the two individuals that are most qualified for the 
position and that tonight we are judging what they have brought to the table tonight. Please abstain if you 
any bias/conflict of interstate’s with a candidate. If possible, please ask consist questions so we do not have 
to bring nominees back into the room. In addition, please look to the SAS when addressing nominees and 
remember to be kind and courteous to each candidate. We will now move into agenda item 11, a special 
election. Each nominee for the TWO open Senate Seats for the College of Liberal Arts will be allowed three 
minutes to make a presentation before the Senate. Legislative Clerk Hansen will be keeping time and will 
give the nominees a one minute warning. At the conclusion of each presentation, each Senator may pose 
questions to the nominee for a maximum time of five minutes. While it is the customary practice that 
nominees this senate position are not present in the Ballroom during the consideration of the other 
nominees and during the vote, pursuant to the Nevada Open Meeting Law and the parliamentary authority, 
the Senate may not require the nominees to leave the Ballroom during the consideration of the nominees 
and presentation. The order we will follow is the one listed on the agenda. When entering the room please 
get your items set up if you have a presentation or flyers to hand out, but time will start whenever you are 
ready. When all nominees are done presenting, the voting for that two open seats will commence by roll call 
vote with follow up vote to confirm. This will be done twice since we have two seats. Before commencing 
with the first nominee presentation, are there any questions? 
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There were no questions from the nominees at this time.  
 
Speaker Martinez said: Seeing no questions, nominees, we recommend you leave the Ballroom at this time 
except for Lydia Albrecht. However, you are all entitled to stay according to Nevada Revised Statues. 
Senators I also ask that you close your laptops at this time and for the remainder of this election to ensure 
we are not texting one another or possible nominees during this special election. 
 
The body moved into special election.   
 

a. NOMINATION OF LYDIA ALBRECHT TO THE OFFICE OF SENATOR FOR THE 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
Ms. Albrecht said: Hello, my name is Lydia Albrecht. I am studying political science and 
international affairs. I am a sophomore. I am a nanny and volunteer for the Nevada Humane 
Society and I am an intern for Senate. Through my internship, I learned the effect that the student 
government can have on our community and I think it is really important. I will tell you my goals. 
My first goal is to work with 365 Learning to create online classes instead of hybrid classes. 
Currently, we have hybrid classes meaning you do a lot of the schooling online but have to take 
the proctored final and midterm exams in person. This can affect a lot of students that are out of 
state or even in state from Vegas if they have to come back to take an online midterm or final is a 
big inconvenience. It also affects active military and just large portion of our students. That is why 
I think it is important to provide online classes. The popularity of online classes is increasing, 
comparing our campus to UNLV. 47% of students took at least one online class in 2016. It would 
be really important to work with them to provide students with as much access to education as we 
can. My second goal is to create an outreach program with ASUN and Washoe County School 
District. There is 16 high schools in our school district and can affect hundreds of students. It 
would be really important to get ASUN into the high schools to let students know what college is 
like, what UNR is like, what ASUN is like and what we do to show them that this is important and 
they can have a future doing. My last goal within the College of Liberal Arts is to expand 
advertisements of internships and job opportunities within the college. It can be really difficult to 
find something to do with a political science degree. It was interesting where you can go with a 
degree from the College of Liberal Arts. For my closing, I would like to thank you for this 
opportunity to speak in front of you and am excited for whatever you guys decide.  
 
Senator Burton said it was awesome that Ms. Albrecht had goals and a direction. He asked Ms. 
Albrecht if she was confident that she would be able to accomplish all three goals with the short 
amount of time in the session or if she would focus on just one. 
 
Ms. Albrecht said that for the 365 learning goal, she already had legislation written from her 
internship. She wanted to bring that to the table.  
 
Senator Sewell asked Ms. Albrecht why she chose the two committees that she did and what she 
would bring to them.  
 
Ms. Albrecht said she chose Academics for the 365 Learning legislation and Civic Engagement so 
she could work with Washoe County School District. She was from Reno and loved the local 
community and any type of engagement. She chose Government Operations because she was 
interested in the SAS. 
 
Senator Sewell asked Ms. Albrecht if she had been to any committee meetings.  
 
Ms. Albrecht said yes.   
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Senator Rogers asked Ms. Albrecht how she planned to work with the school district.  
 
Ms. Albrecht said she would start by reaching out to the head of Washoe County and to each high 
school about ASUN presenting in their government classes. Every senior takes one. They can also 
go to the school’s College Week since each high school has one as well as speaking at their school 
assemblies.  
 
Senator Amaya asked Ms. Albrecht if she had reached out to any current Liberal Arts Senators.  
 
Ms. Albrecht said yes.   
 
Senator Feil asked Ms. Albrecht what made her stand out.  
 
Ms. Albrecht said that when she came into the internship, she didn’t pick Senate; she picked the 
others because she wanted to see what they would offer. But even though she didn’t want to be in 
the Senate internship, she took the opportunity and loved it. She didn’t expect to like it but ended 
up loving this internship. She hadn’t missed any meetings except the one that was on her birthday. 
She also liked working with the Senators.  
 
The body moved to next nominee at this time.  
 

b. NOMINATION OF PATRICIA DE LA HOYA TO THE OFFICE OF SENATOR FOR 
THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
Ms. De La Hoya said: Hello everyone! My name is Patricia De La Hoya. I am a second year Political 
Science and Philosophy major. I would love to the opportunity to be apart of the ASUN Senate 
and  I’m here to convince you all that I am the best person to fill the vacant senate position for 
the College of Liberal Arts. So let me start by further introducing myself. You know how when 
you go on a first date, and he asks you what you like to do for fun? Most people would say things 
along the lines of sports, TV, movies, working out, and maybe even video games. Well the first 
thing that comes to my mind is my passion for social justice and civic engagement. I could ramble 
on for hours about the importance of each and every major social issue. From racism to sexism to 
sexual violence to environmental injustice to poverty to the mistreatment of animals. And I will 
ramble on this date and spew out facts my opinions and my date will look at me blankly like who 
the heck am I on a date with. And maybe this is why I am still single, but that’s beside the point. 
The point is I am a person who cares about other beings in each and every way possible, and I see 
these issues that people are faced with on our very campus and I’d like to combat these issues on 
a worldly, national, and collegiate setting. There are many problems in the world.  We see them on 
a larger scale, but we don’t have to look farther than our own college campus.  These oppressions 
are systematically instilled into our society are the root for problematic engagement and suffering. 
It troubles me when I hear people from this very campus say things along the lines of “we need to 
build the wall bro, these Mexicans are criminals” or even when I hear people use the “N” word to 
describe a few black boys playing basketball in the fitness center. We see racism as a worldly issue, 
but it's right in front of us. No one deserves to feel unwelcome on this campus. I want to be a part 
of The Senate to create a greater environment for people of all color, race, gender, sexuality, and 
class. Another issue is sexual violence. I think there is a huge difference in the way people react to 
hearing the word sexual assault and rape. And let me tell you that both happen quite often to 
people of this campus. Sexual Assault is a serious issue not only on our campus, but in the United 
States as a whole. As a sexual assault survivor myself, there are many ways to acknowledge this 
issue in respect to victims and combat it appropriately.  After reviewing the Title IX provisions, I 
know there needs to be a stronger push for support for survivors. Making victims go through the 
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process of a live hearing is absurd. PSTD is something common to victims, and to make them 
relive the details of their assault is not progressive for their mental health. This is often why victims 
do not go the legal route. To force a victim into this situation is letting victims down in their sense 
of security. The whole issue with the new jurisdiction policy create a slippery situation for victims. 
There should be no limitation on where the assault occurred. Any victim, female, male, and our 
non-binary friends, should feel comfortable and safe to go to their university for help. A bystander 
training should be made required at orientation. Prevention, accountability, and protection is key. 
Ultimately, my goal with this position is to connect the dots of all the injustice… 
 
Speaker Martinez said that was time.  
 
The body moved into questions and answers at this time.  
 
Senator McKinney said Ms. De La Hoya had great goals and great thoughts. But he thought her 
goals were very big. He asked Ms. De La Hoya how she would tackle them.  
 
Ms. De La Hoya said she was a firm believer in small-scale changes starting at the University level. 
She will start there and then those changes will have a domino effect. For sexual assault, she wanted 
to push the new changes to let their representatives know they are not okay with them. Using 
student voice little by little is how she would accomplish the goals. 
 
Senator Clemons asked Ms. De La Hoya if she could elaborate on her goals.  
 
Ms. De La Hoya said she didn’t get to list all of her goals. Her goals are putting more pressure for 
sexual assault. I also want to do a plastic ban. Implementing a plastic ban for the environment 
would be good because our environment is in a rapid decline. More small scale efforts to reduce 
our environmental impact is something the University can do. Finally, bring more efforts about 
discrimination. Those were her top three. 
 
Senator Clemons asked Ms. De La Hoya what she would do specifically to accomplish those goals.  
 
Ms. De La Hoya said for her sexual assault goal, she would talk to the Director of the Title IX 
Office and meet with as many organizations on campus to gather feedback on thoughts on it.  
Honestly, she didn’t have all the answers off the top of her head since they are worldly issues but 
she did think that she had the power to make change.  
 
Senator Burton said that time was winding down in  the session. He asked Ms. De La Hoya what 
one goal she would focus on or she thought she had enough time to tackle them all.  
 
Ms. De La Hoya said it takes time to tackle all her goals. But, she did think she could accomplish 
creating a plastic ban in the Wolf Shop during this session. The sexual assault goal was very large 
but she wanted to start the conversation with the Title IX Office.  
 
Senator Feil asked Ms. De La Hoya what made her stand out from other candidates.  
 
Ms. De La Hoya said her passion. Action is pushed by passion and she can promise that she cared 
about every social issue. It was complicated to juggle all her passions but her work ethic, passion, 
and creativity made her stand out. 
 
Senator Hughes asked Ms. De La Hoya if she talked to any of the current Liberal Arts Senators.  
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Ms. De La Hoya said she talked to Senator Yeghiayan. Online, I posted about some research that 
the University funds that includes researching on dogs. Senator Yeghiayan reached out to her about 
it and they sat down to talk a couple of times. It was through those conversations she realized her 
voice can be used to make change.  
 
Senator Sewell asked Ms. De La Hoya if she knew which committees she wanted to sit on.  
 
Ms. De La Hoya said she didn’t know off the top of her head and was open to joining any of them.   
 
The body moved to the next nominee at this time.   
 

c. NOMINATION OF NICOLE FLANGAS TO THE OFFICE OF SENATOR FOR THE 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
Ms. Flangas said: Hello Senators. My name is Nicole Flangas. A little bit about me, I was a Senator 
for the College of Liberal Arts over the entire duration of the 85thSession, serving as the chair for 
Civic Engagement, and sitting on Government Operations, Budget and Finance, and Oversight 
committees. For my committee, some of the initiatives that we achieved were integrating the Tiny 
Beta Science Fair into ASUN, creating an environment for ASUN sponsored civic engagement 
opportunities, and reallocating the hour requirement, looking to include civic engagement as part 
the responsibility of all of our ASUN officials, but especially the Senate. And basically, I loved my 
time in the 85thSession. I loved being a voice at our biweekly meetings with our dean. I loved the 
accountability of the Legislative branch. And I loved my Wednesday’s and Friday’s and every event 
in between because it meant I had the opportunity to serve. However, even with having put my 
entire self into this experience, I learned, after the close of my term, that there were things that I 
missed. Thus my mistakes have become my goals. The first mistake made was one that continues 
to persist because there is no infrastructure to resolve the problem. In the College of Liberal Arts, 
we have a College Student Advisory Board. However, after talking to Dean Moddelmog this past 
week, I can say that it often operates without the consistent and well-structured support of its 
senators. Both the Senators and this student advisory board have similar goals for the betterment 
of the college, for creating an internship expo for our liberal arts majors, and for creating and 
programming events which can enrich the experience for our COLA students all over campus, so 
these two entities need the infrastructure to act collectively and effectively. So my first goal is about 
rebuilding and strengthening that relationship, creating strict responsibilities and commitments for 
ASUN representatives moving forward as it has failed to operate as it should for multiple sessions 
now, mine included. These ideas would be written into the Nevada Box and, idealistically, the 
Senate Rules, and with the help of the Speaker, hopefully become a staple of Senate training, to 
ensure that each Senator, not just my liberal arts queens, are fulfilling the student advisory board 
requirement as dictated per the SAS (page 20). My second goal is rooted in my background as a 
transfer student. For those of you who aren’t well versed in transfer student statistics, on average, 
the first semester after transferring is in fact the hardest for transfer students, and they can 
underperform in comparison to the rest of their undergrad. However, the graduation rates for 
transfer students are generally very high, higher than the total student population. And yet, we as 
an institution put no emphasis on transfer students. In fact, we have no merit-based aid and 
extremely limited need-based aid for transfer students, and currently operate with no transfer 
student center to address the questions with credits, financial aid and the general transition. So, I 
think this is an opportunity for ASUN to lead the rest of the campus, creating a scholarship for 
transfer students, and creating legislation which pressures for the creation of scholarships and 
institutional support of our transfer student population. We are a body that can give a voice to our 
students, thus, it is our responsibility especially for a group of students that is often not represented 
at this table, to be their voice. With these ideas in mind, I like to believe my goals are timely and 
achievable. So, thank you for your time, and for the opportunity to possibly serve once more. 
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The body moved to questions and answers at this time.  
 
Senator Burton asked Ms. Flangas if she thought she had enough time to accomplish all her goals 
given the short amount of time left in the session or if she will focus on just one of them.  
 
Ms. Flangas said it was achievable to write legislation about creating a scholarship for transfer 
students. She watched it happen at the final meeting in the session before hers. She also thought 
that creating legislation about how senators should interact with student advisory boards is a 
process because she didn’t know how to fix it, and especially not for all colleges. It would take 
getting feedback from all the boards and all the senators to see what kind of commitment advisory 
boards need form ASUN and writing that into the rules and basing it on points to include 
accountability. She didn’t realize what she needed to do as a senator until she was yelled at by the 
lady who ran the meetings for her college. She learned that afterwards but building it into trainings 
can make it a systemic support.  
 
Senator Amaya appreciated how Ms. Flangas had a meeting with her dean. She asked Ms. Flangas 
if she had talked to the current Senators for Liberal Arts.  
 
Ms. Flangas said she talked to Senator McKinney and former Senator Mata but not everyone. Even 
though she didn’t sit down with all the Liberal Arts Senators, she created her goals while she was 
in a different country and then consolidated them with the goals of the Senators she did sit down 
with.  
 
Senator Feil asked Ms. Flangas what made her stand out from the other candidates.  
 
Ms. Flangas said if she was vouching for herself, then she would say can achieve all her goals. She 
was passionate and knew where to start and who to talk for the initiatives. She knew the procedures 
to get it all finished and will fulfil the goals. But she was only speaking for herself and thought the 
other candidates can do that as well. The fact that she is a transfer student is exciting. It’s easy to 
forget about the groups that you are not a part off. She bring the perspective of transfer students 
and if she isn’t appointed, she hoped someone from the body will pick up her goals.  
 
Senator Feil asked Ms. Flangas which two committees she wanted to sit on.  
 
Ms. Flangas said Academics and Government Operations. At the end of the session is when you 
restructure all of ASUN and that was the most fun part. Also, Budget and Finance since you learn 
the most about an organization from where they spend their money.  
 
The body moved to the next nominee at this time.  
 

d. NOMINATION OF ANNALEISE GABICA TO THE OFFICE OF SENATOR FOR 
THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
Ms. Gabica said: Good evening Senators, my name is Annaleise Gabica and I hope to fill the vacant 
College of Liberal Arts Senate position. All of my life, I have recognized that both small and 
monumental change can only be brought about by those who care enough to do something and 
will commit themselves to affirmative action. I have always admired the strong-willed, opinionated 
figures in my life who fight for change, and I have always tried to be like them. Throughout high 
school, I grew into myself and discovered my passion for leading through three consecutive vice 
presidencies and a term as student body president. Within those four years, I discovered that my 
voice is just as important in implementing change than those I’ve admired all of my life. I also 
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discovered that my determination, creativity, perseverance, and dedication to what I think to be 
right has molded me into someone who will fight for what I believe. Right now, I believe in my 
university, and I believe that being involved in the legislative process within student government 
provides a perfect platform to bring about change. My vision for the remainder of the term that I 
would be allowed to carry out would follow two of my passions: female safety and awareness on 
campus, and students of color representation on campus. Through ASUN Senate, I would hope 
to be able to work directly with the Center and reach out to constituents regarding the problems 
they see on our campus in a way that I am not able to now. Through ASUN, I also hope that I will 
finally be in a position to not only listen to constituents, but to better the campus based off of my 
thoughts, as well as the thoughts and opinions of my constituents. If I received the position, I 
would be honored to serve on the committee of civic engagement, to promote the values and 
actions that I believe result in change. My passion for female and student of color representation 
on campus would greatly benefit from the opportunity to endorse activism and participate in 
volunteering and fundraising events related to groups and individuals who fall into these categories. 
Through the committee of public affairs, I would also be able to voice my and my constituents’ 
passions to those in the university and beyond. The mission of ASUN is stated to be maximizing 
the experience of every student of the University of Nevada, Reno; I firmly believe that if I were 
appointed to Senate, I would contribute greatly to that goal. As a senate intern, I know what is 
expected of me as a senator and the work and dedication that goes into representing my college. 
Through watching the 86th session, I have learned that passion, empathy for my constituents, 
attention to the wants and needs of constituents, and hard work are essential to carrying out my 
duty to my university and those in the College of Liberal Arts. I have watched this session tackle 
controversies and make great strides in the direction of a safer, more inclusive, and 
environmentally-friendly campus, I am ready to employ the skills that I have picked up from all of 
you so that I may be a part of the change I wish to see. To quote my favorite president, “change 
will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We are the ones we’ve been 
waiting for. We are the change that we seek”. Let me be the change, I am tired of waiting. Give 
me a platform, and I will be the change, thank you. 
 
The body moved to questions and answers at this time.  
 
Senator Yeghiayan asked Ms. Gabica to outline her goals one more time.  
 
Ms. Gabica said she was passionate about female safety awareness on campus and student 
representation. She wanted to work with ABLE Women if appointed. If she got the position, she 
would post outreach hours for only women so they had a space to talk.  
 
Senator Burton asked Ms. Gabica if she had any specifics on how to accomplish her goals bearing 
in mind the short amount of time left in the session.  
 
Ms. Gabica was aware of the short time. Like she mentioned before, she wanted to get input from 
others. What she really wanted to do, was host outreach hours for just female students or whatever 
to get those concerns. She was also thinking of visiting University classes and getting feedback 
form students for what they need or what she should voice at senate. Her job is to be a voice for 
students, women, and people of color.  
 
Senator Feil asked Ms. Gabica what made her stand out from the other candidates. 
 
Ms. Gabica said her passion. She was really passionate, loved student government, and enjoyed 
these kinds of things. She has loved watching the senate and was fortunate to receive a position as 
an intern. She knew that if she was appointed, she bring it her all and give 110%.  
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Senator Rogers asked Ms. Gabica if she had spoken to any current and/or past senators about the 
position.  
 
Ms. Gabica said not really regarding the position and added that she should have. 
 
Senator Amaya asked Ms. Gabica which two committees she would sit on if appointed.  
 
Ms. Gabica said Civic Engagement because she liked getting involved. For her second committee, 
she didn’t know which were open but would like to sit on Public Affairs. She wouldn’t mind any 
way that she can get involved and voice student concerns.  
 
The body moved to the next nominee at this time.  
 

e. NOMINATION OF ORRIN PAGE TO THE OFFICE OF SENATOR FOR THE 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
Mr. Page retracted his application.  
 

f. NOMINATION OF STEVEN PARRY TO THE OFFICE OF SENATOR FOR THE 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
Mr. Parry said: Mr. Speaker and honorable Senators, I first want to thank you for the opportunity 
to speak to you. So why am I the most qualified individual for the position of Liberal Arts Senator? 
I believe that my skills with social media, my previous political experience, my previous leadership 
positions, and my personality make me qualified for the position. As we have seen throughout 
world history, the most successful politicians are the ones who leverage technology to reach their 
constituents. FDR and Obama both leveraged their era’s respective groundbreaking technologies 
to reach their constituents in a personal ways never before achieved. And recent politicians like 
Bernie Sanders and Alexandria Ocasio Cortes have shown how powerful social media is when 
reaching the masses on critical policy issues. I am on all of the platforms and I have contributed 
to the HRC in Nevada Facebook Page quite frequently, namely posting pictures and short 
summaries of what happened, letting people who weren’t there get an idea of what happened at 
that particular event. These contributions served to remind people that the campaign is still strong 
and vibrant. This is important for the job of an elected representative like ASUN Senator as we 
have to be available to our constituents in order to properly serve the Will of the People. As some 
of you may know, I am a volunteer with the Human Rights Campaign here in Reno. I have been 
at almost every event HRC has been to and during my tenure with not only HRC, but also For 
Our Future as a canvasser, I have learned how communicate with voters. As a Senator, we need 
to not only be able to inform our constituents of what we have done and how that will impact 
them, but also be able to understand where they stand on certain issues. And I feel like my over 
300 hours of making phone calls and knocking on doors gives me the ability to accomplish this 
task. For 3 years, I have been in positions of leadership in my 4-H club. As a Junior Leader in 3 
different projects, I was in charge of rallying the troops for the project meetings and assisting the 
Adult Leaders in teaching our students. This is important because, as ASUN Senators, we are in 
the unique position of being elected officials, but also being peers. This provides us a unique 
opportunity to engage the UNR undergrad student population by leading by their side, as peers, 
not in front like every other politician in existence. As a Junior Leader, I didn’t know all of the 
answers. I learned with my classmates. As for my personality, I am best described as tenacious and 
dogged as I take on issues with a passion. I make it my job to understand the who’s, what’s, when’s, 
where’s, and why’s on an issue...  
 
Speaker Martinez said that was time.  
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Senator Wilcox asked Mr. Parry to clarify his goals.  
 
Mr. Parry said his goals for the position is to first increase outreach to constituents by sending 
bimonthly emails to let students know what is going on in Senate and what he had done in their 
names. He also wanted to do a monthly sit-down where students can come and ask their senators 
questions or raise concerns.  
 
Senator Dobbs asked Mr. Parry what committees he wanted to sit on.   
 
Mr. Parry said he really wanted to sit on Legislative Affairs to help students and Diversity 
Committee.  
 
Senator Feil asked Mr. Parry what made him stand out from other candidates.  
 
Mr. Parry said his nature. He is by nature an activist and possessed a set number of skills related. 
Part of that skillset was outreach and engaging the student body to make the positive change 
students wanted to see.  
 
The body moved to the next nominee at this time.  
 

g. NOMINATION OF MENACHEM ROBERTS TO THE OFFICE OF SENATOR FOR 
THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 

Senator Hughes left the room at 6:45 pm.  
 
Mr. Roberts said: Good evening Senators, my name is Menachem Hart Roberts but I go by Hart. 
(Menachem is a Hebrew word for comfort)I was born in Los Angeles Ca, and was raised in Las 
Vegas. I am pursuing a double major in both Philosophy and Political science. I was inspired by 
two separate events that has led me here today. My older brother Menashe Roberts currently serves 
as the senate president at UNLV. Hearing about all the great things Menashe has done at UNLV 
really inspired me to attempt to become a senator. From his various civic engagement activities or 
his meetings with the board of regents, to be honest I am a little jealous of him. The other event 
that really sparked my interest was the recent events in the Jewish community. I attended the town 
hall meeting earlier in the semester, walking out of the meeting the only thing that was going 
through my mind was, there needs to be better representation of the Jewish community in this 
governing body. So, I took the leap, applied for the open position and here I am. My goals as a 
senator are rather simple, I want to bridge the gap between A S U N and the Jewish community, 
whether it’s here on campus or in reno. Anti-Semitism is a horrible epidemic and in order to put 
an end to it we must all rise together and stand with the people who are being attacked. We must 
face this problem head on and try make a more inclusive and safer environment on campus. This 
leads me to my next goal of creating an interfaith center campus which focuses on inclusion and 
spirituality on campus. Currently our university offers little to no religious and spiritual help. Even 
UNLV offers different programs and activities regarding interfaith activities. For the longevity of 
our student life on campus, we need more attention and services relating to student's spirituality. 
Creating the interfaith center will allow this. Other universities of our size have interfaith centers 
and are active on campus. we simple do not create that for students. Our university is lacking in 
this area and I want to give students these opportunities. There many qualified candidates running 
for these seats. Why me? Why should you senators vote for someone like me? Not only do I have 
a passion for politics but my studies along with my brother’s influence has given me a deep 
understanding of the legislative process. Even though I don’t have ASUN experience, I think I 
can bring a fresh perspective to the association which is an advantage. I also can descriptively 
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represent the Jewish population on this campus. I want to be the forefront of social and political 
change for students at the University of Nevada. Finally let us not forget the great words of 
Mercedes Lackey, “Inexperience can be overcome, ignorance can be enlightened, but prejudice 
will destroy you”. 
 
The body moved to questions and answers at this time.  
 
Senator Clemons asked Mr. Roberts how he planned to bridge the gap between ASUN and the 
Jewish community.  
 
Mr. Roberts said ideally, he would like to talk to different synagogues in Reno and various Jewish 
organizations to bring Jewish students into the conversation. Many Jewish students don’t feel 
comfortable telling their problems to the body and don’t expect ASUN to know how to help.  
 
Senator Burton asked Mr. Roberts which goal he would try to accomplish first if he had to choose 
only one.  
 
Mr. Roberts said he would try to move the needle on an interfaith center, whether it was a room 
on campus or an actual center. All students on campus should feel spiritually safe. He wanted 
everyone to be included and that is more important than just bridging a gap between any specific 
denomination.  
 
Senator Sewell asked Mr. Roberts which two committees he would sit on.  
 
Mr. Roberts said he would sit on Budget and Finance and University Affairs. He wanted to sit on 
Budget and Finance because of the $2.5M budget. He wanted to understand how that works and 
possibly move some money related to student spirituality. For University Affairs, he wanted to talk 
to Police Services or Health Services about making the campus more inclusive.  
 
Senator McKinney asked Mr. Roberts if he talked to any current or former senators.  
 
Mr. Roberts said no.  
 
The body moved to the last nominee at this time.  
 

h. NOMINATION OF ISABEL WESTERMAN TO THE OFFICE OF SENATOR FOR 
THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 

Senator Feil left the room at 6:54 pm. 
 
Ms. Westerman said: Hi, I’m Izzy Westerman. I figured you guys would have a lot of very bland 
speakers and presentations so I decided to switch it up. I am a very sentimental person so I decided 
to make a scrapbook about myself. About me, I am a junior studying philosophy and theater. I am 
from Danville, California which is a town outside of San Francisco. I am passionate about theater 
and have done it my whole life. In high school and middle school, I was involved in cheer and on 
four teams at once. This greatly contributed to my time management skills. In high school, I also 
did a program called Youth Government through the California YMCA. It is a mock legislation 
and court program based on the US Congress. They were responsible for writing legislation and 
debating about them. My legislation during my senior year made it to the final rounds and won an 
award. I am also on the UNR Mock Trial team and it is my first year on the competitive team. I 
love it a lot and actually just had a competition and won my first award. Within the College of 
Liberal Arts, I have a lot of experience working with the advisors and the entire team. She has 
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been a NevadaFIT mentor this past year and is on the student advisory board. Within that, I am 
on the executive advisory board and work with the advisors to cut out the middle man between 
students and the advising team. This past year, I held a leadership within my sorority. I was a 
PanHellenic Delegate. Basically, I was in charge of representing my organization. I also am a 
Legislative Intern. We just finished presenting our legislation and I learned all about Robert’s Rules 
and how Senate works. I am very familiar with that. I have three main goals if I receive the seat: 
Create opportunities for student to explore a wide variety of majors and minors throughout 
different colleges, Increase Visual and Perfoming Arts representation within ASUN, and 
Collaborate with the CLA Advising team and the Student Advisory Board to create peer advising 
opportunities for more majors or departments within the CLA. That’s it.  
 

Senator Feil entered the room at 6:56 pm. 
 
The body moved to questions and answers at this time. 
 
Senator Yeghiayan asked Ms. Westerman to elaborate on her first goal. 
 
Ms. Westerman said it would be really good to have some sort of event or program so students 
can look at different majors and minors within different colleges. She started her freshman year as 
a pre-nursing major and her second semester, she didn’t have any clue that her actual major did 
exist. She is now majoring in philosophy with an emphasis in ethics, policy, and law. She felt that 
if she had known about the minor and what it would entail, she wouldn’t be as behind as she was 
when she changed. That would be a great opportunity for all students at the university.  
 
Senator Burton asked Ms. Westerman what goal she would focus on for the remainder of the 
session if she had to pick just one.  
 
Ms. Westerman said for the remainder of the session, she would focus on her third goal. As of 
right now, she had a position as an executive board member on the advisory board. While she had 
that position, this position would be the most ideal level of collaboration with students and 
advisors to create a new program.  
 
Senator Dobbs asked Ms. Westerman if she had spoken to any current senators.  
 
Ms. Westerman said she had not spoken to any current but she spoke to former Senator Wilday. 
Ms. Wilday is a good friend of hers and suggested she apply. Ms. Wilday told her about all the 
duties during her first term. Former Senator Mata was also her mentor through the internship and 
knew a lot of what worked and what it entailed. 
 
Senator Amaya asked Ms. Westerman if she had an idea of which two committees she would sit 
on. 
 
Ms. Westerman wanted to sit on Public Affairs since she enjoyed going to those meetings and 
possibly University Affairs to see the different aspects of the campus working together. She had 
insights for arts students and would be able to represent those students through University Affairs.  
 
Feil What makes you stand out 
 
Experience with legislation process like in high school and this internship but also only one today 
that is within visual and performing arts that is important didn’t have anyone in the arts was 
important. That made her stand out 
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The body moved to discussion of the nominees as a whole at this time.  
 

Speaker Martinez said all the nominees will be brought back into the room to announce the final results. 
As a reminder, they will not be splitting the seats into two elections. They will combine it as a general 
election and pick their top tow. They must say the last name of their top two choices. Then they will 
move into appointments. If they choose not to appoint, it is because they think the two people are not 
qualified for the position. Once we do roll call vote for last names, we will move into appointment of 
the people. Whoever receives the majority, not simple majority, will receive the first and second seats.  
 
Senator Ahmed was sure most of the body felt the same but to him, Ms. Flangas was on top of 
everything, had prior experience, and a was perfect fit for the last two months of the Session. She 
would use the time most efficiently.  
 
Senator Collins said to go off that, she liked Ms. Flangas’s goal for scholarships for transfer students 
and it related to Academics, making her a little biased since she is the Chair for Academics. Senator 
Collins was impressed and wanted to see someone tackle that since her committee did address that at 
the beginning of the year.   
 
Senator Burton said the best way to decipher the candidates and figure out who to appoint was to look 
at which nominees had the most specific goals to move the needle or accomplish something in a short 
amount of time. A lot of nominees like Ms. De La Hoya or Ms. Westerman had ambiguous goals; it 
was hard to get specifics out of them. They will be out of time during this session to accomplish 
anything. He liked how Ms. Flangas had concrete details and knew were to go to fix issues. He was 
impressed with Mr. Roberts because even though his goals were simple, they were attainable for this 
time period. Mr. Roberts to the initiative to go to the town hall meeting to get insight and find out 
where to move. Ms. Albrecht had good ideas for academia with her 365 initiative. 
 
Senator Hughes said Ms. Albrecht, who was the first nominee, came with legislation that was ready for 
the table through internship. She wanted to see it at table. Ms. Flangas was extremely qualified for the 
position and will have the ability to get a lot done in their last few weeks.  
 
Senator Alvarez disagreed with Senator Burton about Ms. De La Hoya and Ms. Westerman. Ms. De 
La Hoya wanted to put more pressure on administration about sexual assault and Ms. Westerman was 
explicit on wanting to have an increased presence for visual and performing arts within ASUN as well 
as creating peer advising opportunities within Liberal Arts since it was a huge college. Senator Alvarez 
liked Ms. De La Hoya, not just because she identified personally, but because Ms. De La Hoya was 
clear on what she wanted to see done within her time here. 
 
Senator McKinney disagreed with Senator Alvarez. He loved Ms. De La Hoya but her goals were on 
societal level that can’t be accomplished here. While they can spark awareness, Ms. Flangas and Ms.  
Albrecht came prepared and had platforms that included reasonable goals. 
 
Senator Rogers said off of that, Ms. Albrecht brought up going into Washoe County to increase civic 
engagement. With Mr. Roberts, she was worried that his resume mentioned “dealing with children.” 
That worried her since that is how he would be representing ASUN.  
 
Senator Yeghiayan said going back to Ms. De La Hoya, she addressed issues that students cared about 
right now. If they start the conversation now, that will go a long way especially regarding Title IX and 
implementing a plastic ban. That can be accomplished this session.  
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Senator Feil liked the idea of a fresh perspective. As much as Ms. Flangas was qualified, she had already 
been Senator. Senator Feil wanted to bring new ideas and people into ASUN. For that reason, Ms. 
Westerman and Ms. Albrecht stuck with her. Mr. Roberts was personal friend of hers and she thought 
Mr. Roberts would be great representation for students. From personal experience, she knew he was 
kind, generous, and passionate about driving change on campus. She didn’t think something in his 
resume would prevent him from fulfilling his duties.  
 
Senator Amaya liked Ms. Flangas because of what Senator Ahmed stated. They wouldn’t need to train 
Ms. Flangas since she was a Chair and Senator from last session. Senator Amaya also felt that Ms. 
Westerman complemented Ms. Flangas’s goals well and it was important to have arts representation.  
 
Senator Wilcox said that he was hearing the body say they liked Ms. Flangas because she had 
experience, was prepared, had attainable goals, and her initiatives were backed. For the second position, 
the body wanted Ms. Albrecht because she was prepared, had attainable goals, and had legislation ready 
to go. They would both serve well in a short amount of time.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked if the body had discussion about Ms. Gabica or Mr. Parry.   
The body had no discussion at this time regarding those nominees.  
 
Senator Feil said something at retreat was how they discussed the five year vision for ASUN included 
breaking down the walls to make ASUN not be exclusive. She wanted to see new people in ASUN.  
 
Senator Clemons said the conversation would be much different if they were in a different point in 
their terms. But right now, they needed someone with experience like with Ms. Flangas. She will be 
able to get her goals done. For the second seat, he was stuck between Ms. Albrecht and Ms. Westerman 
since they were ahead of the game and had plans of action. Ms. Westerman was involved in politics 
and Ms. Albrecht was an intern and had legislation. Those are two are good candidates.  
 
Speaker Martinez said keep in mind your top two nominees for the vote and keep the conversation to 
what has been presented today and what they can offer.  
 
Senator Alvarez agreed with Senator Feil that people without previous experience will still have help. 
She knew of many Senators at this table that started off with no previous experience. Despite lack of 
time, they did still have plenty of time to train and bring in new sets of skills and values. Senator Alvarez 
asked Senator Hughes what type of legislation was produced by the interns that applied.  
 
Speaker Martinez told Senator Hughes she didn’t need to respond if she didn’t feel comfortable.  
 
Senator Hughes said she could tell them Ms. Albrecht wrote 365 legislation. Ms. Gabica wrote 
something about diversity but needed to pull it up to be sure. She was sure Ms. Westerman’s legislation 
was about sexual assault. She asked if she could have time to look up their legislation.  
 
Speaker Martinez said in the meantime, they will continue with discussion.  
 
Senator Amaya asked if the nominees were told to dress professionally for tonight’s meeting.  
 
Speaker Martinez said no; he only informed them of the time, what they could present on, and the 
questions and answers portion after.  
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Senator Wilcox said Ms. Gabica’s legislation was about implementing a plaque for Native Americans 
that founded and were originally housed on this land. This would create more inclusiveness for them 
on campus.  
 
Senator Dobbs felt that Mr. Roberts’s focus was very narrow and both his goals aligned within on 
topic, which might not represent all his constituents in Liberal Arts. She liked how Ms. Westerman 
represented the arts since it was a big segment that is not being represented currently.  
 
Senator Ahmed said that just like new people can be trained, they can also file for candidacy and run.  
 
Senator Sewell wanted to touch on what Senator Amaya said about whether or not candidates were 
told to come dressed professionally. There was only one not dressed professionally but if remembered 
correctly, the nominee was an intern and had been to senate meetings in the past. Senator Sewell said 
it should have been an assumption for that nominee to come dressed professionally and that didn’t sit 
well with her. As far as lack of time, she felt that most of the candidates would be new but had 
accomplishable goals that were relevant. She asked if they could bring the nominees back in and ask 
them if they planned on running for the next year.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked the body refrain from doing so as he didn’t want to put anyone on the spot in 
case they are still undecided.  
 
Senator Collins asked if they can base a decision on what a candidate was wearing.  
 
Secretary Godoy said that the candidates all sign waivers that tell them what will be discussed about 
them. It says: “During the above stated meeting, the Senate or its designated committee may consider 
your character, alleged misconduct, professional competence, and physical or mental health” per NRS 
241.033. If you considered how you dress part of professional competence or character, then yes.  
 
Senator Alvarez wanted to touch on how Ms. Gabica talked about utilizing her outreach hours in a 
specific way. She knew that many of them wanted to address safety on campus and appreciated how 
Ms. Gabica wanted to have outreach hours just for women.  
 

Senator Hughes left the room at 7:19 pm. 
 
Senator McKinney pointed out that Ms. Flangas having already met with her dean was a big deal. The 
fact she had the initiative to do that was great. Ms. Albrecht’s third platform goal was the exact same 
that Dean Moddelmog brought up to him. He didn’t know how she know that as he never brought 
that up to her. Those two things made him look at it as they matched each other well.  
 

Senator Hughes entered the room at 7:20 pm.  
 
Senator Hughes said Ms. Albrecht wrote legislation about not making hybrid classes for Learning 365. 
Ms. Gabica wrote legislation on creating plaque to honor Native Americans. She also worked very 
closely with Ms. Westerman on her legislation since Ms. Westerman had a lot of legislation ideas. Due 
to a lot of stuff going on, Ms. Westerman wrote her legislation on making the day before thanksgiving 
a day off. It sounds minimal compared to the others but it was approved by her since Ms. Westerman 
was having a hard time deciding what she wanted to do. Ms. Westerman had other ideas. The clothing 
comment was very important. She will admit that when interviewing the interns, all the heads of 
internships did decide that they wouldn’t factor in how people dressed for the interviews since that is 
such a small aspect of work ethic. She would be very upset if one person was denied the opportunity 
when work ethic had been proven in every other way.  
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Senator Rogers enjoyed how Mr. Parry talked about monthly sit-downs and having biweekly emails; 
that is something that didn’t happen often now. She wanted to say that for clothing, you don’t always 
know what is going on in someone’s life and you shouldn’t judge based on that. She had to come to 
Senate last week in leggings because her legs hurt so much.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked the body bring the discussion back to what the candidates presented today.  
 
Senator Burton said something that stuck out to him about Mr. Roberts was he brought a perspective 
they didn’t have with interface and religion. This has been a prominent problem and for a while and 
he could see good legislation coming from that. He would love to help Mr. Roberts if elected.  
 
Speaker Martinez said there was no new discussion or further comments, they would move to a roll 
call vote. 
 
Senator Rogaczewski asked if they would vote using the candidate’s first or last names.  
 
Speaker Martinez said by their last names.  
 
The body moved to a roll call vote at this time, stating the last name of their two choices.  

Senator Ahmed: Flangas and Westerman 
Senator Alvarez: Gabica and Westerman 
Senator Amaya: Flangas and Westerman 
Senator Aziz: Flangas and Albrecht 
Senator Burton: Albrecht and Roberts  
Senator Clemons: Flangas and Albrecht  
Senator Collins: Albrecht and Flangas 
Senator Dobbs: Flangas and Westerman 
Senator Feil: Westerman and Rogers 
Senator Grant: Flangas and Westerman 
Senator Green: Flangas and Albrecht 
Senator Hughes: abstained because she headed the internship and three of interns applied 
Senator Lemus: Flangas and Albrecht 
Senator McKinney: Flangas and Albrecht 
Senator Rogaczewski: Albrecht and Westerman 
Senator Rogers: Flangas and Westerman 
Senator Sewell: Rogers and Westerman 
Senator Wilcox: Flangas and Westerman  
Senator Yeghiayan: Flangas and Westerman  
 

Speaker Martinez said in a minute he will seek a motion to appoint and then to confirm the nominees. 
 
Senator Yeghiayan asked why.  
 
Secretary Godoy said that is how it is usually done at the convening where you appoint and then you 
confirm the appointment. Usually you do a roll call vote to appoint and a regular vote to confirm.  
 
Senator Yeghiayan asked what the confirmation meant.  
 
Secretary Godoy said it showed there was no dissent to the appointment and if there is dissent, then 
you have the opportunity to show it. There was a year where someone was elected as senator for the 
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College of Engineering – so they were appointed – but the motion to confirm failed and so the 
appointment fell through and the seat remained vacant until a new election was held.  
 
Senator Yeghiayan asked why it fell through.  
 
Secretary Godoy said it was all in the minutes and was public record.  
 
Senator Sewell added that because there were seven nominees, you might not get a majority vote and 
this gives them the chance to confirm the appointments in that case.  
 
Speaker Martinez said if you vote to not confirm ti is because you think the individual cannot carry out 
their duties. And if they don’t confirm, the seats remain vacant and another election must be held.  
 
Legislative Clerk Hansen read the results into the record: “Ms. Albrecht received 8 votes, Ms. De La 
Hoya received 0 votes, Ms. Flangas received 13 votes, Ms. Gabica received 1 vote, Mr. Parry received 
0 votes, Mr. Roberts received 3 votes, and Ms. Westerman received 11 votes” 
 
Ms. Flangas and Ms. Westerman received the majority of the votes.  

 
Senator Burton moved to appoint Nicole Flangas as Senator for the College of Liberal Arts.  
Senator Clemons seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
Motion carried.  
 
Senator Burton moved to confirm Nicole Flangas as Senator for the College of Liberal Arts.   
Senator Rogaczewski seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
Motion carried.  
 
Senator Amaya moved to appoint Isabel Westerman as Senator for the College of Liberal Arts.  
Senator Feil seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote. 
Motion carried.  
 
Senator Alvarez moved to confirm Isabel Westerman as Senator for the College of Liberal Arts.  
Senator Feil seconded. 
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote. 
Motion carried 
 
Speaker Martinez said they will call in all the nominees to announce the results and swear them in.  

 
Senator Wilcox left the room at 7:34 pm.  

 
Ms. Nicole Flangas and Ms. Isabel Westerman were sworn into the Office of Senator for the College 
of Liberal Arts for the 86th Session.  
 
The body moved back to Reports of Senate Committees.  

 
12. VETO MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

There are no veto messages at this time. 
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13. CONSENT AGENDA 

There was no legislation filed for the Consent Agenda. 
 

14. FIRST READING OF LEGISLATION 
a. S.R. 86 – A Resolution to Create a Global Engineering Program 

 
15. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK LEGISLATION 

There were no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 
 

16. REFERRALS TO COMMITTEE 
There is no legislation to be considered for referral at this time. 
 

17. SECOND READING OF LEGISLATION 
a. S.R. 86 – A Resolution to Create a Global Engineering Program 

The resolution was not heard at this time.  
 

18. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
a. Senate Committee Changes  

Senator McKinney said Government Operations meets Fridays at 1 pm. 
 
Senator McKinney moved to remove himself from the Committee on Budget and Finance by 
unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
Senator Feil moved to remove herself from the Committee on Budget and Finance by unanimous 
consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 

Senator Lemus entered the room at 7:39 pm.  
 

Senator Flangas moved to add herself to the Committees on Budget and Finance, Government 
Operations, and Academics by unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
Senator Westerman asked if the times could be repeated.  
 
Senator Collins said Academics meets Fridays at 4 pm. 
 
Senator Alvarez said Public Affairs meets Tuesdays at 5 pm. 
 
Senator Feil said Civic Engagement meets Wednesdays at 4 pm.  
 
Senator Green said University Affairs meets Fridays at 12 pm. 
 
Senator Grant said Budget and Finance meets Fridays at 10 am.  
 
Senator McKinney said Government Operations meets Fridays at 1 pm.  
 
Senator Westerman moved to add herself to the Committees on Academics, Public Affairs, and 
Civic Engagement by unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
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There were no further committee changes at this time; the body moved to Senator Reports.  
 
Senator Westerman moved to remove herself from the Committee on Academics by unanimous 
consent. 
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 

b. Senator Reports  
Senator Feil said for the past three days, she went to the hiring of new catering companies for the 
campus and tried yummy food. Some great options are coming up that are not just delicious but 
affordable. If any committees were looking for snacks for their meetings, they will be able to buy 
some cheap snacks.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked the body to keep noise to a minimum as they are still on the record.  
 
There were no further Senator Reports at this time; the body moved to Comments and 
Announcements.  
 

19. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Senator Sewell informed Senator Westerman that Senators are only required to be on two committees. It 
was great she wanted to sit on three but just an FYI, Senator Westerman only needed to be on two.  

 
Speaker Martinez asked Senator Westerman if she was okay on three committees or if she preferred being 
on two only.  

 
Senator Westerman said she was okay for now. 

 
Senator Sewell said most Senators only sit on two and she shouldn’t feel obligated to be on three.  

 
Senator Westerman asked if they could go back.  

 
There were no further comments or announcements at this time; the body moved back into Committee 
Changes.   

 
20. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mr. Hugh Lee said he was a student government member at UNLV and used to be a senator for CSN. He 
also helped Nevada State College start their student government and has helped build three student unions 
so far. He is currently a legislative assistant for this session. He came because he knew Daniel Little and they 
went to CSN together and were on the student government together.  
 
Senator Burton said Mr. Lee looked good in blue. The Wolf Shop was doing a new initiative called calculator 
exchange where instead of doing textbook matching, they will take your calculator if you trade in scientific 
calculators and you can get as much as a $50 gift card. They will begin selling the calculators traded in as 
refurbished calculators so they are at lower prices and can be more affordable. He wanted to know how it 
went and encouraged the body to talk to students so it can be successful.  
 
Senator Amaya said the Tiny Beta Science Fair will be tomorrow. If you need outreach hours, please 
volunteer. The main event is from 10 am – 1 pm.  
 
Speaker Martinez said ti was a great event last year. They needed as many volunteers as they could get. He 
will dedicate as much time as possible when he isn’t in class.  
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Senator Collins said they were anticipating at least 40 volunteers and only got 5-6. The committee could use 
all their help. You don’t need to sign up, just show up even if you can’t stay for the whole time. They can 
use all the help they could get, even if it was 30 minutes.  
 
Vice President Bradley welcomed the new Senators. She wanted to give a quick update about elections that 
she didn’t get to give at retreat. Elections was a really exciting and fun time; it was her favorite part getting 
to make signs and buttons and seeing everyone’s platforms. That said, it was important that they, as officers, 
remain neutral and talk about having good representations. As officers, they cannot campaign for anyone. 
You don’t stop being an officer just because your term is over. You will always represent ASUN.  
 
Dr. Beattie said the body had a great meeting. He congratulated the new Senators and told them they will 
be getting emails about hiring paperwork. It was a quick process and they will need to show to forms of 
identification. They can’t start working until that is done. With elections, he wanted 80-100 candidates. They 
usually get somewhere between 48-60 candidates. He hoped that grew and that elections season would be 
great. They are shooting for increasing voter turnout to be 31%, up from last year’s 28.2%. The best way to 
increase turnout was by having more people run. The more people run, the more students will turn out to 
vote for their friends and help them campaign. They have seen growth and change through ASUN. He 
encouraged the body to get out there and inspire more candidates to run and more people vote. If anyone 
had questions, direct them to Director Daniel Little. He has really upped the presence of elections with 
workshops, reaching out to students, doing workshops in the res halls, and other things. Filing closes on 
Friday at 5 pm; don’t wait until Friday at 4:50 pm to file.  
 
Senator Clemons asked if they can give incentives to people for voting.  
 
Dr. Beattie said ASUN elections follow Nevada laws and in Nevada, it is illegal to provide incentives. You 
can give out something like “I voted” stickers but anything else was illegal. It can’t be done in Nevada. The 
real incentive should be about students doing their civic duty and having their voice heard. He told the body 
to encourage others to vote and run. If they think about it, everyone on this body had large amount of 
human capital through all of their networks and connections. They can get many people to vote by 
encouraging students. To follow up to Vice President Bradley, ASUN is a no campaign zone. Please don’t 
role in with a shirt or button supporting a candidate. If there is a candidate they liked in their personal life 
and wanted to paint signs that was fine. But, not as ASUN officers. Even if they are volunteering at the 
Elections BBQ, they can’t talk to students about which candidate is best. You can talk to students about 
voting in general, but they cannot endorse a candidate.  
 
Senator Flangas was a little confused by the social media post for ASUN. It said you had to be a part of the 
Association for two subsequent semesters for both president and vice president. She was wondering if 
students would understand that if you pay into the Association that makes you a part of it. It was a little 
misleading and makes it seem like you can’t run.   
 
Dr. Beattie said that was taken directly from the Constitution but they can clarify that and change it to say 
that you have to have been a student for two semesters. You don’t have to be sophomore, you just need 45 
credits for vice president and 60 credits for president. You don’t have to be a sophomore, you just need to 
be a sophomore credit wise. That can be clarified.  
 
Senator Flangas said it was confusing the way it currently read.  
 
Dr. Beattie said he will check on that.  
 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes  
Wednesday, January 30th, 2019 
Page 25 

 
Director Worrall wanted to remind them about events coming up from her Department. Monday from 4-7 
pm was the Lobby Fair. She asked the body to please share the flyer on their social media channels and tell 
students. There will be a variety of different lobbying organizations from different perspectives.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked the body to give themselves a round of applause for the great discussion they had. 
If he compared this discussion to their first discussions of candidates, their evolution was obvious, especially 
with such a big election. 
 
There was no further public comment at this time.  
 

21. ADJOURNMENT 
Speaker Martinez adjourned the meeting at 7:53 pm.  


