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Minutes for Wednesday, December 5th, 2018 at 5:30 P.M. 
Rita Laden Senate Chambers, Third Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Speaker Martinez called the Senate Meeting to order at 5:31 pm in the Rita Laden Senate Chambers, 3rd 
Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy and Legislative Clerk Hansen.  
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
Speaker Martinez and Senators Ahmed, Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Dobbs, Feil, Grant, Green, Hudson, 
Lemus, McKinney, Rogers, Sewell, Wilcox, Yeghiayan were present.  
 
Senators Clemons, Collins, Hughes, and Mata were absent excused. 
 
Senator Rogaczewski was tardy excused.  
 
A quorum was present.  
 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
a. The minutes from October 3rd, 2018  
b. The minutes from October 10th, 2018  
c. The minutes from October 17th, 2018 

 
Senator Burton moved to approve Agenda Items 4a-c by unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent motion carried.  
 

d. The minutes from October 24th, 2018  
The minutes from October 24th were unavailable at this time.  
 

e. The minutes from November 28th, 2018 
The minutes from November 28th have already been approved.  
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Senator Feil wanted to say Happy Hanukkah. 
 
There was no further public comment at this time.  

 
6. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SENATE AND REFERRAL 

a. Resignation of Katie Hickman, Assistant Director for the Department of Clubs and Organizations  
Speaker Martinez read the report into the record: 

“Dear Senate of the Associated Students, 
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I am writing to inform you of my resignation from my position as Assistant Director for the 
Department of Clubs & Organizations as I am graduating this semester. From being an intern 
my freshman year to working with Director Bittar this year, ASUN has truly shaped my college 
experience. I am so grateful that I had the chance to work with so many amazing leaders and 
had the opportunity to create so many memories and friendships that will last a lifetime. Thank 
you Director Bittar for giving me the opportunity to be in this position. I wish you all the best 
of luck with the rest of your term.” 
 
Best, 
Katie Hickman” 
 

b. Resignation of Natasia Mata, Senator for the College of Liberal Arts  
Speaker Martinez read the resignation into the record:  

“To Senate: 
 
This is my formal notice of resignation from the Senate of the Associated Students. I only 
wish to remind you to do your best to listen to those who need your help, and remember if 
the system feels wrong, you can always make a new one. 
 
Signed, 
Natasia Mata” 
 

7. REPORTS OF ASUN OFFICERS 
a. President of the Associated Students, Hannah Jackson  

President Jackson said this weekend, she was at the Board of Regents meeting. The main thing 
discussed was two predictable tuition proposals; this will be seen again at the June meeting. They 
are up for information only and wanted to make sure they had all the information before 
presenting. In the spring, she will present to Senate as a whole about the two proposals to see if 
they can get a formal recommendation made that can be given by ASUN and the Nevada Student 
Alliance. She wanted to say that as they enter winter break, remember the priorities from the ASUN 
town hall meeting and keep working on projects. She had many projects in the works and knew 
that many of the body also was working on things. If they had interest in working on a project 
over winter break, they can reach out to her or her cabinet members as there are many projects 
they can help with.  
  

b. Vice President of the Associated Students, Carissa Bradley 
Vice President Bradley wanted to congratulate almost everyone for making through the entire 
semester. This has been one of the most productive ASUN bodies that she has had the pleasure 
of being a part of. She challenge them to use the rest of the term to make change and impact. Not 
running for another term, or running for another term, shouldn’t skew them from accomplishing 
things in this remaining session. She said: As for my report, last week I had the opportunity to 
attend the Board of Regents meeting with President Jackson.   

 During the Investment Committee meeting, I made public comment on behalf of this 
body regarding divestment. Following the meeting, the chair requested that staff brings a 
divestment and carbon neutral plan to the next Investment Committee Meeting. This is a 
huge milestone for us since we have been working on bringing this to the board since 
April, and other student groups even longer. Yet another example of the power that 
resolutions and student activism can have.   

 This morning, President Jackson and I met with Athletics Director, Doug Knuth 
regarding student attendance for next years' football schedule, the upcoming basketball 



Senate of the Associated Students Minutes 
Wednesday, December 5th, 2018 
Page 3 

 
schedule and to have a discussion regarding the construction of a university field house 
which would require a student fee to be implemented.  A field house is essentially an 
indoor practice facility that the university could use for athletics practices, band practices, 
intramural sports and other athletic events. This facility would include a full size football 
field and a track to wrap around the field. This has been discussed for the last 5 years or 
so with discussions from students, fitness and recreation, the Athletics department, 
university administration, and board of regents.   

o In order to fund this type of project, there has been a student fee of $15 proposed 
which as we know, would need to be approved by this body and students in order 
to be implemented. Director Knuth is scheduled to come in to Senate for one of 
the first Senate meetings to give a full presentation with hopes of a resolution to 
follow in order for this to be placed on the ASUN Elections ballot this Spring. 
Before he comes in, I wanted to ask what kind of questions that you would like 
him to address in his presentation once we get back. I am now opening up the 
floor for questions in order for him to prepare.  

 
Senator Burton asked if there was a proposed location for the field house or if they were adding a 
structure over the existing intramural fields.  
 
Vice President Bradley said that was a good question. The proposed location for the field house 
as of right now was where the old tennis fields used to be, adjacent to the two intramural fields. It 
would be a steel structure with a domed aspect.  
 
Senator Burton asked if they discussed what kind of student fee it would be and how it would look 
like, such as grounds for other facilities.  
 
VP Bradley said yes; she will make sure it is more thoroughly explained. Basically, it was a $15 fee 
from her understanding per semester that would be used to build the structure and to maintain it. 
It would also be staffed by students and Facilities would do the upkeep. The fee will be similar to 
the one implemented for Wiegand.  
 
Senator Aziz said considering how this would be a fee paid by all students, he asked how many 
students will actually use the field since it was primarily used by athletes and clubs.  
 
VP Bradley said she will put that in her list; maybe some kind of data from other universities would 
be good. She believed the schedule would be 6am-6pm for athletic practice.  
 
President Jackson said Director Knuth had all this information. For right now, VP Bradley was 
asking if the body had specific information, they really wanted him to bring when he presents to 
Senate; this way he can get the information ready ahead of time. Director Knuth will have all the 
details in his presentation. Basically, what data and information did the body want Director Knuth 
to bring for the presentation so that they can make the most informed decision.  
 
Senator Rogers asked if this would be expected to bring in revenue.  
 
Senator Amaya asked what other options can be explored for funding the field house. 
 
Senator Hudson asked if it would be possible and/or necessary to work the indoor complex.  

 
There were no further questions at this time.  
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Speaker Martinez thought a good thing to bring in would be data from other universities for what 
they do with the fields.  
 
VP Bradly said this was brought up as well because the university is D1 and in a very competitive 
region. Athletics is big in the region and the campus is reaching a large magnitude. The fact that 
their athletes, whether students or scholarship, are practicing in the snow at 10 pm is not good. 
This is meant to help alleviate that. they had some great teams that are nationally ranked but they 
have to practice at 10 pm at night when it was really cold. This makes them more prone to injuries. 
She wanted to see other data as well. The company that was hoping to do this was located in 
Carson and they have done similar field houses for universities across the country including the 
Universities of Arizona and Arkansas. They are willing to cut a lot of costs since many of the 
engineers for this company are Nevada alum.  
 
President Jackson said to clarify part of this process, any time a student fee is implemented, they 
must go through an extensive process similar to a constitutional amendment. This body will write 
a petition that the students will vote on through either a ballot or survey. With that, they get student 
feedback either approving or not of the fee. The body’s decision is whether or not they want 
students to have the vote or not.  
 
VP Bradley said in terms of the timeline, Director Knuth will come in for a presentation. About a 
week or so later, they will have a resolution about the students hearing the question. If that 
resolution passes through Senate, it will be put onto the ASUN elections ballot, hopefully.  
 
President Jackson said that in the past it  has also been put on a separate survey.  
  

c. Chief Justice, Kate Groesbeck 
Chief Justice Groesbeck said she had a few updates. She sent inkblot comments for the pamphlet 
and they had been cooperative on that. She got the second draft today and sent it to Director 
Andrade for her comments and opinion. She was excited to have the project completed. Once that 
is finished, she will have PDF’s to share with the body. They are also making progress with SSAS 
revisions. They divided the SAS into sections for each intern-justice pair to review. They reviewed 
their sections and presented it to the entire Council. Dr. Beattie came in and gave his opinion on 
some things. She has a meeting with the Attorney General hopefully this week to get his opinion 
on some things for revisions. The Judicial section in the SAS was really long but she was really 
looking forward to having that better reflect what the Council does now. She had to cancel the 
intern meeting last night due to weather but rescheduled for tomorrow. She attended the Student 
Union Advisory Board and the Summer Tuition Task Force. She is happy to answer any questions 
they had about those meetings. Finally, Judicial has its last meeting for the semester on Friday at 1 
pm.  
 

d. Chief of Staff, Matthew Dutcher  
Chief of Staff Dutcher said he ordered the graduation stoles. Retreat will be January 26th from 9 
am-5 pm. He had the wufoo form ready and will send it out soon. Please fill it out by December 
19th so that he doesn’t have to hunt them down. On there, there will be a box that asks if they can 
attend. If you check no, a box asking why you cannot attend will come up. He will see the reasons 
why they can’t attend and will reach out to them to talk about it. it was important that they all 
attend so that ASUN can reconvene as a whole before the semester starts. Please keep that in mind 
and fill it out. there was no building on campus set yet but they are working on it. he is going back 
and forth between two rooms and deciding which works better. The interns have not been invited 
yet because the space may not be big enough to house them all.  
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e. Director of Clubs and Organizations, Luke Bittar 

Director Bittar said he had a few quick updates. The Department has allocated $140,130.63 to 
date. They attended SEAB for the Spring Club fair. He and Commissioner Raquel will meet with 
Programmers Christie and Bannoura to finalize the details for club fair. He was hoping to roll out 
the sign up form this week. He sat on two University committees: The Student Tech Fee and 
University Athletics. He was happy to answer questions if there are any.  
 

f. Director of Event Programming, Austin Lensch 
Assistant Director Thummel said director Lens wanted him to pass out a tentative schedule for 
the spring. As they get closer to the dates, there will be more details. Aside form Mackay Week, 
they are waiting for some events to get approved but they will start planning over winter break.  
 

g. Director of Legislative Affairs, Katie Worrall 
Director Worrall said the resolution on the demolition of homes will be postponed for later in the 
semester. She thought that the process for going forward on what they learned form the affordable 
housing teaching and the opinions they want for the housing crisis in general and the University 
expansion is to get stakeholders of that issue to come to senate and give a statement. This way, the 
body can have all perspectives. Another thing happening is the Title IX changes. The Department 
of Education opened up public comment on the federal registrar to have people give opinions. 
That was open until February 1st. over break, her department will come up with a policy brief to 
give to students and ASUN. She also wanted to say that they will do more teach-in style evens. If 
they had ideas or heard anything from constituents let her know to put that together. Lastly, their 
last department meeting is December 11th. They will try to confirm their projects timeline for the 
spring semester so that she can get that information out to Senate as well.  
 

h. Director of Diversity and Inclusion, Arezo Amerzada 
Speaker Martinez read the report into the record:  

“Hi all—I goofed up and sent my final report last week. The only update I have since then is 
that we are furthering our collaboration with the GRI department for a lot of exciting events 
next semester. Most of the dates are not finalized so I will let you all know when we have some 
concrete details. Other than that, stay safe and stay warm! Thanks, Arezo.” 
 

i. Director of Sustainability, Sierra Jickling 
Director Jickling said she had three updates. First of all, regarding SNIF the deadline has been 
extended to Janay 20th. This was after hearing some concerns from students that wanted to apply 
but were worried about the craziness of finals giving them only one week to pull the application 
together. She would greatly appreciate it if they could tell at least one person to magnify the 
message. They all had her email; give it out. Other than that, she had a couple of updates about 
some events that were coming up. First, this Friday is the Wolf Shop Customer Appreciation day. 
For the Wolf Pack Refill Initiative, they will be tabling during this. If they wanted to check that 
out, it was a great way to explore waste diversion in personal lives. This Monday, the 10th is the 
last Mobile Monday of the semester. This was for students that wanted to learn more about food. 
It will be in the KC Rotunda from 11:30 am – 3:00 pm. other than that, she will be planning Earth 
Week 2019 over winter break. She was really excited to let them know what she decides on.  
 

j. Director of Campus and Public Relations, Mapuana Andrade 
Director Andrade said Chief Justice Groesbeck said, she met with her department last week and 
gave them the presentation and planning marketing for her department. There will be Instagram 
stories for students to ask questions and give updates. She wanted to give this opportunity for 
Senate again as this was important for them and for work that doesn’t always result in big changes 
or outcomes. Basically, this would allow her to come up with a plan for any department or 
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committee about posting events and updates quickly. She was happy to come up with a monthly 
plan or any other type of calendar-based plan. She had seen this work with University Affairs. 
Senator Mata had been putting out questions to get feedback from students and give out 
information. A big thing they did was ask why students had not run for ASUN. She has the results 
for that question. The main results are that it was too intimidating, it is Greek life exclusive, there 
are money restrictions, issues with the time commitment/two busy with jobs. This was an example 
of how her plans can give them feedback to create plans and actions in the future. They can seclude 
a meeting with her next semester and will be accessible via email over break.  
 

Senator Rogaczewski entered the room at 5:55 pm.  
 

k. Director of Campus Wellness, Brennan Jordan 
 

l. Attorney General, Omar Moore 
Attorney General Moore said he had a quick report. First, the documents page is now back up and 
was accessible. Outside of that, he and Raul have clarified issues with the website. He thanked 
those that contacted him preemptively with issues on posting meetings. Early this week, he met 
with Daniel Little. He was an awesome guy with the perfect background tailored for this position. 
He looked forward to working with Director Little. Director Little has been planning the elections 
workshops and they are in full swing. There was one supposed to start within the next five minutes 
but it was cancelled and will be rescheduled for next Monday upstairs at 6 pm. he had one more 
university committee meeting before the semester ends. He will work with the professors to 
compile the report for accreditation.  
 

m. Speaker of the Senate, Anthony Martinez 
Speaker Martinez said he had a couple of things. First, this was the last senate meeting of the 
semester; they will be meeting back up on January 23rd at 5:30 pm. the first couple of weeks, the 
meetings may be long since he wanted to get individuals that needed to speak out of the way before 
finals and tests pick up. With that, there will be a special election for the Chair on University 
Affairs. There was no chair at this time. If interested, know that will be done either January 23rd or 
30th. Listen to the minutes and research the position over break. The election will be similar to the 
elections done during the convening. As of now, oversight is set for Tuesdays at 4:45 pm. keep 
that in mind. If they needed anything he will be in Reno over break, except for the 23rd – 29th of 
December.  
 

8. REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEES 
a. Chair, Committee on Academics- Senator Collins 

 
b. Chair, Committee on Budget and Finance- Senator Grant 

Senator Grant said they had an awesome meeting last Friday and it was the last one of the year. 
The meeting time for next semester will remain the same, Fridays at 10 am, for right now.  
 

c. Chair, Committee on Civic Engagement- Senator Feil 
Senator Feil said they had their last meeting last Friday. They had a great presentation from Selena 
who is helping with Wolf Pack Reading Week. They had a really good event on Saturday and 
thanked Senator Amaya for joining her and her intern for helping at the Sparks Parade. Meetings 
next semester are Wednesdays at 4 pm. If interested in joining the committee, let her know.  
 

d. Chair, Committee on Government Operations- Senator McKinney 
Senator McKinney said a time for next semester was not set yet as they are trying to find a time. 
They will set that over the next week. Other than that, thank you for a great semester and he 
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cannot wait to get going next semester.  
 

e. Chair, Committee on Public Affairs- Senator Alvarez 
Senator Alvarez said the committee had it’s last meeting last Friday. the veterans luncheon went 
really well. She gave a shout out to Senator Yeghiayan for receiving a department coin from ROTC, 
which was a really high honor. She will work with Director Worrall to prepare for the legislative 
session. There are two pieces of legislation that went through committee. This upcoming semester 
was a legislative session. They needed senators on public affairs so they can look through 
resolutions quickly. She is finalizing a time for next semester and was looking at Wednesdays at 10 
am. Finally, she will be out of the country from the 26th – January 13th. She won’t have internet 
access during that time.  
 

f. Chair, Committee on University Affairs- Senator Mata 
g. Speaker Pro-Tempore- Senator Hughes 

 
h. Chair, Committee on Oversight- Speaker Martinez 

Speaker Martinez said that for now, oversight is set to meet Tuesdays at 4:45 pm. he will let them 
know when they had meetings. They will be calling in some individuals about the SAS and seeing 
what is being done.  
 

9. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were no comments or announcements at this time.  

  
10. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK APPOINTMENTS 

There were no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 
 

11. APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS OF SENATORS AND ASUN OFFICIALS 
There were no items to be heard under this agenda item at this time. 

 
12. VETO MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

There were no veto messages at this time. 
 

13. CONSENT AGENDA 
There was no legislation filed for the Consent Agenda. 

 
14. FIRST READING OF LEGISLATION 

The following resolutions and binding resolutions received their first reading and were considered under 
item 16 of this agenda: 

a. S.B.R. 86 – A Binding Resolution to Temporarily Suspend Senate Rules I.a and II.f.5.ix  
b. S.B.R. 86 – A Binding Resolution to Temporarily Suspend Senate Rules II.f.5.i and II.g.1  
c. S.R. 86 – A Resolution in Support of Creating a Reno College Council 
d. S.R. 86 – Resolution in Support of Making the Nevada System of Higher Education more 

Affordable 
 

The following resolutions did not receive their first reading and will not be considered under item 16 of this 
agenda:  

e. S.R. 86 – A Resolution Against the Proposed Title IX Changes by Education Secretary 
Betsy DeVos  

f. S.R. 86 – A Resolution in Opposition to the Demolition of the Historic Homes in the 
Proposed Gateway Precinct  
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15. MOTIONS TO FAST-TRACK LEGISLATION 

Senator Burton moved to fast-track Agenda Items 15a-b by unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried. 

a. S.B.R. 86 – A Binding Resolution to Temporarily Suspend Senate Rules I.a and II.f.5.ix  
b. S.B.R. 86 – A Binding Resolution to Temporarily Suspend Senate Rules II.f.5.i and II.g.1  

 
Agenda Items 15c-d were not fast-tracked at this time.  

c. S.R. 86 – A Resolution Against the Proposed Title IX Changes by Education Secretary 
Betsy DeVos 

d. S.R. 86 – A Resolution in Opposition to the Demolition of the Historic Homes in the 
Proposed Gateway Precinct  

 
16. REFERRALS TO COMMITTEE 

There was no legislation to be considered for referral at this time. 
 

17. SECOND READING OF LEGISLATION 
The following bills and resolutions received their second reading and were considered:  

a. S.B.R. 86 – A Binding Resolution to Temporarily Suspend Senate Rules I.a and II.f.5.ix  
Senator Aziz moved to approve S.B.R. 86 – A Binding Resolution to Temporarily Suspend Senate 
Rules I.a and II.f.5.ix. 
 
Senator Wilcox seconded.  
 
Speaker Martinez said this was just to suspend the Senate Rules that deal with outreach hours and 
things along those lines over winter break. This avoids the body getting points during break.  
 
Senator Aziz said this was the other piece of legislation.  
 
Speaker Martinez apologized. This was about chairs not holding meetings over break so they don’t 
get points. This only applies during winter break and will be lifted January 23rd.  
 
Senator Sewell asked if it needed to be January 23rd, 2019.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked for an amendment.  
 
Senator Burton moved to amend line item 10 to read: “2019” by unanimous consent.  
There was on dissent; motion carried.  
 
The body moved back into discussion of the legislation as a whole.  
 
There was no further discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
 
Motion carried.  
 

b. S.B.R. 86 – A Binding Resolution to Temporarily Suspend Senate Rules II.f.5.i and II.g.1  
Senator Aziz moved to approve S.B.R. 86 – A Binding Resolution to Temporarily Suspend Senate 
Rules II.f.5.i and II.g.1. 
 
Senator Feil seconded.  
 
Speaker Martinez said this was the one about outreach hours and it did say 2019.  
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There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
 
Motion carried.  
 

c. S.R. 86 – A Resolution in Support of Creating a Reno College Council 
Senator Bruton moved to approve S.R. 86 – A Resolution in Support of Creating a Reno College 
Council. 
 
Senator Aziz seconded.  
 
Senator Alvarez said the purpose was to give students the opportunity to voice their concerns at 
the city level. As they may know, all decisions made by the City of Reno directly impacts students. 
From her experience from talking to students, they wanted direct opportunism to meet with 
representatives this gave students the chance to talk to their representatives and removes the 
bureaucracy of having to go through ASUN first. This will work with TMCC as well so that the 
college council works with Legislative Affairs and both campuses to voice the concerns of 
students.  
 
The body moved to a discussion at this time.  
 
Senator Burton asked if it was known who would oversee the council.  
 
Senator Alvarez said they didn’t know the infrastructure yet. Legislative Affairs has been talking 
with the City of Reno to figure out the structure and they will go from there.  
 
Senator Aziz said the discussion had by the Committee on Public Affairs last Friday also focused 
on that. If they passed this resolution, Legislative Affairs would be given the power to lobby in 
favor of it to the City. The City Council can choose to do whatever they want; this resolution gave 
the Department the power to lobby for what the students want and to work with the City to create 
it. That is why there isn’t a structure embedded within the resolution. They don’t know how 
members will be chosen; it just allows Legislative Affairs to work on it.  
 
President Jackson recommended that someone from the body have a comprehensive meeting with 
a City representative or representatives before passing a resolution like this. Finding out about 
their infrastructure and what they can do to create this is important. This is a great idea but there 
are still many unanswered ideas before moving forward.  
 
Senator Alvarez said as far as she knew, Director Worrall had been meting with several 
representatives to talk about the infrastructure.    
 
Director Worrall said her only comment was that her department is supposed to lobby on behalf 
of what the body tells them to do. Because of that, she hadn’t done anything too extensively but 
did think about the idea and talked to Councilwoman Brekhus but not the other two.  
 
Speaker Martinez asked Senator Alvarez if she had met with any City Council members.  
 
Senator Alvarez said she had not.  
 
Senator Fei asked if this council would be continuous or if it would only meet during lobbying 
years. 
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Senator Alvarez said it would be continuous so that there is a direct relationship with the City 
Council in finding out what is being done by the City.  
 
Senator Feil moved to table S.R. 86 – A Resolution in Support of Creating a Reno College Council 
until there is further communication with the City Council.  
 
Senator Burton said a definitive time needed to be stated or it can be tabled indefinitely.  
 
Senator Feil asked if it can be moved back to committee.  
 
Senator burton said yes.  
 
Senator Feil moved to send S.R. 86 – A Resolution in Support of Creating a Reno College Council 
until there is further communication with the City Council back to the Committee on Public 
Affairs by unanimous consent.  
 
Senator Amaya didn’t think that was necessary because the resolution was just to say that the 
university wanted student opinion to be heard. It didn’t mean that the student council would be 
created.  
 
The body moved back to discussion on approving the resolution as a whole because of Senator 
Amaya’s dissention.  
 
President Jackson said another way they can go about it was to change the way the resolution is 
being sent and to who, especially if the University didn’t have that kind of relationship with the 
City Council. Director Worrall makes a great point in needing the body’s endorsement before 
working out the logistics. Keeping it internal for now until some of it has been worked out.  
 
Senator Rogaczewski wanted to point out that as per line item 15 on page 2, it states that the 
University is in support of it being created, not that it has to be created. This just lets the City 
Council know they want it.  
 
Senator Alvarez said this would be sent to every representative letting them know that it the 
University wants it to be created.  
 
Senator Burton said that as of right now, this resolution is slated to hit a lot of desks. Like President 
Jackson mentioned, if ASUN doesn’t have that kind of relationship with the Council and they 
don’t know to expect it coming their way will devalue it as they wont know what to do with it.  
  
Senator Alvarez said that she knew that Legislative Affairs talks to representatives in the city on a 
regular basis and there is a relationship established. She knew that Policy Director Calles had talked 
to Mayor Schieve about it and he mentioned that she was interested in creating something along 
the lines of it.  
 
Senator Sewell said that while line items 14-16 do say that the University is in favor of establishing 
it, there were no facts or data that supports why they want it. She agreed that it should be sent 
back to committee.  
 
Senator Amaya said that page 2, line items 7-8 said that No Walls 2025 talked about building a 
city-student relationship. She felt that this would be a good idea and like Senator Alvarez said, this 
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supports the idea. She didn’t feel that was necessary.  
 
Senator Green wanted to remind them that a Youth City Council does exist within the City Council 
but no college students are represented within it. The point of this was to create a council that 
represented college students. An infrastructure for it did sort of exist already.  
 
Senator Feil wanted to ask the Committee on Public Affairs and Senator Alvarez if there was a 
reason they wanted to push it so soon or if there was a time crunch and why it can’t be sent back 
to committee.  
 
Senator Alvarez said the reason she wanted it to be heard now was so that they can begin 
establishing it and creating it throughout the next semester and winter break. This way it is done 
before their term ends 
 
Senator Feil was not in support as she didn’t see enough infrastructure and a model. She wanted 
that before sending it to the council people.  
 
There was no further discussion at this time; the body moved to a roll call vote.  
 
Aye: Ahmed, Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Dobbs, Green, Lemus, McKinney, Rogaczewski, Wilcox, 
Yeghiayan 
Nay: Burton, Feil, Grant, Hudson, Rogers, Sewell, 
Abstentions: None 
 
Motion carried.  
 

d. S.R. 86 – Resolution in Support of making the Nevada System of Higher Education more 
Affordable 
Senator McKinney moved to approve S.R. 86 – Resolution in Support of making the Nevada 
System of Higher Education more Affordable. 
 
Senator Wilcox seconded.  
 
Senator Amaya said the resolution was favorably recommended by Public Affairs. Legislative 
Affairs worked with them and provided them with information. The main point was to make 
changes to the Silver State Opportunity Grant (SSOG) to make it be 30 to Complete rather than 
15 credits per semester. Currently, it was available to state colleges and community colleges but 
this would change it to be open to 4-year institutions and/or create something similar. Secondly, 
this also applies to the Millennium Scholarship with the main change being raising the GPA to 
2.75 instead of 2.6 and instead of having only one semester to improve your GPA, you would have 
two semesters. Overall, this was urging the committee to make higher education more affordable 
and explore new financial aide opportunities. 
 
The body moved into discussion at this time.  
 
Senator Burton asked Senator Amaya if this would apply to UNLV too. 
 
Senator Amaya said it would be all of Nevada.  
 
Senator Burton asked if this took away opportunities from state and community colleges since 
grants would be taken away or if more grants would be added to compensate.  
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Senator Amaya said the legislation was written to expand a similar grant to four-year institutions 
rather than taking away money.  
 
Senator Alvarez moved to amend S.R. 86 – Resolution in Support of making the Nevada System 
of Higher Education more Affordable by substitution by unanimous consent.  
There was no dissent; motion carried.  
 
Speaker Martinez said there were physical copies of the substituted legislation was on the table.  
 
Senator Alvarez said the committee favorably recommended this piece of legislation as they saw 
the importance of making higher education affordable, especially in the State of Nevada. There 
was discussion of making the legislation into two resolutions but they decided to keep it as one.  
 
President Jackson wanted to clarify in regards to Senator Burton’s comment. How this works is 
that the policy of the grant would be changed but didn’t give anything binding about more funding 
being given. There is the possibility for the same amount of funding with more people applying 
for it and that can be translated as taking money away from community colleges and two-year 
institutions. She encouraged the body to clarify what they are in support of before giving this to 
Legislators. They have been doing a lot of work with higher education affordability and the 
Legislators came up with several options. If you support only expanding the SSOG and changing 
the Millennium, she encouraged the body to amend the title of the resolution to include those two 
proposals.  
 
Senator Amaya said if they looked at page 2, line items 12-15 did state it they are in support of 
establishing a new state grant for four-year institutions that was similar to the SSOG. It wouldn’t 
necessarily open it up to four-year institutions.  
 
Senator Grant asked how the SSOG is funded.  
 
Senator Amaya said she needed to look it up.  
 
Senator Sewell said that as far as she knew, it was funded through the state but didn’t know how 
exactly.  
 
Senator Grant asked if they knew how much extra it would cost the state.  
 
Senator Amaya didn’t know since this only asked the Legislature to explore new financial aid 
opportunities. She didn’t know how big the program would be.  
 
Senator Ahmed said he just realized there is an error. If they look at line items 13-17 on page 3, it 
does not match the data as he read it wrong.  
 
Senator Ahmed moved to amend page 3, lines 13-17 to read: “Whereas a 30-credit load total over 
the fall, spring, and summer semesters instead of a 15-credit load during the spring and fall 
semesters will lead to a greater flexibility in student schedules each semester while maintaining a 
clear path towards graduating in four years.” 
 
Senator Wilcox seconded.  
 
There was no disucsion on the amendment; the body moved to a vote.  
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Amendment carried. 
 
The body moved back to discussion on the bill as a whole.  
 
Senator Sewell asked if changing the Millennium GPA from 2.6 to 2.75 will improve the overall 
GPA of the students that stay in the University. She asked how that validated making the Nevada 
System Higher of Education more affordable since students would now have to maintain a higher 
GPA to keep the scholarship.  
 
Senator Amaya said the reason for that was because currently, you only have one semester to 
increase your GPA. The GPA would be increased because this would give you two semesters to 
bring up your GPA.  
 
Senator Sewell asked where the information came from.  
 
Senator Amaya said it came from the BDR that Director Worrall presented on.  
 
Director Worrall said the resolution that the body had on the table right now was based on the 
four proposals the interim committee called The Committee to Conduct a Study on the Cost and 
Affordability of Higher Education. They met in 2018 which was during the interim period between 
the last session the one coming up now. The reason it didn’t say BDR in the resolution was because 
those four proposals will change into bills and they didn’t want to add the BDR number since that 
BDR won’t technically exist anymore. This was a message for her Department to be able to lobby 
on behalf of the students for those bills. These are things that have been extensively studied in the 
past year and have been settled by the Legislature. It would be more helpful now for the body to 
compile any changes they want now so that can be made known to the Legislature. She hoped that 
made things clearer.  
 
Senator Grant asked if there was enough money at the state level to support adding money to the 
program or if they would have to take funds from other places.  
 
Senator Amaya didn’t look into that specifically.  
 
Director Worrall said the budget is passed by the new governor. Those things would be worked 
out between the Legislature and the governor. They decide where the funds go and there isn’t a 
way to control that.  
 
Dr. Beattie said the question he had was that currently, UNR freshmen needed a 2.6 GPA for your 
first 30 credits. If you don’t make that, then you lose it but you have one semester to get it back. 
And it doesn’t have to be right away. It can be over summer. He has seen students go to TMCC 
over the summer because they only needed to take six credits to get the Millennium back. He didn’t 
understand how this changed the Millennium outside of making the GPA requirement a 2.75 for 
your first 30 credits. That made it more difficult and would reduce the number of students that 
would receive the Millennium scholarship.  
 
Senator Rogaczewski believed there was an error on page 3 based on his own scholarship 
description. 
 
Senator said he was seeing a lot of errors and also going back to what Senator Grant said about 
getting more background, it didn’t make sense to vote on this now.  
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Senator Burton moved to send S.R. 86 – Resolution in Support of making the Nevada System of 
Higher Education more Affordable back to the Committee on Public Affairs.  
 
Senator Grant seconded.  
 
Director Worrall said the resolution is copy and pasted from the recommendations of the 
Committee. She wanted to double check the part that Senator Rogaczewski was talking about since 
this was talked about extensively by five or six Legislators and stake holders through several 
meetings. This was pretty much cut and dry.  
 
Senator Burton saw where they were coming from but something that would be nice is an appendix 
that would include data. He felt it needed more substance.  
 
President Jackson wanted to add a little bit of information. All the information from the committee 
and the data they collected was available online.  
 
Senator Amaya wanted to say there weren’t many errors with the newly edited one. The first was 
the one Senator Ahmed fixed. The other is from Senator Rogaczewski’s comment. They need to 
amend it to say 2.75 instead of 2.6 and that a typo. When they were working on this legislation, 
they were told the deadline was December 10th and that is why they submitted it. She admitted 
that that was the reason there were errors.  
 
Speaker Martinez said they were still in discussion on referring the legislation back to committee. 
He asked if there was any further discussion on that.  
 
Senator Alvarez said if this was sent back to committee, they won’t be able to reach the interim 
committee since they will be making the decision without a resolution. The deadline was December 
11th and they wont be meeting. 
 
President Jackson wanted to add one thing. Director Worrall had been at all the committee 
meetings throughout the summer and had been a part of the conversation. Any questions they had 
could be answered by her as she had been through all the documents.  
 
Speaker Martinez said they will move into a vote to send the legislation back to Public Affairs.  
 
Motion failed.  
 
The body moved back into discussion of the resolution as a whole.  
 
Senator Amaya moved to amend page 3, line item 2 to read: “a student must maintain a 2.75 GPA 
after the student earns 30 or more credits.”  
 
Senator Alvarez seconded.  
 
There was no discussion on the amendment; the body moved to a vote.  
 
Amendment carried.  
 
Senator Sewell suggested they recess for 20 minutes so they can work on the legislation and re-
word it. This way, everyone can make sure they understand what is going on. She had an entire 
page of notes of things that didn’t make sense and she wanted them to clarify it all. she didn’t want 
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to support this resolution because there were a lot of issues with it but since it was time sensitive, 
it needed to get done now.  
 
Senator Burton asked if she wanted to make the motion.  
 
Senator Sewell asked how long they needed.  
 
Senator Burton said 15 minutes should be good. It was 6:38 pm currently.  
 
Senator Sewell moved to recess for 15 minutes and reconvene at 6:53pm.  
Senator Burton seconded.  
There was no discussion at this time; the body moved to a vote.  
Motion carried; the body will reconvene at 6:53 pm.  
 
Speaker Martinez called the Senate meeting back to order at 6:53 pm in the Rita Laden Senate 
Chambers, 3rd Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding secretary, Andrea Godoy and 
Legislative Clerk Brooke Hansen.  
 
The body moved into roll call to re-establish quorum.  
 
Speaker Martinez and Senators Ahmed, Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Burton, Dobbs, Feil, Grant, Green, 
Hudson, Lemus, McKinney, Rogers, Rogaczewski, Sewell, Wilcox, Yeghiayan were present.  
 
Senators Clemons, Collins, and Hughes were absent excused. 
 
A quorum was present. 
 
The body moved back into discussion of S.R. 86 – Resolution in Support of making the Nevada 
System of Higher Education more Affordable. 
 
Speaker Martinez hoped they could get questions answered over the break.  
 
Director Worrall said the changing of the GPA for the Millennium was confusing in committee 
too and she was going to try her best to clarify it. Changing the GPA made higher education more 
affordable because at the moment, if you don’t reach the 2.6 GPA your first year, you lose the 
scholarship. With the changes, you get the funds even if you didn’t meet the GPA and you have 
two semesters to get your GPA back up. The funding would still be given to students This had 
been an issue because students that didn’t meet the GPA had to drop out since they didn’t have 
funding. This gave students another chance and increases the rate of graduation.  
 
Senator Sewell asked if it would increase the GPA for freshmen to be 2.75 rather than a 2.6 for 
the first 30 credits and a 2.75 for the remaining.  
 
Senator Rogaczweksi asked what the cutoff would be if for example, a student failed all their 
courses but they were still receiving funding.  
 
Senator Sewell said that is in what Director Worrall sent them. If you meet the GPA, you’re fine 
and if you don’t, you have one semester to bring up your GPA. If you don’t meet the GPA by the 
second semester, then you lose it. Her question was if you are able to reapply because page 2 said 
you wouldn’t be eligible anymore.  
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Senator Rogaczewski understood they would get funding for the second semester. What he wanted 
to ask is if a person would qualify if they received a 2.5 and were only .25 off.  
 
Senator Sewell said that is what the paragraph she was talking about said. If you meet that 2.75 
GPA, you are fine. If you don’t, you have one semester to bring your GPA up and you still 
receiving funding. If you don’t meet the GPA after that semester and you received funding, then 
you lose it. Her question is if you could re-apply for it. On the Millennium side you also had the 
credit requirements being changed to 30 credits over the course of fall, summer, and spring instead 
of 15 credits per semester. When it was made to be 15 credits, it stunted enrollment. If they are 
trying to lower credit load over fall, summer, and spring,  that was opposing to having students be 
involved because that encouraged students to stay enrolled. If you lower it, that goes against 
students graduating on time. That is her understanding. 
 
Senator Ahmed said you would still be taking the same amount of credits per year and will graduate 
on time, just with more flexibility since you could take 9 or 12 credits in the fall and make it up 
over summer. This way, you can spread credit load out to better account for a job.  
 
Senator Alvarez said this goes back to what Senator Sewell said. Basically, it aligned with the 
University’s push for 30 to Complete. If you had an emergency or couldn’t afford 15 credits per 
semester but could prove that you will complete them per year, then still able to qualify for SSOG. 
With the 30 credit, you could take 9 credits and take classes over winter or summer.   
 
Senator Dobbs asked if anyone knows if UNLV does 30 to Complete. 
 
President Jackson said the mission of 15 to finish is an NSHE mandate but each school has 
different marketing of it. UNR chose to use 30 to Complete and didn’t know how UNLV chose 
to implement it. A big push is 4 years to graduate for all institutions.  
 
Senator Grant said that without numbers and a budget breakdown, he didn’t see enough reason 
to support this legislation. 
 
Senator Aziz said the SSOG didn’t function the same as the Millennium and a student doesn’t get 
the same amount each time. You have to complete FAFSA and based on that is how what you 
receive is calculated. It is individually done and changes based on income and familial situations. 
With that flexibly, it allows for more students. He thought having students receive a little less so 
more students could have funds was great and didn’t see an issue with the budget.  
 
Senator Grant said as a follow up, regardless of Senator Ahmed’s point, he was not down to use 
more funding to give students more money for college.  
 
Senator Amaya pointed out that if they look at lines 5-8, the University ranks 3rd lowest for college 
participation. If they were to do what Senator Aziz was saying, more students could attend form 
lower income families and that would increase college participation.  
 
Director Worrall responded to Senator Sewell’s and Rogaczewski’s questions. Right now, if you 
don’t meet the requirements, you are automatically reinstated once you do. As far as how the 
recommendation was written, it didn’t look at how that would change. That was not to say that 
you would regain it and that wouldn’t change in this session. This legislative session is everywhere 
in terms of amendments and anything can happen. All budgets, bills, and BDR’s have to have fiscal 
notes attached. That is where interest groups go in and lobby for what they want. This resolution 
was just a signal for Legislative Affairs to know what students wanted. The rest of it will be figured 
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out by the Legislature and was very much their game.  
 
President Jackson wanted to clarify the process of the budget, since that is what the body was 
discussing. All entities submit a proposed budget to the governor and the governor sets a budget 
based on what was submitted. The budget that the governor creates must be approved by the 
Legislature. For right now, they should be setting those details aside because it was up to the 
Legislature and governor to decide how programs will be funded.  
 
Senator Sewell said to respond to Senator Aziz’s comment, she agreed with Senator  Grant and 
was not down with spreading out the same amount of funding to more institutions. She didn’t 
agree with giving students less money so that more students receive funding.  
 
Senator Amaya said they are not taking away money but rather are giving it to those that needed it 
most. This was all based on expected contributions from families.  
 
Director Worrall said that is where the budget being approved by the governor comes into play. 
No one is saying that the same amount of money will be distributed between four-year and two-
year institutions. The governor could propose a new source of funds. This didn’t mean that 
funding will be taken away from 2-year schools, just that the SSOG was being expanded to students 
in four-year institutions. However, the funds will be distributed is not known and there was no 
way to know unless her department went to talk to the governor. 
 
Speaker Martinez asked they keep the discussion to the legislation at hand as of right now.  
 
Senator Dobbs said regarding the discussion of a budget, the Millennium Scholarship was based 
on an agreement with tobacco companies from the 90’s where states received money from a huge 
lawsuit and each state decided how they wanted to spend their money. Nevada decided to make a 
scholarship. She believed there was roughly 40 years of funding left, roughly. That is where it was 
currently being funded from. If it was expanded, they may either run out of funds sooner or it 
would need to be expanded. She didn’t know about the SSOG.  
 
Senator Alvarez said the thing she liked about the legislation is that it benefited low income 
students. Many students couldn’t transfer to the University from a community college because of 
the Millennium requirements and this made it feasible. If you didn’t get the GPA you could still 
get the resource back. That is where she is at. She wanted them to take that into consideration. 
Although low income students will benefit from SSOG, now they will benefit from the Millennium 
too. 
 
Senator Burton asked Senator Aziz if the variable funding from SSOG was already proposed or if 
it was just an idea. 
 
Senator Aziz asked Senator Burton if he was asking about how they would decide how much 
students get.  
 
Senator Burton said yes.  
 
Senator Aziz said if you look at the NSHE website, you can see how the SSOG was calculated. It 
was calculated by subtracting the total cost of attendance from the student contribution, the 
expected family contribution, and FAFSA and other federal awards. The amount from that is the 
maximum amount you can receive. That is how they decide funding currently.  
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Dr. Beattie said to clarify, these two scholarships are in opposition where one is merit-based; if 
you meet the requirements you get money. The other one is need-based and is given through 
FAFSA where a student’s family contribution is used. The family’s contribution is calculated 
through this 1-page formula that takes into account everything mentioned above.  
 
Senator Grant wanted to thank them for explaining the budget process but he was still not okay 
with expanding the program and providing more funding for these students. 
 
Director Worrall wanted to mention that this is not time sensitive. The December 10th deadline 
was for new BDR’s. Since these proposals already went through committee and have been 
submitted, the December 10th deadline does not apply. The deadline would be more along the lines 
along February 4th or the first week of the semester.  
 
President Jackson said to clarify, these are guaranteed to be bills and will come up with actual 
numbers and budgets and they can write resolutions in favor of or against the numbers. This 
legislation is just to say you are in favor of the policy, not the numbers.  
 
Director Worrall said they had drafts of the bills; she can send them that.  
 
Dr. Beattie said you can always split the bill into two or keep hearing it as one.  
 
Speaker Martinez said the next meetings will be January 23rd and January 30th.  
 
Senator Burton said they can do a division of question to split up the legislation if they wanted to 
entertain each topic separately.  
 
Senator Sewell asked, for clarification, if the SSOG was need-based but also depended on the 
number of credits a student was enrolled in. 
 
Director Worrall said yes. 
 
Director Sewell asked if having to take 30 credits over the fall, summer, and spring terms only 
affected the Millennium and not the SSOG. 
 
Director Worrall said she didn’t understand the question and asked if anyone else could answer.  
 
Senator Aziz said yes. The Millennium was based on number of credits and was not affected by 
the amount of credits. 
 
Senator Sewell was confused on how you needed 30 credits over the course of the year but taking 
less.  
 
Dr. Beattie said you would still be taking the same amount of credits but you are breaking it up 
over more time. You are still progressing at same rate if you had taken 15 credits during the fall 
and spring. It would still be the same graduation. 
 
Senator Burton said it would be wise to have this go back to committee since the deadline is no 
longer what they anticipated and Dr. Beattie pointed out there are two questions in the legislation. 
He wanted to see the committee draft two pieces of legislation.  
 
Senator Alvarez said to clarify, the Millennium required students to be full time but the SSOG was 
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in response to the lack of 30 to Complete since students that are need-based may need to take less 
credits.  
 
Senator Burton moved to send S.R. 86 – Resolution in Support of making the Nevada System of 
Higher Education more Affordable back to the Committee on Public Affairs.  
 
Senator Grant seconded.  
 
There was no further discussion at this time; the body moved to a roll call vote. 
 
Aye:  
Nay: Alvarez, Amaya, Aziz, Green,  
Abstentions: none 
 
Motion to refer legislation back to committee carried.  
 

e. S.R. 86 – A Resolution Against the Proposed Title IX Changes by Education Secretary 
Betsy DeVos  

f. S.R. 86 – A Resolution in Opposition to the Demolition of the Historic Homes in the 
Proposed Gateway Precinct  
 

18. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
a. Senate Committee Changes  

There were no committee changes at this time.  
 

b. Senator Reports  
There were no reports at this time. 

 
19. COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no comments or announcements at this time.  
 

20. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Senator Alvarez said there was great discussion on the resolution. She wanted to see them at Public Affairs 
if they had opinions. This was just one piece of controversial legislation but there will be more next semester. 
If they are passionate about things like this, come to committee meetings for additional clarification and to 
have more great discourse when vetting out legislation. With that being said, if they felt strongly, join Public 
Affairs.  
 
Senator Rogers said if you are available over break after January and will be in Reno, she is planning to do 
the campus walk to check for accessibility and wanted as much help as possible. 
 
There was no further public comment at this time.  

 
21. ADJOURNMENT 

Speaker Martinez adjourned the meeting at 7:19 pm. 


