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Committee on Civic Engagement 
Senate of the Associated Students 86th Session  

Agenda for Friday, October, 19th, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.  
3rd Floor Joe Crowley Student Union- President’s Conference Room 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Feil called the Committee on Civic Engagement to order at 2:01 pm on the Third Floor 
of the Joe Crowley Student Union in the President's Conference Room. Presiding secretary, 
Dominique Hernandez 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

Senator Amaya, Collins, Feil, Lemus, McKinney, and Rogers were present. 
 

Senator Green, Clemons, and Amaya were absent excused. 
 

A quorum was present. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment at this time.  

 
4. MINUTES 

There are no minutes to be heard at this time.  
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
There is no old business to be discussed at this time.  

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Discussion on October’s Civic Engagement Event  
Senator Feil said that this had been so confusing. Originally it was on and then there was a 
scheduling conflict with elect all people. So they weren’t going to do it anymore so they took 
it off of GivePulse but then the City of Reno put out a press release that they were going to 
be partnering with them. So basically it wasn't going to be super formal, they’re going from 8 
to 10. They were doing a press release at 9. So if they could just come to Dick Taylor park if 
they could. If they couldn’t it was really ok. As long as they could stay they were going to 
clean up trash they were going to look through the park. It was an ASUN adopted park so it 
was really cool that they were part of this. They’d have trash bags and gloves. Some 
executive members were going and whoever else could go. They were also going to do a 
photo op and it was good press. Afterwards was elect all people. If they were presenting they 
didn’t need to go the whole time.  
  
Senator Amaya said the email that President Jackson sent said they were meeting at the Silver 
State Eatery.   
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Senator Feil said that they were now not going to partner with the Silver State Eatery 
because there was a falling out between the City of Reno and the Silver State Eatery. So, 
they’d meet in that area because it was all one big area. So it would be easy to find.  

 
b. Discussion on November’s Civic Engagement Event and Senator Updates 

Senator McKinney said he found two things he thought would be great to do. So the 
first was the annual Veterans day parade in Reno. That was going to be on Sunday 
November 11th at 11am. It was just a parade to celebrate Veterans. It started on the 
Virginia St. Bridge. He was not sure if that was on GivePulse but he found it while 
doing research. Second, since they were discussing something about thanksgiving, there 
was going to be a Scheels Turkey Trot. It was a 2k, 5k, and 10k walk. But those were just 
the two options that he found online when he was doing his research for this. He 
wanted to discuss if those were two good options or not.  
 
Senator Amaya asked Senator McKinney to repeat the dates and times. 
 
Senator McKinney said that the Reno Veterans Day parade was on Sunday, November 
11th, 2018. 
 

Dr. Beattie entered the room at 2:05 p.m. 
 

Senator McKinney said the parade gets underway around 11:30 a.m. but the ceremony 
traditionally starts around 11:11 a.m. Then the Scheels Turkey Trot 10k started at 8:30 
a.m. and the two mile fun run started shortly after around 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, 
November 22nd, 2018.  
 

Dr. Beattie left the room at 2:06 p.m. 
 

Senator Collins asked Senator McKinney if they were going to be volunteers at the 
events.  
 
Senator McKinney said that for the Veterans Day parade he just thought they should 
attend. For the Turkey Trot he has yet to contact anyone from that but if they wanted 
him to contact them he would so they could volunteer and possibly help set things up.  
 
Senator Amaya said that was Thanksgiving Day and she was not going to be in town and 
she was sure a lot of other people would not be in town either.  
 
Senator McKinney said ok.  
 
Senator Feil said she also disapproved of the event on thanksgiving since she also would 
also not be in town. She liked the idea but she thought it was unrealistic to ask students 
to come on that day. She did like the idea for November 11th though.  
 
Senator Feil asked Senator McKinney if there was any way he could get into contact 
with them to see if there was any volunteering opportunities. 
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Senator McKinney said yes he had their email at hand.  
 
Senator Feil asked if everyone was ok with that event.  
 
Senator Rogers said that she forgot that in October there was a trunk or treat at Kids 
Cottage at 6 p.m. It was sponsored by WeCare. They would just be giving out candy to 
kids in the foster care system who are orphans. It was on October 25th at 6 p.m. She 
knew it was short notice so if people were unable to attend she would’ve understood. 
She thought it would be fun though.  
 
Senator Feil said they had no school on Friday the upcoming week because of Nevada 
Day so she knew they had a couple of last minute meetings. She would personally just 
give an announcement at a Senate meeting to ask people if they could come. She would 
love to attend too so she would let Senator Rogers know if she could come. But she did 
think they should stick with the November 11th parade.  
 

Senator Clemons entered the room at 2:07 p.m. 
 

Senator Feil told Senator Clemons an update about what they were talking about for the 
November civic engagement event.  
 
Senator Feil asked Senator McKinney if he would like to explain. 
 
Senator McKinney said the Veterans day parade was on November 11th and started 
around 11 a.m. The event usually went on till about 1:00 p.m. or 2:00 p.m. It was just a 
parade for the Veterans. This year it was marking World War One as the Great War and 
he did not know why.  
 
Senator Rogers said it was because it was by Centennial. 
 
Senator Feil asked Senator McKinney to do more research and find exact times. Once 
he did if he could also send it to the Chair, herself, and Vice Chair, Senator Amaya. So 
Senator Amaya could make the GivePulse event for it and everyone could sign up 
through that for more organization for it.   
 
Senator McKinney said yeah. 
 
Senator Feil asked if anyone had anymore Senator Updates for future events.  
 
Senator Clemons said he thought he had an idea for his. He wanted to do a blanket 
drive.  
 
Senator Feil said she thought someone else was doing a blanket drive.  
Senator Clemons said he thought they could just collaborate with everyone and anyone 
on campus. As in, any organization club or class to get as many blankets or donations as 
possible.  
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Senator Feil said maybe they could focus on that for December. She told Senator 
Clemons to do more research so they could talk about that for their next meeting.  
 
Senator Rogers said they could make it a bag too that they could just put warm things in.  
 
Senator Feil said she knew coat drives were very in need at the moment.  
 

Dr. Beattie entered the room at 2:10 p.m. 
 

Senator Feil said to do more research so they could talk about it more next meeting and 
make it their December event.  
 
Dr. Beattie asked if they were talking about fundraisers.  
 
Senator Feil said kind of.  
 
Dr. Beattie said one of his associations did a coat drive every year so they could 
probably partner with them. They brought out trunks and did all kinds of things. If 
someone already started the process they could make it more robust and it would be 
easier to do things like that.  
 
Senator Feil asked who the contact person for that was.  
 
Dr. Beattie said he would contact Amy or Jessica Stack.  
 
Senator Feil asked Senator Clemons if he got that down.  
 
Senator Clemons asked Dr. Beattie to repeat it. 
 
Dr. Beattie said Amy Crothers or Jessica Stack.  
 
Senator McKinney said he would contact Senator Alvarez from public affairs so they 
could merge with them if they could.  
 
Senator Feil said yes she would really like that. 
 
Senator Amaya said once he had that they would talk and she would make the GivePulse 
event.  

 
c. Discussion on Wolf Pack Reading Week 

Senator Feil said this was something her and Senator McKinney were working on over 
the summer for a little bit. Last year, they did an assembly, a book drive, and went to a 
couple of schools.  They did a few presentations and they were talking to Amy, former 
Senator Flengus, and some other people from last year were working the ASUN event. 
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They did not really have any data or facts to show that it improved literacy rates. So she 
was working with Emma from community in schools from united way because when 
she went to the conference a lot of things they said involved not continuing things that 
were not working. To use more data and figure things out to make an impact. So she 
was working with her and asking what she needed because ASUN had a lot of 
volunteers and people willing to help her. She was going to get back to her about what 
she needed for the upcoming months. So they were going to turn wolf pack reading 
week into a volunteering and supportive thing. They already tried to improve literacy 
rates with their 8th graders because currently in Washoe County there were many 
schools of high need. So they were trying to help them and not just start another thing 
that we would not know if it worked or not. She was going to have her come to a 
meeting when she was freer since things were really busy for her.  
 
Senator Amaya asked when did this happen. 
 
Senator Feil said that Wolf Pack Reading Week usually was in the spring. But they were 
doing a lot of programing in the fall at this time. But Amy told her that they needed 
more help in the fall than in the spring so hopefully they’d get something going before 
winter break.  
 
Senator Clemons asked if they were talking about something general or specific. 
 
Senator Feil said they were talking about Wolf Pack Reading week. It was an event that 
was done last year that did not really have a lot of chutzpah. It was just kind of 
something they did to do and it made them look good to go into schools and read a 
book. She did not think it actually helped the community or improved literacy rates.  
 
Dr. Beattie said this was observational but he thought it probably did more for 
recruitment than it did for anything else.  
 
Senator Feil said she agreed. She did think recruitment was good and important. She was 
reading a little bit of No Walls 2025 and a big thing was improving the community and 
providing data for that. She just didn’t really think that Wolf Pack Reading week had 
really been doing what it was meant to do.  
 
Senator Collins asked if there were actual suggestions as to how to improve it or was 
that what she was working on. 
 
Senator Feil said it was like they did an event that was cool but it needed to be changed. 
She spoke to Amy a lot about it and she said there was a lot of stuff already in place to 
improve literacy rates and they did not have the training to education to know what was 
going on in the county to know exactly how to do that. There was already organizations 
that did. So just helping and supporting with whatever they could was probably their 
best move. Also working with the committee on academics too.  
 
Senator Amaya said they could also think of ways to measure the impact. For example, 
collecting the amount of books that were collected or anything that would help prove 
they did something.  
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Senator Feil said she agreed. 
 
Senator Collins asked if they did that last year. 
 
Senator Feil said yes they did but it was very unsuccessful. Because from her 
understanding, they were tabling or had bins out. College students would not just have 
extra childrens books in their backpacks. 
 
Dr. Beattie said it would be cool if there were a big event that was coming up and 
admissions was a children's book. He did not know if there was a club or organization 
that was doing something at the moment.  
 
Senator Feil said she was talking to Amy and the woman from communities and schools 
and they said book drives were really unhelpful for their cause. It looked good to get 
books for kids but it made no difference if the kids couldn't read them. There were 
many alternatives that she thought they should be implementing rather than doing 
empty gestures.  
 
Senator Rogers said she was going to say that she could see if they college of education 
could donate some books they had on the first floor. But, they were going to stray away 
from that. 
 
Senator Feil said she thought she just wanted to create an entirely new infrastructure and 
look at the bigger picture before deciding to do anything.  
 
Senator McKinney said he revoked his comment.  
 
Senator Feil said ok. She just wanted to update everyone on what she was working on. 
They also might have to switch their committee time so she would let them know when 
it would be more convenient. Once again if everyone could make it on Saturday at 8:00 
a.m. there would also be a press release if they’d like to be there at 9:00 a.m. as well.  

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Senator Clemons asked if they could talk about tabling for the DRC and when they wanted 
to do that.  

 
           Senator Feil said yeah.  
 
          Senator Clemons said he had Senators Wilday, Amaya, Feil, Yeghiayan and McKinney. 
 

Senator Feil said if he could send out a time to meet for those people in an email so they 
could discuss it or set up another meeting to meet and discuss it since everyone at the table 
could meet and help. She would just send out a when to meet, when to table, and when to 
discuss.  

 
   Senator Amaya said Senator Yeghiayan was meeting on Wednesday so they should text her.  
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8. ADJOURNMENT 
The Committee on Civic Engagement meeting was adjourned at 2:19 p.m. 
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