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Committee on Academics 
Senate of the Associated Students 86th Session  

Minutes for Friday, October 12th, 2018 at 1:00 p.m.  
3rd Floor Joe Crowley Student Union President’s Conference Room 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

Senator Collins called the Committee on Academics meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. in the 
President's Conference Room, Third Floor of the Joe Crowley Student Union. Presiding 
secretary, Dominique Hernandez.  

 
ROLL CALL 
Senator Collins, Ahmed, Amaya, Hughes, Lemus, Sewell, and Wilday were  
present.  
 
Senator Hudson and Wilcox were absent excused. 
 
A quorum was present. 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
There was no public comment at this time.  

 
3. MINUTES 

a. The minutes from May 4th, 2018. 
 
b. The minutes from September 14th, 2018. 

 
Senator Collins sought a motion to approve agenda items a through b through unanimous 
consent.  

 
Senator Amaya moved to approve agenda items a through b through unanimous consent. 
 
Senator Hughes said she approved as long as there was an error on the minutes saying 
“Board of Reagents” instead of “Board of Regents.” She didn’t know if that should be 
changed because that mistake would be changing the purpose.  
 
Senator Collins asked Dr. Beattie if that would be considered a clerical error.  
 
Dr. Beattie said it was a clerical error. 
 
There was no further decent to the motion. 
Motion carries 
 

4. OLD BUSINESS 
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a. Committee Senator Updates 
Senator Collins said she wanted to go around and do updates specifically with the committee’s 
liaison positions. Since Senator Lemus and Ahmed just joined, she welcomed them to join with 
other Senators in liaison positions. She said she would email them the information. The Faculty 
Senate liaison position has Senators Wilday and Wilcox, Office of Provost has Senators Hughes 
and Sewell, Office of Administration and Records has Senators Hughes, Hudson, and Amaya, 
since there is already three Senators in that positon there should be no more Senators working 
on that. Libraries liaison positions have Senators Amaya and Hudson, and lastly Help Centers 
and Tutoring has Senators Wilday and Sewell.  
 
Senator Collins asked that the committee now went around and shared their updates about their 
liaison positions like what their departments gave them as projects or what they asked of them. 
 
Senator Sewell said that she, along with Senator Hughes, spoke with the Provost and the Vice 
Provost. They went over a bunch of different information. Some of the key points included that 
the interdisciplinary was just now science and not general studies. They spoke about summer 
classes and how they wanted to get the formula funding for STEM classes so that turned into a 
three semester college. Then, the issues that came up with that. They had a full staff that was 
trying to figure out how they would formulate it to work for the following year since it would be 
implemented the summer of 2020 if it were to go into place and whether or not it was approved 
in May or June. He had been in contact with Speaker Martinez about it but his issues were just 
the different faculty because current faculty just worked for Fall and Spring semesters. If they 
were to work for the summer they would not have a semester to do research. Figuring out how 
they would do that as well as classes. Specifically, for engineering classes we had prerequisites 
that followed the four year plan. So, if those classes were to be offered in the summer it would 
be up for debate whether or not students would be required to take them in the summer. As 
well as giving students three year graduation plans because they had an extra summer to take 
classes. As well as student housing, maintenance repairs, and financial aid. Those were all 
worries with that. They also talked about his title. Although his title is Provost it is kind of like 
the Chief Academic Officer so he was in charge of everything. They also talked about how 
ASUN had a strategic plan, they also had a strategic plan called the University Strategic Plan 
which they updated every six to seven years. As well as a master plan and next year they were 
going to update their University Strategic Plan so wanted to get into contact with whatever 
Senators ASUN would have next year so they understood what our plan was and what their 
plan was. To make sure that the plans overlapped and we could have worked together to do 
things. Senator Wilday and her spoke with the Math Tutoring Center and the University 
Tutoring Center and they had not heard back from the writing center at that time.  
 
Senator Collins asked if Senator Sewell spoke to both Tutoring Centers in person. 
 
Senator Sewell said yes. With the Math Tutoring center they had spoken with them about where 
they get all of their funding from as well as what they did. They have walk-ins and the Tutoring 
Center was not generally one on one tutoring it is more for walk-ins to come and do math. 
They did enough events for outreach however they felt as though they were not reaching 
enough students because students were scared to get tutoring. They thought that kids thought 
that if they needed tutoring they were not smart enough students. Their main concern was with 
their academic success fee, which had not been updated since 2010. Students paid $25 in 
academic success fees which went towards the Math Center. However, they’ve outpaced that 
with enrollment so they were still not getting enough funding. Even though ASUN gave them 
funding which was believed to be about $8,800 or something, they outsourced as well which 
they got around $35,000 from 365 Learning. They also got money from the math department 
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and some of our Vice Provost paid for half of Daniel’s salary. So, even though she had an 
academic position in the Tutoring Center or Vice Provost paid half of her salary which was 
interesting.  
 
Senator Collins asked Senator Sewell if the funds were going towards salaries of the people that 
were in the center and if that was why they said they did not have enough funding.  
 
Senator Sewell said yes. They also had the student technology fee, which had an increase every 
year so it just increased by itself. Maybe there should be a discussion on a Legislation on 
whether or not the academic success fee should or should not have an increase built into it. The 
other concern was that graduate students did not pay the academic success fee. They did not 
pay the $25 they only paid $5 for the Writing Center. Although, graduate students still used the 
Math Center. We did not know if that was fair or not. As far as the Tutoring Center went, they 
spoke with Marsha who was in charge of that. They did a bunch of stuff but it is all legitimate. 
She did not have any issues with anything regarding the Tutoring Center other than wanting to 
do an information campaign with them. They had a really strict way in which they deal with 
undergraduate students versus graduate students, where they got their money, how they used 
their money, and how it is allocated. It was all fairly impressive actually.  
 
Senator Collins asked Senator Sewell to confirm her statement on the academic success fee that 
graduate students did not pay. Also if the Math Center would prefer graduate students pay the 
fee since they did use their services.  
 
Senator Sewell joked that Dr. Beattie can attest with the statement that graduate students did 
not like paying for anything.  
 
Senator Sewell said that every time they went to have the graduate students approve the 
academic success fee they did not. So, the GSA said that basically said they would pay $5 to use 
the Writing Center since they Math Center only did tutoring for undergraduate classes. But, 
somehow they still had graduate students go in to ask math related questions. So, they were 
debating what the graduate students should pay. 
 
Dr. Beattie said the students had come to a time in office in the Senate where finances had 
become a thing. President Johnson, a long time ago, made a stipulation that the student Senate 
and the students in general agreed to this continuous tuition and that there would be  no new 
fees until 2019. So, people had been coming in the past few years asking for things and the 
answers were the same, no new fees. That did not mean that existing fees could not be raised. 
So, two or three years ago ASUN agreed to raise the technology fee because the internet on 
campus was awful and there were many places on campus students could not get any WIFI 
reception. ASUN agreed and voted for that fee. Historically, there were a lot of things that the 
undergraduate population utilizes that the graduate students paid a lot less into or just did not 
pay into. For example, campus escort. However, they did, every several years, generally allocate 
funds. When the fitness center was first built, the undergraduate student population voted for a 
fee to build the building. GSA did not have the same foresight as ASUN and they voted it 
down. The building got built, and the undergraduates were paying $25 a semester and worked 
out in a fantastic gym. Graduate students then said they wanted to be able to work out in the 
gym and then they said that would be $200 a semester since not all graduate students would be 
paying. He did not actually know what the number was he just made that number up, but he 
knew it was much more than the $25 a semester fee. When they got wind of that they went back 
and voted it in graduate student fees so they could utilize that facility. There were certain 
reasons people had to remember because many graduate students are international students. 
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When new fees came in for international students it could be detrimental due to the high cost of 
being an international student in general. First, they were paying to be out of their country and 
then they paid international student fees. So, there were some challenges there and there were 
some graduate students that were working 20 hours a week as well. Dr. Beattie said he sat on 
GSA for three years and pretty much when anything financial came up, they had to fight for it. 
What it was, was tight finances and different kinds of fees. There was also perceived ideas that 
graduate students would have no use for these things. However, we knew because we tracked 
the data that graduate students do use campus escort and the food pantry. That used to be a 
collaborative effort too between GSA and ASUN. Everyone knew that we were flat this year 
and that ASUN’s budget isn’t unlimited. Things to remember were that the university had a 
$600 million dollar budget and ASUN had a $2.3 million dollar budget. So, when people come 
to you looking for different things, it was their job to convince you that it was within the best 
interest of ASUN. We had talked about this before that everyone had an agenda. He has an 
agenda he is paid to have an agenda it is to educate Senate and other student officers. An 
agenda was not necessarily bad. However, the question was that was someone else's agenda 
aligning with yours. Or, was their equity in the process. Was there somewhere else that money 
could be found. ASUN creates initiatives and put money into those things but from an 
academic department that did not have any money they saw this as a potential funding source. 
You saw this anywhere there was funding like the GSA or the Provost office. What these 
individuals were doing was coming in and it did not mean that what they were coming in for 
was a bad thing. What ASUN needed to consider was what was in the best interest for 
undergraduate students and if they were the ones that should be paying for it. Sometimes, there 
are great things that should be happening on campus but that did not mean that the ASUN $5 
per student fee that was given to ASUN was the appropriate funding source for that. So, these 
were just some of the questions I’d like ASUN to ask themselves when considering the best 
responsible use of these public funds or was it something that should’ve been paid for by the 
academic department, enrollment services, or somewhere else. Especially when a new tax comes 
in. For example, the new graduation tax that was passed. That’s what it was it was a fee and a 
tax paid. If students wanted to be able to graduate on the quad, prices went up and it was 
necessary. Also, be careful about passing too many different fees because then it really burdened 
some students. It was a very hard decision to make. Just think every time people ask for money 
if that was the best use or would something else be the best use. Like what was just passed 
through budget and finance as well as Senate, the ASUN budget was reduced by 3%. People 
just thought that ASUN had an endless supply of money coming in like a money tree but it did 
not. If you were going to be paying for something like keeping libraries open longer or peoples 
salaries, think carefully if you want ASUN to make that happen.  
 
Senator Collins asked Dr. Beattie to confirm his statement on the graduate students at one 
point allocating the funds instead of paying the fee for campus escort.  
 
Dr. Beattie said he was unsure about how many years it is. When he was on there they had 
money left over and were operating $19,000 to ASUN to buy campus escort vans. It was not 
that they were not contributing, and he was unsure about percentages of contribution versus 
use it. But, campus escort was largely and almost fully funded by ASUN. Shannon Ellis had a 
parents fund where people donate and she used to put some of that money in to get vans as 
well. When Brandon was President she used some of that money to put in hydration stations in 
all of the colleges because it was really expensive. ASUN did get some outside help from 
different people and Shannon's office especially. GSA would also do that but he was unsure if it 
is once every 3 years or once every 5 years. Yes although they used the service and ASUN paid 
for it, they did give some vans. Different things are important to graduate students and 
undergraduate students and the big thing was professional conferences. Especially if they were 
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moving from the bachelors program to the phD program. They spent a lot of their money on 
travel and professional conferences. Also undergraduate fee was much smaller and had less 
students. When I was there their funding pot was around $400,000 versus ASUN’s budget of 
2.3 million.  
 
Senator Collins said that they'd have to find the proportions of undergraduate students and 
graduate students that actually used the math center.  
 
Senator Collins asked Dr. Beattie if it would be a good idea to sit down with the graduate 
student association to discuss possibly allocating any funds they had left over to the math 
center.  
 
Senator Wilday said that was something that she was going to talk about once it came around. 
She was planning on attending a GSA meeting and adding a public comment about this because 
when they were talking to the math center about the funds they had to get from all these 
random places. Director Daniel said half of her paycheck was from the Provost office. That 
should not be coming from there. Also, they expressed that since so many graduate students did 
come into the math center she wanted to talk to GSA specifically because graduate students did 
not take silver core credits. She wanted to figure out some sort of way to maybe tailor it towards 
graduate students who were doing STEM studies or something like that.  
 
Senator Sewell said she went to talk to the tutoring center and they were unaware that they 
could request money from ASUN.  
 
Senator Sewell asked Dr. Beattie if that was bad because they were not getting any funds from 
ASUN. She asked why they did not know about that.  
Dr. Beattie said in general he thought that people shouldn’t request money from ASUN. That 
was his personal opinion. ASUN should all create their own initiatives. It was different when 
there is a fee and people were looking for ASUN support. For example, the career center didn’t 
come to ASUN and say they wanted to start an internship program and ask for $60,000. 
Instead, ASUN said they wanted students to have liveable wages and wanted to pay at least 
$10.50 an hour and have jobs in which would go into their careers. They then created that 
program and went to the career studio and asked them to carry it out if ASUN provided some 
funding. That was a true partnership. Same thing happened when they realized that 
undergraduates should have been doing research if they wanted to go to graduate school. So, 
they wrote a resolution and got into contact with the office of undergraduate research and said 
they’d provide them with $25,000 would you give that out in research grants. While some 
people just came and said they needed money to plant trees and asked ASUN to fund it. It 
should not have worked that way. Everyone has their agendas too and it was understandable 
that ASUN was a funding source they could’ve approached.  
 
Senator Sewell asked why does the math center and writing center get money from ASUN but 
the tutoring center does not.  
 
Dr. Beattie said he didn’t think that the writing center or math center get money from ASUN. 
They got a fee that ASUN passed a resolution in support of. ASUN didn’t just write a check. 
He could be mistaken, but in his five years he had never heard that. His understanding was that 
the Provost came in and asked ASUN to write a resolution in support of a $25 per semester fee 
to go to those two areas. Then, ASUN wrote a resolution in favor of. He could be wrong he 
wasn’t working here when that happened but that was what he understood when Provost came 
in to speak to Senate a few months ago. Sandy would be able to answer that directly because she 
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knew more about all the fine workings of the finances. But, that was generally how it worked or 
they’d come up with a program and sign an agreement with an office then send the money. 
Usually though they’d see those people come into Senate and report just like the Pack 
Internship people would come in and report where all the money went. Scott Mensing would 
come in and report which students and how much each student got it and how much their 
research was.  
 
Senator Collins asked Senator Wilday if she’d like to add anything. 
 
Senator Wilday said yes she’d like to add a few things about tutoring. Earlier, before the 
summer started she met with the career studio and spoke with them. Some of the common 
factors they were having issues with between the math center, tutoring center, and the career 
studio were that they just wanted more outreach. Like, more information put out there for all 
the resources they offered. She and Senator Sewell wanted to have an information session 
where they table. They were going to have a meeting with Inkblot the next week to create flyers 
that had a list of all of the resources people could’ve used for midterm season with all of the 
centers, relevant numbers, and maybe some events that were going to happen through the 
semester like review sessions. That was something they were going to work on that was still a 
work in progress because they hadn’t met with the writing center yet. That was what they were 
doing for the help centers. Also, she had an idea for resolution. Something the tutoring center 
and the math center said was that the academic success fee for the undergraduate students was 
$25 and it had been like that for ten years. They really believed that was an outdated number 
and they did not have enough money to allocate to all of their resources they had and all the 
new tutors they had to hire. Things like that because the school had been growing so much 
within the past ten years. She wanted to write a resolution in favor of reevaluating the academic 
success fee and then sending it to the people who would actually making that decision. That was 
everything on help centers that she had at the time. 
 
Senator Collins said she thought that was a great idea and she was unaware that it had not been 
updated in ten years. She said to be annoying and continue contacting the writing center 
because it was important to see what was on their agenda. If they were not responding to 
emails, maybe it was a good idea to go in person or call them. 
 
Dr. Beattie said just for verification, currently the students pay several fees. For example, the 
registration fee was per credit because in the state of Nevada it was illegal to charge instate 
student’s tuition, so they charge per credit fees. Also, the ASUN fee per credit was $5, 
technology fee per credit was $9, the health center fee was only charged to students enrolled in 
6 or more credits, that fee was $93 but it was also a one-time charge, counselling fee for 
students enrolled in 6 or more credits was $50, performing arts fee was $5, the student union 
fee for students in less than four credits was $25, the student union fee for students in four or 
more credits was $94, fitness center fee which was $5-$4, and the academic success fee which 
was $25. That was what made up the bill, pretty much.  
 
Senator Collins told Senator Wilday that if she did get in touch with GSA, to let her know how 
that went. Also, if she could find out the ratio of undergraduate students to graduate students 
that attended the math center. It would be interesting to see if there was a large amount of 
graduate students who attend the math center, considering that they did not pay an academic 
success fee. That was something to consider.  
 
Senator Collins asked Senator Hughes if she had any updates on any of her liaison positions. 
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Senator Hughes said that Senator Sewell covered everything on the Provost position and that 
was really important. She was also working with all of the interns to explain to them the 
importance of the strategic plan. She announced to all the Senators that they should all be doing 
that as well. One thing, he did want to come in and talk to everyone about that. Personally, she 
believed it would be beneficial to get all of the Senators input like during Senate. However, that 
was Senator Collins call.  
 
Senator Collins said she thought that would be great.  
 
Senator Hughes said that it should be brought up multiple times because he did want to have 
the master plan, strategic plan, and their plan incorporated into the Universities plans. She 
thought that would be awesome. 
 
Senator Hughes asked Senator Collins what the other liasion positon she was supposed to be 
doing was.  
 
Senator Collins said Senator Hughes was on the Office of Administration and Records with 
Senators Hudson and Amaya. She also said it was her fault if they couldn’t get in touch with 
them. She could only find one email to contact them. 
 
Senator Hughes said she actually had a contact there so she could work on that. Last meeting, 
she had brought up all the College of Engineering Senators were concerned with differential 
fees. She had an update on that, she applied for that position and she was elected as a 
representative on the differential fees committee. So, that was one of the major concerns with 
academia within their college representing 2,700 people. She would then be able to have a lot 
more input on that.  
 
Senator Sewell said she had an update on that as well. Apparently another thing their differential 
fees covered were the PASS leaders through the tutoring center. They paid for their PASS 
session leaders because they were expected to have more in those classes because those classes 
were so hard. They overall pay for more PASS leaders because they wanted more or they had 
under 100 students. That was another thing to be thought about as well if they did not have 
over 100 students in a class, even though they wanted a PASS leader, they would not provide 
one. So, they had to pay for it through differential fees.  
 
Senator Collins asked Senator Hughes to confirm what position she had just gotten. 
 
Senator Hughes said she was the representative for the civil engineering department for the 
committee on differential fees. She was unsure of the official name for it but it had to do with 
differential fees. So, they had to meet with the Dean and made proposals. Also, another thing 
on behalf of the engineering Senators, they were going to meet with the Dean and hopefully 
write a differential fees proposal. This was not ASUN funding but it was just representation to 
change the doors locks in the ECC so that students could access it with their wolf cards so they 
could use Autocad and Matlab any time that the building was open.  
 
Senator Collins said that was cool and it was good to hear that Senator Hughes was a new 
representative for that so she could keep the committee updated.   
 
Senator Wilday said she had more updates. These updates were more specific to the things she 
was working on and some things she discussed that morning with University Affairs. She was 
working on a resolution solo project for peer advising. She emailed Speaker Martinez and the 
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head of the College of Liberal Arts advising to give her some help on that as well. She was still 
waiting for a response from the College of Liberal Arts but she believes it would be a really 
quick resolution to write. Once she starts going to those meetings it should be on the table 
soon. That morning, the Dean of Libraries came to talk to the Committee on University Affairs 
just to talk to them about things this committee had talked about before as well. She also 
wanted to let the committee know she spoke to the Dean about maybe doing another sort of 
information campaign for the knowledge center and doing some community outreach just for 
some of the things the knowledge center had done. As well as specifically how to use the 
library. For example, the library uses a library of congress system and how we could educate 
that to everyone at UNR so they could feel comfortable using the library. That was pretty much 
it.  
Senator Collins said when she spoke to the library over the summer one of their big things were 
getting outreach to students to show them what the library had to offer. Specifically some of 
their newer VR stuff they had done down stairs. With regards to the library she knew that in the 
past the committee had spoken about possibly extending the libraries hours during finals and 
how ASUN had considered funding securities salary for the extended hours. In her personal 
opinion, just considering the ASUN budget cut, she did not think it would have been beneficial 
to put a lot of effort into that project. She had spoken with the Dean of Libraries again and they 
did not want to help fund at all they just wanted ASUN to cover it to see if it worked. She did 
not have the quote exactly but she knew the quote was fairly expensive to pay the security 
guards. They also wanted to do a six week trial and having the library open for that long would 
have been a lot of money. Considering the ASUN budget cut it might not have been the best 
idea. If the committee was still interested though, they can continue to look into it and reach 
out to them again. However, she did not think that should’ve been the committee’s main 
priority.  
 
Senator Wilday said she might have tried to find some kind of financial loopholes that they 
could have maybe jumped through. 
 
Senator Collins said she still thought it was a good idea and she did not want to kill the idea. 
However, as of then it was too difficult to conduct.  
 
Senator Amaya said she did not have many more updates. After the academic integrity board 
training, she just wanted to review their changes for the year because they had made a lot of 
different procedures due to the different levels of academic dishonesty. Some of the levels, 
however, seemed very harsh. For example, a level two offense was considered signing in for a 
friend and she thought that was kind of excessive. She was going to review that and she spoke 
with Speaker Martinez about it as well. As far as libraries goes, Hudson and her were going to 
do exactly what they said they were going to do about the VR and the outreach. They currently 
had a 150 years of history on the VR on the first floor. She did not really understand it so she 
was also trying to figure that out. She also completely forgot she was a liaison for the Office of 
Admissions and Records so she would get started on that. 
 
Senator Collins said if they wanted to work together for the outreach for the library that would 
be great. As far as the academic integrity board, she had also gone through that training herself 
and she was a part of the board as well.  She also said she would email Senators Ahmed and 
Lemus the potential liaison positions.  

 
Dr. Beattie asked Senator Ahmed and Lemus if they were comfortable in ASUN yet. 
 
Senator Lemus joked and said she was kind of lost. 
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Senator Collins said they should feel free to ask any questions if they were confused.  
 
Dr. Beattie said the committee can update them on anything they had missed as well as any 
training.  
 
Senator Wilday said she was free right after the meeting if the new Senators wanted her to 
explain any information and that she would send them an email anytime.  
 
Senator Collins said they should feel free to ask her any questions and she kept forgetting they 
were new to the committee. 
 
Senator Lemus said she was unsure about what the committee encompasses. 
 
Senator Lemus asked if the committee did any research study. 
 
Senator Collins said she was working a lot with the office of undergraduate research and that 
the Committee on Academics was a big part of undergraduate research and that they actually 
funded a lot of the undergraduate research awards. Scott Mensing, the director of 
undergraduate research, for some reason did not want to come into one of the committee 
meetings. However, he would be coming into Senate to speak to all the Senators. As of then, 
they were kind of on top of things.  The Committee on Academics did have a lot to do with the 
office of undergraduate research as well as the Nevada State Undergraduate Research Journal. 
The coeditors were going to be coming in the following week to speak with the committee.  
 
Dr. Beattie said yes they did everything with undergraduate research. The members of the 
committee worked with Scott to allocate the funds as well. Both through the National 
Undergraduate Research Award and the International Research Awards. That was where they 
paired someone with a mentor over summer conduct research.  
 
Senator Collins said that she knew that when Senator Lemus was running for a position, on her 
platform she was really big on one of the silver core requirements. Academics had a big play in 
that as well. The committee could not change those requirements themselves however, they did 
have contact with the Provost office which was head of that. She would recommend Senator 
Lemus teaming up with the liaisons for the Provost office with Senators Sewell and Hughes. If 
Senator Lemus wanted to team up with them that would have been a great idea. As far as her 
own updates though, she had gotten into contact with Cynthia and Camie Lee who were the 
two girls who came and spoke with the committee about the Tiny Betas Science Fair. She 
booked the ballrooms for the science fair on January 31st, 2019 which was a Thursday. They 
were anticipating a Friday but every single Friday was booked out until the end of the year for 
Nevada Bound.  Unfortunately they could not get a Friday but it was going to be a Thursday 
from 9am to 2pm. They had a long way to go but the committee should have marked this down 
in their calendars. They emailed her that morning the list of clubs they’d like to invite and they 
sent a template of what to say to them as well. They were going to send the emails to the clubs 
first to see if they were interested at all before attempting to go speak to them. She was going to 
divide up the clubs so each committee member would each have a few. All they had to do was 
copy and paste the template and fill in their name and fill in the club. If they did not get a 
response she was going to continue telling them to get into contact with them because of the 
importance of getting a large amount of clubs to attend. They did rent out the entire ballroom 
space because the past year they had a really good outcome, they had about 400 elementary 
students attending. As for the social justice scholars program, they had not touched on that a 
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lot. She still had not gotten any questions from the committee and she knew she had a couple 
questions but she did not want to call those institutions with only a couple of questions. 
President Jackson had asked her for a thorough in depth report of the other institutions social 
justice scholars program.   
 
Senator Wilday said she was really interested in working on the social justice scholars program. 
She had spoken to President Jackson recently about meeting with the Dean of Liberal Arts to 
talk to her about it and possibly fund it through undergraduate research. She wanted to get all of 
the Liberal Arts Senators on board with it as well because it was a political science aimed idea. 
She wanted to start working on that within the next couple of weeks so she wanted them to 
send her questions so she could also start doing research on it.  
 
Senator Collins said that was great and she had just wanted to touch on that because her talk 
with President Jackson was a long time ago so she wanted to get the ball rolling. She did not 
think Senators Lemus and Ahmed were on the committee when they spoke about the social 
justice scholars program. There were other institutions in the nation like in Indiana, UCLA, and 
another UC school. President Jackson had come across them at a conference and knew that 
they had those programs in place. They all had different names but the general idea was a social 
justice program. It was run by students and each of them got funded different ways. They 
basically just held many events and had speakers come to speak on social justice issues. Overall 
it was just many different things that surrounded social justice. President Jackson's idea for 
them was to potentially team up with undergraduate research. Undergraduate research had 
recently explained wanting research done outside of STEM because STEM seemed to be the 
biggest. There were not a lot of humanities that participated in research. Her ideas were to use 
the funds from undergraduate research to fund the social justice scholars program. Not only 
would they have had speakers come but they would also have been conducting research with 
things involving social justice. That was the premise for the program but what the committee 
was currently working was researching this type of program in other institutions and creating a 
list of questions for getting into contact with them. Afterwards they’d type of a fairly detailed 
report to present to the office of undergraduate research as well as the College of Liberal Arts. 
Over the summer, they had learned about a company called Freenters that was based out of 
Chicago and the CEO had contacted her expressing interest of bringing that program to the 
university. That company would offer free printing to students on campus because it was not 
free. This would give students free printing by adding an advertisement that the end of every 
four pages for local and nationwide businesses. Those businesses paid the company to have 
their advertisements on the paper and that money was then used to pay for the printing. He 
contacted her in hopes of bringing that to the university and so they had been working on it. 
She had just gotten into contact with the IT department to see if they could even implement 
that into the school. The meeting went well and they said that it was possible but IT was 
currently working on getting all the printers on campus universal. This was because different 
departments on campus had been using different types of printers and so they were working on 
getting all the printers across campus to be the same. They said depending on how difficult it 
was going to be it could be done by the end of the year around December, January, or even 
May. That could have possibly affected even introducing this to campus. However, they said it 
was a good idea and that they were on board with it. Depending on how long their project took, 
they would want to make all the printers universal before implementing free printing. The 
committee’s next steps for the moment were to find a stakeholder, which was basically just 
someone who said they support this idea fully. She was going to get into contact with student 
services, probably Shannon Ellis because she generally supported the things that ASUN does. 
She was going to ask her what she thought of the whole idea. That was all she had for updates.  
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5. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Discussion on inviting clubs to attend the Tiny Betas Science Fair  

 
Senator Collins said the committee was going to skip agenda item 7a because she had already 
touched on the topic in her updates. 
b. Discussion on S. Res. 86 A Resolution in Support of Changing the Requirements 

for Graduating with Latin Honors 
 
Senator Collins said they had all seen this at Senate but it was referred back to the 
committee so they were going to discuss it again. She added a couple new line items. 
Page 2, 11-17 were suggested by Senator Hudson after Provost Carmen came and spoke 
with them. It was noted that not only would the new criteria that was being proposed 
change the GPA but it would also remove the necessity for students to take a certain 
amount of credits. It would strictly be based on GPA so no more credits or 
requirements for transfer students.  
 
Senator Collins sought a motion to favorably recommend Senate Resolution 86 A 
Resolution in Support of Changing the Requirements for Graduating with Latin Honors.  
 
Senator Wilday moved to favorably recommend Senate Resolution 86 A Resolution in 
Support of Changing the Requirements for Graduating with Latin Honors through 
unanimous consent.  
 
There was no decent to the motion. 
 
The committee moved into a discussion.  
 
Senator Collins said she already described the new things that were added. Senator 
Hughes sent out an email to everyone. 
 
Senator Hughes said she sent it to everyone on the committee in which she could 
remember their emails. She had sent it to Emily, Hailey, April, and Dylan. She could also 
send it out to everyone else. She basically had sent out a list of what other similar 
colleges were doing and how they do their Latin honors. Some universities had a set 
GPA across their university, others had a set GPA in every college, other universities 
had a set percentage, and other universities had a set percentage within the colleges. She 
would send on the email to the rest of the committee. 
 
Senator Collins said she actually forgot to say that she had added another note in there 
after Provost Carmen had spoken with them. Originally, he sent her a criteria that was 
really strict. Then, when he had spoken with Senate he gave them different criteria so 
she had to change all that. After looking through the data, with the new criteria, if it 
were to be applied to the 2018 graduates, there would have been 13.66% of those 
students graduating with Latin honors. With the criteria that was currently set, there was 
only 6.54%. That was pretty low. The office of Provost’s goal was to get at least 10%. 
That was just something to consider. If it were to be kept how it currently was, the 
percentages were fairly low. If it were to be changed it more than likely would increase 
the amount of students graduating with Latin honors.  
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Senator Hughes said she did not like proposal that the Provost was giving. First off, she 
wanted to reference line item 3 on page 2, “...Whereas, using the proposed criteria 
approximately 10% of graduating seniors would qualify for Latin honors.” That was a 
quote from Provost Carmen and she had done the calculations based on the information 
that he sent them. For example, the College of Agriculture would go from 9.8% to 
15.04% but then the College of Business would go from 8.66% to 6.3% of students 
receiving it; while the College of Health Science would have over 25% of them 
graduating with it. For example, and this could have been an issue with interdisciplinary, 
but 2.99% would be getting it from interdisciplinary. Journalism and Business would 
both have less than 7% of their students graduating with Latin honors. So, 7% versus 
28% would be completely unfair and she did not know exactly what the answer to that 
would be. In addition, the whole idea behind this, as stated in page 2 line item 6, they 
were doing this to establish a clear criteria. However, based on the graduating class two 
years previous, should believe it was already obvious as a sophomore, students would 
already know what their criteria would be. If they wanted to access that information it 
would have already been available because that class had graduated. As a sophomore 
they already knew what the criteria would be. So, she disagrees with it on that sense. 
Additionally, she did not like getting rid of the semester credit requirements. That would 
also have caused problems and have brought in unnecessary variables.  
 
Senator Wilday said she did not really approve of that proposal for all of the same 
reasons as Senator Hughes. In regards to the inequality of who would be getting Latin 
honors within the college, in order to solve the problem that was trying to be solved, 
they should make sure people were educated on what Latin honors was and to have a set 
requirement for each college. She thought they should write legislation in favor of doing 
that so it would be more equitable. She thought that would be a good way to fix the 
legislation to make it more like what they want it to be.  
 
Senator Collins said if that was the decision then she thought from there a whole new 
criteria would have to be proposed as well as a whole new legislation.  
 
Senator Sewell said she didn’t really like how Provost Carmen went about this. At first, 
they started off with his set rules and the bottom one was a 3.8 GPA. Now, it was a 
3.75. Additionally, now they had distinctions that transfer students needed that were 
then being removed. That was not very clear to those in Senate either. Now, the criteria 
had two parts of it and she didn’t really agree with either of them. Like Senator Hughes 
said, having transfer students come in and not be required to take a certain amount of 
credits at this university anymore could lose the distinction of Latin honors for them. 
Because, they could have not done very well in whatever school they transferred from 
because they only needed a certain GPA to come here. Then, they could get a 4.0 their 
last year and graduate with the highest of Latin honors because they did not need to 
have a certain amount of credits here anymore. She felt like Latin honors would lose its 
sense of distinction since transfer students were not required to take the same classes 
non transfer students are. 
Senator Collins said she knew she kept talking about Provost Carmen but he was the 
person who recommended this. But, she wanted to mention that it was not just Provost 
Carmen it was also all of their Deans. She didn’t know specifically what each Dean had 
to say about it but she knew that the majority of them voted in support of this. She did 
not want to just put Provost Carmen on the spot because all of the Deans said that they 
wanted this.  
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Senator Hughes said first of all she would like to accredit Senator Collins for mentioning 
that it would be increasing the amount of people who get it. There was issues with the 
current criteria as well since only 6.54% of students are receiving this based on a criteria 
that should’ve allowed 10%. She did believe the system had issues but she did not think 
that this legislation was the way to fix it. She did believe they should have been 
advocating for change but personally she did not approve of that proposal. With that 
said, it would have been really good to encourage at least one person from each college 
to talk to their Dean. Because, if it was not time sensitive, she’d like to hear why the 
Deans were approving it. As well as expressing their concerns to the Deans. She did feel 
really passionate about the issue because it went further than them just writing legislation 
that was not going to change anything. Expressing their concerns to their Deans would 
be really appropriate as well.  
 
Senator Collins said she did not know what the rest of the Senate body would have to 
say. They could both bring that back to Senate so the entire Senate body could discuss it 
or they could kill it there and go back to speak with the Provost and come up with 
another proposed criteria. They could also go speak with the Deans and try to compose 
an entire new criteria based on having one set GPA.  
 
Senator Sewell said she thought they should not ever bring it back to the Senate since 
they all disagreed with it at Senate as well. The seven in the committee should just 
change the legislation there or create a new one. They should create a new resolution 
and then bring it back to Senate table. One of her ideas for a solution was reminiscent of 
how high school had a ranking system and they saw on their transcript what number 
they were out of all the students. She thought that would be really easy since all students 
had access to MyNevada and their GPAs which was always changing. As well as the 
amount of people who were enrolled was always changing too. The problem the Provost 
and all the Deans had was that students only got to find out what GPA they needed two 
years before graduating instead of knowing their whole four years as soon as they start. 
The amount of students that were currently enrolled in the engineering program were 
448. It would be very simple to be ranked on MyNevada as 150th out of 448 students. It 
was not difficult to do and it would get rid of the discrepancy between college 
percentages. With the proposed criteria there were many discrepancies like Senator 
Hughes had said 25% of nursing students would get it and that is too many students 
therefore it would lose the distinction of Latin honors. 
 
Senator Collins said that she agreed. The committee had the choice to kill that piece of 
legislation right there and then. But, she thought it would be beneficial to vote that they 
don’t support it and bring it to Senate. If Senate did not support it either then it would 
be sent out to the Deans. That would allow them to make note that ASUN didn’t 
support the legislation. If they killed the legislation in the committee, they could still 
choose to go through with it because ASUN did not have the jurisdiction. So, if that 
were to happen they would still know that ASUN was not in support of the legislation 
officially.  
 
Senator Wilday said she thought they should bring it to Senate. She thought that 
everyone in Senate wouldn’t support the legislation just like before. Senator McKinney 
brought up the idea to make it specific to each college. 
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Senator Collins said everyone first had to vote because the committee was in discussion 
in favor of the legislation.  They committee then has to vote then go into discussion not 
in support of the legislation. Then it will eventually go to Senate and if they agree with 
the committee's decision, from there they can write another piece of legislation.  
 
Senator Hughes said that as a committee it was on them to gain more information to 
bring to the Senate body. So, before it went to Senate she thought the committee should 
all talk to their Deans in order to bring more beneficial insight. Additionally, if no one in 
the committee was in support of it there was no point in bringing it to Senate in 
support. It would make more sense to write an entirely new resolution, a resolution not 
in support in changing it. Then, they would send that and explain why we were not in 
support of changing it. 
 
Senator Collins said the committee could do that as well. But, just so they could show 
the Provost and all the Deans right away that ASUN did not support the legislation. 
They could send it to Senate and vote not in support of it because it would serve the 
same purpose. It would just say a resolution in support but then it would say ASUN 
decided not to support it. 
 
Senator Hughes said the problem she saw with that is that it they wouldn’t know where 
in the legislation it would explain why they did not support it.  
 
Senator Collins said she saw where she was coming from. 
 
Senator Sewell asked if the Provost was waiting for their resolution to put this in place 
or not. 
 
Senator Collins said they originally thought this was going to go through Senate easily 
but obviously that was not the case. It would be implemented in May 2019 for those 
graduating next semester. After speaking with Senate though, they changed some of the 
criteria so it would not be implemented until the following year of fall 2020. Therefore, 
it was not really time sensitive.  
 
Senator Hughes said they could always fast track it as well if that became an issue. 
Because the committee was pretty uniform on what they thought about the legislation.  
 
Senator Collins said she thought that was a good idea since everyone seemed set on 
what they were thinking so a discussion might be pointless. It might be a good idea to 
fast track.  
 
Senator Wilday asked if they could table it and edit it.  
 
Senator Collins said yes they could do that and on top of that they could also be writing 
the other piece of legislation. As of that time there were going to stick to that piece of 
legislation though.  
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Senator Collins moved into a vote of Senate Resolution 86 A Resolution in Support of 
Changing the Requirements for Graduating with Latin Honors. 
 
The motion did not pass. 
 
Senator Collins said they could have a motion to not support and send it to Senate. 
Senator Wilday’s idea was to table and they could also write another piece of legislation.  
 
Senator Hughes said if they did table it they could come back with and entirely different 
perspective. Additionally, they could write legislation so that at the table, next committee 
meeting, they could amend it through substitution and just substitute it with the direct 
opposite to explain why they were against it.  
 
Senator Collins sought a motion to table Senate Resolution 86 A Resolution in Support 
of Changing the Requirements for Graduating with Latin Honors. 
 
Senator Wilday moved to table Senate Resolution 86 A Resolution in Support of 
Changing the Requirements for Graduating with Latin Honors through unanimous 
consent.  
 
Motion carries. 
 
Senator Collins said she would talk to the Deans and begin a new legislation.  
 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Senator Hughes asked if they should be communicating and not being able to reach out to their Deans. 
Also if they should reach out to other Senators to make sure a student from every college was reaching 
out to their Dean. 

 
Senator Collins said she would send out an email to the entire Senate body just to let them know their 
goals of speaking with the Deans to understand their reasoning for being in support of this.  She knew it 
could be hard to get into contact with Deans but some Deans have assistants or people underneath 
them they could possibly get into contact with as well. 

 
Senator Amaya said she equally had that problem but she was just going to send her Dean an email. 
That way it was easier for them to respond as well as having a written response. 

 
Senator Collins said if they don’t respond to emails continue to pursue and annoy them because that was 
the only way to get them to respond. And regarding this, it was crucial to get their feedback. 

 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m. 
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