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Senate of the Associated 
Students of the University of 
Nevada 
86th Session, 2018-2019 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE NEVADA SYSTEM OF HIGHER 

EDUCATION TO UPDATE INVESTMENT POLICIES TO BE 

ENVIRONMENTALLY AND SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE 

 

Resolution Number: 106 

Authored By: 2018-2019 Senators Green and Rogaczewski, and Director Jickling  

Sponsored By: 2018-2019 Committee on Public Affairs   

 

 

Whereas, according to Title 4, Chapter 10, Section 29 of the NSHE Board of Regents Handbook: “The 

Board of Regents is committed to protecting the environment, reducing the System’s dependence on non-

renewable energy sources”; 

Whereas, on September 9th, 2018 the Investment Committee of the NSHE Board of Regents viewed a 

presentation from Russell Investments and Cambridge Associates on the current NSHE portfolio and fossil 

fuel divestment implementation considerations; 

Whereas, the current NSHE portfolio shows that 5.2% of the total Endowment Fund and 2.4% of the 

total Operating Fund have exposure to fossil fuels; 

Whereas, Russell Investments and Cambridge Associates presented strategies for eliminating fossil fuel 

investments completely as well as strategies for reducing carbon exposure of future investments;  

Whereas, human activities are estimated to have caused approximately 1.0°C of global warming above 

pre-industrial levels (IPCC); 

Whereas, according to the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, global warming 

is likely to reach 1.5℃ above pre-industrial levels between 2032 and 2050 if current practices continue; 

Whereas, a global warming of 1.5℃ or more will increase the frequency and severity of climate related 

threats, such as flooding and drought; 
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Whereas, the IPCC estimates that global carbon emissions must be cut by 40-70% by 2030 and 

greenhouse gas emissions must be completely cut by 2050 in order to keep global warming from going 1.5℃ 

over pre-industrial levels; 

Whereas, Reno is the fastest warming city in the United States, warming at 1.39℉ per decade (Climate 

Central), and has experienced major flooding as well as drought and increased threat of fires in the region in 

the last decade; 

Whereas, in the 2018 General Election, Nevadans voted in favor (59%) of the Renewable Energy 

Standards Initiative that would amend the Nevada Constitution to increase the state’s Renewable Portfolio 

Standards (RPS) to 50% renewable energy by 2050; 

Whereas, it is the fiduciary responsibility of the NSHE Board of Regents to acknowledge the significant 

risk that fossil fuel investment contributes to climate change, as well as the health and safety of the students 

and institutions they represent; 

Whereas, divestment is an empirically proven strategy for reducing social harms; 

Be it resolved that, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada urge the NSHE Board of Regents 

to update investment policies to address the climate and health risks posed by further fossil fuel exposure; 

Be it further resolved that, the Associated Students of the University of Nevada urge the NSHE Board of 

Regents to explore a pathway to begin divesting from current assets that do not align with the commitment to 

environmental protection explicitly stated in the NSHE Energy and Sustainability Policy; 

Be it further resolved that, a copy of this resolution be sent to current members of the Board of Regents 

Investment Committee, President Marc Johnson, and Vice President of Student Services Shannon Ellis; 

 

 

Adopted in Senate on November 28th, 2018 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________________ 
Andrea Godoy, Secretary of the Senate 
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__________________________________________ 
Anthony Martinez, Speaker of the Senate 

 


